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The Parliament met at 1.00 p.m., MR. DEPUTY SPEAKER  
[THE  HON. CHANDIMA WEERAKKODY]  in the Chair. 
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Petitions ordered to be referred to the Committee on Public 

Petitions. 
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asked the Minister of Water Supply and Drainage: 

(a) Will he state - 

(i) the date on which Maho Water Supply 
Scheme, which was constructed in the latter 
part of the year 2005 to cater to the water 
requirements of Maho town in Maho 
Divisional Secretary's Division was 
commissioned; 

(ii) the capacity of the aforesaid scheme; and 

(iii) the number of families benefitted by the 
aforesaid scheme? 
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(b) Will he inform this House - 

(i) separately,  the estimated cost and the actual 
expenditure of the aforesaid water supply 
scheme; 

(ii) the persons who carried out the construction 
work of the aforesaid scheme; 

(iii) the persons who allocated funds for the 
aforesaid scheme; and 

(iv) �the current position of the aforesaid scheme? 

(c) If not, why? 
�
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�asked the Minister of Construction, Engineering 

Services, Housing and Common Amenities: 

(a) Is he aware that a pledge was made under the 
“ :-/�� ��:�� �� …��� �:�9�Ï� programme of 
the "Mahinda Chintana - A Vision for the Future" 
manifesto that funds would be allocated to build 
5,000 houses around the relevant universities or 
to provide a suitable plot of land for that purpose 
in order to fulfil the housing need of the 
university community? 

(b) Will he inform this House - 

(i) whether funds have been allocated for the 
above purpose; 

(ii)  if so, the total amount of money so allocated; 
and 

(iii) whether those funds have been allocated to 
build houses or to provide plots of land? 

(c) If not, why? 
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�
asked the Minister of Education: 

(a)  Will he state the measures that have been taken by 
the Government for the development of the 
education sector in the Northern and the Eastern 
Provinces after winning the war? 

(b)  Will he inform this House - 

 (i)  the names of the foreign institutions and non
-governmental organizations that granted 
aid; 

(ii) separately, the value of the financial aid 
given by each of those institutions annually; 
and 

(iii) separately, in relation to the relevant 
projects, the financial provisions allocated 
by the Government annually during the 
period from the year 2009-2012; 

for the development of education in the 
Northern and the Eastern Provinces after the 
war ? 

(c) If not, why? 
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asked the Minister of Foreign Employment Promotion 
and Welfare: 

(a)  Is he aware that Mrs. Y.H. Minoli of Kosgama has 
died while serving at Arka Palace in Riyadh of 
Saudi Arabia? 

(b) Will he inform this House - 

(i)  whether the reason for Mrs. Minoli’s death 
has been revealed by now; 

(ii)  whether that reason has been confirmed by a 
post-mortem report ;and  

(iii) whether action has been taken by now to pay 
compensation or any other allowance to her 
relatives including her husband on her 
death ? 

(c) If not, why? 
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�asked the Minister of Environment: 

(a) Will he inform this House - 

(i) whether the Geological Survey and Mines 
Bureau has issued permits for sand mining 
within Elpitiya Divisional Secretary's 
Division; 
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(ii) if so, the number of permits that have been 
issued;� 

(iii) the names and addresses of those permit 
holders;��

(iv) the names of the places where they have 
been permitted to engage in sand mining; 

(v) whether there are any conditions which the 
permit holders should adhere to when they 
engage in sand mining; and 

(vi)  if so, what those conditions are ? 

(b) If not, why? 
�
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�The Hon. Ranil Wickremasinghe - Leader of the 
Opposition) 
I must commend the Government for using Tamil, 

after the Indian Prime Minister, the Hon. Manmohan 
Singh pulled them up.  

