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The Parliament met at 9.30 a.m., MR. SPEAKER [THE HON.
CHAMAL RAJAPAKSAY] in the Chair.
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(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena - Minister of Water Supply

and Drainage and Chief Government Whip)
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Question put, and agreed to.
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(The Hon. T.B. Ekanayake - Minister of Culture and the

Arts)
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ORAL ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS

2DO25NBDR S0

(FUTBTWST S6uTHeT)

(Mr. Speaker)

gdm gom 1-1946/'11- (1), ©c; 9<8m vBSen Owmo.

oG dBm vBces Swvm

(wrabryfl@ Ybgle Liglrent)

(The Hon. Buddhika Pathirana)

O DAOIBNIDROB, @ OO yE»®B gD,

o0 Lol @eadiRm Owm

(wrewryll@ HCesrely @ euwTeutgeor)

(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena)

B0 DOINEDROB, BET BIED W BSIT B
2@ e0NEDsT & OO yE»WO BENSC 2® wewo B

e ®»E 9CRHO.

g O Enm 9E8en HBOO Bewlw @i &
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Question ordered to stand down.
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SHARES HELD IN PRIVATE COMPANIES BY EMPLOYEES
PROVIDENT FUND : DETAILS
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(Vii) @)&QsTHSHOMTHRIGOSHD  FDLBHSLILIL L
ST ST SH6eM6T GLIWITaHemaru)id

Ui @)FFemus@ QousiGaupra mlwidsmeuTymr?

(=) @)e1@mev, sTeir?

asked the Minister of Finance and Planning:

(a) Will he inform this House separately -

(i)  the number of shares held in Galadari
Hotels Lanka PLC, Laugfs Gas PLC and
Ceylon Grain Elevators PLC by the
Employees Provident Fund ;

(i1)  the dates on which each lot of shares were
purchased;

(iii) the price at which the aforesaid shares
were purchased ;

(iv)  the persons from whom the shares were
purchased;
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(v) if the said shares have been subsequently
sold, the person or persons to whom they
were sold, on per lot basis ;

(vi) the price at which the said shares were
sold per each lot ; and

(vii) the names of the brokers involved in these
transactions?

(b)  Ifnot, why?

oG (2D8s) 6o ¢8me® dum (LhossIns GEn
sveedBm ¢®ims oy e o HOLd®BIE Bewdss
2@ ®)

(wrewsryflg, sOTHF  Fr1é5 Sueusw -  FiauGss BlFw
Il lgemenTliy  ewwFFEmHL B, Sl Lilrg
O|HLOFF(HLD)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Sarath Amunugama - Minister of
International Monetary Co-operation and Deputy Minister
of Finance and Planning)

On behalf of the Minister of Finance and Planning,

I answer the Question.

(a) (i) The Number of shares held by EPF in
Galadari Hotels Lanka PLC, Laugfs Gas
PLC and Ceylon Grain Elevators PLC as at
31.10.2012 are given below:

Name of Company No. of Shares
(mn)
Galadari Hotels Lanka PLC 23.7
Laugfs Gas PLC Voting 57.9
Laugfs GAs PLC Non-Voting 18.0
Ceylon Grain Elevators PLC 53

(i1) Since there is a case pending before the
Supreme Court with regard to the investment
of EPF funds, details cannot be provided.

(iii) Since there is a case pending before the
Supreme Court with regard to the investment
of EPF funds, details cannot be provided.

(iv) Since the transactions of Colombo Stock
Exchange (CSE) are carried out through an
automated system, the particular seller/buyer
linked to each transaction cannot be
identified unless it is disclosed by the CSE.

(v) Since the transactions of CSE are carried out
through an automated system, the particular/
seller linked to each transaction cannot be
identified unless it is disclosed by the CSE.

(vi) Since there is a case pending before the
Supreme Court with regard to the investment
of EPF funds, details cannot be provided.
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(vii) List of names of broker firms involved in
above-mentioned share transactions is given
in Annex I, which I table*.

*weed®uw On DD G¢ HGEH®:
FUTLT LGS0 eweussLILIL 1 B)swsmTLiL)
Annex tabled:

Broker Firms involved in share transactions of Galadari Hotels
Lanka PLC
1. Asia Securities (Pvt.) Ltd.
2. Amana Securities Ltd.
3. Bartleet Mallory Stockbrokers Ltd.
4. S KM Lanka Holdings (Pvt.) Ltd.
Broker Firms involved in share transactions of Laugfs Gas PLC

Acuity Stockbrokers (Pvt.) Ltd.
Arrenga Capital (Pvt.) Ltd.

Asha Phillip Securities Ltd.

Asia Securities (Pvt.) Ltd.

Bartleet Mallory Stockbrokers Ltd.
Capital Alliance Securities (Pvt.) Ltd.
CT Smith Stockbrokers (Pvt.) Ltd.
First Guardian Equities (Pvt.) Ltd.
9. Heraymila Securities Limited

10. IIFL Securities Ceylon Pvt. Ltd.
11. Lanka Securities (Pvt.) Ltd.

12.  LOLC Securities Limited

13. Nation Lanka Equity (Pvt.) Ltd.
14. NDB Stockbrokers (Pvt.) Ltd.

15.  Richard Peiris Securities

16. S KM Lanka Holdings (Pvt.) Ltd.
17.  SC Securities (Pvt.) Ltd.

18. SMB Securities (Pvt.) Ltd.

19. Somerville Stockbrokers (Pvt.) Ltd.
20. Taprobane Securities Ltd.

21. TKS Securities (Pvt.) Ltd.

PRAINR W=

Broker Firms involved in share transactions of Ceylon Grain
Elevators PLC

Asia Securities (Pvt.) Ltd.

Capital Trust Securities (Pvt.) Ltd.
ITFL Securities Ceylon (Pvt.) Ltd.
LOLC Securities Limited

Nation Lanka Equity (Pvt. Ltd.
NDB Stockbrokers (Pvt.) Ltd.
Taprobane Securities Ltd.

Nk L=

@G ed5T g®dn® Bwvm

(oressrLll @ Ceomreir SjLOTEIBIS)

(The Hon. John Amaratunga)

First of all, I am thankful to you. At last, after about
eight or nine months we are getting an answer.

@0 (a8 w) 0 8 emo® Swm
(oressTyll@ HOTHIH Frd ) LpenIsLD)
(The Hon. (Dr.) Sarath Amunugama)
We are answering all the Questions.

@G edsT g®dn® Bwvm

(revrLyfl@ CeomesT (LT GIBIS)

(The Hon. John Amaratunga)

Yes, you are doing that. We appreciate that very
much as the Opposition. My question is this. Why are you
not disclosing information just because there is a case in
the Supreme Court? Parliament is supreme, not the
Supreme Court.- [Interruption.] The Hon. Speaker
delivered a Ruling yesterday.

@0 (PD8w) 0 88 wmO® dvm

(oressTyfl@ SOTHH Frd S| LpenIsL)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Sarath Amunugama)

I appreciate your concern, my good Friend, but the
fact is that there are certain submissions being made. I
believe, if I am not mistaken, the Hon. Leader of the
Opposition himself has raised this issue and said that
people had gone to the Supreme Court and -

@G 05T g®dn.® Bwm
(orevrLfl@ Ceomest (LT GIBIS)
(The Hon. John Amaratunga)
No, no -

@0 (08w) 30 88 mO® Bvm
(Tl soTBlS Frd Sjpaisio)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Sarath Amunugama)

Why not? He is present in the House. He can answer.-
[Interruption.] He has said that it is difficult to raise these
matters in Parliament. I do not know. That is what I was
told.

oG, O8E OSpeBw ©Owm

20BHH®)

(orevr @ remfley alldsrwdnis - sTdlidbaEL & LpgHseurr)

(The Hon. Ranil Wickremasinghe - Leader of the Opposition)

Hon. Minister, I said, "if there is something sub
judice". But in this instance, with regard to Question No.
2 (i) to (vii), if the Monetary Board can inform us with
regard to the EPF issue what is sub judice and what is not,
then the Hon. Speaker can decide. If it is not sub judice,
you will have to answer. You will have to say which one
of these questions is sub judice. Then the Hon. Speaker
can decide on it. That is all, I would say.

(Bodad ©SdDed

0 (808 w) 80 a@er®® wmo

(wressTyll@ HOTHIH Frd | Lpsnisio)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Sarath Amunugama)

We can take that up as suggested by the Hon. Leader
of the Opposition. You also made a good suggestion. We
can take that up, when we take up the Votes on the
Ministry of Finance. Thank you.

@G OB E Bp®8.» Bumo

(oressryfl@ rewiley allsHrwdnigs)

(The Hon. Ranil Wickremasinghe)

Then, on the 8" of December, we will do so.

@G (§08w) 0 38 emO® Owvmn
(oredTLyfl@ SOTHIS FTS )epeIsio)
(The Hon. (Dr.) Sarath Amunugama)
Yes.

OC @&35T a®C-® Dwm

(omesstyfl @ Ceomeir S|LOTEIBIS)

(The Hon. John Amaratunga)

We expect that you would give all the details on the
8™ Hon. Ravi Karunanayake, do you have any questions?
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®3C; 68 G051 Wm0

(orewTLfl@ rall &HenTTBTiLidds)

(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)

Yes. I would like to ask the second Supplementary
Question, Hon. Minister. It is regarding the EPF. The
reason as to why we want to get this information is
because we find that there is concert activity between the
Central Bank and some people around it. If you look at
the activities done before the Central Bank -

@G (D8w) 80 38 ermo® Suvmo
(wresryll@ HOTHIH Frd S LpesL)
(The Hon. (Dr.) Sarath Amunugama)
This is most unfair.

®OF 08 T €IBNWZ Dvmo

(wresTyl@ rall &mHeTTBTidhs:)

(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)

Hon. Speaker, would you be hearing my -

@G (D8w) 80 38 ermo® duvmo

(wreryll@ SOTHIH Frd SjLpesLo)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Sarath Amunugama)

A Question has been asked and we have given the
reply. The Supplementary Questions must flow from the
answer you get.

®G 08 WG emazNwBm Ovm

(wresTyll@ rall &HeTTBTidd:)

(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)

So, it flows. The reason why we want to know this
transaction is because of the activities that take place at
the Central Bank -

00 (o08w) 836 48 eme® Pwmo
(orerflg sarpld F15 Sopisio)
(The Hon. (Dr.) Sarath Amunugama)
No, that is only an allegation.

®F 08 WS €RBNWH Bwmo

(wressryll@ Tl &meTTHTWSs)

(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)

Hon. Minister, there is no point in asking Questions if
you only want to satisfy your ego.

@G (D8w) i ¢8erw® s

(el @ HOTHIH Frd |LpenIsL)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Sarath Amunugama)

Since he has raised this issue, I have a full statement
and I request that it be appended to my reply.

®©3 08 WS €mIzNGBD O

(wreRTyl@ rall & TBTidds)

(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)

Hon. Speaker, my Supplementary Question is fully
reflective of the answer that the Hon. Minister has
provided. Unlike the case that you have ensured as sub
Jjudice, the case of EPF before -

1844

2DOIBNBZHD
(FUTBTWST SjeuTdHeT)
(Mr. Speaker)

B ades By

@0 (808w) 80 88 eqn® s
(orafl@ soTBlS Frd Sjpapisio)
(The Hon. (Dr.) Sarath Amunugama)
Now, we have finished.

DSB5NBD DS

(FUTBTWST Sj6uTdH6iT)

(Mr. Speaker)

50 @nd gl gnsim ©d O ©o.

®F 08 WS ema250n2 Bwm

(oresTLfl@ rall &enTTHTIWSS)

(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)

Hon. Minister, the question of sub judice stands only
in the case of the National Savings Bank. There is no such
issue here. So, when you want, you hide behind sub
judice. But, yesterday, the Hon. Speaker said that
Parliament is supreme. So, my Question -

@0 (08w) 0 38 wmO® Owvm
(wredrLflg sTHS F15 SepeisHio)
(The Hon. (Dr.) Sarath Amunugama)
Sir, how many times -

®OF 08 WS EBNGE DV

(oressTfl@ rall SmesTTHTWSS)

(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)

Listen to what I am saying. I am saying that there are
higher authorities in the Central Bank who tell to buy
shares and sell them before the Central Bank' s shares and
they make -

DSIBNBDR

(FUTBTUSGT jsuidser)

(Mr. Speaker)

OO OEROB, nOTed @ yma mITesy 5RO
ydme gosIm.

O (808 w) 80 a@er®® Swmo

(wrewflg srplg 5 Sepeisio)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Sarath Amunugama)

That is an irresponsible statement. So, we do not give
answers.

DBNBDD
(FUTBTUSGT jeuidser)
(Mr. Speaker)

QEE BND.

®C; 68 S emI5NE2 Dwm

(oresstfl@ rafl SmenTTHTIWSS)

(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)

It is a very sensitive Question. - [Interruption.] But,
my Question has to be answered.

@G (§08w) 0 38 emO® Owvmn

(1oredTLyfl@ SOTHIS FTS )epeIsio)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Sarath Amunugama)

I have answered the Question. - [Interruption.] What
more?
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QBB

(FUTBTWST Sj6uTgeT)

(Mr. Speaker)

g BEnJ o 00 ¢@Bn®ed 8w widwn.

®3S 08 WS €maBNWBD Owmn

(wrepTyl@ rall & e TBTidss)

(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)

B0 DDNEWROB, OO vy BRWO yad» v
B0 O Y& VR O B ©53. [ BIOH] ©©
@8 ydn» gvsies’ 8BHsTO B ewEesY BT HE.
[P0 BB

o0 EorTd @eadids Ovm

(wrewTyll@ HGerey @ ewTeutgeor)

(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena)

o8 o8 change o WO I B [
BBOH] cFDS @iy D Do - [ BBOH] s
CID0B @¢iey 5O @0 BeYDB Do ©wdRR- [P
DO

DOB5NBDR S0

(FUTBTWST Sj6uTdHerT)

(Mr. Speaker)

5Oed gcwed BBOH wOnsy Dxvenry Byr.

®G 08 WG emazNwBm Ovm
(wresTyll@ rall &mHeTThTidds)
(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)
®® v BeD YHEDHWO- [P BBO)

D OIBNBEDRE

(FUTBTWST HjeuiTaser)

(Mr. Speaker)

& ydm 0 ¢ FBO grizn. SODSE.

®F 08 WS €BNWD Bwmo
(wressryll@ Tl &@mHeTTHTWSe)
(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)
B0 ¢3esy 591, OO DNIBNSDROE.

O3B

(FUTBTWST SjeuiTder)

(Mr. Speaker)

0 guiery oIdm® & Bwy mcdems B8Eoxim.
B BEowsTery myw BwE Busin. 9560 9.

®3G 08 WS emazNwBE v

(wresstyll @ rai &HesTTHTISS)

(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)

RN Seod DIy @oer WOmDw BOD. @c I
B I, 0@ e®en e ®?

DOBNBDR S0

(FUTBTWST Sj6uTdHerT)

(Mr. Speaker)

DINsTel WOEI®OE DO WHGOD® @m0
50xed Sl Beanm oddE 8now Bustm westm dwo.

@0 EoTE Qendidn vm
(wrewTyll@ HGerey @ ewTeugeor)
(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena)
@0 e0NEd=T g¢ drama Om.

2DOIBNBZHD

(FUTBTWST SjeuTHeT)

(Mr. Speaker)

D@isnsier Bz »©® od® »38
WO €O -

BaE.

®3G 08 WS ewaBNWBD Bwmo
(wrewryl@ rall &@menrTBTids)
(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)
a0 8508 0® yum Bedsies’.

DOIBNBDR 0

(FuTBTWST SjeuTaHET)

(Mr. Speaker)

@ gom 3-2281/'12 - (1), ©061 ¢wo38 swewdmd dwmo.

@G (88 Bwetdmd Ounm
(wrewryll@ swrdP LwCssr)
(The Hon. Dayasiri Jayasekara)
OO DDOBNEDHROB, 0 OO YyEm® guzID.

o6 Lol @eadiim Bwm

(wressryllg SBerreiy @ 6mTou Hevr)

(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena)

OGT ®ONEDROB, ©O OEn®  »Twimsd
s18E0 ydmw gw Bedmd »HO ¢80 8o e
eIy yodsl. »HPy 0® ydme ©wRE o "898
@30l OE® PEHB VW G0k Foned...." Buc Bedsiesy.
dm @dBREOn yEm . DR I ©Bwrms Bwmdr »H®
& On BEnow o 800 © »d Do »E 9CCH.

DO {083 Bwewmd Bwm

(wressryll@ wrdp owGsar)

(The Hon. Dayasiri Jayasekara)

B8R euedOE® PWBBB WIWI Gl Rl EDW OB
BRLIC oddm ©EDDOLT wDD e BB
ansiesy. 8REAE Besiesy manpower Bws Om o©z3.
esedOBm g0 8857 s geawd &z Bedm manpower
@080 ¢ Bwod a8 o8 gusiess.

@0 Loty @eadidnm Owm

(wressryll@ SBevreiy @ 6mTouUT H6dT)

(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena)

Goeds Go@w B Bws) 000 IO ¢¢wed »osTesy
ool ©cdned®siy ¢, 8tddn ¢, Ppwnm ¢? IO &
BoEE ¢? 0® 0€0® o guwmdr m»HO ggcide ecmE wd
eO®O B0 eIBEIH. [ BIOH] ecsibnedisin
BeEo 0 ¢8 0®w 8 m5ge?

@G £88 Bwetimd Onm
(orerfl @ SwrdPITd Oﬁé)gu_r@ra;u')
(The Hon. Dayasiri Jayasekara)
B, GBS GRS -

@0 Eeld @eadiRm Owm
(wrewTyll@ HCesrely @ ewTougeor)
(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena)
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asked the Minister of Agrarian Services and Wildlife:

(a) Is he aware that-

(i) an officer has not been appointed to the
office of the Director General of the
Department of Wildlife Conservation since
22™ July 2011;

(i) the duties of the aforesaid office is being
covered by the Secretary to the Ministry of
Agrarian Services and Wildlife at present;
and

(iii) a number of activities have been carried out
during his tenure contravening the
ordinances?

(b) Will he state -

(i) the reasons for not appointing a suitable
officer to the office of the Director General
of the Department of Wildlife Conservation
which has remained vacant for over a year;

(i) the reasons for not taking action to date
against the Secretary to the Ministry who
acted contravening the relevant ordinances;
and

(iii) whether action will be taken to appoint a
suitable officer to the office of the Director
General of the Department of Wildlife
Conservation ?

(c) If not, why ?
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asked the Minister of Transport:

(a) Will he state -

(i) the total number of buses that have been set
aside by now as condemned buses in the
Depots of the Sri Lanka Transport Board all
over the island;

(il) the number of buses that have been sold out
of those buses; and

(iii) the proceeds from the sale of those buses?

(b)  Will he inform this House of -

(1)  the number of buses belonging to the Sri
Lanka Transport Board that are scheduled
to be sold in due course; and

(i)  the amount expected to be derived out of
the sale?

(iii))  Will he state the income lost by the Sri
Lanka Transport Board from July 2011up
to now, as a result of using of low quality
diesel?

(c) If not, why?
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Hon. Chairman, at the outset I would like to
congratulate Palestine because yesterday there was a vote
taken in the UN on a Resolution to raise the status of
Palestine in the UN and the UN General Assembly
overwhelmingly voted for the Resolution, except for a
few countries like Israel and the United States.

Sir, during the last one year or so, our country had
suffered several setbacks in the international arena.
Though the Minister might say that everything is good,
when you look back, for the first time in the history of our
country, the United Nations appointed a UN Committee
to go into certain aspects of the conflict. The Minister
assured all of us and the whole country that the UN will
never appoint a committee to inquire into certain aspects
of the conflict. But, that was proved to be wrong when the
Secretary-General appointed a Committee to go into the
conflict and they gave a report which is now called the
"Darusman Report". When that Report was out, the
Government said, “we are appointing another committee -
the LLRC - to go into the aftermath of the war". But, even
those recommendations have been incomplete. They have
not been implemented by the Government and subsequent
to that, there was a UN Resolution.

So, for the first time in the history of our country a UN
Committee went into what happened during the last
stages of the war; then there was a UN Resolution and
now the Government is saying that everything is
excellent. In 2008, when the Universal Periodic Review
met, there were 100 recommendations against Sri Lanka -
G000 86d0D ewdszn 100z5. In 2012, Sir, when they
met last week, the strictures and recommendations had
doubled. It had gone up to 220. So, how can the Foreign
Ministry and the Government say that they have done
their work, when in 2008 we had over 100
recommendations and two weeks ago when the Periodic
Review met after 4 years, we had over 200 strictures and
recommendations? So, how can you say that you have
done well on behalf of the country? I hope the Minister
will answer that.

During the last three years, there has been mistrust
between the Government of Sri Lanka and the Western
world. It is no secret. Everyone knows it. How did this
mistrust begin? Soon after the war, there was a Resolution
in the UN, tabled by us in May, 2009. There, the UN
Human Rights Council voted in Sri Lanka’s favour.

Dr. Dayan Jayatilleka who was there at that time rendered
a yeoman service and the Human Rights Council voted in
favour of Sri Lanka. Why did they vote in favour of Sri
Lanka? At that time Sri Lanka said, “We will give a
political solution based on the Thirteenth Amendment;
we will inquire into serious violations of international law
and we will resettle the combatants". We gave these
assurances. It is there in black and white.

But, as time went by, the world community realized
that we were not sticking to our promises and that is why
they appointed a UN Committee, which issued a report
called, "Darusman Report". Then, you said, “We will
appoint another committee - the LLRC”. That Report was
out. Even there, you did not implement the important
proposals,

This is what the President said in the Joint Statement
between him and the UN Secretary-General, Ban Ki-
moon, on the 26th of May, 2009. Both of them issued a
Joint Statement - the President and the Secretary-General.
It states, I quote:

“President Rajapaksa expressed his firm resolve to proceed with the
implementation of the 13th Amendment, as well as to begin a
broader dialogue with all parties-"

Have you done that? During the war, you said,
"Thirteen Plus". When we said, "Thirteen" you said,
"Thirteen Plus". But, you have not honoured the
commitment you gave. What happened? There was a
Resolution against Sri Lanka in the Human Rights
Council for the first time in the history of our country. I
must tell you that we have been commended for
resettlement. But, regarding key issues - rule of law,
disappearances, media freedom and independence of
national institutions - we are way behind and that is why
we have fallen foul with the international community.

Now, there is another Resolution coming in March.
Hon. Minister of External Affairs knows that there is a
possibility of another Resolution in March. Now, how
are you going to tackle it? Are you going to wait till the
last day to canvass? I think last time, 15 countries voted
for Sri Lanka. Can you be sure that those countries will
vote for us? - [Interruption.] Yes, but Cuba is not there;
Russia is not there and China is not there. So, you have
lost three of them already. The Hon. Minister of External
Affairs said, “Things are good.” What about Malaysia?
Malaysia abstained from voting last time. Sir, very
recently, on November 28th, there was a meeting in the
Malaysian Parliament.

This is what that news report states: “A Malaysian
Parliamentary Caucus on the Abuse of Human Rights in
Sri Lanka has been set up, announced Malaysian Minister
in the Prime Minister’s Department Datuk Seri Nazri
Aziz. Nazri said members from both sides of the House
agreed to the caucus as they viewed with great concern
the alleged human rights violations happening at this very
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moment in Sri Lanka”. e® e9@ied c-m0ed 8¢ 0 @150
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This news report further states: "The caucus will
continue to monitor the progress of the United Nation’s
Resolution”.

A country like Malaysia has a large investment
portfolio in Sri Lanka. Even they are monitoring whether
we have fulfilled the recommendations of the Resolution
on human rights. So, it is a very serious matter. You have
already lost three countries. The way the things are going,
Malaysia might vote against Sri Lanka next time. I was
told even His Excellency’s visit to Malaysia is in doubt.
He is to go there next week or week after, but even that is
in doubt.

o0 (Ow8s) 8.03.85¢8 ®vmo (Beda »O@n
3@ ®0)

(wrewryfl@  (Currdiflwir)
BTL_L_DI6UEDS6IT H|eHLOSEFIT)
(The Hon. (Prof.) G.L. Peiris - Minister of External Affairs)
No. The President decided not to go - [Interruption.]

eS.eré.  1ffev - Glovarl

o0 CREOsT BBy EE Owmo

(orevstLLll @ svFagLossT HiflsTsvs)

(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)

I do not blame him. I hope he will not go. -
[Interruption.] Anyway, I do not want to comment on
that. The fact of the matter is, now you are canvassing for
the next session of the UN Resolution against Sri Lanka
which has been scheduled for March, 2013.