%"��G!�›�‘%"��G!�›�‘%"��G!�›�‘%"��G!�›�‘K KKKc•c•c•c•KKKKc2c2c2c2K�K�K�K��:6���/!���:6���/!���:6���/!���:6���/!�� ����
����������9�;�<:=�:=#:�>��� �
�The Hon. Alhaj A.H.M. Azwer) 
Sir, I rise to a point of Order.  
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What is your point of Order? 
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Sir, he should feel ashamed. The Hon. Leader of the 

Opposition is misleading the House. Tamil has been used 
from the time  Parliament started. There are Tamil 
interpreters here. Then, there are Tamil Hansard 
Reporters who take down  proceedings for Hansard and 
so on.  He is misleading the international community. 
The Hon. Manmohan Singh will give a slap on your face.  
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�asked the Minister of Agriculture: 

(a)  Will he state separately, the certified price of the 
government paid for a Kilogram of Samba  and 
Nadu varieties of paddy at present ? 

(b) Will he inform this House - 

(i)  the cost of production of a kilogram of 
paddy at present; and 

(ii) the method employed to calculate that cost ? 

(c) Will he state - 

(i)  whether farmers are paid a sufficient 
certified price for a kilogram of paddy, in 
comparison to the cost of production; and 

(ii)  if not, the steps intended to be taken to raise 
the certified purchasing price of paddy ? 

���d)     If not, why ?�
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asked the Minister of Construction, Engineering 
Services, Housing and Common Amenities: 

(a) Will he state -�

(i)_the number of houses built in Colombo 
District by the Government in the year 2011��

(ii) the number of houses expected to be 
constructed in the years 2012, 2013� and 
2014�� and �

(iii) the amount of money allocated for the 
aforesaid construction of  houses?�

(b) Will he inform this House -�

(i) whether the newly built houses are given 
free;�

(ii) if not,  the price at which  those houses are 
sold or rented; and�

(iii) the basis on which those houses are 
allocated?�

(c)   If not, why? 
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asked the Minister of Construction, Engineering 
Services, Housing and Common Amenities: 

�a) Is he aware that a pledge was made under the�

�:-/����:����…����:�9��Ï� programme of the 
"Mahinda Chintana" manifesto that 25 public 
service housing schemes similar to the Jaltara, 
Edmonton and Torrington housing schemes, which 
will be centred around the main town of each of 
the districts in which they serve, would be 
commenced for public sector and corporation 
employees who do not have houses ?�
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CONSTRUCTION  OF GAJAMANGAMA WATER SUPPLY 
PROJECT : EXPEDITION 
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asked the Minister of Public Administration and Home 

Affairs:  

(a) Will he admit - 
(i) that the construction work of the elevated 

water supply project at Gajamangama in 
Hungama of Hambantota District has been 
stopped half way ; and 

(ii)  as a result the people of the aforesaid area 
are undergoing severe hardships? 

(b) Will he inform this House - 

(i)  whether action will be taken to carry out the 
construction work of the aforesaid project 
speedily ;  

(ii)  whether funds have been allocated for that 
purpose; and 

(iii)  if so, the date on which the aforesaid 
construction work will be commenced? 

(c) If not, why? 
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Administration and Home Affairs) 
%"� ��
�?N� �O���
�C/�@ � 8�?N� �[���� !��

:6��{����bC��/��NC/����k��$�/��c/�&�6�
���BC8�
:L�%�:L�%�:L�%�:L�%�ÙÙÙÙ��8���K�

�
Ù�Ù�Ù�Ù�:L��2:
�/������#��BC8:L��2:
�/������#��BC8:L��2:
�/������#��BC8:L��2:
�/������#��BC8* ***����
Ù���������	
�������
����
 ��
Ù�Answer tabled:�

�

� �>���������Š>�������8/ �������-�K�

���ŠŠ>������-�K�

�E>��������Š>������N��D`
���#�x�h
i/��-	�ht��8���:$ 
K��

������������ŠŠ>������#�x���S�)K�

�ŠŠŠ>�����#�x���S�)K�����

�
�_>����#�x���S�)K �
�

�
|Ž
��Eb��)#����!0������|Ž
��Eb��)#����!0������|Ž
��Eb��)#����!0������|Ž
��Eb��)#����!0������*� *�*�*�ø5'�… 
ø5'�… 
ø5'�… 
ø5'�… 
� ���

��������	
����������������
�������� �
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asked the Minister of Indigenous Medicine:  

(a)  Is he aware that the people of the area are highly 
inconvenienced due to the shortage of drugs 
prevailing in the Ayurvedic Dispensary situated 
in the Mulatiyana Divisional Secretariat premises 
of Matara District? 

(b)  Will he inform this House - 

(i) whether speedy action will be taken to 
overcome the shortage of drugs prevailing in 
the aforesaid dispensary; 

(ii) if so, of the time required for it? 

(c) If not, why? 
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Whereupon MR. DEPUTY SPEAKER left the Chair, and MR. 
DEPUTY CHAIRMAN OF COMMITTEES [THE HON. MURUGESU 
CHANDRAKUMAR] took the Chair.�
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(Mr. Deputy Chairman of Committees)�
Order, please! Hon. Member, please wind up now. 

Your time is over.  
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How long do I have, Sir? 
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(Mr. Deputy Chairman of Committees) 
Your time is over. You had 17 minutes allotted to you. 

You have taken an additional five minutes from the time 
allotted to the Hon. Dayasiri Jayasekara. 
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(The Hon.  Sajith Premadasa)�
Sir, could you please give me one more minute 

because I want to wind up?  
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(Mr. Deputy Chairman of Committees) 
Okay. Please wind up. 
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The next speaker is the Hon. Felix Perera. Before he 

starts, will an Hon. Member propose the Hon. Janaka 
Bandara to take the Chair? 
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I propose that the Hon. Janaka Bandara do now take 

the Chair. 
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Whereupon MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN OF COMMITTEES  left 
the Chair, and  THE HON. JANAKA BANDARA  took the Chair. 
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ÛRudy Webster to help Kolkata Knight Riders. Seventy-two-year-
old sports psychologist.. 
 
���He is a sports psychologist.  
 
KKDr. Rudi Webster, who worked with World Cup winning West 
Indies captain Clive Lloyd in the 1970s, would help Kolkata Knight 
Riders in the upcoming IPL season  5 beginning on April 4.  
�
Announcing the appointment, KKR in a statement on Monday said 
Dr. Webster would be the mental skills coach and  
would play an important role in the team’s scheme of things. 
�
��We are delighted welcome Dr. Webster. I am sure he will add to 
the strength and play an important role in taking KKR to the next 
level of performance,….” 
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Order, please! 
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Order, please! The deliberations of the COPE cannot 

be discussed here. You can have a debate on the Interim 
Report. Order, please! Hon. Member, now you have to 
wind up your speech. Your time is over. 
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Sir, I rise to a point of Order. 
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Sometime ago, when this matter came up, actually it 

was I who raised it at the COPE. The Hon. Arjuna -
[Interruption.] 
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Whatever it is, let us debate the COPE Report on a 

separate date. 
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Is this a clarification? 
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Sir, when this matter came up, I raised it in the COPE 

and I said that Mr. Nishantha Ranatunga is the Secretary 
to the Cricket Board and that he cannot be the CEO of  
CSN. I raised this matter and even the Hon. Arjuna 
Ranatunga was there. He also agreed with me. There was 
a lengthy discussion on that and it was generally agreed 
that he cannot hold both positions: the Secretary of the 
Cricket Board and the CEO of CSN.  So, this was 

discussed. - [Interruption.��
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Order, Please! Hon. Member, it is very clear in the 