Then, you have gone to Africa on a safari. We do not
have any cultural links with Africa. We do not have any
trade with Africa. You cannot make friends like that,
Hon. Chairman.

o0 (Ow8n8s) 8. 8C. BSeS ®vmo

(wressrydlg (Burrdfwir) of.erev. 1Fiflsiv)

(The Hon. (Prof.) G.L. Peiris)

Hon. Member, European countries deal with Africa.-
[Interruption.]

o6 cges? BEHEE @wmo

(orevstLLll @ svFagLossT FiflsTsvs)

(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)

They have business. Africa is a new frontier. I agree.
Even China is there. Europeans are there; Americans are
there. There is a special programme everyday on CNN
called “African Voices”. Everyone wants to go to Africa
because Africa is a new frontier where very few people
have gone to. Do we have business contacts with them?
They are going for business. We are not going for
business or trade.

@0 (O0adn) 8. O, B3 ®wmo

(wrewrydl@ (Currdfwir) of.erev. Fiflsv)

(The Hon. (Prof.) G.L. Peiris)

Africa’s economy is much more developed -
[Interruption.)

00 CBERsT BBy EE dwmo

(wrewTyll@ euFangLosst &lifleTevsv)

(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)

At the moment we do not have any business with
Africa.- [Interruption.]

@G (Dwoa8w) 8. 8E. B3eS Owmo
(wrewryll@ (Currdfwir) of.erev. Fiflsiv)
(The Hon. (Prof.) G.L. Peiris)

238 ESeddes.
STURBSITN.
rose.

@6 CREOST BEHECE @vm

(ressrLll @ svFagLossT HiflsTevs)

(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)

You can reply later. Now, Sir, what I want to tell the
Minister is, when you are conducting foreign policy, if
you are on the right side morally and legally, then only
the international community will back you. If you are on
the wrong side, if you are violating international law, if
you are violating human rights, no country will back you.
This is what you have to realize. You violate the
Constitution in the country openly, you use the two-thirds
majority to trample everyone and you violate the
international human rights law. So, how can you go
round the world? You must do the right thing. I will tell
you why. A country need not be big, Hon. Chairman.

Now, take the case of Cuba. There was an embargo
imposed by the United States of America against Cuba.
About six to seven months ago, there was a Resolution in
the UN to lift the embargo. Only the United States and
two other countries voted for the embargo. The entire UN
General Assembly voted in favour of Cuba. How is that?
Cuba is a small country like Sri Lanka. Why did they
vote for Cuba? They defied the USA. Even Europe defied
the USA. Only three countries voted against Cuba. How
is that? That is because they are on the right side morally
and legally. Is Sri Lanka on the right side? I want the
Hon. Minister to answer that question. Are we on the
right side?

o6 (PwEadn) 8. 8F. BBeS ®wmo
(wressryll@ (Burrdfwir) of.erev. 1Fflsiv)
(The Hon. (Prof.) G.L. Peiris)

I will answer that.

@G CBEOsT BBy EE Owmn

(wreTyfl@ oFangLosst &lifleTevsv)

(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)

Then, take the case of Palestine. Yesterday, there was
a UN General Assembly Resolution. Only three countries
voted against the Resolution. Palestine is not even a State
with observer status. But, everyone has accepted that
there should be a Palestinian State because that is the
correct thing. You must do the correct thing. You do the
wrong thing and expect the whole world to support you.
It will never succeed. Even at this late stage, only three
months before March, I hope you will mend your ways.
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Now, you are canvassing African countries. We have
never heard some of those countries. Why are you doing
this? You are constructing roads for them and give
various inducements to them. You constructed a road in
Maldive Islands. Then, I think you gave something to
Uganda President and also to Swaziland. Is it a done thing
to canvass these people like this? It is against the protocol
to canvass. - [Interruption.] 1 do not like to use the word
"bribery", but that is what is happening now. I do not like
to use that word. Now, you gave Rs. 500 million to the
Maldives. For what? To construct a road. Is it correct to
construct roads there when there are so many villages
here without roads? Then you gave some money to the
President of Uganda. Is that correct? - [Interruption.]
Anyway, you can go on your African safari. I have no
objection. But, I assure you that it will not work.

Sir, how can you canvass Africa when you cannot
canvass India? You cannot even canvass India. When the
UN Resolution was looming large on the horizon, the
Hon. Mahinda Samarasinghe said India would support us
one hundred per cent. Did it happen? So, if you cannot
build a good relationship with India, how can you go
beyond that? When the UNP was in power from 2001 to
2004, our leader, the Hon. Ranil Wickremasinghe used to
always tell us that for Sri Lanka what is important is Tami
Nadu, not New Delhi. He told us to establish contacts
with the South Indian States, which you have neglected.
No powerful Minister has ever gone to the South to meet
the Chief Minister of South India. -/Interruption.] 1 do
not think so. Last time, New Delhi wanted to vote for us.
You said Delhi wanted to vote with the Sri Lankan
Government. But, there was pressure from South India
and they voted against. In fact, very recently an Indian
gentleman working in the Prime Minister’s Office had
stated, if India voted with Sri Lanka, the Indian
Government would have collapsed because today in
India, the States are more powerful not like the good old
days. Earlier the Congress Party was popular all over
India but it is not so today. The State parties are more
powerful. So, New Delhi has to listen to the States. That
is why I am telling you to establish links with South
India, which you have neglected. You are neglecting
India and going to Africa. [Interruption.]

Now, Sir, internationally, whether you like it or not,
we are in the dock. There are disappearances, media
suppression, serious violations of international law and I
do not want to repeat this ad nauseum. Everyone knows
about it and when all these things are piling up, you bring
an impeachment against the Chief Justice. Then, there
was the Welikada riots, which was a massacre. Then, on
the 28™ the students who were having a peaceful
demonstration were assaulted in Jaffna, and a Tamil
Member of Parliament was assaulted. Is it correct to
assault those students? Whether you like it or not, in the
South, a lot of people in the army died. In the North, also

due to the war, several families lost their loved ones. So,
when they commemorate their deaths, there is nothing
wrong with it.

@0 eCwod &.00.08. §tdO8 Dwmn

(LoTeRTLLAG HIVADTE 67.6T&.6TLD. S6TV6UIT)

(The Hon. Alhaj A.-H.M. Azwer)

They are commemorating the deaths of Tigers.

o6 CBERsT BEHEE Owmo

(wresstll@ svFagiosiT #iflsTsvs)

(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)

So, anyway, you do not know the difference between
a Tiger and an ordinary Tamil person. [Interruption.] If
the students of Jaffna commemorate the deaths of their
loved ones, is there anything wrong in it? When I went
for the May Day rally in Jaffna, I met a family that had
lost six people. They spoke to me. So, there is nothing
wrong in commemorating them. Is there anything wrong?
- [Unterruption.] Now, the fact of the matter is, you are in
the dock internationally and then you have started this
impeachment.

Yesterday, the Hon. Speaker gave a Ruling. So,
because of that, the Members of the Select Committee
need not appear in court. We respect that. We have to
respect that as Members of Parliament. But, [ want to ask
you one thing: whether we go before court or not, if the
Supreme Court makes an Order, if the Supreme Court
gives an interpretation of the Constitution, are we bound
to follow it?

Sod mOsnemn® BIedE ¢pivn, ©® Sewds mdm
©®ed OFIFOGE weaITRewsy. a8 dm BEosimrdn.
RN el WGBS VSN0 ¢ud &» BEosin 8L
eOm. O0; HOBROA, OO0 RIR®ens’ gwsies’ Om
ydme8. 48 ogddlmoemnwd Sur mms OO b0
Bopens mOR ogddhdmieas Buigdr ¢wlomy gsd
dm BEusimy 8L 0dmdr o5ic? o®m¢ O18DENed
»3w0, B8EeOSTHOD DDED eIy yoow. »Yn’

OBDEND  gdO Aowens BZe® dcw Beastesy
eFELEMC OB, OnemO  ogdbldwmdeme  ado
BGesemwas-

@0 eCwod &.00.08. §fO8 Bwm

(LoTeRTLLAG HVADTE 67.6TF.6TLD. Sy6VV6UIT)

(The Hon. Alhaj A.-H.M. Azwer)

We are not bound by their - [Interruption.] Your
Leader said - [Interruption.]

®G 68 WS €wIBNGD Dwmn

(wreryl@ rall & enrTBTids)

(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)

No, no. He did not say that. Do not take things out of
context. You just sit and wait. @y, ©0@0m 58D Ded
20808 S Do.

@0 CBEOsT BBHEE Owmn

(wreTll@ vFangLosst &lifleTevsv)

(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)

DR BOeD gm0 DELENOINED OVFOwWed
BrIcd amd Sods 0m ©wed as @I A DU
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Be8. dm ©8. »8x 00 guries’ Jd» enedd. dod
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@G eCd 8.00.08. eSOl dwmo
(LoTenTLLll@ VAN TE 67.6TF.6TLD. SeNV6uIT)
(The Hon. Alhaj A.H.M. Azwer)
You cannot force the Hon. Minister to answer you.
Sir, it is against the Standing Orders.

a0 VLR A3y EE Owmo

(orevstLLll @ svFagL6T FHiflsTss)

(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)

No, I am not pressurizing him. But, several times, he
had agreed to reply but did not. e®» @8 e¢emEEsio®
AN, 00m FeRPOO OnoW owd DAL w8cEDwd
B0 ewd DELD @¢wWE EBNeDR.

o0 (Owen8») 8. 8C. 8B5S ®wmo

(wresryl@ (Currdfwir) of.erev. LFiflsv)

(The Hon. (Prof.) G.L. Peiris)

This is not an inquisition. You have no right to get up
there and demand an answer from me this very minute.
Certainly not; I am not going to do it.

@6 cHEOsT BEHECE @wmn

(oressrLLll@ svFagLo6sT FliflsTev6V)

(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)

Sir, this is the Committee Stage, where - I do not
know about this Parliament, I remember in the old
Parliament - Members never made speeches; it was
always an exchange of views.

OIS 10N

(sallgreri jeuiser)

(The Chairman)
RIDed e @ H3.

@0 CHEOsT BBy EE Owmn

(omressrLLll @ sVFagLO6T FlifleT6V6V)

(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)

The Committee Stage is not for speeches; it is to
clarify various matters. So, I ask you because you are a
learned Professor of Law. Kindly enlighten us. If the
Supreme Court gives an interpretation of the Constitution
with or without us going there - [Interruption.] All right.
Okay.

00885 ®)

(sailFrari jeuissir)

(The Chairman)

@%cl. @Dwst mIBIB) 5.

o0 CHEOsT BEHEE Ovm

(wressyLll@ svgagLosit HiflsTevs)

(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)

Now, you all are hoping to host the Commonwealth
Heads' of Government Meeting. Referring to the news
release by Gabriela Knaul, on 20th November, 2012,
under the caption "2013 Meeting: Many Commonwealth
Governments will Reconsider Participation if the Chief
Justice is Impeached and Removed", the "Colombo
Telegraph" reported, I quote:

"The participation of Britain and several other countries at the 2013
Commonwealth Headin the balance with the Sri Lanka Government
moving to s of Government Meeting to be held in Hambantota
hangs impeach the Chief Justice, a move that has led to serious
concerns by the international community, including the United
Nations."

Now, you are trying to host the Commonwealth
Heads' of Government Meeting. You are quite aware that
we, in all these Commonwealth countries, are bound by
the Latimer House Principles, under which the
independence of the Judiciary is sacred. You drafted the
2000 Constitution. The impeachment is a process brought
under Standing Order No. 78A, which is peculiar because
the complainants are Members of Parliament, the
prosecutors are Members of Parliament and the decision
is also taken by the Members of Parliament, the same
group, which I think is a bit obnoxious. It maybe there in
the Constitution, but it is a bit obnoxious.

200889

(paflgrari jsuissir)

(The Chairman)

OO LIl @00  O5IEnOA,
@e500¢e? [0 BEO2]

OO0  2E®

o6 cHEesT BEHEE @vm
(ressyLll@ svFagLosiT HiflsTevs)
(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)
Give me just five minutes.

Because this Standing Order was obnoxious, when
you framed the 2000 Constitution, you suggested that
senior Commonwealth Judges should be included in a
panel. Did you not suggest that?

@G (0won8w) 8. 8C. B3ed Owmo
(wressryll@ (CurrdNwir) of.e1ev. LFifsv)
(The Hon. (Prof.) G.L. Peiris)

Hon. Member, what our objective was -

[Interruption.]

®©G 0. e¥ind OBHE esedch Owm
(wreTyll@ 61id. G Tl emLdHHL GLGryT)
(The Hon. M. Joseph Michael Perera)

It is not a legal argument.

o6 cHEesT BEHEE Ovwm

(oresstLll@ svFagLossT HiflsTevsv)

(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)

After Mr. Neville Samarakoon’s impeachment, there
was no reason to go into this; there was no occasion.
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Now, because of the current situation, we all are
discussing this. In the 2000 Constitution, you
recommended that when a Chief Justice is impeached,
when the Impeachment Motion is handed over to the
Speaker, the Speaker should refer it to a panel of three
judges consisting of a Judge from the Commonwealth and
two Senior Judges of the Appeal Court. I think that is the
way to do it and that is what our Leader has been saying
always. Give her a fair trial.

o0 (O908w) 8. 8. BBed ®wmo

(wrewrylg (Currdfwi) of.e1ev. LFifsiv)

(The Hon. (Prof.) G.L. Peiris)

But, was that document not burnt in Parliament?

®©G 00, eird BBHE eseddh P
(resstll@ sTib. G rel) swidssd GlLGTyT)
(The Hon. M. Joseph Michael Perera)
But, you proposed that.

@0 (O08w) 8. 8. B3ed ®wmo
(wrsryll@ (Currdfwir) of.erev. LFifs1v)
(The Hon. (Prof.) G.L. Peiris)

Yes. Who burnt it? You burnt it.

o0 CREOsT BBy EE Owmo

(orevstLLll @ svFagLossT HiflsTs06)

(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)

Hon. Minister, you had said that when an
Impeachment Motion is handed over to the Speaker, he
has to give it to a panel of three judges. Why can you not
do it even now? You did away with the Seventeenth
Amendment in two weeks. Did you not do that? There
was no consultation with the Opposition parties; there
was no discussion. You did away with the Seventeenth
Amendment in two weeks. Therefore, give her a fair trial.
As our Leader suggested yesterday, give her a fair trial;
give her a fair chance. In the eyes of the world, you will
be held in high esteem if your proposal is adopted. Can
you not do that, Hon. Minister, even now? So, it is up to
you.

Finally, in concluding, I wish you all the best for the
Ides of March! But, you are going to have a really tough
time, [ must say.

Thank you.

[10.31 am.]

oG, Bewed®E eselc ©wvmo
Boewdss §@imnn®o)
( wreryllg BGwrwrey GuGrym - GeueflBri L gpiausvger

Lrd) ojemwde)

(Beda »Ogn

(The Hon. Neomal Perera - Deputy Minister of External

Affairs)

Thank you, Hon. Chairman, for giving me the
opportunity to open the Discussion for the Government
on the Vote of the Ministry of External Affairs under

Head 112. First of all, I would like to quote what His
Excellency the President stated in the "Mahinda Chintana
- Vision for the Future".

“I will continue Sri Lanka’s non-aligned foreign policy. During the
last four years we witnessed the benefits of maintaining friendly
relations with India, Japan, China, Pakistan and other Asian
countries. I am committed to continue these friendly relations in the
political, economic, defence, trade and cultural arena.

I will ensure that Sri Lanka abides by the global treaties and
agreements on environmental and climate change and will
strengthen Sri Lanka’s ties with the UN Agencies.

I will maintain the dignity of my country in foreign relations and
will initiate a new programme to forge relations with countries.”

I must also mention that yesterday was a historic day
for Palestine. His Excellency the President, as a young
Member of Parliament in 1970, spoke about Palestine in
his Maiden Speech. I think his vision of that day, just like
the vision he expresses in the "Mahinda Chintana", had
been fulfilled yesterday. Sri Lanka co-sponsored and
supported the Resolution on Palestine yesterday at the
UN. So, I would like to mention, as the Deputy Minister
of External Affairs, that the international community has
recognized the efforts of the President after such a long
time and has given Palestine a much better membership
at the UN. She may not be a voting member at the UN,
but she has been recognized. They have achieved a lot in
that sphere.

I do not want to go into detail about what the Hon.
Lakshman Kiriella said. He did not mention about the
benefits the Ministry of External Affairs has gained,
about the immense contribution it has made after the end
of the war and the improvement in trade relations with all
the countries.

He mentioned about South India. People-to-people
contact has improved, trade has improved, and many
trade agreements have been signed with India.

Sir, a large number of grants and loans have been
given on a very concessionary basis to Sri Lanka by
many countries such as, Japan, Korea, China, Hungary,
Malaysia, Kuwait, Saudi Arabia, India, Pakistan,
Australia, Austria, Denmark, Finland, France, Germany,
Netherlands, Norway, Sweden, Spain - even at the
present state - the UK, the European Union and the USA.
- [Interruption.] You can raise your questions during the
Question time and I will reply them.

All the treaties that we have signed are for the benefit
of the people. People have increased economic benefits
and thereby the trade has improved. People's contacts
have improved. Many people have come to Sri Lanka and
vice versa. Hon. Chairman, I do not want to condemn
what the Hon. Leader of the Opposition did while he was
in power or his policies with India or the USA which
brought his defeat and contributed to the defeat of the
foreign policy as well.
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I would like to mention about the Consular Affairs
Division of our Ministry. It is the only section I think in
this whole country which is open at 6.00 o'clock in the
morning. It receives and accepts people and gives them a
very good service so that they do not have to waste
several days, like in the past. The office is open at 6.00
a.m. and starts functioning at 6.30 a.m. Also, there has
been an increase in income. More than the increase in
income, people have been satisfied and they have got
authentication of documents under the Consular
Functions Act. Up to now, we have got an income of Rs.
101 million. As far as the budgetary allocations are
concerned, we have received and will be continuing to
receive in the next few years, much more money to
improve, establish and strengthen our diplomatic relations
and increase our staff and improve their capacities.
Compensation has been received by the Consular Affairs
Division which were pending for a long time. Educational
Section, Miscellaneous Section, Repatriation Section, and
the Document Authentication Section in the Consular
Division have done an excellent job. I must thank all the
staff who have been motivated by our Minister, the Hon.
(Prof.) G.L. Peiris and the Secretary, Mr. Amunugama
and other able secretaries of our Ministry.

I would like to mention about the African Division on
which we have started a lot of contacts, improving
relations. I do not think the Hon. Lakshman Kiriella
knows about the number of countries in South Africa. He
said that he has not even heard of certain countries that
our Minister has visited. I am sorry to hear that because
he had also been the Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs.
These countries did not start to exist yesterday, they were
there during his time as well.

As far as Seychelles is concerned, many Heads of
States, foreign ministers, UN agencies have visited that
country. Sir, many foreign visits have been undertaken by
His Excellency the President, not for anything but to
improve relations, for the benefit of the people. To
improve trade relations, we will be soon signing a
Preferential Trade Agreement with China where they will
give preferential trade duties for us to benefit from their
market.

Now, there is a huge parity between the exports and
the imports from the two countries. But, as a result of
many visits to China and many requests by the President
and my Minister and my able staff from the Ministry, we
intend to increase our trade from US Dollars 400 million
to US Dollars 2 billion, by four times, within a course of
two years. We have held many meetings, conferences
showcasing Sri Lanka and its developments. The
Commonwealth Parliamentary Association Conference
was held this year in Sri Lanka. Out of the 54 countries,
53 countries participated. It was an excellent job done by
the Speaker and the Hon. Members, our Protocol Division
and our Ministry. When we go to these countries, we hear
from the very mouths of those who have been criticizing

about Sri Lanka, after seeing - there is a saying that
seeing is believing - that Sri Lanka has really changed.
So, those people who visited Sri Lanka, who did not want
to visit Sri Lanka, are speaking and as a result tourism
has increased. People are coming here and they all are
talking good of Sri Lanka.

Hon. Chairman, we have increased diplomatic
relationships with many South African countries.
According to the “Mahinda Chintana”, when His
Excellency the President took office in 2005, we
concentrated more on exports to African region when the
purchasing power of that region was reducing. Why is the
whole world looking at Africa? Because the price of
natural resources went up during the last decade. It went
up by 10 times or in some cases 30 - 40 times. The
African Continent has 80 per cent of the platinum
deposits, 55 per cent of chromites, 49 per cent of
palladium, 45 per cent of vanadium and 55 per cent of
gold and diamond in the world. So, it is no wonder that
the whole world is looking at South Africa. Then, of
course, petroleum and gas deposits are also seen in
similar ranges. So, obviously when there is a possibility
for entrepreneurs to make money, they look at such
countries. As a result of our diplomatic relationships,
many of our Sri Lankans are also working in such
countries. I have met them when I visited there. They are
working in water projects, hydro projects and agricultural
projects. With the expertise they have, they are looking at
other countries to invest as well. This was not the case
sometime ago. We were looking for investors. Of course
we are looking for investors. But, our investors, our
entrepreneurs are looking at other countries to invest. So,
we have been co-ordinating. We have improved
relationship with such countries. We have signed many
agreements for the benefit of the people with South Asia,
the SAARC Region, African Region and with East
Africa. Next year, there are many more visits planned by
Heads of Governments and the CHOGM is another event
you all will see.

I hope you all will coordinate and cooperate because
it is going to be held in our country. The CHOGM will be
held in November 2013 in Sri Lanka. It will be eventful.
His Excellency the President has extended his full
support and the Hon. Minister of External Affairs is
expecting to take it to the highest level possible in the
history of CHOGM to showcase this event not only to Sri
Lanka but to the whole region. Many leaders have
already confirmed their participation. Even a few Fortune
500 companies are expected to attend this event and to
speak to the world from Sri Lanka as the hub of Asia or
the Miracle of Asia looking at the benefits of it.

Hon. Chairman, this did not come overnight. Our
Hon. Minister tirelessly worked, canvassing; His
Excellency the President tirelessly worked and the staff
of the Ministry of External Affairs tirelessly worked to
bring CHOGM to Colombo. At every forum, whether it is
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Non-Aligned, UN, Commonwealth or SAARC, we have
been speaking of bringing economic benefits to the North
and the South as well. There have been many UN
multilateral affairs meetings that have taken place. As the
Deputy Minister of External Affairs, I am very happy at
the state of affairs and the follow-up actions that are being
taken by the staff of the Ministry led by the Hon. (Prof.)
G.L. Peiris, Minister of External Affairs according to the
wishes of the President and the "Mahinda Chintana".

Hon. Chairman, we have opened many diplomatic
missions but we are short of staff. Diplomatic officers
cannot be recruited overnight because they need
experience. We have recruited many and also, we are on
the verge of recruiting more to improve and strengthen
our missions abroad because three years ago, we did not
have enough staff. Our Missions were on a different track
but today, it is on the track to develop the economy for
the benefit of the people of our country, whether they
belong to the Opposition or the Government.

I would like to mention here about the number of
visits which have been made by foreign leaders.
Sometimes, within a week, there have been two to three
Heads of States visiting Colombo. Our Protocol Division
as well as the other staff in our Ministry have been
working 24 hours tirelessly and there has not been a
single adverse incident to report. So, I thank them because
with a few staff, they have done an excellent job.

I thank you very much Hon. Chairman, for giving me
the opportunity to open the Discussion today but 15
minutes is not enough to speak on international affairs.
Like the few who went abroad and commended and spoke
as Sri Lankans, I wish that everybody will speak of the
achievement we have made as Sri Lankans, when they go
abroad in future without criticizing only the
shortcomings. Thank you, Hon. Chairman.

[10.48 a.m.]

® &, w5d®vsIest Owvmo

(LomessrLLdl @ <. FLOLIHS60T)

(The Hon. R. Sampanthan)

Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I am glad to be able to say
a few words on the Votes of the Ministry of External
Affairs. I do want to assure the Hon. Minister, who is a
much beleaguered person, that what I do say I do not say
in a spirit of confrontation, but I think it is our duty to
bring to the notice of the Government various matters
which we think are important. Sir, we are all concerned
with Sri Lanka and its international relations as of now
and we are all concerned with its present standing within
the international community. I mean, there is so much of
controversy pertaining to Sri Lanka and its international
relations, largely flowing from the domestic situation in

this country which cannot be but a matter of very urgent
and important concern to all the people who live in this
country and who would like to see a more prosperous Sri
Lanka, which is more respected by the international
community and a Sri Lanka of which we all can be proud.

If I might say so, the most recent gaffe on the part of
the Ministry of External Affairs has been the statement
that they have issued recently in response to the Report of
the Secretary-General’s Internal Review Panel on United
Nations Action in Sri Lanka. What the Ministry of
External Affairs had said is that the Report is regrettably
unsubstantiated, erroneous and replete with bias.