Standing Orders that the deliberations of the COPE 
cannot be discussed in the House until the Interim Report 
is tabled in the House.  
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This is just for clarification. 
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Question put, and agreed to. 
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Whereupon THE HON. ALHAJ A.H.M. AZWER left the Chair, 
and THE HON. HUNAIS FAROOK took the Chair. 
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Hon. Neranjan Wickramasinghe, you may start your 

speech.  
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Sir, I rise to a point of Order.  
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Order, please! There is a point of Order being raised.  
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�K� I asked him who the directors were but he did not 
know. You ask the Hon. Arjuna Ranatunga, he was there. It 
is morally wrong.  
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Okay, thank you. Hon. Neranjan Wickramasinghe, 

you may speak now.  
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�The Hon. Alhaj A.H.M. Azwer) 
 
Bismillahir Rahmanir Raheem��

�
Mr. Presiding Member, I think it augurs well that 

cricket is on the correct path. I must thank the Hon. John 
Amaratunga, a steady cricketer who, in politics, has 
moved this Adjournment Motion, for that gives us an 
opportunity to discuss the progress of the game we have 
made in Sri Lanka and all over the world. That also gives 
a very good opportunity for our young and able Sports 
Minister, the Hon. Mahindananda Aluthgamage to spell 
out the present and future programmes initiated by him 
for good of cricket and also to meet all the arguments, the 
misconceptions  that you carry in your inner mind. 

 
Sir, it is a duty cast on us as cricket enthusiasts and I 

am sure the whole Parliament will join me in wishing 
Tony Greig speedy recovery, good health and back to the 
mike once again, as early as possible. Sir, the "DailyFT", 
of 22nd October, 2012, reports it vividly. Tony Greig has 
been a great promoter of cricket and also a lover of  the 
scenic beauty of Sri Lanka. I had occasion to pay tribute 
to him on an earlier occasion in this House, and I handed 
over to him a Hansard containing my speech. He said that 
he had travelled all over the world, but nowhere had any 
Parliament paid such a tribute to him. I once again pay 
tribute to him because he is our goodwill ambassador. He 
promoted not only cricket, but also tourism. One has to 
only listen to him on the Galle esplanade how beautifully 
he describes this venue - the Dutch Fort. The Barmy 
Army who came to Sri Lanka on several occasions said 
that they came to Sri Lanka because they were attracted 
by the beautiful descriptions that Tony Greig gave live on 
international transmissions.  

 
Tony Greig is suffering from lung cancer. It gives us a 

lot of pain to hear that. The former England Captain and 
Commentator, Tony Greig, has revealed that he is 
suffering from lung cancer. Only last month he was 
giving scintillating commentaries about our performances 
and of the other teams that took part in the Twenty20 
World Cup in Sri Lanka.  

 
Sir, the "DailyFT" of 22nd October states, I quote: 
 

Greig was initially diagnosed with bronchitis in May this year 
and then gathered further knowledge during the Australian-
Pakistan Series. Greig was quoted as saying to Australia's  
Sunday Telegraph that he would undergo surgery to ascertain 
the extent of the illness.  

 
He further states, I quote: 
 

ÛI have had a few scrapes in my life and this is another one” 

The South African-born Greig is 66 years old.  We 
cannot believe that.  He looks a 16 year-old lad when he 
is marvelling before the mike at the Sooriyawewa, 
Keththarama, Pallekele and other stadia. The "DailyFT" 
further states, I quote:  
� �

ÛVivian (his wife) and I are going to put the boxing gloves 
on………."  

 
He is speaking in cricket parlance. It is very beautiful 

even here. I quote: 
 

Û�and fight this like we've never fought anything before." 
�

’ At the moment it is totally up in the air. My priority, 100 
percent, is my family. They will come first".  

�
We wish him quick recovery and we also offer our 

solace to his wife and children. 