Sir, this is a rather serious condemnation of what has
been done by a Panel appointed by the United Nations
Secretary-General and who have come up with a Report.
Largely, they have done a self-criticism of their own
activities in Sri Lanka when the UN was functional here
particularly during the time that the war was in operation
in 2009 and the years prior to that.

@G (B®obn) 8. 8E. B3ed ®wmo
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(The Hon. (Prof.) G.L. Peiris)

That was one part of the Report but it went far beyond
that.

@0 8. ®usiesy Ovm
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(The Hon. R. Sampanthan)

Yes, I know that. I am going to refer to some parts of
the Report. The Hon. Minister can respond to what I had
to say when he speaks.

The position of Sri Lanka, Sir, was very much the
same when there was a Report issued by the Panel of
Experts appointed by the Secretary-General of the UN;
that Report was issued in April, 2011. There was a Panel
of three Experts appointed by the Secretary-General to
advise him on accountability issues. One is inclined to
pose the question, Sir, whether such summary rejection of
reports prepared and submitted by competent and
independent persons at the instance of the United Nations
or the Secretary-General of the United Nations in the
best interest of the country. Is such rejection made after a
careful study by competent people of the findings in the
said Reports or is such a response based upon an
erroneously-structured  policy framework of the
Government suited to serve only its purposes and not in
the interests of the country?

This is a question we have to ask. When you make
such criticism about international efforts, particularly
from the UN or from the Secretary-General, I think it has
long term interests, long term impacts, as far as the
country is concerned. In fact, I talked about the reports of
the two UN Panels: one appointed by the Secretary-
General in regard to accountability issues and the one
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appointed also by the Secretary General in regard to the
workings of the UN mechanism in Sri Lanka. We also
have the Government’s response to the Lessons Learnt
and Reconciliation Commission Report, a Commission
appointed by the Sri Lankan Government itself and
comprising only Sri Lankan persons. Now, even with
regard to that Report, which was submitted unanimously
by a group of Sri Lankan persons appointed by the
Government, the Government has spoken with different
voices in regard to the contents of that Report. Different
people from within the Government have spoken with
different voices. There has been no unequivocal
acceptance by the Government of that Report; there has
been no unequivocal commitment on the part of the
Government that it will implement that Report either.
Why? You attack international reports, even your own
Commission Report which had been prepared and made
public by Sri Lankans appointed by you. You have
spoken with different voices and there has been no
commitment either that you accept the Report or that you
will implement the Report. A great deal of uncertainty
prevails in regard to the genuine implementation of the
constructive recommendations contained in that Report.
Some of those recommendations outlined in the
Resolution were adopted by the UN Human Rights
Council in March this year. This uncertainty, even in
regard to the LLRC Report, falls within that erroneously-
structured policy framework of the Government. What
that erroneously-structured policy framework of the
Government is, I will deal with shortly.

The Government seems to be obsessed with an
attitude of indifference to the views of others, however
responsible they may be, and even one observes the
measure of  impunity in regard to the possible
consequences of such indifference. The attitude seems to
be, "Who cares? You can say what you like. But, we will
do what we like and the consequences do not matter".
Such an attitude on the part of the Government, Sir, may
serve its interests domestically for a period of time, but I
do not think it can serve the interests of the country and
certainly from an international point of view, it can be
quite harmful to the long-term interests of the country.
The Government’s attitude seems to be, “Well all these
things will go away after some time. We do not have to
bother about it now because after sometime it will just
disappear". Well, knowledgeable people seem to be of the
view that some of these things will not go away, that they
will continue to haunt you for a long time to come.

Talking of the present situation, Sir, I am reminded of
what happened to the GSP Plus concession sometime ago.
We had three Ministers speaking on behalf of the
Government. The former Minister of External Affairs,
Hon. Rohitha Bogollagama was one of them. The Hon.
Mahinda Samarasinghe, who was the Minister in charge
of Disaster Management and Human Rights, was the
second one. The third one was the Hon. (Prof.) G.L.
Peiris, who was also concerned with external trade, one of

the subjects in his portfolio. We observed that they were
speaking with different voices, like what is happening
within the Government now, in regard to the LLRC
Report. The Government’s attitude, once again was one
of indifference, one of impunity and an attitude of "Who
cares. We could not care less with what decision the
European Union takes in regard to GSP Plus". We know
what happened. We lost that facility.

When this controversy was raging at that point of
time, we decided that we should not add fuel to the fire
because we were concerned about the employment
prospects of perhaps hundreds of thousands of youth in
this country. I did not utter one word that GSP Plus must
be removed or that facility must be denied to the Sri
Lankan Government. I did not speak in Parliament one
word advocating such a position or outside Parliament
because we were concerned with the employment
prospects of several hundreds of thousands of youth in
this country, though we knew that almost the entirety of
that youth came from the majority community. But, the
fact of the matter was that they were all Sri Lankans and
it was no pleasure for us to see several hundreds of
thousands of Sri Lankans losing their jobs as a result of
that facility being removed. The Government was
concerned more with, I think, a false sense of prestige.
“Who cares about what these foreigners have to say?”
That was their approach.

As you know, the GSP Plus was removed and as a
result of it being removed, today, I think some
considerable difficulties are being experienced in regard
to the export of garments to certain parts of the world and
this matter is becoming a matter of grave concern to the
exporters of garments. Since that facility is not
available, prices of Sri Lankan garments have gone up
and consequently we have to face very stiff competition.
It is my view that the GSP Plus could have been
preserved, could have been retained and we need not
have lost it at that point of time, if we handled that whole
issue more carefully with better judgment, so as to ensure
that whatever action we took was not based upon a false
sense of prestige but was done in the interests of the
country. That was not done. I am afraid that your
present attitude in regard to some vital issues seems to
display a similar attitude, which can end in much harm to
this country.

What does the Report of the Secretary-General’s
Internal Review Panel on United Nations Action in Sri
Lanka state? As I said before, it is largely a self-criticism
of their own functioning, particularly in the Vanni, during
the course of war in 2009. But, it also refers to other
matters, which I shall refer to shortly. All the UN
officials were compelled to leave the Vanni in September
2008. It was not merely they but the INGOs were
compelled to leave; the NGOs were compelled to leave.
The media had no access to the Vanni. It was a war being
fought without any witnesses. You wanted to get all the
independent persons out of the Vanni.
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I want to deal, Sir, with some aspects of the Report
because I think that is important. I will read paragraph 1
(4) of page 41 of the Report which gives us some idea of
the state of the UN-Sri Lankan relationship during this
particular period of time. It states, I quote:

“The UN had a generally difficult relationship with the
Government, which used its control of visas, as well as harsh
and even defamatory articles in the domestic media, as a means
to pressure and intimidate any staff perceived as critical of the
State. Several Resident Coordinators (RCs) were declared
persona non grata (PNG) and a number of senior staff were
withdrawn by the UN before they suffered the same fate.
Candidates proposed to replace them were apparently rejected
because of past experience in conflict situations.”

It goes on in that way. That is not a very good
situation. You seem to have had a very bad relationship
with the UN in terms of this Report. According to this
Report, the Panel appointed to conduct investigations
seemed to have taken the view that relations between the
UN staff and the Sri Lankan Government were not cordial
at all. That is not a thing that we can be happy about; that
is something of grave concern to us, the people of this
country.

The UN Report, Sir, also deals with the question of
accountability and that is contained on pages 43 and 44 of
this Report. I would like to read a part of that Report in
regard to accountability. It states, I quote:

“While calling for a human rights monitoring capacity, a
second objective of UN strategy was to push for action on
impunity for violations. This was given new urgency after the
August 2006 execution of 17 staff of the NGO Action Contre la
Faim (ACF) in Muttur. As in the past, the Government rejected
calls for an international inquiry and instead established, in
November 2006, its own ‘Presidential Commission of Inquiry’
to investigate 16 incidents, including the ACF killings.

In October 2006 an OHCHR internal report said '"There are
several serious problems in the domestic legal system that will
hamper the effectiveness of this Col [including].... the lack of
witness protection programs, and prohibition in the military
law in utilizing the concept of command responsibility.... it is
difficult to see how this Col could be effective in leading to
prosecution'. The internal report of a second OHCHR mission
to Sri Lanka, in February 2007, confirmed the steady
deterioration in the human rights situation, and the limited
impact that was to be expected of the Presidential Commission
of Inquiry. In a compromise, the Government accepted that the
commission’s work be monitored for conformity with
international standards by an International Independent Group
of Eminent Persons (IIGEP), established in February 2007. One
year later, on 6 March 2008, in a public statement on the
Presidential Commission’s work, the IIGEP said '[Tlhe
proceedings of inquiry and investigation have fallen far short of
the transparency and compliance with basic international norms
and standards...', and regretted flaws such as 'restrictions on
the operation of the Commission.... refusal of the State
authorities at the highest level to fully cooperate with the
investigations and inquiries.... a climate of threat, direct and
indirect, to the lives of anyone who might identify persons
responsible for human rights violations...." [T]here has been
and continues to be a lack of political and institutional will to
investigate and inquire into the cases before the Commission.”

This is what they say on the question of
accountability. This is not a happy state for us to be in.
This is in regard to the 17 aid workers in Mutur. Another
matter being inquired at that point of time was the
massacre of the five students in Trincomalee which took
place in January, 2006. You made certain commitments
at the last Human Rights Council Meeting in March,
2012 in regard to these investigations. You said that
certain action would be taken in regard to these two
particular matters: the 17 aid workers been killed in
Mutur and the five students been killed in Trincomalee.
What have you done? Has anything been done? Have you
addressed the question of accountability in regard to
those issues? These are not matters that will go away.

What is happening now on the question of
accountability? The UN Human Rights Council
Resolution in March, 2012 talks in terms of
Government’s responsibility, Government’s obligation to
conduct independent, transparent investigations on the
question of accountability. What has happened? Have
you done anything? Anything whatever? We know you
appointed some military officials to conduct
investigations into certain matters and their reports to be
submitted to the Military Commander.  All these
investigations are in respect of service personnel. But,
everything is being done within the same orbit; within the
same area. You have not appointed any independent
domestic mechanism which can be regarded as being
impartial, trustworthy, credible and legitimate, to conduct
any investigation on the question of accountability. What
have you done to satisfy anyone that you are moving in
regard to these matters with a commitment towards
ascertaining the truth?

I want to also refer, Sir, to the Report of the Internal
Review Committee on the question of food. It appears on
Page 55, Paragraph 45 of the Report, which states, I
quote:

“The Government continued to insist that there were no more
than 70,000 people in the Wanni. According to the most
credible information available, the actual number was at least
360,000 (see Annex II). The UN believed there to be about
350,000, but did much of its assistance planning on the basis
of a figure of 200,000 beneficiaries. Using WFP calculations
of nutritional measurements per person, the total food needed
for the period October to December alone was 10,350 metric
tons for the beneficiary planning figure of 200,000, and
18,630 metric tons for the actual population of 360,000.
Between 2 October 2008 and 15 December 2008 a combined
4,120 metric tons of food were dispatched to the Wanni by the
UN, about 40% of the requirements for the planning figure
and just under 20% of the requirements for the actual
population numbers.”

The food sent to the Vanni during this period
comprised of less than 20 per cent of the actual
requirement by the number of people who were there at
that point of time. How can you get away with this? Why
did you put the figure at 70,000? According to our own
figures, there was, in the Vannni at that time, a
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population of around 400,000. The UN says 350,000 or
360,000. Eventually, over 290,000 people came out of
this area. How were you able to put the figure at 70,000
when eventually 290,000 people came out of the area?
Did they fall from the sky? Did you underestimate the
figure and keep it at 70,000 because you wanted to reduce
the number of casualties? Did your underestimation of the
figure at 70,000 have anything to do with the number of
civilians eventually killed? These are the questions that
have to be addressed, Sir; these are not questions that can
g0 away.

The Panel of Experts appointed by the UN Secretary-
General comprising of three persons said that tens of
thousands of civilians had been killed, that up to about
40,000 people had been killed. Based upon the number of
persons who eventually came out of the Vanni and the
number of persons who were admittedly in the Vanni, the
UN says the figure was 350,000 or 360,000 and other
figures put it at 400,000. There is an estimation that well-
nigh over 70,000 civilians were killed in the Vanni. So,
the question is very legitimately posed: did the
Government says that there were only 70,000 people in
the Vanni because it wanted to obscure the actual number
of casualties that happened in the Vanni as a result of the
war being prosecuted in that particular way?

Then, Sir, I want to deal with the amount of medicine
that was available in the Vanni at this point of time. It is
referred to in this Report. I refer to page 75, paragraph
111 of the Report, which states, I quote:

“111. On 16 March, the Regional Directors of Health Services
of Mullaitivu and Killinochchi addressed an open letter to the
Secretary of the Ministry of Health saying '... less than 5
percent of the combined quota of drugs and dressings that are
meant for the last quarter of last year and for the first quarter
of this year have been sent to us, so far. You are well aware of
the fate of the remaining bulk - to be kept in Vavuniya
awaiting security clearance from the Ministry of Defence,
despite our repeated requests and reminders made to you ...
Since January 2009, more than 500 civilian deaths, either on
or after admission, have been registered at hospitals and
thousands of civilian deaths could have gone unrecorded as
they were not brought to the hospitals ... Most of the hospital
deaths could have been prevented if basic infrastructure
facilities and essential medicines were made available ... We
have been supplied with no antibiotics, no anesthetics and not
a single bottle of IV fluid ...". A separate source described
deaths related to the lack of medicines as being from war

related injuries ........ " and other causes.

It goes on to state, I quote:

"The source referred to ships under ICRC flags that could
have brought in medicines, but which experienced heavy
shelling in their immediate vicinity, forcing them to withdraw.
'‘Badly wounded civilians on the beach, who needed urgent
transport to a full medical facility in Trincomalee or
Pulmoddai, would often die when the security forces attacked
preventing the ships from being able to pick them up or
causing the ships to leave early ..."'”

We know you were fighting a war. We know you were
fighting an enemy who was a dangerous enemy. There is

no question about it. We do not mince our words in
regard to that matter. But, did you show any concern
whatever for the poor civilians who lived there in their
hundreds of thousands? You not merely educed their
numbers, but did you make any food available to them?
Did you make medicine available to them? They lived
under trees. Did you make shelter available to them?
They were subjected to aerial bombardment; they were
subjected to heavy artillery fire. This is your problem.
You know what happened. Why did such things have to
happen? I must say, Sir, that many of these matters that |
have referred to have been referred to by us in Parliament
as and when they occurred without any demur from the
Government benches. What is the use of a bold denial
saying, “It is unsubstantiated; it is replete with bias”?
Nice faces! One does not have to look for faces when you
have somebody like the Hon. (Prof.) Peiris as your
Minister. It comes to him quite easily. But, what are the
hard facts? Are you answering the hard facts? Sir, I
might, at this point, briefly refer to the editorial written in
“The Hindu” newspaper on 17" November, 2012 in
regard to this Report that has been published by the
Committee appointed by the United Nations Secretary-
General.

What does it say ? I quote:

In the report, Sri Lanka emerges none the purer, as it contains
cogent evidence of how Colombo worked to stave off
international scrutiny and brazenly hounded U.N. and aid
agencies out of the conflict zone so that there were no
witnesses to its undoubted excesses."

It further states:

"The government deliberately underestimated the population
trapped in the Vanni region and issued patently false denials
about targeting no-fire zones and hospitals. It carried on a
campaign of intimidation and calumny against U.N. officials,
detained its national staff and shelled convoys carrying
essentials for the trapped population.”

That is what a respected newspaper like “The Hindu”
had to say about the situation that prevailed in the Vanni.
Sir, I think you need to do much more than merely
engage in a bold denial of this position.

Now, I want to say a few words, Sir, in regard to the
question of a political solution. I do no want to dwelve
much about it; I have dealt with it at some length in the
course of previous debates. But, I want to tell you this
very frankly and with much candour; you cannot deny
that you have been fibbing and fudging, I repeat those
words, you have been fibbing and fudging on the
question of a political solution. It is all part of the same
mindset: concealment of the truth in regard to the
violations of human rights, in regard to your excesses, in
regard to what happened during the course of war to
Tamil civilians, it is the same mindset that makes you fib
and fudge in regard to a political solution. I want to
however, Sir, - [ dealt with this at some length in the past
- refer to some aspects in regard to this matter because it
is very important.
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I want to refer to the National Report of the
Government of Sri Lanka to the Human Rights Council
for the Universal Periodic Review in 2008, presented by
the Minister Mahinda Samarasinghe. [ will read the
second point of para E. 98. from page 21, what is the
commitment you made? It states, I quote:

“Full implementation of the 13" amendment to the Constitution”

What you told the Universal Periodic Review in 2008,
four years ago, was the full implementation of the
Thirteenth Amendment to the Constitution. Have you
implemented the Thirteenth Amendment? What is
happening now?

Then, I want to read something else, Sir, appearing in
para 87 on page 19 of the same report, when the Minister
said, and I quote:

“One important initial step in the implementation of police
powers, under the 13™ Amendment to the Constitution, was the
recent induction of 175 persons of Tamil linguistic origin
(including 50 women) into the police force in the Eastern
Province.”

TISYS PO

(sallFTeri jeuiger)

(The Chairman)

Hon. Member, you have another three minutes to wind

up.
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(The Hon. R. Sampanthan)

No, Sir. I have got more time from the UNP. They
have given me 45 minutes, but actually they have
increased it to 50 minutes.

008835

(sallgTeri jeuiser)

(The Chairman)

You have already taken 44 minutes.
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(The Hon. R. Sampanthan)

I will stick to 50 minutes. The Hon. John Amaratunga
agreed to that.

That is the position, Sir. They say that they are going
to implement the Thirteenth Amendment fully, that is a
national priority that will be done, and in fact they go
further and say that they have commenced the
implementation of the police powers. Is that happening?
Can you answer me? Was the Minister being very
economical with the truth or was the Minister being very
uneconomical with the reverse of the truth when he said
that this is a national priority four years ago and they are
going to implement the Thirteenth Amendment to the
Constitution and it will happen. What does all this show?

I want to also refer at this point of time, it is important
that 1T refer to it, to the statement made by the Indian
Ambassador to the UN in Geneva at the last Universal
Periodical Review that took place on the 1% November
this year. The “Ceylon Today” of 3™ November, 2012
states, I quote:

“We recall the commitments made by Sri Lanka on the
implementation of the 13™ Amendment and building on it to
achieve a meaningful devolution package. We urge expeditious
action to take forward the political process for early political
settlement.” the Ambassador said.”

So, this is the position that India has stated at the
Geneva Sessions of the Universal Periodic Review held
in November this year. You talked of implementing the
Thirteenth Amendment four years ago. You have now
made a commitment to India not really to implement the
Thirteenth Amendment, but to build upon the Thirteenth
Amendment first to bring about a meaningful devolution,
and there was a reference to it by the Indian Ambassador
at the Universal Periodic Review held in Geneva in
November this year. So, what is your position? Our
position is made public. We are for a reasonable,
acceptable, workable and durable political solution within
a united, undivided Sri Lanka. We are committed to that
position. What is your commitment? Are you prepared to
put aside your selfish interests and are you prepared to
work towards a political solution? Is there any indication
on your part that you are prepared to do it? What does the
International Crisis Group say in their Report which has
been released just a short time ago? This is what the
International Crisis Group says. The Report of the
International Crisis Group dated 20™ November, 2012,
states, I quote:

“The Sri Lankan Government’s refusal to negotiate seriously
with Tamil leaders or otherwise address legitimate Tamil and
Muslim grievances is increasing ethnic tensions and damaging
prospects for lasting peace. The administration, led by the Sri
Lanka Freedom Party of Mahinda Rajapaksa, has refused to
honour agreements with the Tamil National Alliance (TNA),
broken promises to world leaders and not implemented
constitutional provisions for minimal devolution of power to
Tamil-speaking areas of the north and east. Militarization and
discriminatory economic development in Tamil and Muslim
areas are breeding anger and increasing pressure on moderate
Tamil leaders.”

This is what the International Crisis Group says in
regard to your performance. What is your answer? I said
a while ago, Mr. Chairman, that the Sri Lankan
Government has a particular policy framework within a
given mindset, a policy framework that is not merely
eschewed, it is fatally flawed, a policy framework that
has its foundation, majoritarianism, the entrenchment of
majoritarianism and the rejection of the much-honoured
principle of unity in diversity. That is your problem. Your
problem is that you are obsessed with the idea that any
solution must be on the foundation of majoritarianism
and that you will not accede to the much-honoured
concept of unity in diversity, equality and justice in a
country that is essentially pluralistic in character. You
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have to make the choice. Until you do make the choice
you will sink more and more into the mire until a point
where you will be beyond redemption. That is what the
future holds for you. There is no purpose in furiously
opening missions all over the world. There is no purpose
in giving money to other countries and trying to win them
over. You will not succeed in winning them over. The
Hon. Lakshman Kiriella referred to some of these matters
in the morning today. Do the right thing; address the
question of accountability. Carry on proper investigations
in regard to the five students killed in Trincomalee and
the 17 aid workers killed in Mutur. Bring about a political
solution. You do not have to fret so much. You do not
have to sink into the mire more and more. You will be
automatically redeemed. The choice is yours. We leave it
in your hands. But, I want to assure you on the Floor of
this House on behalf of myself and my Party and the
Tamil people that if you will take the right steps, you will
have our complete and unstinted support. Thank you, Sir.

[&3.%00. 11.36]
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(The Hon. Dilan Perera - Minister of Foreign Employment
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I will deal with some of the matters raised by the Hon.
R. Sampanthan at the end of my speech, so that I will
have time on what I intend to speak in this Ministry’s
Vote.
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(The Hon. R. Sampanthan)
That is not correct.

@0 853 esedd ®vm

(wressryll@ 1gevresr GuGryT)

(The Hon. Dilan Perera)

No, that is right. & mdesw® @B, a¢ 0® ecimed AE
BDEDW BEACD DGR BrIcdmd O35y,

Today, the Hon. R. Sampanthan was talking about
different voices. With all respect to you, Sir, I started by
saying that you are the most respected Member of
Parliament in my book. But still, I want to remind you
that when you say we are speaking in different voices,
you must realize that when you point a finger at us, there
are three fingers pointed at you. Why do I say that? You
are telling us today that there are Members in this
Government, parties in this Government, who are talking
in different voices of the LLRC. But, as a Government
we have stood together and said, “We will implement and
we are committed to implement the LLRC proposals”.
What about your side?

At the last Presidential Election, you who are
supposed to be the champions of the Tamil-speaking
people, supported the candidate who once said that Tamil
-speaking people are second-class citizens in this country.
Is that different voices or different strokes? He gave an
interview to a Canadian magazine and said, "Tamil-
speaking people are second-class citizens". The Tamil
National Alliance at the last Presidential Election
supported that candidate. So, for you, sometimes when
you want to swim freestyle, you start swimming freestyle
and then later on when you want, you go backstroke and
then when you want, you would go breaststroke. What
about the Opposition? Sometimes you all are together
with various people in the Opposition on a common
platform. You are together with the JVP on the same
platform today. But, the JVP position on the Thirteenth
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Amendment is different from yours. That does not mean
that you agree with the JVP. So, when you are together in
an alliance, a common front, you have different views.
But, you work together. As a Government, we are
committed to implement the LLRC proposals. When we
appointed the LLRC Commission, you came to this
House and said, “We are not very sure about the
credibility of the Commission”. But, when the Report of
the Commission came, everybody accepted it. As a
Government, we are committed to implementing it. As
individual parties, some parties who are in the Alliance
have different views, in the same way that you have
different views in your common Opposition.

There was an incident about three-weeks ago, where a
TNA Member of Parliament, while speaking on the Floor
of this House on the Budget Debate, happened to say that
he does not agree with the views of another Member of
the TNA itself. This happened about three weeks ago.
Then, who is speaking in different voices? Those are not
different voices but different strokes. Hon. Sampanthan,
you must realize the fact that you are also playing ball
with politics and the rights of the Tamil people when it is
convenient to you.

@0 Y. ®usIesT wm
(omressrLyLll@ <. FbLIhS6dT)
(The Hon. R. Sampanthan)
You are not -

®©0 sy esedd ®vmn

(wrewryll@ 1gevrer GQuGryT)

(The Hon. Dilan Perera)

You are accusing the Government of fudging away
from a political solution. Well, you are the party who is
doing it. Go before a mirror and say it because the
Government has invited you. [/nterruption.] 1 cannot give
way. I listened to you, Hon. Sampanthan.

® &, w5d®vsIest Owvmo
(omressTLLdl @ Dy FLbLIHS6T)
(The Hon. R. Sampanthan)
Can I please -

0 BcsT esedd ®wmo

(wrevsryll@ 1gevrer GQuGryT)

(The Hon. Dilan Perera)

Please, please! You are a respected senior politician.
I listened to you word by word. Do not disturb me, please.
Please be a gentleman. Please keep the respect that I have
given you.
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(The Chairman)
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Whereupon MR. SPEAKER left the Chair, and MR. DEPUTY
CHAIRMAN OF COMMITTEES [THE HON. MURUGESU
CHANDRAKUMAR 1 took the Chair.
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(The Deputy Chairman)

Order, please! The Sitting is suspended till 1.00 p.m.
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1.000 220 500 &
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TG Dy TbiomulHmy.
Sitting accordingly suspended till 1.00 p.m. and then resumed.
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Sarath Weerasekara)
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mSme. The Joint Statement issued at the conclusion of UN
Secretary-General’s visit to Sri Lanka on 23™ May, 2009,
states, I quote:

“President Rajapaksa expressed his firm resolve to proceed

with the implementation of the 13™ Amendment, as well as to
begin a broader dialogue with all parties, including the Tamil
parties in the new circumstances,.........
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The Joint Statement further states:

“Sri Lanka reiterated its strongest commitment to the promotion

and protection of human rights, in keeping with international
human rights standards and Sri Lanka’s international
obligations. The Secretary-General underlined the importance
of an accountability process for addressing violations of
international humanitarian and human rights law. The
Government will take measures to address those grievances.”
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O0 980 eumB-w» Swm
(wrewrLilg sefeu Caardlnias)
(The Hon. Sujeewa Senasinghe)
Sir, I rise to a point of Order.

200889
(sallereri oeuiser)
(The Chairman)

Hon. Sujeewa Senasinghe, what is your point of
Order?

@G 980 e 8-m» Bwmo

(wrenTLil@g Fefou Cramdnis)

(The Hon. Sujeewa Senasinghe)
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00889

(sallgrari ojeuiser)

(The Chairman)

It is not relevant. ©6; e8zs¥ ¢ D1ed QERDERD BT EH®o
DO DOBID.
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(renTL L@ FEIl6T & suTeNV @ 6WT6IT &6oT)
(The Hon. Sajin De Vass Gunawardena)
OO @azD0 OBZDo.

€801889®)

(pallFrari ojauissir)

(The Chairman)

Let him speak. He has just started.

@G 638573 ¢ Daed QRDIVD Owmn
(LoTenTL LG FLIEIT S SUTEN G 6WTEUIT H60T)
(The Hon. Sajin De Vass Gunawardena)
DO TR0 Do) @D5I5).
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008835

(sallFTeri ojeuiser)

(The Chairman)

®0; O5EnE O BBvwd geed mD ®OBIB). [P
BB®] Order, please! @mSiemomOE ©®F OIFOS Do
DY)

@0 88573 ¢ Dtd QRO Bwmo

(orenTLLll@ FE6IT B suTeN G 6wTeuIT H6uT)

(The Hon. Sajin De Vass Gunawardena)

Hon. Chairman, I would like to begin my speech. But,
before I go on to the subject of External Affairs -
[Interruption.] @S ©®IsBROE, 0den eSO Bn¥
o).

@G ¢088 Swewmd Ovm
(omessryLll @ swrdy) wCssr)
(The Hon. Dayasiri Jayasekara)

Sir, I rise to a point of Order.

ST ST

(sallgTeri ojeuiser)

(The Chairman)

What is the point of Order?
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Hon. Chairman, let me now go into the subject of
External Affairs, of which much was spoken today from
the Government as well as the Opposition Benches. I
think we have to take foreign relations in the context of
the very rich and traditional history that Sri Lanka has
had.

®©G BT @686 ®nmo
(wrewryllg evrssr QuGryT)
(The Hon. Dilan Perera)

Sir, I rise to a point of Order.

RISy S oTOn)
(sallerert ojeuiser)

(The Chairman)
Hon. Dilan Perera, what is the point of Order?

@0 853 esedd ®vm

(wrewryilg eorest QuGryT)

(The Hon. Dilan Perera)

O] @BBROB, @®@m sEEed®sTnD ezl. e®m»
e dEdd® 8O0 e ©r0edd esl. gdes »HO
OB BOedE 88xY edmy dudd® sDuDsIm yoOsy.

LRIy SFaTOn)

(paflgrari ojauissir)

(The Chairman)

WO S H©O] OBIBOG 5T 88red HOGHOEO DDIBW
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@G 8853 ¢ el QRO Bwmo

(renTL L@ FEI6T & euTeNV @ 6WT6UIT &6oT)

(The Hon. Sajin De Vass Gunawardena)

From thousands of years ago up to now, during
periods of invasion, we had to fight for our territory.
Then, we had to fight for our Independence. And, in the
recent history, for the past 30 odd years, we have been
fighting for our sovereignty. This is a fundamental issue
that we have to recognize in the external affairs in Sri
Lanka. The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella, this morning made a
comment to say, "What is wrong in LTTE
commemorating their "Mahavir’s day"? What is
"Mahavir"? A "Mahavir" is an LTTE cadre. A "Mahavir"
is a terrorist, an LTTE cadre who was killed. He had the
audacity to come to this House and ask, "What is wrong
in commemorating terrorists?".

Therefore, Hon. Chairman, the external affairs of Sri
Lanka in the recent history has been focused in terms of
protecting our sovereignty. In the 30 years of war and in
the aftermath of the war, certain powerful nations of this
world have been basically pointing fingers at us and is on
a witch-hunt, on a persecution of purported human rights
violations that we have done. That is what we have had to
defend. Generally, external affairs or bilateral relations
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with countries consist of trade, investment, culture,
tourism, commerce and people-to-people contact. But, in
today’s context, it has been clearly confined to by certain
nations to the aspect of human rights and the purported
violations of human rights. The majority of our energy is
driven towards keeping these people off us, in protecting
our sovereignty.

The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella spoke about engagement.
Yes, we have been engaging on a daily basis but that does
not mean that we have to circumscribe ourselves to the
position that our enemy wants us to; that does not mean
that the diaspora can dictate terms to us and that does not
mean that we have to give away our sovereign right as a
free nation to conduct our own affairs. That is a
fundamental difference that one has to see in terms of
propagating our foreign policy abroad.

Now, let us for a while look at the purported human
rights violations that are being spoken about. During the
30 years of war, we have seen hundreds of thousands of
people dying: our fathers, our mothers, our brothers, our
sisters, our children. There is not a single person in this
country who has not lost somebody, even a close relative
or a distant relative, due to the war. There should be an
equal mechanism if they talk about human rights
violations.

We have very amply and ably demonstrated the fact
that the quantum that is unaccounted for is about 4,600
odd people. What does the TNA say? What does the
Tamil diaspora say? They say, hundreds of thousands. Is
this not equal to all? When we talk about purported
human rights violations, there must be an equal standing.
Last year, in end October, the Hon. Mahinda
Samarasinghe presented in Geneva the National Action
Plan on Human Rights, with the pledges that we have
undertaken, which were suggestions given by member
nations and along with that, the LLRC Action Plan - the
matrix that we have done in terms of implementation.
Now, to strengthen all this, in this Budget, I believe an
amount in excess of Rs. 700 million has been allocated
for the purpose of implementation of those LLRC
proposals. Therefore, as you can see, our Government has
been taking a very steady path to progress in these
matters. It is not a question of whether we are not
conducive to such an approach, but we have in fact taken
such an approach and we are progressing steadily. Thirty
years of war and the aftermath of that cannot be rectified
in just one or two years. That is why we have asked for
the time and space to enable us to conduct these affairs.
More than 28 independent agencies are involved in the
implementation of the LLRC process and with adequate
funding coming to that through this Budget, I am sure that
the implementation process will take place in time to
come.

Let us talk about the reconciliation process. That is
another vital area, I believe, that the TNA always keeps
harping on. The Hon. Sampanthan said today that we,
during the war, have deprived the Northern polity of the
basic food requirements and medicine requirements. I am
saddened by the fact that not a single TNA Member is in
this House as I speak, as they usually do, because they do
not want to face the truth.

@6 ®53FOSews
(omresoryLfl@ 2 mutiflesi spheur)
(An Hon. Member)

They are in the restaurant.

@6 8857 ¢ Ded QRO Owmn

(LomevsTL L)@ FEBGIT & CUTEIV (& 6W0T6UT 60T

(The Hon. Sajin De Vass Gunawardena)

Yes, they are always there. In fact, it was Neil Buhne,
who was the then Resident Representative of the UN,
who made a very categorical statement, which I table*,
to say that adequate food stocks were, in fact, given to the
people of the North.

In fact it was the LTTE that was disrupting such
convoys. Making that clear, Sir, if we take time off just to
see the development that is taking place in the North, our
consistent policy has been that we will do reconciliation
at a pace, whilst ensuring that economic empowerment is
given to the people of the North. What good is
reconciliation without economic empowerment? The
Hon. Sampanthan referred to the fact that people were
under trees. But, is it because of us? No. We are the
people who are giving them shelter today - the
Government. It was because of the LTTE that their basic
essence of livelihood, the basic essence of life was
deprived to these people. That is what we are rectifying
today and perhaps that is what the TNA does not want to
happen for electoral gain that they always connive for.

Therefore, Hon. Chairman, if one goes to the North,
one sees for oneself what is actually happening there.
Look at the quantum of funds that have been channelled
to the North, for every sphere: education, health and
infrastructure. Now, the Northern economy is growing at
a rate of 27 per cent but yet, the TNA comes to this
august Assembly and says there is nothing happening.
Today, people are given houses; they are given a
livelihood; they are given water; they are given highways
and economic activity. Sometimes, when I go to my
electorate my people ask me, “Why can you not give us
also at least a portion of that? We are also deprived of
these things”. But, then we take the time to inform them
the necessity to develop those areas, because for 30 to 40
to 50 years, they have been neglected. That is exactly
why the TNA today does not talk anything about

* gatmmoced m& g,
* presflswsVwigGBle0 sneuds LI HeTn).

* Placed in the Library.
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development in this House. They only talk about political
power, political power and political power. That is for
their own survival.

It was only yesterday that I heard that the TNA
Members of Parliament have been on a trip to Europe. In
that trip to Europe, they have had many seminars,
workshops with the diaspora and also, I have heard that
Eric Solheim, the international mercenary, has been
organizing all these seminars against Sri Lanka for the
TNA. Now, just look at the pathetic situation, Sir. Here
are MPs represented in this House, who have vowed to
uphold our Constitution, trotting around Europe, at events
organized by mercenaries to disintegrate this country.
Now, this is the factuality.

Therefore, the point [ am trying to make is today’s job
of defending Sri Lanka, today’s job of propagating proper
foreign policy, is not an easy task. Whether it be you in
Government, whether it be us in Government, there is one
principle at stake here - our sovereignty and also the
aspect of whether we are willing to allow third parties and
diaspora who has not even stepped into this country to
come and then prosecute and hang our armed forces. Is
that what is expected of us, or is that what we have to
defend? If there are wrongs that have been done, such
wrongs will be found and punishments will be given. We
have a law in this country.

Now, take for example, the Darusman Report. In the
Darusman Report, they go on to say that so many
atrocities have happened. But, then they also say that the
names or the witnesses from whom they got these details
will be locked away for 25 years, and then they expect us
to prosecute these offenders. Now, is that something that
we can do? There is a legal system in this country. The
law of evidence applies.

Now, it is in that context that we face a huge challenge
in terms of our foreign policy. But, nevertheless, we have
not side tracked, we have not lost focus from the larger
picture of having excellent relationships with other
countries. We have, in fact, gone forward, we have forged
new alliances, we have equal relationships with countries
in Asia, in Europe, the US, the Middle-East, in Africa, in
Eastern Europe, and also the Latin American countries.
So much so that we have had continuous interactions,
engagements and, I must say, quite a lot of support from
all these nations. But, of course, today’s foreign policy
and foreign dictates are decided by two or three very
powerful nations. The European Union gets together as
one; thirty odd countries getting together as one and with
a single voice, then stands the United States of America.

Therefore, it is an arduous task. Whilst maintaining
our bilateral relationships, whilst maintaining the
sovereignty of our country and whilst propagating
investments, trade, tourism, we have to forge ahead. So,

the future of Sri Lanka’s foreign relations is looking good
now. It is looking good for the simple reason that we
have also been able to concentrate on developing
economic activities, forging ahead with new tourism
potentials. At the same time, the aspect of human rights
and the aspect of the persecution of Sri Lanka is
something that we will defend to the last minute. That,
we will not compromise. I am sure the Hon. Sajith
Premadasa will agree with me when I say that there is no
compromise one can do when it comes to defending your
nation.

I am happy that the Hon. Suresh Premachandran has
come back to the House because I made some references
to the TNA. Hon. Member, I would like to make a
personal request from the TNA. I know you are a tough
person who believes in the path that you have taken. The
TNA must come to self-realization. The Government may
have faults. We are not 100 per cent perfect. But, the
Government’s initiative in terms of developing the North
today, in terms of giving the people an economic
empowerment must be one factor that is recognized by
the TNA. If you do not recognize that, the TNA cannot
get up and say, “There is absolutely nothing happening”.
It is true that more the economic empowerment that
comes, the more the development of the infrastructure,
and more the progress that takes place there. Perhaps, the
TNA will dwindle in numbers in time to come. That is
the political reality that all of us have to face one day.

@G gC®0d 8.00.808. §e308 Bwmn
(LomessTL{L @ VDTS 67.6T&.6TLD. Hj6VV6UIT)

(The Hon. Alhaj A.H.M. Azwer)
Sure.

@0 3857 ¢ Daed QERDIVD Oz

(oreTLLAl@ FE6HT B TN G 6ewT6UIT H60T)

(The Hon. Sajin De Vass Gunawardena)

Therefore, the TNA must take a practical and
pragmatic view in terms of engaging with the
Government in resolving this issue. Why I am saying
this, Hon. Member, is because the Hon. R. Sampanthan,
for whom I have great respect, spoke at length in the
House today. The Parliamentary Select Committee is
there. Everybody speaks about the Thirteenth
Amendment now; whether the Thirteenth Amendment is
needed, whether it is going to be rescinded. All these
things can be discussed: whether you need more power
with the people or whether you need more power to the
TNA. We have a forum. That is, the Parliamentary Select
Committee which a time-bound, time- defined process.

Now, of course, I think the TNA has got a new role in
terms of the Hon. Sumanthiran becoming a regular, daily
member of the Supreme Court. That is fine. That is his
business. But, in terms of the sovereignty of Parliament, I
think I must touch on that subject as well because it was
spoken about at length. The JVP today is talking about -
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the way the Hon. Vijitha Herath spoke, basically
tantamounts to the fact that Parliament is a non-existent
entity. It is true that there is a very clear distinction
between the separation of powers in the Constitution,
between the Legislature, the Judiciary and the Executive.
But, the sovereignty of this House, the sovereignty that
we protect, the franchise of the people that we enjoy in
this House is something that cannot be compromised.

I was amazed two weeks ago by the Hon. Lakshman
Kiriella and the Hon. Sujeewa Senasinghe, who actually
ridiculed the President of Uganda and the King of
Swaziland who visited Sri Lanka. Why are you doing
that? Even today in the House, the policy of Sri Lanka's
approach towards forging relationships with the African
nations was ridiculed. Why is this? What is wrong with
the African nations? Should we not forge alliances with
them? If we can forge alliances with, China, the USA, the
UK, Kazakhstan and Singapore, why not Africa, why not
Uganda?

So, I take this opportunity, Hon. Chairman, to
apologize to those respective Heads of States on behalf of
the Opposition for ridiculing such Heads of States who
have come to our country.

Lastly, I would like to conclude my speech by quoting
a statement about relationship between Middle East and
Africa vis-a-vis the United Kingdom made by Sir
Winston Churchill as far back as 1921. I quote:

“In the Middle East you have arid countries. In East Africa you

have dripping countries. There is the greatest difficulty to get
anything to grow in the one place, and the greatest difficulty to
prevent things smothering and choking you by their hurried growth
in the other. In the African colonies you have a docile, tractable
population, who only require to be well and wisely treated to
develop great economic capacity and utility;”

Hon. Chairman, this statement was made in 1921. Sir
Winston Churchill had the foresight to recognize the
importance of Africa. I am saddened by the fact that the
Hon. Members of the Opposition ridiculed these
countries. Let me conclude by saying that it only shows
one thing, and that is, how insolvent those personalities
are today.

Thank you.

[2.07 p.m.]

S G105 B8 weDEDD Bwomo

(orenTLil@ Heusdt aflgyweuigerr)

(The Hon. Ruwan Wijayawardhana)

Hon. Chairman, as we are discussing today the
budgetary allocations for the Ministry of External Affairs,
I would like to take this opportunity to speak a few words
on the state of our country’s foreign service.

Sir, when it comes to international relations and
diplomacy, Sri Lanka has had a rich history that we, as
Sri Lankans, can be proud of. Actually, the first recorded
act of international diplomacy can be traced back to the
third century BC, during the reign of King Devanampiya
Tissa, when he sent a high-profile delegation to India,
including his Prime Minister to establish friendly
relations with Emperor Ashoka. In turn, Emperor Ashoka
despatched his son and daughter, the Arahat Mahinda
Thero and the Arahat Sanghamitta Theri to spread the
word of the Buddha in Sri Lanka. This first act of
diplomacy between Tissa and Ashoka changed the course
of history and created an identity amongst the people of
this land. To this day, Sri Lanka stands as a bastion of
Theravada Buddhism in the world.

Centuries later, the post-Independence Sri Lanka
produced some exemplary and world-class diplomats and
foreign Ministers such as the Hon. Lakshman
Kadirgamar, who by their commitment and hard work
brought pride to our country, established respectability
and firm relations with other nations. But, what has
become of our foreign service now?

Hon. Chairman, Sri Lanka has faced many challenges
in the last 20 years. Thanks to the leadership of the
President, and especially due to the brave men and
women of our armed forces, Sri Lanka won the war
against terrorism. However, since the end of the war,
President Rajapaksa and his Government’s handling of
foreign relations and formulating foreign policy has been
nothing short of a tragedy.

Sir, Sri Lanka did not win the war alone. We had
help from many other countries that gave us the
necessary military hardware needed to fight the LTTE.
Some gave us the necessary technological assistance by
providing satellite imagery of exact locations where the
LTTE ammunition dumps were held, both on land as well
as sea and, of course, the necessary political
encouragement to end the war. But, since the end of the
war, relations between Sri Lanka and some of these
nations have somewhat become strained, largely due to
the stubbornness of the President and the incompetence
of the Ministry of External Affairs.

Hon. Chairman, it is no secret that post-war Sri Lanka
now faces many challenges, especially regarding its
human rights record and the implementation of the LLRC
recommendations. The fact of the matter is, Sri Lanka has
lost its respect among the international community.
Incidents such as the Welikada Prison massacre and the
Impeachment of the Chief Justice are not going to win us
any hearts and minds or sympathy from countries that
will participate in the upcoming United Nations Human
Rights Council meeting in Geneva next year.
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While I stress the fact that Sri Lanka should not, in
any way, compromise its national pride and bow down to
international pressure, I must also say that the
Government should, however, strengthen its diplomatic
channels and compromise on certain issues, especially on
issues regarding human rights and the LLRC
recommendations.

Diplomacy is the key to facing many of these
challenges, especially at the upcoming UNHRC meeting.
Sri Lanka will not have China, Russia or Cuba to depend
on as they will not be sitting as Members of the UNHRC
with voting rights next year.

Unfortunately, without strengthening its existing
diplomatic ties, the Ministry of External Affairs has
adopted an African-centric diplomacy in order to win
friends, while undermining the strategic relationships
built over decades with Commonwealth nations and
countries that have contributed significantly either by aid,
trade or tourism. Countries that were seen as allies and
friends a few months ago are now changing their attitude
towards Sri Lanka. For example, it is learnt that the
Malaysian Government, which abstained from voting
during the US Resolution against Sri Lanka at the
UNHRC last March, has now appointed a Parliamentary
caucus to investigate the human rights violations in Sri
Lanka. It is also said that the invitation extended to His
Excellency the President to attend the World Islamic
Forum in Malaysia next month appears to have been
withdrawn.

o0 (Ow8n8s) 8. 8C. BSeS ®vmo
(wrewryilg (Currdfwir) gf.erev. LFMe)
(The Hon. (Prof.) G.L. Peiris)

That is not correct.

®0 G057 B5wdEDD Dvmo

(orenTLil@ Heuedt aflgyweuigerr)

(The Hon. Ruwan Wijayawardhana)

That is what I heard, Hon. Minister. - [Interruption.]

018839

(sallFTeri ojeuiser)

(The Chairman)

Yes, Hon. (Prof.) G.L. Peiris.

@0 (O0adn) 8. O, BSed ®wmo

(omevsryLll@ (Surrdflwi) &f .etev. LFMav)

(The Hon. (Prof.) G.L. Peiris)

Hon. Chairman, I want to correct that for the record. It
is absolutely incorrect to say that the invitation that was
extended to His Excellency the President was withdrawn
by the Government of Malaysia. That is totally incorrect.

®C; 1057 B wOHEND wmo

(LomevsTLyLO)@ (HeuesT eilewieuTgenr)

(The Hon. Ruwan Wijayawardhana)

Thank you for clarifying that, Hon. Minister.

Hon. Chairman, the deterioration of our Foreign
Service is due to the Government not having a clear
foreign policy and also because of the number of
unqualified political appointees to key diplomatic
missions.

Who is actually leading our foreign policy? Who is
leading the Ministry of External Affairs? There are
newspaper reports that there is a rift between the Hon.
Minister and my Friend, the Hon. Member for monitoring
the Ministry of External Affairs. - [Interruption.] I am
just quoting newspaper articles. - [Interruption.] You can
respond during your time, Hon. Minister.

@G (Dw8a8w) 8. 8E. B3ed Owmo

(wrewryilg (Gurrdflwir) gf.eted. LFMe)

(The Hon. (Prof.) G.L. Peiris)

I want to tell my Friend - he is young; he is starting
his life - that it would be a great mistake to accept, as
gospel truth, everything that you read in newspapers.

@O0 51057 B5wDEND Dwmo

(LomesTLyLl@ (HeussT eileweuigenr)

(The Hon. Ruwan Wijayawardhana)

Hon. Chairman, while many countries have one
spokesperson on foreign policy, we have different
spokespersons speaking on different foreign policy
issues, who, at times, contradict each other with their
statements. With all these confusions, how is one to
understand what direction our foreign policy is taking?
While we have a learned Minister of External Affairs, - I
think he might correct me if I am wrong - again what we
hear is that he is not entitled to deal with certain countries
and that other Ministers, civil servants and even the
Presidential Secretariat are given the task of doing so.

@G (0won8w) 8. 8C. B3ed Owmo

(wrewryilg (Qurrdflwr) of .erev. (Fhew)

(The Hon. (Prof.) G.L. Peiris)

Actually, you must take responsibility for something
that you state in this House. What are the countries that
the Ministry of External Affairs cannot deal with? You
must tell us.

®©6; 51057 BwOEDs Swma
(LomevsTLLO)@ (HeuesT eilewieuTgenr)
(The Hon. Ruwan Wijayawardhana)
You can respond during your speech, Hon. Minister,
because I only have a few more minutes to speak.

o0 (BvaBabn) 8. 8. B3e ®wmo
(orevsryil@ (Surrdflwi) of .etev. LFMlev)
(The Hon. (Prof.) G.L. Peiris)

But, all of this is completely wrong.
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®G; 51057 B8wOHERS om0
(LomevsryLl@ (Houest ailewieu g enr)

(The Hon. Ruwan Wijayawardhana)
Okay.

Sir, the subject of political appointees in the Foreign
Service has been a regular topic of debate over the years.
While every Government, throughout the years, has been
guilty of this act, this particular Government has taken the
art of bringing in political appointees to the Service to
new heights. The haphazard appointments of friends and
family as Heads of Missions undermine the value of the
Foreign Service staff and also lower their morale.

There is a certain structure that has been placed in the
Foreign Service, a set of six stages a career diplomat has
to go through before becoming an ambassador. First, a
diplomat will be appointed as a Third Secretary of a
Mission, then as Second Secretary and after completion of
10 years in service, he or she will be appointed as First
Secretary. Later on, he will be appointed as Counsellor,
Minister Counsellor, Minister and after years and years of
experience in service, he will be appointed as an
Ambassador. But, because of the haphazard
appointments, career diplomats who have sat for the exam
and accumulated years of experience in service are
sidelined for incompetent and unqualified political
appointees who are, in many cases, friends and family of
the higher-ups in the Government. There is also the fact
that many former military heads too have been appointed
to these Missions. Even during the UNP Government,
political appointments did take place, particularly during
President J.R. Jayewardene's Government. I am in no way
denying that. Even during our Leader’s time, the Hon.
Ranil Wickremasinghe’s tenure as Prime Minister, he
appointed my Colleague, the Hon. (Mrs.) Rosy
Senanayake, as Head of the Malaysian Mission. Though
she is not a career diplomat, she turned out to be one of
the best Ambassadors and did our country proud.