 
Today, Sri Lanka is dazzling in the international arena 

as a result of the great game we are playing - the 
gentlemen’s game. That is cricket. As somebody said, we 
are in the brink of obtaining championship after 
championship. In 1996, our good Friend, who is an now 
an MP, the Hon. Arjuna Ranatunga brought laurels  to 
this country by winning the first 50-50 World Cup. That 
was a great moment for our country. I still remember 
going round Galle Face Green in the mid of night in an 
open vehicle with a lot of other boys waving flags and 
hailing Sri Lanka’s historic victory in Lahore against that 
formidable team, Australia.  

 
Now, Sir, what is this accusation that has been made? 

At the outset, it is very clear to the entire Members of this 
House and also those who will be reading the newspapers 
that not a single cricketer has been accused of any 
misbehaviour or corruption unlike others such as Hansie 
Cronje, Mohammed Azarudeen, Salim Malik and even 
Qasim Omar. I remember Qasim Omar well. That shows 
the high moral standards set by our cricketers from the 
time beginning from Bandula Warnapura, our first Test 
Captain. We cannot forget him for the great glory he 
brought by winning the First Test Match for Sri Lanka. 
Sir, I can rattle through the names of those people who 
brought us international glory by playing for our country 
and captaining our team. After Bandula Warnapura, there 
was Duleep Mendis, Arjuna Ranatunga and the present 
Captain, Mahela Jayewardene, who brought us two Silver 
Medals if we are to put it in the Olympic parlance. That is 
Silver in 50-50 and Silver in Twenty20. I should say 
today Insha Allah, next time it will be gold that he will 
reap in cricket.  

 
Then, Sir, there have been people like Roy Dias and 

Michael Tissera before we were given Test status. We 
must also commend our commentators at CSN and 
SLBC, who did a splendid job. 
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Hon. Member you have got only one minute more. 
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Ranjan Madugalle has been chosen as one of the best 

referees in the world and also Kumar Dharmasena had 
been named as the best umpire. That speaks volumes of 
the cleverness and talent displayed by our cricketers the 
world over. Then, Anura Tennakoon was a classic player 
and D.S. de Silva, who later headed the Board. After that, 
Mr. Thilanga Sumathipala also was the President of the 
Board. Ravindra Pushapakumara was a fast bowler. He 
has done something marvellous. He has been asked to go 
to the North. So, he had visited Jaffna, Mullaitivu, 
Kilinochchi, Vavuniya and Mannar, promoting cricket in 
schools over there. So much so, that it is the first time 
after 30 years of war that Tamil students or cricketers 
came from Jaffna and played cricket at Ananda College in 
Colombo. For the first time after 30 years, Jaffna Tamil 
Boys from the North  are playing with Sinhala Boys in the 
South. To that extent, cricket has helped to bring 
communities together.  

 
I pay great tribute to the Government, headed by His 

Excellency Mahinda Rajapaksa, for the immeasurable 
help and assistance given to us to promote cricket in the 
country. 

 
Not only that, cricket has also brought us international 

glory now. As I said, the tourists are coming, they are 
pouring into our shores in large numbers. We were at the 
Katunayake International Airport, when the Twenty20 
Cricket World Cup match was on. You should have seen, 
Sir, the English people, the Australians, the New 
Zealanders, the Pakistanis, the Indians and the West 
Indies were pouring in. Even the staff at the immigration 
counters found it difficult to clear them soon.  

 
Mr. Ravindra Pushpakumara has done another 

laudable work. He has discovered a Girls’ Cricket Team 
in Mannar - which area you represent, Mr. Presiding 
Member - in Fatima College. You have perhaps failed to 
see those girls. But, he has spotted that talent in Mannar 
and he is now turning his attention to the Eastern 
Province.  

 
Then, of course, there were Champaka Ramanayake, 

Neil Chanmugam and Abu Fuard. Mr. Abu Fuard 
incidentally passed away recently; he has done much for 
cricket. He also stood behind the late Hon. Gamini�
Dissanayake like a sentinel during the Cricket World Cup 
-� I should say a word of prayer for Abu: Inna lillahi wa 
inna ilaihi rajioon!  