But, there is nothing wrong in political appointments
as long as the person who is appointed is professional and
has a clear understanding of what his or her duties are.
Once they are appointed as Ambassadors, they will be
representing this country. Actually the reputation of this
country is on the line. At the very least, I think the person
who is appointed should have a good command of the
English Language, if not, the language of the host country
and have some basic skill in the art of diplomacy. There
are reports that some Heads of Missions are busy
attending to their personal businesses, rather than finding
diplomatic solutions to the challenges in front of them.
There are reports that some Heads have asked
commissions from multinational companies which have
inquired about investing in Sri Lanka.

Sir, in my view, the late Hon. Lakshman Kadirgamar
was perhaps one of the most outstanding Foreign
Ministers that Sri Lanka was fortunate enough to have. If

he was still alive, this country would not be entangled in
the diplomatic mess that it finds itself in at this very
moment. During his time, the Hon. Kadirgamar, if [ am
not mistaken, made it a policy that 60 per cent of
appointments to Missions should be made through the
diplomatic cadre, while the rest or the 40 per cent
consisted of political appointees, and he made sure that
the political appointees underwent some kind of training
in diplomacy before taking charge of their Missions. |
strongly recommend that this Government adopt that
policy when appointing Heads of Missions in the future.

Sir, there are also questions arising on the methods
used by the Ministry when recalling Heads of Missions.
From what I have learnt, countries which usually recall
their Heads of Missions do so only when there ensues a
high degree of hostility between the two countries. So far,
this Government has recalled four Heads of Missions.
Simply put, these are Heads representing our country in
foreign lands and when they are abruptly recalled, it
reflects badly on the Foreign Service.

Sir, since we are speaking on the budgetary
allocations for the Ministry, I would like to ask why we
are spending so much of money on opening up Missions
in Africa, as my Friend, the Hon. Sajin De Vass
Gunawardena, said. I do not have any problems with
South Africa. I have no problems with African countries.
But, why are we spending millions of rupees in acquiring
or renting properties in these countries when most of
these countries have missions in India? Can we not
actually work through them or can we not ask these
countries to come and have Missions in Sri Lanka? Why
do we have to go there again?

@G (0008w) 8. 8C. 83ed Owmn
(wrewryflg (Currdiflwi) of.etev. LFev)

(The Hon. (Prof.) G.L. Peiris)

That, again, is completely wrong. We are not opening
Resident Missions all over. There is a difference between
strengthening  diplomatic  relations and opening
diplomatic missions. The two things are different, they
are not the same.

®C G107 Be5wdERD Bomo

(LoreTLLil@ (HeussT ailgyweuisevr)

(The Hon. Ruwan Wijayawardhana)

Hon. Minister, what I am saying is, it is very well if
you are not spending millions in renting or buying
properties there. But, the fact is, a country like Singapore
which is so advanced and has so many resources, has less
than 50 overseas missions. - [Interruption.] Exactly. But,
Sir, it is not a secret that the Government already finds it
difficult to maintain some of the current missions abroad.
So, if you are putting up more missions in other
countries, they will need more money. It is no secret that
some members who are in these missions have not even
got money to pay rent for their premises and have been
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told to evacuate. In a situation like this, why are we still
going and opening up new missions in other countries?
Even if the Government is going to buy or rent out
properties abroad, should it not be first brought into
Parliament and scrutinized before doing so? -
[Interruption.] But, it should be done because there are
actually problems.

I think my learned Friend, the Hon. (Prof.) G.L. Peiris
will be speaking about the Central Bank buying property
in the United States and renting it out to the Ministry of
External Affairs.

Actually, what I really want to know about is the
moving of the Mission offices in Washington to a new
location. I have learnt that the Government is planning to
buy a mansion in Washington, the address being 3052
Whitehaven Street Northwest, Washington DC 20008.
The listed price for this mansion, Sir, is US Dollars 7
million which, I believe, was to be paid in cash by the
Bank of Ceylon. While the country is now having
financial problems with loans piling up and having to
start repaying the loans by next year, should we be
spending so much money on relocating our offices in the
United States? What is wrong with the current premises
where this chancery is located?

There is also an issue about the American real estate
agent who is involved in selling this property. DC Real
Estate is a company that is working as the real estate
agency for the embassy. The agent involved is a person
called Mr. Jack Shoptaw who was the former head of the
company called Hammer Communications LLC. This
company was declared bankrupt and Mr. Shoptaw and
his company were sued in federal court for non-payment
of loans. His creditors have sued him for nearly US
Dollars 5 million and have also evicted him from office
premises for non-payment of rent. How can the Embassy
trust such a person with such a bad track record and use
him as an agent to spend US Dollars 7 million? I hope the
Hon. Minister will answer that question.

Thank you, Sir.

[, 2.25]
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(The Hon. Murugesu Chandrakumar - Deputy Chairman of

Committees)

Qxserreu  sallgrert euisGear, GeueflBrl L g)ausvssT
W IFAGT Bl 95155 BB6T HTEHT urey GFeveys Sl s

Guplewey  allaursssIG  HVHSICHETEIH 2 emrwTHM
UM &F FhGTLILID HlewL_gsemwsnwuill’ ® L&pFF
wewL_FeTCmesr. s BT igerT  Geusfluymeyds  Clasmsrens

STHTLIGI, SYbS BTLIgsl SOWIEGD WPSTCITHMS SIS E D

O LILIDL_WITESTHTSH [OGEEEYUETR ] Apliumer

Qeuafluymallsirepevid  &hd  HIgETLOTRT  BHleWHEVENLDOEHEDENT LD
@evibiens  @)sTm
allwTAsSLUGSESTD P BTLTHSE

SLbgIIL_eUTID.  Sy6sTT6V,
T BIFID Y BlSID
SHHSUILBFSTDGI. B)boSE &G Blewsvullsy 6Tgl BHTL 1q6dT
Qeuafluymeyd SeTewvdh@G ULIGTH. Geusfluymey srerLIg)
BT HSeflesT Forestldsi
u@eusTs @) HHSTHID BeTempws Blewevuilsd sph BT Lg 6D
CGuemTlILRL WOTHTWS  JIGLILIHLB6T  (LPSHESIILDTETSHTS

FireuGs s

BeveiTsefler g liLienL_uflsd

2 giremedr. o 6THTL 160 Bleveydlesrm GBbhdbsly  Blewsvsnio
WL  WEHEHHGD YTFESGL  @ewulled @) mbdleTm
@) swL_Clsusflenwiujio LIwedTLI (5 )35 61 messTGL AUV I
BrHEeT  smevuTBsewer  CuHOsTerSlarmer.  5Geu,
Qeuafluymeyds

aflpilwmbigenert

Q&ETeTenEHdbE@G S LILHL TS — DOTHTUIS
CGuamieug  Blaswles  eudfwwrgib.
oeThTwsg el (LlwbissT HedleuenL ujb@UTgISHTeT 2 6THTL (b
QB HdHHIG BT sTHLBSSTDET. B)hs 2 6THTL_ (B 6B [HdHELY 6T
eTedTLIG| FieuGHF (PSS BISHENET 2 (16U T &B5|63TM 60T,

@evmsiensuiled  Curi WP BBHHSTID  CUb[HdbHLg 56T
Yoors Bhisaldvene. Curidarsy aileusrynbisGerm(hs e
FreuGsF 9 WdHH Blewevswow)id @)eTm eFHUL LG (HESSTDSI.
@bs  Blewevsww  THTCETeTUSDSGL  pWlwgLiLigmH E@LD
Qeuafllymey BL6UIYHEDBBET (PHBIILDTOTENEUIITS D _6T6N6DT.
YT, @)edTemPul 2 60FD BTD BlewerliLengiGurey Lils
Qev@aurs 9w Qeusilymeyd CQFwphurisn. Gmolsrest(h
el wprwrg). GBlSTTLI
wellbgCurulhsG mw HAsserer 2 &  BHL LD

156V EIHLD Gumriigujib
sueriiLig b AGBaLTeuwmer Geusflymensuls Gugmisugid Ws
L0l&ds &1q ITLOTEVT LIGUST] 6T6OTLIENS BT6IT 6JMHMI&ClEmerdlssrGmedt.
BsHE& 2Tl B BleweeniodHensT  BTLD
CueamieugiL a1 FreuBshe Blewevaursens allarhidsld6lsraregb

Frral

0l& s SjeudworesTsT@Lb.

G@oliurs, Qeusfllpr@seaflaster @)eVmindd HTSHTHBISH6T

FoubsLULL  fev  allLwmbisemer  BTeT 2 mugeriledr
HUSTH SN & Qarensreur  allpoydleTEmer. @)srmi
AL gsl L 1.3 WeveSlwesr, osmeug 13 Gl &,

Bevnienas suilpiser @Crriiur, HCWAGET, HesrLT WHMILD
916V Credliiraileyid @)bglwrailss SLDPBITL 1q6VILD
aflwrilsg  surpdlearmrisst. 5Geu, @)euisEpLerrenr
2 meweult Cuemisudled BVBINEBS HTHTHBIGET 6THSETEY
QEwpurl el d Cl& Ty (HhohSleTmesT 6T6dTLIGI GBI LTS
TGl HHSMS @S eweuullenTL TH BT (LPEITENaUSS
aflpibLy#lssT@me6dT. @oliurs oCrmiiilw BT (HSB6TlsL
JUTETOTE L|eVDGLIWThS SLPTasT sumeph Blemsvemiouilsd
OB 66T STHTEHBISD SO
2 S$HCWITsHS o6 BlwdldasiuL_ailssnev.
@)perred Hwg Caemeusafler BIASSD BrerThsd bod
STHTHBISEHSG aUHD Slpiser yflwrg @@ GwriflulGsv
S(HLOWTHD BITOIUbSSSILGSSTDTTSHET 6TeTmISTeT ClFTEV6V

[T TS Gu&id

STITeTLDTs

Gouawr@w. @Mliurs @uiSleorbens  6T(HdE5I5061%TavTL_T6D,
BIGETENT HTHTHSHD HOPCLFD 2 SHCWTHSHT 6Teu(HLD
@svewsv. @)HS Blewsvswio wrHPlwenssliLL. GeustT®BIb.
HCCprd WHsD YYRDLBESHGU LIDG @emiewsullsy
THUBSSLILL_(BsiTer  (WPeTCGaTHMBIGST GDPISs OCFiiglEemer
IbS IREXIOEAGTES O&mevsT(h) QaFsveugm @l
IpliuewL b  bssS HTHTEBISeND Gurglw  FHLOp
2 5518 wrsssTHeT BlwbléEsliue CeustTRD sTeTLMNS HT6sT
@) 51Cs suedluymidgHleiTEGmedt.



1931 208Ee®snD 1932

[06 orede DBTem@8 @wmo]

Qetm wds Yy psspGl DG aLde,
Hps ) Gev 6wt FLomevT 9|66y QurmerTas Ty
(PSTERTHMBIGEHLD LSBT UTLHUTSTT (LPeITEEUTHM M1 E1F LD
THU@SSLILL D @)wevry BlewevemLD
CarerPlullmsHemgl. @& sTeVBUT(HID  THMISHCIBTEITL

QUTLPE: DS

2 _GRTEMLWITGLD. YesTred, @)hs el wdHemsls LebelLwihs
SlpiEeT  wHSUID  THSHFOFVUSDE o Mw L ib
swrflassiul ®, weepwrs upouBssiiu.  Ceuaur(Hib.
IbBS HTHIshIGaMNGC Sl Cuakd 2 SHCUTHESIs6T
@svevrg  FBlemsvullsy @ewg  erliLigls  CuenTpiyu)ELOGTLIG
OICESE TR <245 Ceu, O]
Blewevenwassmer GeuaflalleusTr ewwdd HeuaTdhHH6lST6TT
GouewT(HLb.

Gaxsiralld@plwrs

SOIPBTL 1960 S L SoU L @)rainr® @)Vl Fid @)svkiensd
SpTEeT LVGoum &S WPaTbsefled Geuafluil nbiseafeb
BlesTpLd
BHBISHEHDLW  VIUVEHET BIISHD HmIGeTar (@)eVkIensHd
SIS JTHTHHS15GHF O\FVHSITDTTHET. Y HBdH HTHTHSHH 6V
99 afgwrer Couswevser SUIPTHEHL T GCGTLTLHL WSHTSH
Bm&SedTmgl.  yermey, Ymi@ CurHw  lp  Cusid
2 GHCWITEHSS T o6 BV BTV S|eUTSH6T
ArwsgidhGararrdleTpriger.  @)suai wiors

QUTLPE BT T 61T, BT DI 568875 TSevTT T

ESL
M 6%HeTCou
BT6T GEOTIeN SeWFF[HHGHID WFFIT B)H TS5 EmHd @D
Qs MNwiiphsH ull &S Cmedr. @)suail_wib
&HSS VB HLILIL Cauesr(hLb.

%586,

6TLDG| LD&&6T L|eVDG LTSI euTpd BrHHeflsd, @mliiurs
oGrriur, 9Ewissr, serLT, 9aeslGredlwur Gursrm
BTHS6ML,  wWIHMIE  SHSBHSEHET  SLOD
QFSTHEDL uBlVewey. gl WIS HEGL_LOTET  LIGHIWITS
BmesHarmgl.  gleareile, mE GFupu@nD S
oar1_&hBIS6eTVVITD S L G5 L pCr sHGewsGuw - Ledlssir
FTiBs  HHSMSCw -
WIHNIG  HHSSHIGSHEHEEH hIG @)L Lilvenev.
9B 6T BT &HBIGHED6T o_fwepenmuiled
UL SIUSTL T B)HS
SYBTUZI, TG BTG WSHSGIDGL s sTHFmBW
Blewevenw Csrhmielssiiul 4 msSns? @)mE ahuBSSL
Ul @Qster  PeT@RTHDID  eTedTE?  6TedTLIGI QG TLTLITedT
LevCluwihg BT (H&6MsL
Qg eafleyLBsgHIeusn @G iw Gousmevg,
Qewpu@®ss GouswrHn. @& Wseayb
hs  BrOHeNG  wrHmis

HHSSTNNTHET YL  eweudbsILL 1 HLLE 2 _BISEHD: S

D& EHEWETF

afleng g 14 6% TevsTIq (& 65T 63T
4,586,

Blewevemoews  LTHMEVTLD.

il L_WmBIGHeneTL] QUT(pLD
SLlpiseflenLGuw
B L Bisewerd

phSwwrerg.  Gollurs,

QM. evsTemwulleVdnl , LOTSHTTHMSL  LIWLTUDRSGS
9|6VVG| Ol L_svseaflssTepsvid O|6uIT 6T EACETAN]
U1 (hdSlSTM 6T b5 Blewevenouilsd [OENI Y
ararabiser o flwpempuilsd) GFweorHm  Ceuer(H6weiTm)
BreT @)B1& susdwmisgHeTCmeir. Gurglwerallsy Huillp Gugb
2 $HCWITEHSSHTHemeT Yb1G BWAILSTL ToHSSHTET @)bdd
Qrwpur’en B WPedDOUBSS Wb, LeOGLWTHS
BTHS6ML  euTpLeuiger Te0BVT(HL HYTHHCHT  H6VVGI
[OIIES IwF  BlewevswwsGair
6T T6sT6U T 6T 56960
aTmmIsEsTsiter GouswrHn. @GV L A ailflsdglesrigmrer
QevBInsdhE 6T TTHF CFWhHLBSSTDTIST. @)BIG WSHsHLD
wpubs ey  @Grriflu  pr@sefledlmbgs  errTerTesT
SOPTHET  Hwgl CFThs 2 Meysemarts UTTLILSDSTEH6 LD

o (Heumrsas LUl (hsirer
SJBVEVIT 6TETLIENS 1B B1g56iT

QFThHHH ST T BISEHETL uTiliugH&THe LD Y]]
QFeTm G TenTy (hbHDTISHsT. @)1 TVCVT(HEHGLD GC&fbg
ailL_wiib. 586, @) i@ sirar upmlw
QFiiFlsewer euiser weHFlulsy GaETenT@h ClFsLeugsm G W

GumlsTsirer  Gsuaisr(HLd.

BleWEVEHLOE T

BL6UIGHMBHENET T FTBISLD
@oliurs, GeuallBri L s)eussst ewds (@Sl0  dnlq il
SsmD  THHHCeusnTHID  eTeiTLSNSG BT  ([@)BIG
suedluym 551 HesTE6dT.

LIsVEOIETE  FELPSHBISEHGBHTET  IlqLILINHL_BeW6T (3)6VmIen
Gueamislsrmg) Blem6VEm Wi LD
QeusliL®ss Ceuswir(®id. sTwgl BTl BdbEGd ApLiLreT6sr
Qeuaflymeyd
s QwliyugsnEd G sayld susSwrs @) Heb@GL.
Ulrrhglw sagleer, FiouCGss sadlssr star alliflbs®md e

6TEITM 2 _6uTemLD [BTIHBI& 6T

Q& meiTemnas OHLOUJLOTETTE)  [BTL ML &

Flarr Gumriiguilsy etog uLewss srgflwuwrs @ligd
CFsvsv GeuswiTigr FBlewev 2 sTarGlHesTLINS HT6dT W G6u6dT.
wrmb HHgleusnss CGumrey @)g @)ev@euTest alll_wisVsv. (h
Gumri  efyedr  ersueuTm  HMGHV LS SFTOSSHETLOTSH6LD
BISTRTOTHLD FTHFSSHTeOOUL I  (3)(HdH%HCeusnrHGLom,
N ETOELT] [OED] Liewflemws
Gup el TeiTerGeu st (HGL6TLIG T HMISO B TeTemddn 1g 111 G5!

BH6ETTEMLD & (6VH 63T T 63T

6TLog) CleuaflBTL L gDi6usD&B6T HewmiodaFi Glseryeu of.6160. LTiflerv
Sjeuiasst @Qbs (pohdhwwmer uswilenw Gom6lETer@sTerTi.
@bst uewilag Gueyd wevd CeiliugiCumrsy  LGsumy

GOPUTHSDaTULD  BhHSCSTETCL  Seui  Lewllenwg
QgL Geuest(HLd 6TETLIEN S [HT6ST @)1,
YR EEI AL e T

@sirempwr  Blewsvullsd  GlVBINSHEG — HESTEMLOEH WIWLD

Feowuub ahuBSSHm 14 wG @b BT igst Caaflune)d
QETETENHBTEHT THTMTED, &I LIHBWITHTSHI. 6TerTS6usHT6dT
BTHIGST  6TeeVTouHswMujbail, Geusflymey upy Flsb

HApBld % Gouewrig weuisenTs (&) (HHHeTEMTID. [OE
Qeuafluymey 6TEdTLIGI 2 arpr (b S rFwiepiL_esr
QaTLiywLWgTe: @) HSHoTDgl. (WohSwwrs, "SHmIs

QETedTL. LT BISET WHMID BeVOleWTHS 606807 &) Lpe] 6o
uflbgimrast B (PewpliuBSsLuu@n” eern FrouGss
BB  GeVBIends
sTeuT@6u,

rferred 2 miFweflldasiiu L gy
(3)6u6uTem 63T & (Lp&l6dT

BTL_1g 6D
[OGET L)

THMISEBTETETLILIL &

S| TFTBISLOTETS]
poLYoPULBSS,  Ghs
Frrg Llrgfewesrwims

@ eriliysfenerd@ 61e0@TITEYID

ufpbgienrasener
B RTL_&TeVLDT S

Fn gl YBBTr udieney CuHOSETETD), P@H BV ieweuds
STemIbELTg) BTLD
Apmasysir LR solbgelGn. %SG, @5 GPSS
TFTHRIGLD  Fn(hBeD Houard CFeHs5Causnr(hCler BHresr
@)1 suedluymidgislesTGmedr.

BEAROE T A ) Geuaflymey

9C5Cprd, B)TemCwr®m el wshewsujb BresT (F)bi1G
@PIullL allpbySearCmesr. Brviser @)bslwmaL et LWlsheayLb
pevey  emmuiled o meweuts GuemileuwalarC@mmid.  (@)geir
Yss555801  LIDG spd G
it L_enioliyls L16wTl % 15 6 & DI

g L1uem_uflev,
u@glullesr
STHBIrwrer ubiseflleny  @bslwr  eupmdullmsSlsTmgi.

UL,

GOILUTS, L d@, Hs@l ugdseaisey 50,000 ofHsemer
IwEHEG LRSS L Quwrsitenm  BTESTEHLWITSH
aupBISulBsSaTngl. suauTEn, sTeweTw o I &L L ewioliL
Gousmevas@pdarslt urflu 2 gellsemerd CFiIg)(HEHSSTMHGI.
QaTLihgID CFUCHTETH uHSSTDGI. eTevlleniD, 6TLOG)
sLpHurtiiley @bl Wereuiseaflsr oédlrllinrerg wseb



1933 2012 ez%0®28 30 1934

Frrs s Urédmarwurs @) médSlarng. Crpmisam, @&

QB TL_frumret gyiriur’ L GlwreTmy QL LG HLM
Coriflevrerigeflesrms  wWrPrUTETSHD  BLSSLILL L G).
sTeorGeu, @)bslwreyLerrer  BLypallst g litenL_uilsd,

@euallwid CsTLiLUTES @@ BV SHieweu 6T (Housna,

Geusflalleusmy S| DLOF G o fw

T (H&ECeuainr®. eyblaresfley, @euallwirerg @GolluTs

BL_6)1q &M &HHEM6IT

UL LG eteuisefler surpeursTrsens Wlse b GoTFTest
pewpuilsd FleoTpld LTS SHeuaTanTdD ) (HoHHSTDG. 4%Cou,
@bs  alLwsslsd @ BV  @lewrssomer  &iemeu

THUBSSIMNSD S Geuaflaileus Ty S|OLFF o flw
BL_6)19 & 6056 61T Gum G s reTerGeusssT(h6lLossT LB &wsT (H)LD
auellymissl, Fhsiliuwellssmwsd  perhlamp), aleni

QUM A TEM6IT. 61T SLD.

ST ST

(pallFrari euissir)

(The Chairman)

©01 O5IFOced eo®d BERNCD, ©CT SNt
B8xY WmCren ewwr M EedsT amncd 008 Bdemw P &
Bedms. OFodemed qiFdem BB @8, w@ims
©0m0de ydmw eswedl Bwes Boews S Bedmd.
Ow “Bm ve B8@ed®ED w-dwm mOYed 9B On
& ¥OeOCH®W vOFOE POWD BB a8 e’ W E® HHHHOR
8500 Beadmrdr. @B 8 v woFen ey 8Eacd
SCHAECO eomB 000 Bdmw eoxy Beadwiesy. & amd
O5YE @oem BRSO 8B 48 deom wrim yOO®I.
005 BOmDEE D@ O BB VORDED 80D WSBIBE
805}, O ©wOOEH® BED owd BOEOEH®W BOOL
B0 BB @8 deon we®sY ¢ Bw !B eBRCIHBD
DEBOs eSO wEw eon HB 008 Biwmw &
YN lelclta [ONSI ST TSN

@0 88 Bwetdmd Ovm
(wressryll@ wrdp) wGssr)
(The Hon. Dayasiri Jayasekara)

298 ESede.
TUBSTH.
rose.

OIS 10N

(sallgTeri jeuiser)

(The Chairman)

@01 ¢88 dwedmd OB, el IS
yadmae?

@0 88 Bwetmd Swm

(wrewryl@ swrdpP LwCssr)

(The Hon. Dayasiri Jayasekara)

OO DBBROB, 0® WmC®wmede aFnHO® ¢8 ¢ory
0 eEnewsle 0® Bewlinw ed Bwer. ¢80 ydmae
BodsTeny- [t BEO]

018839 ®)

(sallFTeri ojeuiser)

(The Chairman)

©0; O5IEnOB, VIDed oD BEICD ©EDS
Bewd® gm 25 ¢den Doy®e yEmwes D0y @ &
8EA¢ BDacwmO 8camd® By.

D0 30838 Bwewmd Onm
(wressryll@ swrdp mwGesr)
(The Hon. Dayasiri Jayasekara)
B @50ed8, ®O wIBHOA.