He has done yeomen service for the promotion of 
cricket. He was a Wesleyite. Not only cricket but he also 
helped to bring up  cricketers of the calibre of Arjuna 
Ranatunga, Kumar Dharmasena and the like. 
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Hon. Member, please, wind up now. 
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I will wind up, Sir. Then, we have Sanath Jayasuriya 

who is still playing good cricket. He is now playing T20 
matches in South Africa. There is also Roshan 
Mahanama, Kumar Sangakkara, Muttiah Muralitharan, 
Rangana Herath, Tillakaratne Dilshan, Hashan 
Tillakaratne, Rumesh Ratnayake and Daya Sahabandu, 
playing.  Anuruddha Polonowita, the National Curator, 
made it possible for the English team  to come and play 
the first match at the Maligawatte-Keththarama R. 
Premadasa Stadium within a short period of three 
months. He also helped to develop the International 
Cricket Stadium at Sooriyawewa in Hambantota. 

 
Now, what is happening? There are more and more 

grounds coming up. That brings not only credit to Sri 
Lanka but also boosts tourist inflow and we can earn 
more foreign exchange. There is also the new Pallekele 
International Cricket Stadium in picturesque Kandy. Who 
is decrying these developments? All these are happening 
briskly under the guidance of President Mahinda 
Rajapaksa and our able Minister, the Hon. Mahindananda 
Aluthgamage. I think the whole nation must pay tribute to 
His Excellency the President, Upali Dharmadasa, the 
Chairman of Sri Lanka Cricket, Nishantha Ranatunga the 
Secretary and the other officials.  

 
When a ball is sent down, the Opposition Members  

think that the wicket is made for Rajapaksa. Whatever 
goal is scored, they think the goal is made for Rajapaksa. 
Rajapaksa, Rajapaksa, Rajapaksa! It is very good, Sir. 
They are chanting the name, Rajapaksa like a mantra 
morning, evening and night. I am very happy about it. 
You go on reciting those mantras, you will be doing a 
great meritorious act by that. I want to tell them this.   
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I must also mention about the media reporters and 

cricket commentators. They spend much of their time in  
the Cricket Stadium. There is Elmo Rodrigopulle of the 
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"Daily News". He has served under 26 editors. He is a 
veteran cricket writer. There is also Sa'adi Thawfeeq, 
Davis Callister,  Ranjan Paranavitana and A.C. de Silva.  

 
V�:��WX�/$gV�:��WX�/$gV�:��WX�/$gV�:��WX�/$gC/� C/�C/�C/�� ���
� �������������������������� �
�The Presiding Member)�
Hon. Member, please wind up now. 
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I will conclude, Sir. Give me two minutes, please.  
 
Then, all the cricket reviewers of Sinhalese 

newspapers such as "Lakbima", "Divaina", "Mawbima", 
"Lankadeepa" and also of the "Ceylon Today" newspaper 
give a lot of prominence to that.  

 
Sir, I am very happy to say that after billiard, cricket 

has taken the centre stage. It was left to Marhoom M.J.M. 
Lafir to bring us the first world championship in any 
sport. That was in billiard. He belongs to the MICH, the 
Moors' Islamic Cultural Home. Once, I mistakenly said 
that he was from the Moor's Sports Club. No, Mr. M.J.M. 
Lafir belongs to Sri Lanka and he was a proud product of 
the Moors' Islamic Cultural Home and I wish the Hon. 
Minister good luck!  
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Question put, and agreed to. 
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Adjourned accordingly at 6.47  p.m. until 1.00 p.m.  on�
Wednesday, 24th October, 2012. �
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NOTE 
 

Corrections which Members suggest for the Final Print should be clearly marked in their copy and sent to be Editor of HANSARD within two weeks of 
receipt of the uncorrected copy. 
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