0889

(pallFrari jauissir)

(The Chairman)

& 88acd Aowlowd 8 a»m. RSO0 gdow
DE, 0@ PEICHO F0IWBD W GBS wews B
28 wdm e vB®. HYW BB BOEOECHWBO OB WO
OB w-Dwm VRN 9CEO®O D »HOTD eB. Ow
508 )® 280 gfery. & BEACO BDacwn vym. 0D
DHY & a>.

00 885 0@ Owmn. [ BBO]

An Order has been given from the Chair. So, your
security officers can use weapons in the ordinary course
of business but not in the premises of the Conference.
Thank you.

o0 88 egf®ce Swmo

(wrewryll@ Fedlg LNBTwgTen)
(The Hon. Sajith Premadasa)
How much time do I have?

LRIy SFaTOn)

(sallereri oeuiser)

(The Chairman)

You are left with 23 minutes.

Order, please! The Hon. Deputy Chairman of
Committees will now take the Chair.
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Whereupon MR. DEPUTY SPEAKER left the Chair, and

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN OF COMMITTEES took the
Chair.
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@0 aCwad 8.00.88. §e308 @wm
(LoTevsTLLO)@ HVADTEY 67.6T&.6TLD. Hj6VV6UIT)
(The Hon. Alhaj A.H.M. Azwer)

Sir, I rise to a point of Order.

@6 8 egd®¢es Ownmo

(wressryllg #edls LNICTLogTa)

(The Hon. Sajith Premadasa)

There is no point of Order. Please do not disturb me. -
[Interruption.]

Bewades swinBn®o

(Nrdls sailaFrari ojauissr)

(The Deputy Chairman)

What is your point of Order, Hon. Azwer? -
[Interruption.]

@G gC®0d 8.00.808. §e308 Bwmn

(LomeBsTL L@ VDTS 67.6T&.6TLD. Hj6VV6UIT)

(The Hon. Alhaj A.H.M. Azwer)

I am only helping you, Hon. Member. Do not worry.
Sir, I see an abandoned bag left on the Opposition side.
We do not know whether there is a bomb in that.

o0 88 egf®ce Swmo
(wrewryll@ Fedlg LNBTwgTen)

(The Hon. Sajith Premadasa)

®ed m»mE® 0mdsTesy. [ BB

Boewaders ewinBn®o

(Nrdlg sailsreri ojauider)

(The Deputy Chairman)

Okay, you carry on, Hon. Sajith Premadasa.
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(The Hon. Sajith Premadasa)
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"The Secretary-General underlined the importance of an
accountability process for addressing violations of international
humanitarian and human rights law. The Government will take
measures to address those grievances."
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2380080 @I BB cleumne SO o »D
DODEO Jed HrnluBn@® B8Eewm Bedmd, the
Government will take measures to address those
grievances. So, through the Joint Statement, the Head of
State has accepted that there are grievances which have to
be addressed.
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"My President firmly believes that there should be a seamless
connectivity between your approach and that of the LLRC."
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"Facts are stubborn things; and whatever may be our wishes, our
inclinations, or the dictates of our passion, they cannot alter the
state of facts and evidence."

DS ©@0D O WED @AW DessT WOBTHO Dy.
emICRT, WO 0w, (BIDOED ¢ eOE asd Buig
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My dear Friend, you were not listening to what I
quoted. I hope you comprehended what I stated. But, [ do
not think that you have the necessary intellectual capacity
to understand what I am saying. So, please sit down and
listen. - [Interruption.] Please sit down and listen. I know
it is beyond your intellectual capacity and capability to
comprehend these facts and figures. So, please sit down
and listen.
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“...the External Affairs Minister of Sri Lanka affirmed his
Government’s commitment to ensuring expeditious and concrete
progress in the ongoing dialogue between the Government of Sri
Lanka and representatives of Tamil parties. A devolution package,
building upon the 13" Amendment, ...... ”

®® Bnsiesy  “building upon” Bwes Buwsesy Thirteen
Plus Bus o2 0ds9m yoos].

«....building upon the 13™ Amendment would contribute towards
creating the necessary conditions for such reconciliation.”

3B ©® 80 oo Sodn yBHudBwes Buecs Besiens?
©® Ced OWmd emOwW bvews’ cHRBIOD
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dod B8R wmed W WO gundnd 2011 &8 1708
ged Bode OB 95I8wed deoden OB ©wd®»
Eadd Bedivwxw B »Omr. 80 Imddd
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Amendment”.  “Building upon” Restesd cwnzidn
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0ed.00. Hew VTV WOesy e@iwale Bwes. 2011
el genddn 260018¢ 9.90. Hdewn Ownmo ecIE wwdd
@8I ePen® BwsHdo.

“In this context, our emphasis has been to persuade the Sri Lankan
Government to move towards a new system of institutional reforms,
including a devolution package, building upon the 13™ Amendment.
The Joint Press Statement issued on May 17 after Sri Lankan
External Affairs Minister’s visit to Delhi stated this position.”

80 vedetd B uoOw oI wrwredd Buemts, §
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Em0add Bedemed. 90 Emadd Bedimed o@xm o®
0B BEHBY ©OB.

It states, I quote:

“The Government of Sri Lanka has on many occasions conveyed to
us its commitment to move towards a political settlement based on
the full implementation of the 13™ Amendment to the Sri Lankan
Constitution, and building on it, so as to achieve meaningful
devolution of powers. We look forward to an expeditious and
constructive approach to the dialogue process. We believe that
continuation of the dialogue between the Government and the TNA
would pave the way for political settlement, including under the
rubric of the Parliamentary Select Committee.

I discussed this matter with His Excellency the President this
morning. The President assured me that he stands by his
commitment to pursuing the 13™ Amendment plus approach.”
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(The Hon. Sajin De Vass Gunawardena)
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@0 8 eg®ces Swmo

(wressryll@ #edls LNCrgmen)

(The Hon. Sajith Premadasa)
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Beweders ewrnBn®

(Nrds sallgreri jsuiaer)

(The Deputy Chairman)

Hon. Member, please wind up now. Your time is
over.

@0 8 eg®ces Bwmo

(wrewryll@ Fedld LNCTwgTe)
(The Hon. Sajith Premadasa)
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The Deputy Chairman)

808 e e¢stest eme®I®e?



1941 2012 ez%0®28 30 1942

@0 881 eg®ce dwmo

(wressryll@ Fedls LNBTLSGTEV)

(The Hon. Sajith Premadasa)

ged o0 d¥won e OEneed ©DEIedsT
@Y.

Beweles ewiesBn®

( Nrdls sailsrari eauissr)

(The Deputy Chairman)

Hon. Wijeyadasa Rajapakshe, how many minutes are
you giving him?

@G Bweaes GorsesrSe Bwmo
(wrepTyl@ allmwgTen rreLFas)
(The Hon. Wijeyadasa Rajapakshe)
Five minutes.

Bewedss swisBn®

( Nrgls sallereri ojeuissr)
(The Deputy Chairman)
Okay.

a0 68 eef®cts Bwmo

(wrewryl@ Fedlé LNBrwgTa)

(The Hon. Sajith Premadasa)
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On® e®en® Bwmd, | quote:

"If by the mere force of numbers a majority should deprive a
minority of any clearly written constitutional right, it might, in a
moral point of view, justify a revolution - certainly would, if such a
right were a vital one."
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Bewdes ewinBn®

(Wrd$ sailFreri euiser)

(The Deputy Chairman)

Hon. Member, please wind up your speech now.

o0 88 egf®ce Swmo

(wrewryll@ Fedlg LNBTwgTen)

(The Hon. Sajith Premadasa)

I will conclude my speech, Sir.

00 Bedn mOWn HOBROA, VI&ed coFTHO,
BB, B BEACO gl BBO oOEDS O
Bedveors’ ©® n»fimsiedensy 9EEOS BOmdi. &
»08, Bedn yRuBe wdsime mOm SO ged JPnd®
E¥msy ©9Bn®ied e@m 0® et BBuws ewicd Sonf
Bwo 053 Baesy O=. | quote:

"You can fool all the people some of the time, and some of the
people all the time, but you cannot fool all the people all the time.

0O 0® ¢rl BBvw w0y O vod gyo @Edur
BBO adewsy WO @PDeW® BHBE.

[3.07 p.m.]

@0 gCwod &.00.08. 508 Swmo
(LoTeRTL LA @ (VAN TE 67.6TF.6TLD. Jy6TV6UIT)
(The Hon. Alhaj A.H.M. Azwer)

Bismillahir Rahmanir Raheem.

Mr. Deputy Chairman, I stand up in this House today
to salute the Speaker, Hon. Chamal Rajapaksa, for
delivering a historic Ruling in Parliament yesterday,
upholding the supremacy of Parliament and thereby
safeguarding the honour and dignity of all Members of
Parliament. That Ruling will go down in history as one of
the most remarkable Rulings ever given by an Hon.
Speaker. We are very happy that he is holding the
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[061 2aCwed &.9D.908. aedol @wnn]

Chairmanship of the Commonwealth Parliamentary
Association, Members of which came to Sri Lanka
recently to participate in the Commonwealth
Parliamentary Association Conference held in Colombo.
The Ruling given by the Hon. Speaker will be a landmark
Ruling for all the Commonwealth nations to follow in the
future.

Sir, we are also proud to announce in this House the
historic role played by Mr. Rohitha Rajapaksa, enabling
Sri Lanka to enter the Space Age. - [Interruption.] e538»
Godeste OnOws o Bwm 80 ® dGidd swsed
OTFOGI0 IBE RS wiecmHd. & awd ewd wiecmo.
€0 qed mosim e¢wx . Mr. Rohitha Rajapaksa,
entering into the field of communication technology,
launched the SupremeSAT-I satellite from Xichang
Launch Centre in China with the partnership of the China
Great Wall Industry Corporation. - [Interruption.]

BPsINsIeE @® ' Buslesy mO¢? gBsdimnw
BDOI€H DNBWELBRO B3¢ & BHYBITNTTeEE 'Y BwsTes’?
DInstedc cCEH  Bw  @gnd. »8nsielEd
OB wriery B3emBs’y. B3emmm a8 e»edd, G
a8 00T Bwo @8 Ofcedn Boewlss @OBR ST
oG 83D,

Mr. Rohitha Rajapaksa has, by his heroic deed,
brought glory to the Rajapaksa family. - [Interruption.] It
is so encouraging to see the three sons of a great leader in
Asia perform gigantic tasks in various fields - politics,
sports and now, aerospace engineering - bringing glory
not only to the Rajapaksa family, but also to the entire
nation.

@® o1 OB Ao WSwo BOED -0

[Gremed et 888 9O o & ]
[y sHrrFers s 1_swartiuy yEmmLILL (Berang]
[Expunged on the order of the Chair.]

0@ efedsesy B W, O Bewdes wwInBHDB-

87 ©¢ gy Bows s Besdy
Q€% BN EIORHT ¥ YOG 9o @0
O Y 087 (0 EOB eD wd acoy

e B A8sY deEsnd e2n®edwv e ld

[Bcosmod e 858 9 mom ]
[y sHrrFers s 1_swarLiuy yEmmLILL (HeTeng]
[Expunged on the order of the Chair.]

©®D 9ers) OB D!

Sir, we are very happy because there is a fine article
published in today's "Daily Mirror" written by that
versatile and senior journalist, Ameen Izzadeen, under the
caption "After 65 years, some justice at last for
Palestinians". -[Interruption.]

ueevgerisehemLw o flewwepws upPls  Gus
el @euissr @mGs GmussH OClFwislsTnTiser,
FnFFOlHESTOTIS6T. @&, MmobHw Cxfwd &L Fuller

Qe reremnaswim? stewr prest G g ol (HLbLsslssT@medr.

Sir, I would now pay my attention to one of the most
historic and illuminative speeches made by one Miko
Peled - [Interruption.] Yes, he may tag himself with the
name "Rajapaksa", if he knows what a great name it is.
There is a road named only after Mahinda Rajapaksa in
Ramallah, in Palestine. Miko Peled spoke of the contents
of his book, “The General’s Son”.

We have formed a special Foreign Affairs Forum with
Alhaj M.H.M. Fazal as Chairman, Mr. F.A Yaseen;
former Minister, Hon. M.S.S. Ameer Ali and former
Mayor of Colombo, Mr. Omar Kamil, and Mr. Sameer
Effendi as Adviser. They met and discussed the
Palestinian issue. Last night in our Forum office, we
discussed the views of the Palestinian Miko Peled who
has referred to the double standards of the US in respect
of Israeli and Palestinian people. He referred to the
speech of Mr. Netanyahu, Prime Minister of Israel, in the
United Nations this year in regard to the rights of the
Jews to return to their ancient homeland. He talked of
those Jews who had lived there 1,000 - 2,000 years ago
and about the return to their homeland, while the
Palestinians who were forcefully kicked out of their
homes in 1947, just 65 years ago, are not allowed to
return to their homes.

The article of Mr. Ameen Izzadeen in the “Daily
Mirror” of 30™ November, 2012 throws light on the
whole Palestinian issue. It is a valuable and educative
article. We are very happy today that after the consistent
policy followed by the backbencher Mahinda Rajapaksa
up to being President Mahinda Rajapaksa, the European
Community and other countries have accepted that there
should be an independent Palestine.

He talks of the Jews then. "If this is not double
standard then, what is double standard?", Miko Peled has
asked.

Now, the Prime Minister is talking about digging up
the town closer to Jerusalem adjoining the Wailing Wall
in search of archaeological evidence in regard to King
David’s era which was about 3,000 years ago uprooting
the Palestinians numbering over 50,000 living in this
area. On 29" of November 1947, exactly 65 years ago,
the United Nations carved out a state called Isracl which
had a population of less than 500,000 while the
Palestinian population was over one and a half million.
They robbed the land and the birthright of the
Palestinians. This is why we are opposed to the Zionist
moves. The United Nations gave a larger portion of the
land to the smaller community - the Jews - while the
larger community namely, Palestinians, were handed out
a smaller portion. Within a few months the Zionist forces
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began the ethnic cleansing, like what the “Zionist Tigers”
in Jaffna did 20 years ago to the Muslims of that area.
Between 1947 and 1948, Zionist forces destroyed over
500 towns and villages - our blood is boiling even now -
including its schools and mosques. At that time, the
Israelis had well-trained army personnel of over 40,000
while the Palestinians had none.

I have read the book “Exodus” written by the famous
author Leon Uris. He gives all the details about the
atrocities committed by the army called "Haganah"
against the Palestinians. At that time, Haji Amin Al-
Hussein was the Grand Mufti of Palestine. | have met him
in Beirut and the Secretary-General of the World Muslim
Congress, Dr. Inamullah Khan with Alhaj M.A. Abdul
Hassen, President of the Kal-Eliya Muslim Ladies Arabic
College in 1970. Dr. Inamullah Khan had written
copiously about this struggle and the plight of the
Palestinians.

The mother of Miko Peled who still lives in Jerusalem
is now 86 years old. Listen to her pathetic story. She had
stated that prior to 1947, she had lived alongside the
Palestinians in harmony and without any fear. In 1948,
after the Palestinians were chased away, the Israelis were
offered the homes occupied by the Palestinians. But, his
mother had refused to accept it. Zuraika Omar Kamil,
who went recently to Jerusalem with Omar Kamil,
Mohamed Rafi and others tell me that this old mother
speaks of a sense of shame even today. Miko Peled's
father, General Matti Peled, after leaving the army,
became a Champion of the Palestinian rights.

In 1967, after the six-day war, 25 years after the
holocaust, Israel began their biggest ethnic cleansing to de
-Arabise the country chasing away the Palestinians. In
1993, Israel began to falsely negotiate with late Yasser
Arafat giving a picture that they were negotiating peace
while ensuring that the occupation of West Sahara and
East Jerusalem was irreversible.

On September 4™, 1997, Miko Peled’s niece, his
sister’s daughter, Smarder Elahem, only 13 years old, was
killed by two suicide bombers. At the funeral, being a
grand daughter of an Israeli General, there were
mourners. Among them were media men who had asked
Miko's sister whether she would want revenge and
retaliation for which she has said that she, as a mother,
knows the suffering of losing her own daughter and
therefore, be it a Jewish, a Christian or a Muslim, she
does not want any suffering to any mother of this sort.
She would not think of any revenge or retaliation, but feel
sympathetic towards the two suicide bombers who had
taken their lives because of the despair brought on them
by the provocations of the Israelis depriving them of their
land, water, home et cetera. I think we have to send the
Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena to supply ample water to the
suffering Palestinian people. That decision also we may,
perhaps, take soon.

Then, she had further said that her own Government,
at that time too Mr. Netanyahu was the Prime Minister, is
to be blamed for such brutal oppressions carried out
against the Palestinians. This is a human story of blood,
Sir.

Therefore, this has got to be solved. Sir, I am very
happy that President Mahinda Rajapaksa, in his true form
and consistent policy, issued a statement on the
International Day of Solidarity with the Palestine People
by welcoming the decisions taken by others towards
Palestine State.

Then, Sir, in 2008, Israel attacked West Bank for 21
days. There were over 800,000 children living in the
West Bank attending school. The bombings commenced
around 7 a.m and again at 11.30 a.m. That was the time
schools commences their first and second sessions when
a large number of children were on the road on their way
to or from school. If this is not terrorism, what is
terrorism? That is the international terrorism which the
UN is duty-bound to erase from the international arena as
our heroic President did in Sri Lanka. Today, Sir, many
American Jews are able to see the reality and this
message is now being addressed widely by many of them.

Sir, I would also like to talk about our foreign policy.
What are the Hon. Members of the Opposition doing?
Why are they going to Tamil Nadu? Sir, I am very
surprised to hear the Hon. Laskman Kiriella, the UNP's
foreign affairs spokesman - Alas! It is pity to call him as
the UNP's foreign spokesman - saying, “There is nothing
in Delhi. Everything is in Chennai, Tamil Nadu”. Is this
the policy of the United National Party, I ask in this
House? He wants us to go and meet Jayalalitha. Let him,
if he wishes, go with the Hon. (Mrs.) Rosy Senanayake
and meet her and find out who is better in solving this
problem. I must also tell that the Hon. Sajith Premadasa
made a fine speech about Palestine. Okay, keep it up! Do
not bow down to the pressures of the Zionists and the
Israelis, I would warn you.

Then, I must also say, Sir -

oG 885 og®ees Bwmo
(wressryll @ Fedls LNBTLogTeW)
(The Hon. Sajith Premadasa)
I rise to a point of Order.

@0 eCwod &.00.08. 4tdod Bwmn
(LoTeRTLLAG [VADTE 67.6TF.6TLD. Sy6V6UIT)
(The Hon. Alhaj A.H.M. Azwer)

What is that?

Bewdes ewsBn®

(Nrdls sallgreri jsuiasr)

(The Deputy Chairman)

What is the point of Order, Hon. Sajith Premadasa?
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@0 eCd 8.00.98. §edO8 Owmo

(LomevsTL L@ BVADTED 67.6TF.6TLD. Hj6VV6UIT)

(The Hon. Alhaj A.H.M. Azwer)

Can you not understand, Hon. Sajith Premadasa, I said
you made a good speech.

o0 88 egf®cts Bwmo

(wrewTyl@ Fedls LNBrwgTev)

(The Hon. Sajith Premadasa)

According to the Standing Orders, Hon. Deputy
Chairman, no Member can impute motives to another
Member -[Interruption.] No, that is according to the
Standing Order. You can ask the Assistant Secretary-
General. According to the Standing Orders -
[Interruption.] Please go through the Standing Orders.

Boewles swinBn®

(UWrdl$ sailFreri ojeuiger)

(The Deputy Chairman)

If there is anything mentioned against the Standing
Orders, it will be expunged.

o0 885 egf®ct Swmo

(wrewryll@ Fedlé LNBrwgTea)

(The Hon. Sajith Premadasa)

He cannot impute motives - [Interruption.] Mr.
Deputy Chairman, let me clarify. I am under no pressure
at all in formulating my own opinions with regard to
foreign policy.

Boewedes eswisBn®

( Nrdls sallgreri oeuiser)
(The Deputy Chairman)

You carry on, Hon. Azwer.

@0 gCwod §.00.08. eSOl Swmo

(LoTeTLLA@ VAN TE 67.6TF.6TLD. SsV6UIT)

(The Hon. Alhaj A.-H.M. Azwer)

Give me my time. den® O On&ed DO WS
BesIm®. 0® & modmed gme Bw @ gumd. dfws
5B veessy ewd ©0dd @5 IB8 e® v wwied
B DS crEBIenY, @351D.

o0 88 egf®et Bwmo
(wressryll@ Fedls LNBTogmen)

(The Hon. Sajith Premadasa)

Sir, I again rise to a point of Order.

Beweles ewiesBn®
(Nrdls sallgreri Hauiaer)
(The Deputy Chairman)
What is the point of Order?

@6 88 eg®ces dwmo
(wressryll@ Fedls LNBTLoSBTe)
(The Hon. Sajith Premadasa)
Mr. Deputy Chairman, -

Beedes ewisBn®

(Nrdg sailsFreri euidser)

(The Deputy Chairman)

You are not raising a point of Order. You raised one
before and I gave a Ruling that anything stated against
the Standing Orders would be expunged.

00 8 egf®ces Bwmo
(wrewTyll@ Fedlg LNGrwgTen)
(The Hon. Sajith Premadasa)
Sir, I am on a point of Order.

@6 eCwd 8.00.08. §tSO8 Bwmn
(LoTesTL LG IVADTE 67.6TF.6TLD. Hy6V6UIT)
(The Hon. Alhaj A.H.M. Azwer)

You cannot allow that, Sir.

Bewades swinBn®

(Nrdls sailaFrari ojauissr)

(The Deputy Chairman)

Hon. Azwer, you carry on with your speech.

@G gC®0d 8.00.808. §e308 Bwmn

(LomessTLL @ VDTS 67.6T&.6TLD. Hj6VV6UIT)

(The Hon. Alhaj A.H.M. Azwer)

Mr. Deputy Chairman, he will be put out; he is
qualifying to be sent out soon from this House before he
will be sent out from "Sirikotha".

Bewdes ewienBn®

(Nrdlg sailsreri jeuidser)

(The Deputy Chairman)

Hon. Member, please wind up now.

@0 eCud £.080.68. §508 Pwmn
(LoTevTLLAE HIVADTE 67.6TE.6TLD. Sy6VV6UIT)
(The Hon. Alhaj A.H.M. Azwer)

Sir, give me two more minutes, please.

Beweders ewrnBn®o

(Nrds sallgreni jsuiaer)

(The Deputy Chairman)

You have already taken three minutes extra.

0% eGHd 5.00.88. §edOl Bwmn

(LoTevTLLAE HIVADTE 67.6TE.6TLD. Sy6VV6UIT)

(The Hon. Alhaj A.H.M. Azwer)

Then, Sir, in formulating our policies and taking it
forward, particularly, in the United States, there are
several people who are helping our Foreign Minister.
One is, Mr. Jaliya Wickramasuriya, the Ambassador of
Sri Lanka to the United States. Then, the other one is that
indefatigable and brave personality, General Shavendra
Silva, Deputy Ambassador. Come what may, he is
espousing the cause of Sri Lanka in the United States
against all odds. Then, Sir, I must also congratulate the
"Three Rajakattuwa” of foreign affairs. I call the Hon.
(Prof.) G.L. Peiris, Minister of External Affairs, my good
Friend, the Hon. Neomal Perera and the Hon. Sajin De
Vass Gunawardena as the "Three Rajakattuwa’- @538
5% OYD.
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Beweles ewiesBn®

(Nrdlg sailFreri ojauider)

(The Deputy Chairman)

Hon. Member, please wind up now.

@0 eCd 8.00.98. §edO Owmo
(LomevsTL L@ BVADTED 67.6TF.6TLD. Hj6VV6UIT)
(The Hon. Alhaj A.H.M. Azwer)

Give me one more minute, Sir.

@G eCd 8.00.08. §tdo dwmo

(LoTenTLLll@ VAN TE 67.6TF.6TLD. SeNV6uIT)

(The Hon. Alhaj A.H.M. Azwer)

I must appreciate the good work done by Mr.
Karunatilaka Amunugama, Secretary to the Ministry of
External Affairs and also Mr. Majintha Jayasinghe, Chief
Protocol Officer of the Ministry who had performed a
good job at the airport receiving foreign distinguished
visitors.

Then, I must also say, yesterday, when speaking about
our foreign policy, the Hon. Ranjan Ramanayake brought
the sky down to the earth. He criticized the Shariah law. It
is a law accepted by that country too. We are duty-bound
to respect the Saudi Law, just as we respect the laws in
our country. He does not understand that the Shariah law
is a Quranic Law, it is a Divine Law and no one has the
power to change it.

Boewdeis eswoeBn®s

( Nrgdls sallereri ojeuiser)

(The Deputy Chairman)

Hon. Member, please wind up now.

@0 gCwod §.00.08. eSOl Swmo
(LoTeRTLLA@ HVADTE 67.6TE.6TLD. SsTV6UIT)
(The Hon. Alhaj A.-H.M. Azwer)

One moment, Sir. I will finish.

Then, Sir, in implementing foreign policy, we must
understand the cultural values and aspirations of all
communities in the world.

Now, Sir - Qeusrersugswgullgisirar efFQwreTmIsHE
ofHQwery Quwi  wrHmieug uDMu|b
YpewersE  Ffev Fw  Feglaar  SsOUUE uhBluyd  @)kiE
iUl L gl 9bg efslullsit QuwiliuvensmwsS FMrusHE

'SUDF  FBIS

WYLBEslew CuTrBeusns BTID 6TFTeHECmesr. Glasamreu
WWFFT  UTHEHU BTWITWSSETT  EUTHEHLD  HTEYILD
WwHMILD eFewesris 2 i NerisEnd GLoe) LOTEHTENT (LPFEVEHLOFFT
uHmlF
QFTeLedull(HEHHECHTID. 6TVEVTHLD PTNF 1y BBSDES P(H

Qaxergeu  Ulrgsresr gewrgibis  euisefl_ib ()51
Bevey  (pigey OFiiw  Geuswyr. ererGeu, ybs S7Tyid
usiensullesr QUi Geugealamrails 'sulips Fuis afdl' erer
FHBH% (LpLD
ASIGPISS BTiD FINS pLeuigsews THSHSI o1 HHEDTLD.

wrmOeaTUS  sThsaISLTeT HlewL_Wrg.

Then, I would also ask the Hon. Minister to send as
much as possible, officers with Arabic knowledge to the
Middle East. There are many Arabic-educated people

who are coming out from Jamiah Naleemiah in China
Fort, Beruwala. They will be of immense service to our
Foreign Service.

Finally, I thank all the Hon. Ministers and their
officials.

Bewades ewrsBn®

(Nrdl$ sailsrari jeuissr)

(The Deputy Chairman)

Thank you very much. The next speaker is the Hon.
Wijeyadasa Rajapakshe.

[3.22 p.m.]

oG Bweats GosesSe Swmo

(wrewryll@ allRwgTen rreusag)

(The Hon. Wijeyadasa Rajapakshe)

Hon. Deputy Chairman, today in the Discussion on
the Votes of the Ministry of External Affairs, very
important points were raised. But, I am not going to say
that some of the ideas expressed by either side are
correct. I think we will have to look at both sides. During
the last three to four years, especially after the conclusion
of the terrorist war, we have gone through a turbulent
period in this country. We know that different types of
interferences and influences have been made on Sri
Lanka. It is easy for us to make allegations against
foreign elements, foreign countries or foreign
organizations but the issue is, can we reconcile or resolve
the issues by making these allegations? Our's is an
internal issue. Our conflict was commenced three decades
ago with the people living in the North and the East
speaking Tamil, and since then, we could not resolve our
own conflict, the disputes at our home and therefore, we
have opened the floodgates for various countries to get
involved in our internal affairs.

©0] Bewdss wmnisdn®s), ged ydme Bcmdens 0
053 98 gy Ben® ervnewns Seden COOE ged ded
BB FEE ©HmD; @ed BCLIBBHBLO IEH®
DO Bwsy 0I¢rd dBemO ded8d &8 S ™
OBIHD. HNEB 00 8EEe®sTRed g8 ecuInO eI
OBemE0 0dI¢zn WS OB nEs ¢80 008 BB«
e BHO Degdn ¢Bsimy Creasiesy oy ®od
0B ® Omw axP, «® mw OOVOWMO LmLBI®™S
©00e® yE»OEO a8 B B8 ng, O108mJ wSdDed
955 Sed@w CODE, @uunm gnod &8s 9108m0
em0un WO BEHBID BLL cOm. 0dfnd ¢8 ac SO
osesy 80 gy 200, 3000 »Es Bley ocImed
ernedd. Now, we are living in a global village.
Therefore, no country can survive on their own. We must
not forget that we are a small Island in the Indian Ocean.

Bewadss ewsBn®

(Nrdl$ sailsrari jeuissr)

(The Deputy Chairman)

Order, please! The Hon. Alhaj A.HM. Azwer will

now take the Chair.
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Whereupon MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN OF COMMITTEES left
the Chair, and THE HON. ALHAJ] A HM. AZWER took the Chair.

@0 Bweaes Gorseie Bwmo
(wrewTyl@ allmwgTen rreuFas)
(The Hon. Wijeyadasa Rajapakshe)

We must not forget the fact that we cannot survive on
our own without the support and co-operation of various
countries; whether they are in our region or any other
region, it does not matter.
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(The Hon. W.D.J. Senewiratne - Minister of Public
Administration and Home Affairs)

Mr. Presiding Member, I am glad to take part in the
Committee Stage Discussion on the Votes of the Ministry
of External Affairs. I believe the Discussion that has been
going on from morning has afforded ample opportunity
for the Members of both sides to express their valuable
views on the foreign policy of our country.

Sir, our able Minister of External Affairs, the Hon.
(Prof.) G.L. Peiris has been the guardian in protecting our
motherland from various hostile forces, both from outside
and inside, who have relentlessly unleashed a campaign to
tarnish the good name of our beloved country. He has
withstood these inimical forces and adequately confronted
the alleged charges of violations of human rights
especially targeting the final stages of the concluded
Eelam war in 2009.

With the ending of the 30-year old war by our heroic
armed forces over the Tamil-tiger terrorists, we are now
confronted with a new form of war by certain Western

countries under the influence of the international network
of the hard-core Tamil Tigers, based outside Sri Lanka, in
the guise of alleged violations of human rights and war
crimes, with the ulterior motive of roping the leaders of
our country to be charged or tried for war crimes before
the International Court. Towards achieving this
horrendous crime of being tried for war crimes at the
International Court against all those who stood and
defeated the dehumanized barbaric terrorist outfit of the
Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam, the concocted
Darusman Report, the attempt to stifle Sri Lanka in
Geneva at the UN Human Rights Committee and many
other dubious attempts by forces under the behest of
Prabhakaran’s cronies in the Tamil diaspora are being
used, somehow or the other, to make a case against those
who liberated our sacred land from the clutches of the
inhuman Tamil Tigers. Herein lies the significant role
played by our Minister of External Affairs, the Hon.
(Prof.) G.L. Peiris in defusing and thwarting such moves,
as mentioned by me earlier. Let me congratulate the
learned Professor for all his efforts and also his Deputy
Minister to bring sanity and reason to the international
community.

Let me, at the very outset, say that we are not alone
although being a small country in our defence against
malicious charges made against our country. Just to
mention a few countries: China, Russia, India, Pakistan,
countries from the Middle East, some Latin American
countries and also some African countries are with us in
our struggle for justice and fair play against these
unfounded malicious charges.

I record my gratitude to these friendly countries in
coming to our rescue at this crucial time. Countries such
as the United States of America, the United Kingdom,
Germany and other powerful countries, by their double
standards whilst breaching all norms of international
conduct, human rights and the rights of independent
sovereign States in destroying life and property of other
countries and occupying lands of others, with the very
same breath to preach and punish a small sovereign state
like Sri Lanka on alleged violations during the last stages
of the Eelam war, is a deliberate attempt to misconstrue
the ground realities faced by Sri Lanka at the final stages
of the Eelam war. It is highly deplorable and unethical to
harass Sri Lanka on the part of the above-mentioned
countries when a small country like Sri Lanka, after
ending a 30-year war, is making a valiant effort to bring
normal life and freedom to all communities of the
Island.This is nothing but an attempt to throttle a
convalescing nation from making a recovery after a
prolonged war, which has shattered and battered the very
foundations of her existence. These powerful nations
must be happy that Sri Lanka has won a decisive war
against a most powerful fascist terrorist outfit of the
world. In fact, Sri Lanka has shown the way to the world
how terrorism could be ended.
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Sir, during the Second Reading of the Budget, a
former Minister of Foreign Affairs who had now found
refuge in the UNP, spoke disparagingly on a visiting
Head of State, the President of Uganda. A good part of his
speech had to be expunged but still Columns 1496 and
1497 of the Hansard of 17th November, 2012, gives a
glimpse of his rapacious remarks, not only referring to the
President of Uganda but also to the people of Uganda that
60 per cent of the population of Uganda has HIV/AIDS.
Sir, we are not surprised at the over-concern about HIV/
AIDS by that Member.

Sir, Sri Lanka with the complete military victory over
the LTTE in May 2009, undertook a massive operation to
relieve the displaced civilians well over 300,000 to their
original habitats, as far as possible, with the necessary
infrastructure built in with all the resources at the
command of the State.

Whilst the State is doing all what could be done for
the benefit of the displaced, the hard-core LTTE members
began with their fully-oiled disinformation apparatus in
the foreign countries to tarnish the Sri Lankan State
painting Sri Lanka as a failed State with gross violations
of human rights in the eyes of the world community.
Further, Channel 4 produced and televised, with the help
of known LTTE members, documentaries to show alleged
war crimes by the Sri Lankan Armed Forces.

Sir, we being a small country can ill afford to idle and
allow the propaganda machine of the diaspora and foreign
-based hard-core Tamil Tigers to paint a completely
distorted version of what has happened in Sri Lanka.

All States should be informed by aggressive
propaganda to counter the damage caused by untruths
propagated by Sri Lankan enemies with factual in-depth
information whilst all international bodies, whether
controlled by the United Nations and by independent
agencies, have to be canvassed with ground realities of
what actually happened and what is happening in Sri
Lanka. The Sri Lankan State should use every expertise
available locally and recruit foreign professionals to
counter ill-effects propagated by enemies of the Sri
Lankan State. The necessary finances for this purpose
have to be allocated generously. I am in full agreement
that the new concept of opening up diplomatic relations
with the African states should continue.

The Ministry of External Affairs should be vigilant to
all new developments concerning all detrimental effects
caused by anti-Sri Lankan groups, within and outside
international establishment and it should, nip in the bud,
all such conspiracies. The Ministry of External Affairs of
Sri Lanka should, at all times, be aware in advance of
any plans by interested groups to frame charges against
Sri Lanka, based on utter falsehood created to arouse
contempt and displeasure in the minds of world leaders.

I am confident, Sir, that Sri Lanka’s foreign policy,
formulated from the times of the late Hon. S.W.R.D.
Bandaranaike, further strengthened during the tenure of
office of the late Hon. Lakshman Kadirgarmar and now,
in the safe hands of the present Minister of External
Affairs, the Hon. (Prof.) G.L. Peiris, would surmount all
obstacles and anchor to the shores of the comity of
nations.

Thank you.

GoesnGitd B En®
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(The Presiding Member)

The next speaker is the Hon. Ravi Karunanayake. You
have 20 minutes.

[3.51 p.m.]
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(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)

Thank you, Mr. Presiding Member, for giving me this
opportunity. I would love to contribute my knowledge to
the Ministry of External Affairs, the Votes of which are
being debated at this moment.

May I start by quoting from the "Mahinda Chintana,
Sri Lanka: the emerging “Wonder of Asia”.

“I will follow a non-aligned, free and progressive foreign policy.

Priority will be given to political, defence, economic, trade and
cultural spheres to the cordial and friendly relationships that we
already have with countries in the Asian region including India,
Japan, China and Pakistan."

That is from the Bible of the SLFP - the "Mahinda
Chintana".

Actually, our foreign policy should be an extension of
the country's domestic interests. I am sure that is well
engrained and I do not need to be telling that to the
Minister of External Affairs or the Deputy Minister
because that is absolutely practical realism. It should also
be richly and realistically projected against the backdrop
of the ever-changing international scenario. With malice
to none and being magnanimous, we must adopt the
policy of friendship to all, but alliance with none. But,
unfortunately, is that what is happening? We must realize
that little Sri Lanka is part of the world, not think that the
world is inside Sri Lanka. That has been the hallmark of
the foreign policy of the "Mahinda Chintana": they think
that all nations are inside Sri Lanka and that they have
got to dance to the whims and fancies of the Government
in power when required. So, I guess changing that
quickly and adapting to the realistic situation would be
the best for the country.



1959 208Ee®snD 1960

[0S 68 S emvnwz @wmn|

Hon. Minister, I know you have a hard task. You were
with the SLFP, then you came to us and again, you are
back with the Government. So, you have a difficult task
to go ahead with. But, that is not what we are commenting
on at this particular moment. We are talking of the foreign
policy of the country. It is, for good reasons or bad
reasons, in your hands. Have we looked at it progressively
and if we have looked at it practically, have we gone
forward? Are we in a better place than we were before the
war? Within the three-and-a-half-year post-war period,
have we managed to win the hearts and minds of the
international community? There are 224 other Members
and we, at this precarious moment facing an economic
onslaught in the world, have only helped to create more
enemies in the world rather than friends?

Now, let me take up the Labour GSP because you and
I were part of the effort of getting it in 2001 under the
pragmatic leadership of the Hon. Ranil Wickremasinghe
and the then UNP. We managed to show the vacuum that
was there and obtain the Labour GSP for the country.
Today, we have lost it. You know that we tried to mention
this to the Hon. Rohitha Bogollagama, the then Foreign
Minister. He ignored it. Then, we mentioned to you that
the best policy for the country is to have a situation where
the Government and the Opposition work together, talk
with the international community and ensure that we
protect the Labour GSP that has been given to us. At that
time, the members of the Central Bank, who are now
economic pundits, mentioned that it is of no avail and that
it has no impact on the business community. Today, what
do the captains of the Chambers of Industry say? It is only
14 months after the Labour GSP had been withdrawn.
The impact is US Dollars 1.3 billion. That is not
something that can be just ignored. That is not something
basically the taxpayers can afford. If that US Dollars 1.3
billion was in the hands of the countrymen, that means,
the industrialists, they could have given better salaries,
would be able to compete better internationally and we
would have been enjoying it today with that US Dollars
1.3 billion in the State coffers. But, what did the
Government say at that particular moment ?

“We can lose it, but we will give the benefits to you",
they said. Have you even paid what was promised when
the war was going on? There were many promises that
were given. It has not been paid, Hon. Minister. So, at this
particular moment, you, Hon. Minister, and the Deputy
Minister have to carry on the tough task with an
incompetent Government. I am saying so owing to the
foreign policy adopted. It just would not help the country
regain its lost prestige in the world. That is what I am
saying.

The Labour GSP, at this moment, is still to be
negotiated. I am happy that Ambassador Ravinatha
Aryasinha - he is a competent person - in the European

Union is doing his best. - [Interruption.] 1 am sorry,
wherever he is stationed, I am informed that he has
started negotiating on behalf of the Government, which is
a step in the right direction. We, from the Opposition,
will give all the support if it can be brought back into
operation because Labour GSP is something very
important and that does not go off from the taxpayers'
money. If it does not come into operation, you have got
to subsidize and then, it goes off from the money of the
taxpayers of this country.

You know that regional politics takes place with India
playing an absolutely important role. Today, our greatest
friend has been made a suspicious friend. Why? Because
you all are trading China against India. You may say no,
but that is the reality. India has been a friend who has
been with us at all times. When has India stood and voted
against us in Geneva? It happened during your tenure,
during the tenure of the Government that you are
representing. Today, we are faced with an odd situation
where we are being looked at as pariahs internationally,
as is being said. This is something which has got to be
eradicated, Hon. Minister. We are saying this because
what you do, reflects on the country as bad foreign
policy . If you mess it up, at the end of the day, we, as the
alternate Government, will have to bring that prestige
back again internationally. That is democracy.

After the Geneva vote, you all were called to the
United States. You went and met Hilary Clinton. The
Hon. Wijeyadasa Rajapakshe, my Colleague, mentioned
very aptly how Members of your own Cabinet made fools
of themselves, staging fasts unto death, a farce by itself.
You ridiculed by burning their effigies and then, went
back to the very persons, Hilary Clinton and Obama.
What do you get out of that? Today, you are still saddled
with the problem and those guys are doing nothing, but
only fanning the fires of extremism.

Then, let me refer to the statement made by the
American Ambassador to the UN, Eileen Donahoe, on Sri
Lanka at the Universal Periodic Review just a couple of
days ago. In that particular statement, she commends you
for the resettlement, which was mentioned very aptly by
the Hon. Lakshman Kiriella. So, I do not want to mention
it again. "We remain concerned by the consolidation of
executive power, including the passage of the 18
amendment, and that no agreement has been reached on
political devolution. Former conflict zones remain
militarized, and the military continues to encroach upon
daily civilian and economic affairs. The Ministry of
Defence has controlled the NGO secretariat since 2010"
is what the United States of America, where you went
after the Geneva vote against you, writing a three to four-
page letter to them saying that the LLRC
recommendations is your base and the way forward, said.
You had this being mentioned by the United States
among the other 220 comments that have been made by



1961 2012 ez%0®28 30 1962

many countries at the Universal Periodic Review in
Geneva. The Ambassador's statement further stated, I
quote:

"Serious human rights violations continue, including

disappearances, torture, extra-judicial killings, and threats to
freedom of expression."

Is that not true? She went on to state, I quote:

"Opposition figures have been harassed, detained, and prosecuted.

There have been no credible investigations or prosecutions for
attacks on journalists and media outlets. In the past 30 days, a judge
who questioned executive interference in the judiciary was severely
beaten in broad daylight by multiple assailants and derogatory
posters appeared in Colombo threatening the director of an
NGO....."

These had been mentioned by the American
Ambassador to the UN, no less a person. Might is not the
right at this moment. There is no necessity, just because
you are a big country to bully small countries. We are
small. We have the right to stand on our own feet, but that
does not mean that you must misuse your powers. Neither
the others nor should we exploit situations that directly
threaten us. You know that just before you went, Hilary
Clinton had written to the the Congress saying, “Do not
meet Sri Lanka”. You were happy that you were
successfully able to meet them. What was told by them is
known by you and the rest of the world. But, are you
complying with that? These are the matters that you have
got to look at.

Now the problem, Hon. Minister, is that de jure you
are the Minister but de facto there are other people. That
is the problem that you are faced with. The commands
have to come from other people. I am happy, at least the
de facto Minister is able to do something better than the
de jure. But what is this? You have got to copy all
messages to such and such people. This is what the
Ministry of External Affairs people are telling us.

@0 53 OJews
(omevorLyifl@ 2 murnferi spapeur)
(An Hon. Member)

»e I?

®F 08 WS €BNWH Bwmo

(orenTil@ rall &mHeRTTHTWSS)

(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)

»ge Besiesy? guimy dm »O8. AT A, Y O
Bwo.

@0 380 ewm 8o Swm
(renr i@ Fefou Cramdnias)
(The Hon. Sujeewa Senasinghe)
»Y¢ DS 0?

85068 TG n®
(BewevensTHIGL 2 MILLeTT Sj6uider)
(The Presiding Member)

Do not use unparliamentary words.

®C; 08 S eI5NE2 D

(LomessrLl@ Tl &hHessTT BT dh:s)

(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)

Do no take my time. ®w e, PEE, YGido
AT em® edm odOE. So, this is the real situation. All
messages have got to be copied. This is what the
Ministry of External Affairs people are telling us. Never
has it fallen to this low level. You must take over the
command and correct the situation. Before you try to
trick the world, get it done in your own home, get it done
in the Cabinet. You must have a collective policy. Your
Cabinet of Ministers must know as to what you are doing.
The Hon. Mahinda Samarasinghe is given one aspect of
it: "UN calls for quick political solution." Now, it is on
this aspect he goes and speaks to the Secretary-General, a
step in the right direction. Then,"US warns Sri Lanka in
writing to stop all dealings with Iran". Now, Hon.
Minister, this is part of your external affairs. You knew
five years ago that this would be coming. What have you
done? Today, the institutions are having a loss of Rs. 110
billion and you are saying that Iran cannot trade with Sri
Lanka, so we are losing. What were you doing five years
ago? The Hon. A.H.M. Fowzie saw the writing on the
wall and extended the oil credit facility and did certain
things. But, he was overridden by commission-oriented
people who subsequently succeeded him and today, you
are being lampooned due to this problem. You are losing
money. You are unable to trade because you were not
prepared. Here, it very clearly says, "in writing". In
January, you all were in a complacent mood and said,
"US has allowed Sri Lanka to import from Iran" not
knowing that Iran could not export to Sri Lanka. Is this
the Ministry of External Affairs that you are guiding?
These are not personal criticisms, Hon. Minister. You
may be an erudite person, a scholar in all spheres but
practically this is not the way you have got to run a
country. You must know what the problems are. In
today’s difficult world where every country is at each
other's throat, you have got to ensure that these are
looked at. “The Sunday Times” newspaper of 25"
November, 2012 states, I quote:

“Lanka, Iran work out a deal on a huge oil bill”

Iran owes Sri Lanka, Sri Lanka owes Iran, so we will use
the money flagrantly violating the UN sanction that is
imposed on, which we have to abide by.

@6 8857 ¢ Hed QEBROEDD wmn

(LomevsTL L)@ FESI6IT B QUTEIV (& 6W0T6U T B 60T)

(The Hon. Sajin De Vass Gunawardena)

Hon, Member, can I take one minute, please?

®3G 68 WS ewIBNGD Dwm

(renTLll@ Tall SHewTTHTWSS)

(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)

If Government time can be given, then it is okay. -
[Interruption.] There is the de facto Foreign Minister. -
[Interruption.] 1 will listen to you but time should be
taken from your side, not from me.
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@0 8857 ¢ Ded PBOLRZ Bwmo

(LomevsTL L)@ FEBIEIT B CUTEIV (& 6W0T6UT S 60T)

(The Hon. Sajin De Vass Gunawardena)

The US Government has given permission for
certain quantities to be brought to Sri Lanka.

®3S 08 WS €maBNWBD Owmn
(orenTyLll@ rall SHeTTHTWSS)
(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)

That is what I said. You were not listening, de facto
Minister of External Affairs. What 1 said was, they
permitted Sri Lanka to import, but if Iran is not allowed to
export, then, what happens? That is the problem. Now, I
said here that money is due to the United Nations. You
cannot barter the two and say, “ I owe you. So, you
promise me a loan and we will use that and go forward".
That is what I am saying. So, ensure when you guide the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs and the President and see that
these are taken into consideration. This is an information
given by the Opposition, free of charge. We are only
giving this because when you mess it up, we have got to
take the reins of the mess you have created.

9ored enE OB evnw(B Hoed g e®3md B
B BOE 8000 BuB. 0® seddnw ¢80 Hwsim ®synw,
E® 0. IO dont & BOD 5@ D1ed K3 0. e®im¢ &
o> 0 @de¢ mOsTery? Plug ocdmdis Bwy gwd,
Q0B V€0, G OBV D ew (0, BE8 WETOO BB
DO 0® Dhed DR WO yoorie? e®x e®Dr HOB
28 Bustesy. mcemmd, do not play around with the
integrity of Sri Lanka. This has been built upon through
professionalism and do not let it be spoiled by jokers who
come just because Mr. J.R. Jayewardene gave a right to
the small parties to come into this system.

Hon. Minister, now I do want to mention what the
United States of America in the Universal Periodic
Review had mentioned about Sri Lanka. Now, I am just
giving a standing example, a classic example of the
inaction of police. You know on the 2nd of February,
2011 we had a protest and the Hon. Dayasiri Jayasekara,
the Hon. (Mrs.) Rosy Senanayake, the Hon. Karu
Jayasuriya, and myself, all of us, were hammered brutally
on that day. That was two years ago. Yesterday, I got a
letter from the police saying that a complaint has been
made by us and asking us to come and give evidence
regarding that matter. This is two years after the event has
taken place. What are we talking of? Is this what you are
basically telling a Member of Parliament who made a
complaint?

@0 80 eumBow SOwvm
(orevsTLll@ FHefou CFerdlnhias)
(The Hon. Sujeewa Senasinghe)
They may have thought that it has happened one
month ago.

®35; 08 S emaznwGz Dvm
(LomessrLll@ rail &(hHewTTHITdSS)
(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)
No, this happened one year ago. These are the things
that you are projecting to the world. Furthermore, while

you are talking of the Universal Periodic Review, you
impeach. You all did an impeachment confirmed by Mr.
Udaya Gammanpila and Mr. Pradeep Jayewardena. They
never sent it up and at the worst of time, you bring in an
impeachment against the Chief Justice of this country.
Then, you tell the rest of the world, “What is this
international community playing around with Sri Lanka?”
Have you not got the foresight or the brains? If you want
to do this, do it at least one week later. What do you do?
You put pressure on the rest of the country and then they
point the finger at them and tell that they are violating
international rights by interfering with Sri Lanka’s
internal affairs. Hon. Minister, I am sure these are the
things that you have got to look at and ensure
professionalism is brought in.

Look at the Tamil students. One of my Colleagues
raising a Privilege issue mentioned in Parliament as to
what type of problems he had to go through. These are
matters of Members of Parliament who had these
particular things got done - I do not believe, but he
mentioned - by the forces that are there.

Then, the next one is the prison riot. You had
armoured cars going into prison. These are high security
areas where nobody can go in. Leave alone arm and
ammunition or armoured cars, you cannot even take a
small pen into the prison. You go and brutally kill 100
people there. This is how the rest of the world sees these
types of things. Then, the media has been stifled; there is
no independence of the Judiciary; all this is very well
known.

Hon. Minister, yesterday there were various

arguments and the Hon. Speaker gave a Ruling.

[Gcromned g 868 9O mom €]
[ySaNrrFsrds s 1_swentitiy ymHMLILIL BHeirsngs]
[Expunged on the order of the Chair.]

when he basically pronounced the Ruling on the
Divineguma Bill, he gave his interpretation on the 9th of
October, 2012. Column 13 of the Hansard dated 9th
October, 2012 states, I quote:

“The right to interpret the Constitution is the province solely of the

Supreme Court that must not be disturbed and their learned
decisions on interpretation must be treated with great respect.”

oG NBGE edlven o Bum (9E8m 608D
2@ ®)

(oresryllg Cuedlsy Grrament rryusag - GUTHETTSTT
SNl (HSH HewLFFT)

(The Hon. Basil Rohana Rajapaksa - Minister of Economic
Development)

That has nothing to do with yesterday’s Ruling.
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®©C; 08 S ema5NwW Dm0
(LomessryLll@ el &(hHewsTT BT )
(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)
Hon. Minister, I am speaking on foreign affairs, on a

matter on which I am building up an argument.

®S NBE edfnen Gresesms Owmo

(renryLil@ Cuerdlsv Grramest rreusag)

(The Hon. Basil Rohana Rajapaksa)

But, that has nothing to do with foreign affairs.

®OF 08 G IBNWGZ Dvmo
(LomessTLll@ rall &(hHewsTT BT W)
(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)
Well, you just told the interpretation given by

America.

Gotsznditd O3B n®s
(semevenwHTHIGL 2 DiiNesTi SjouiTasir)
(The Presiding Member)

Hon. Member, you are discussing -

®G 08 WO emazNwBm Ovm
(renryLll@ rall SmenTTHTLSS)
(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)
What are you worried about? I am the one who is

speaking here.

G270 O En®s

(semevenwSTHRIGL 2 Diifesri Seuiaesr)

(The Presiding Member)

I am in the Chair. You listen to me, Hon. Member.

®F; 08 T €BNWBD DHmo
(LomessTLyLll@ Tl &(hHessTT BT W)
(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)
I am speaking. What is the reason for your

interrupting me?

Gresndit) O53E 00

(sewevenHTHIGL 2 MiINesTi S6uTdsT)

(The Presiding Member)

You must be tamed; you must be disciplined. You

listen to me.

®3G 08 WS emazNwBE v
(wrenryLll@ rall SmenTTHTwLSS)
(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)
What is there to listen?

§oeszn0itd OB n®s

(sewevenwgTHRIGL 2 miliillesri oeuiassr)

(The Presiding Member)

Listen to me. You are discussing about the Ruling of

the Speaker. You cannot do that.

®©3 08 WS €mIzNGBD O
(orenTLll@ rall &mHewTTHTWSS)
(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)
We have heard that the Speaker should be only

hearing, seeing and not interfering.

2012 ez%0®28 30 1966

G800 O5TE s

(sewevenwHTHRIGL o MILILNeTT Sj6uTdsir)

(The Presiding Member)

You are discussing about the Ruling given then and

now. You cannot do that.

®C; 08 S ewazNWBD Dwmo
(LomevsTLLl@ el &(HewTT BT WdHS)
(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)
I am quoting from the Hansard.

Gotandit) BT n®0

(pewevemwETHRIGD 2 miliilesri jeuider)

(The Presiding Member)

Even using the Hansard, you cannot discuss the

conduct of the Speaker. You are casting aspersions on the
Speaker.

®3G 08 W €mazN0wD Dwvm
(renryLil@ rall ShHeTTHTWSS)
(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)
I am not casting aspersions on the Speaker. I am

quoting a statement made by the Hon. Speaker.

Sotssndit) O5IBE @0

(pewevemwGTHRIGLD 2 Ml lesri ojeuiaer)
(The Presiding Member)

That will be expunged from the Hansard.

®©0 8. eddnd OBmE esedch Owm

(wrenrLil@ erid. CeareFls enw&aHsd QuGryT)
(The Hon. M. Joseph Michael Perera)

o3 8 BSeddes.
STUPBSITH.
rose.

Gotssndit) O3 n®s

(sewevenwsTHRIGL ° MILILNETT Sy6uTdsiT)

(The Presiding Member)

You are a former Speaker. - [/nterruption.] Discipline

yourself, I warn you. You are a former Speaker.

®35 08 WS emIzNGD Dwmo
(wrenryLilE rall SmenTTHTILEs)
(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)
He is a person who has controlled this House. He was

a Speaker.

®G 0. eddnd B8 eseddh dwm
(LomevsTLLl@ 6TiD. GTFLI ewLoHHeD GLIGTTT)

(The Hon. M. Joseph Michael Perera)

(536508 Dam0ed Bedm) ©¢wn,- [l BEO]

G300 B Fn®

(sewevepwETHRIGL 2 millesTi Sjauissir)

(The Presiding Member)

You are a former Speaker. You must set an example

to others.
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®©0 ©0. eudnt OB WE eveddh Ovm

(LomevsryLl@ 6Tb. GraFLs ewLodahed GLGTyT)

(The Hon. M. Joseph Michael Perera)

(5308 Dodm0ed Beadm e¢wr Bwdm emd I
@O & B0 WOTesy?

Goeszndit) OB nS0

(pewevemwgTHRIGL 2 mlillesri oeuiasr)

(The Presiding Member)

B¢ iy BIOB, ag ¢oiny BuigdB Bedwmbdr. myw
Basis oo So, that will be expunged. You carry on.

®3G 08 WS €mazNwD Ovm

(renryLfl@ rall SHeTTHTWSS)

(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)

How can it be expunged? I am quoting from a
Hansard where the Speaker has given a Ruling.

Gotsznditd O3B n®0

(pewevemwsTHRIGL 2 milillesri jeuissr)

(The Presiding Member)

It will be expunged from the Hansard. You carry on
with your speech.

®F; 08 T €BNWBD DHmo
(oreTil@ rall &HenTTHTWdSS)
(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)
I am quoting what the Speaker -

G270 O En®s
(semevenwSTHRIGL 2 Diifesri Seuiasr)
(The Presiding Member)

You have only one more minute.

®F 08 WS €BNWH Bwmo
(orenTil@ rall &mHeRTTHTWSS)
(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)
The Hon. Speaker has stated, I quote:

“The right to interpret the Constitution is the province solely of the
Supreme Court that must not be disturbed-"

So, on that particular basis, you are telling the
Americans that this is what you are doing -
[Interruption.]

§Cots006:t) BT s

(sewevenHTHIGL o MILINesTT SeuTdsT)

(The Presiding Member)

Hon. Joseph Michael Perera, do not call upon the
backbenchers to be unruly. It is a very bad example.

@0 80 eumBow SOwvm
(omevsTLll@ FHefou CFerdlhias)
(The Hon. Sujeewa Senasinghe)
A very bad example.

G800 O5TE s

(sewevenwHTHRIGL o MILILNeTT Sj6uTdsir)

(The Presiding Member)

Hon. Ravi Karunanayake, please conclude your
speech. - [Interruption.] Order, please! Your time is over.

®C; 08 S ewazNWBD Dwmo

(LomevsTLLl@ el &(HewTT BT WdHS)

(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)

You cannot interfere with my speech. If you interrupt,
you give me your time.

§oe00:8) O5TE @
(semevenwHTHRIGL 2 ML Sj6uid6ir)
(The Presiding Member)

No.

@0 08 WG €0BNGBH Dwmo

(renTLil@ Tall &HenTTHTWdSS)

(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)

You cannot be playing around with our time -
[Interruption.]

foe00ie) OTEn®s

(semevenwHTHRIGL 2 D6 Syeuid6r)

(The Presiding Member)

You have to abide by the Ruling of the Chair. -
[Interruption.]

@0 08 T €2BNWBH DHmH

(renTLil@ rall &HeTTHTWSS)

(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)

You have bulldozed the court and you are going to
bulldoze Parliament. You cannot do that.

Go00:t) OB

(semevenwHTHRIGL 2 M6 Sjeuia6r)

(The Presiding Member)

You have to abide by the Ruling given from the
Chair, be it the Speaker or anybody else.

®35 08 WS emIzNGD Dwmo

(wrenryLilE rall SmenTTHTILESs)

(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)

You cannot be bullying us from there - [Interruption.]
This is what the world must see.

Go35006:t) ®5IE S

(sewevewWSTHIGL 2 MILILNESTT SjeuTs6T)

(The Presiding Member)

I command all the powers that the Speaker enjoys
when he is in the Chair. - [Interruption.)]

®©F 68 WS emaNB Bwm

(oreTLfl@ rall &HemTTHTWSS)

(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)

The world must see what is being done to us. -
[Interruption.] -
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G800 O5TE @0
(sewevenwHTHIGL 2 MiLiNesTi SeuTasir)
(The Presiding Member)

Alright.

®3S 08 WS €maBNWBD Owmn
(orenTyLll@ rall SHeTTHTWSS)
(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)
The Chief Justice is being impeached. - [Interruption.]

Soe00:) 05T 0@

(semevenwHTEIGL 2 DiiesTi SjouiTasi)

(The Presiding Member)

That is the Order of the Chair. You must abide by it.
You cannot challenge that. - [Interruption.] If you want,
there is a remedy elsewhere. - [Inferruption.] Hon.
Joseph Michael Perera, I can send you out. If you
misbehave, I can send you out.

@0 38D eunB.» Ounm
(orenTll@ Hefou Cramdnis)
(The Hon. Sujeewa Senasinghe)
You cannot send him out.

®F; 08 T €BNWBD DHmo
(orenTil@ rall &HeTTBHTWdSS)

(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)
Try to do that.

@0 g8 8. evelch ®wmo
(LomevsrLll@ S8l LF. QuGrym)

(The Hon. Ajith P. Perera)
ged Onw a8 Buxdo.

Grtsndit) O53E 00

(sewevenHTHIGL 2 M6 S6uTdsT)
(The Presiding Member)

Hon. DEW Gunasekara, - [Interruption.]

®F 08 WS €BNWH Bwmo
(orenTil@ rall SmHemTTHTWSS)

(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)
I want time to finish my speech.

§oeszn0itd OB n®s
(pewevenwgTHRIGL 2 miliileri oeuiassr)
(The Presiding Member)

No, no. Your time is over. Your time was taken by
others.

@0 80 eumBow SOwvm
(orevsTLll@ FHefou CFerdlhias)
(The Hon. Sujeewa Senasinghe)
Sir, I rise to a point of Order.

G800 O5TE s

(sewevenwHTHRIGL o MILILNeTT Sj6uTdsir)

(The Presiding Member)

There is no point of Order. Hon. Minister, you speak.
- [Interruption.] - No, no. You cannot deliberately disturb
the House. - [Interruption.]

@G 697 RO Bwmn (gBWS e ¢@ims®)
(LomessTLll & meyLt am&ID - b5 HewLDFFIT)

(The Hon. Rauff Hakeem - Minister of Justice)
Sir, I rise to a point of Order. - [Interruption.]

Botandit) BT n®0

(pewevemwgTHRIGD 2 miliilesri euider)

(The Presiding Member)

What is your point of Order, Hon. Rauff Hakeem? -
[Interruption.]

@G 69 S B Owvmo

(wrewrLiflG ey amdib)

(The Hon. Rauff Hakeem)

I want to clarify, Mr.
[Interruption.]

Presiding Member, -

@0 08 T €2BNWBH DHmH
(renTLil@ rall &HeTTHTWSS)
(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)
I must finish my speech.

foe00ie) O

(pewevemgTHRIGLD 2 Ml llesri jeuiaer)

(The Presiding Member)

We are not dealing with bullfrogs. Hon. Joseph
Michael Perera, behave yourself. You are a former
Speaker. You are setting a very bad example to others. -
[Interruption.] Hon. Rauff Hakeem, you may continue. -
[Interruption.]JHon. Member, do not try to bully the
Chair. You can try that elsewhere.

@G 69F B Ovmo

(el poyLs amsib)

(The Hon. Rauff Hakeem)

Hon. Presiding Member, let me clarify since the Hon.
Ravi Karunanayake raised this issue about the Hon.
Speaker’s Ruling yesterday. He has got his wires crossed
in this sense. The earlier Ruling by the Speaker regarding
the Supreme Court's competence to interpret the
Constitution is one matter. But, to interfere with the
legitimate functions of Parliament and its Select
Committee through issuing summons to Members in the
Select Committee is another matter. [Interruption.]
Therefore, do not try to confuse. - [Interruption.] No, no.
Both issues are not at cross purposes. You are confusing
the whole issue. The Hon. Speaker is well within his
rights to - [Interruption.] That is a different matter.

Go35006:t) ®5IE S

(sewevewWSTHIGL 2 MILILNESTT SjeuTs6T)
(The Presiding Member)

Hon. DEW Gunasekara, - [Interruption.]
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@0 88 8. cvedch @wm
(orevsryLll@ Hedls LF. QuGrym)
(The Hon. Ajith P. Perera)
@it BusIeny?

®©5; 08 S ema50W Dm0
(LomevsryLll@ el &(hHewsTT BT Wd:S)
(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)
I want my time.

G800 05T 0@

(semevenHTERIGL 2 DiLiNesTi SjouiTasir)

(The Presiding Member)

You have exhausted your time. - [Interruption.] Hon.
Ravi Karunanayake, I warn you. In keeping with the
Standing Orders, I can send you out. Hon. Minister, you
may carry on. - [Interruption.] Do not disturb the House.

®3G 08 WS €mazNwD Ovm
(renryLfl@ rall SHenTTHTWSS)
(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)
I am on my feet. Give me my time. - [[nterruption.]

Yoesnditd O3B0

(pewevemwgTHRIGL 2 mlilleri ojeuiasr)

(The Presiding Member)

Hon. Joseph Michael Perera, you must be responsible
for this. Please ask your Members to sit. - [Inferruption.]
Hon. Minister, you carry on.

o6 ¢85 8. cvelcs ®wm

(wrenryflg oedlg 1F. Qurym)

(The Hon. Ajith P. Perera)

57608 Dabmned Bednmy ecwr BwsIsy d8¢? dev®
DO I & ged ¢8Bs. »Twd Dimd BedsIH

Grtsndit) O53E 00

(sewevenHTHIGL 2 NI S6uTdsT)

(The Presiding Member)

You cannot challenge the Chair. Hon. Minister, you
carry on. You have other remedies. - [Uproar..] - You
cannot bully the Chair. - [Uproar.] Find it from
somewhere else. Okay. Hon. Minister, you speak. -
[Uproar..] - Allow the senior Minister to speak.

o0 ¢85 8. cvedch ®wm
(wrenril@ edls 1F. QuGrym)
(The Hon. Ajith P. Perera)

Geromned ges 888 9O mom & ]
[y &BlrrFsrds s 1_sweriiLily yEmmLILIL (BHeTend]

[Expunged on the order of the Chair.]

from the Chair.

o0 S.98.00. gd¢E ¢l Pwmn (88ud Bewdun

g1 ®)

(omessTLll@ 6T.Qyi.6TiD. LIGID SHTHT - FHOTLL Llrg)
SIOLFFIT)

(The Hon. ARM. Abdul Cader - Deputy Minister of
Environment)

Sir, I rise to a point of Order.

G800 O5TE s

(sewevenwHTHRIGL o MILILNeTT Sj6uTdsir)

(The Presiding Member)

What is the point of Order, Hon. Abdul Cader? -
[Interruption.)

o0 &.908.08. 3¢ gl Swm

(LomevsTL LA, 6T. Y T.6TLD. SILIGIE) BT HIT)

(The Hon. A.R.M. Abdul Cader)

N S  WOF. [Dodo
[Interruption.]

ABon] 98 odmm.

@6 88 8. evedch @wme

(orevsTyLll@ oedlS LF. QuGrym)

(The Hon. Ajith P. Perera)

We

Geowned ges 888 9O o ]

[y sB T w1 1_swemiiLig ysmmLILIL (Berengs]
[Expunged on the order of the Chair.]

the Chair. The Chair is

Geowned g 888 9O o ]
[y sF T s 1_swemiiLig ysmmLILIL (Bearengs]
[Expunged on the order of the Chair.]

foe00ie) O

(semevenwHTHRIGL 2 D6 Sjeuid6r)

(The Presiding Member)

Hon. Ajith P. Perera, if you do not sit, I will suspend
you from the House. - [Interruption]. According to the
Standing Orders, you are unruly. You are not listening to
the Chair. - [Interruption.] 1 warned you twice. -
[Interruption.] According to Standing Order Nos. 74 (1)
and 74 (2), I order the Hon. Ajith P. Perera out of the
House and I suspend the Sitting for 10 minutes until he is
removed from the House by the Serjeant-at-Arms.

dafBe SO enmcd @OwmBwd ¢fiozm 8, ¢.wo.
4.350 oo Bewles mznwcmn@ied wwefdewssy O
80205 &

ey, ywiey . 4.35 wellsusor Gl plyssi 5
TRV GBI BB, LITBE  FLUTBTWET  YUTH  HDVDLD
UBIGBTIT 56N

Sitting accordingly suspended till 4.35 p.m. and then resumed, MR.
DEPUTY SPEAKER in the Chair.

8800889

(sallgTari ojeuiser)

(The Chairman)

©0 BD QenedmS ¢@mn® D WSBI.

®35 08 WS €2BNWBD Dwmo

(wreryl@ rall &@menrTBTids)
(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)
Sir, I rise to a point of Order.

01889

(pallFrari ojauissir)

(The Chairman)

What is your point of Order, Hon. Member?

®3G 68 WS ewIBNGD Dwm

(wreryl@ rall & menTTBTids)

(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)

Sir, I was on my feet. Then, the Member who was in
the Chair gave a bumptious judgement on one of my
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Colleagues. As a result, we had to suspend Sitting for a
couple of minutes. We mentioned that the lost five
minutes should be given to us. Now, it needs to be
corrected and my Colleague needs to be brought back, as
well as the lost time should be given to us.

IS S ETON)

(pailFrari jeuissir)

(The Chairman)

Hon. Member, now that an Order is given -

®3G 08 WS €mazNwD Ovm

(wrepTyl@ rall & e TBTidhds)
(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)
I am sorry, Sir.

005839

(pallgrari Hjeuissir)

(The Chairman)

I take your point of Order.

®3G 08 WS €mazNwD Ovm

(wresTyll@ rall &mHeTTBTidds)

(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)

We have basically mentioned certain matters and that
is how we resumed the Sitting. It was mentioned that the
lost time will be given to us.

008839

(sallFTeri jeuiger)

(The Chairman)

The lost time will certainly be given on agreement
and if there was any issue that had taken place, the Hon.
Speaker is willing to investigate into that.

®3G 08 WS emazNwBE v

(wressryll@ reai &@meTTHTWSse)

(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)

Please investigate into it and ensure that such
Members do not sit on the Chair anymore.

008835

(sallgTeri jeuiser)

(The Chairman)

Hon. Speaker had a discussion with one of your senior
Members of Parliament.

®©3 08 WS €mIzNGBD O

(wressTll@ raf &wHesTTHTIWSS)

(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)

This happened to the Hon. Leader of the Opposition,
when he was speaking. Now, this happened to the Hon.
Ajith P. Perera.

00885 ®)

(sallFTeri ojeuiser)

(The Chairman)

Hon. Member, there was a discussion between the
Hon. Speaker and a senior Member of Parliament of your

Party. According to him, the issue is resolved. The Hon.
Speaker undertook to look into the matter and take
appropriate action. The senior Member, a former Hon.
Speaker, also agreed to it. So, taking into consideration
the traditions and standards of Parliament, I would
request the Hon. Ajith P. Perera, since there is an Order
given by the Chair at that time, to keep away for today -

®C; 08 €m0 m Dwmo

(reryl@ rall &@HenTTBTids)

(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)

We cannot allow that type of thing to happen. That is
not what we have agreed upon. Why should he be subject
to an irrational judgement given by the Chair?

®©G 8. eddnd O8HE eseddh dwm
(wressryLll@ sTib. G rel) swwdhssd GlLGryT)
(The Hon. M. Joseph Michael Perera)

Sir, I rise to a point of Order.

818839

(sallereri oeuiser)

(The Chairman)

Order, please! The Hon. M. Joseph Michael Perera.

®©0 8. eddnd OBmE esedch Owm

(wressryfl@ sTib. G rel) swwdhsed GLGryT)

(The Hon. M. Joseph Michael Perera)

OO0 ©sBAROB, ¢ VIR B3wr, @uddd ©d;
O B3w. eCwOROTE HBIwr. B ©0dD
y@m® HOB, ©O 68 WO TNWH OBIER®0 - [Dodd BBO]
®0 08 WO gNWm OER® mOvnwemn® 8y Order
O, @® H8Eed®TNed wsTwd Dibmeds’ Brednm
00 »HOB yEmw On feeld. I ydmrw On O O
2088e®5nd 0v eIy N8 BFFDGO v Hew. BBO
Order o= @80 greoed 3w, @® 8EedsIined By
©6d®d0. ¢80 yooxy ¢ CD 9» e s downd®
Order o ¢u¥ovne BeEr. donn ¢80 8€wd wsinmy Jrwr.
0O VeH® VMWD Fod W, VeVE OWMWEDWO g8
©0 O »O® Brndwexm »3 oo a8 8. evedd
I 8€wO BBEE »OB VI PO sidesd ¢y
Ped.

@0 &.08.08. ¥ ™ol Srwomo
(omessTLE @ 67. D4 T.6TLD. SILIGIEV HIIT)
(The Hon. A.R.M. Abdul Cader)
Sir, I rise to a point of Order.

®G 0. eddnd B8 eseddh dwm

(wreTyll@ 61id. G TEFLl emLdhHeL GLGryT)

(The Hon. M. Joseph Michael Perera)

RID®o- [P BBO] 06 8rsBnA, S0 iCBEC
CBOR HOB- [P BO)

00 &.98.08. 3d¢E ¢85 Svmo
(oressTLl @ 67.YT.6TLD. S|LIGI6V HTHIT)
(The Hon. A.R.M. Abdul Cader)
Sir, I rise to a point of Order.
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008835

(sallFTeri ojeuiser)

(The Chairman)

Order, please! mS enmd ©6; eud@s O8mE ewvedds
OB R@0 S WOBID DD @csIn.

®G 0. edied OB HE esedch dwmo

(wrenTyil@ 6Tid. CQTEFLs e9LdHe0 GlLGryT)

(The Hon. M. Joseph Michael Perera)

IO HCHCEE ¢BDE »O8 ©® aed od adx 8.
e8edd Bewdes 63:0wn@iy dm 8800 Ged. ¢z J
lolale1%R

Now, we can go on. There is no problem. According
to the Order, he went out of the House with us. Now, we
are back here. The Chair did not mention any time or
date. Itis very clear.

®C 08 G €025002% Wm0

(wressTfl@ Tl &HesTTHTILISS)

(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)

That is also an irrational judgement given from the
Chair. There are traditions of Parliament, Sir. That is
important as there are Standing Orders -

LA TONITSTS100)

(sellerari ojsuissir)

(The Chairman)

Since I was not chairing at that time, I have to
ascertain as to what really transpired. So, based on what
transpired, we will have to come to a decision. In that
case, let us suspend the House again for five minutes,
initially to discuss and ascertain by checking the video
clip - [Interruption.]

Hon. Member, let us the check the way in which
matters have transpired and the way in which -
[Interruption.JHon. Member, the Chair does not belong to
a party. [Interruption.] - The Chair belongs to both sides
of the House. - [Interruption]. Order, please!

Please listen to me. The Chair belongs to both sides
of the House. So, for the Chair to take a fair decision, the
Chair has to listen to and watch the video clip to ascertain
what really transpired and to ascertain what the Order has
been. Therefore, I suspend the House again for 10
minutes in order to ascertain that.

defS® 30 ¢zpcd D102:BwO g’ HQO» &, g.om.
3.130 23O 8050 G&.

ygerLg, ywisy Li.c. 5.13 wenfleuswr Bewr plyssLiii 5
LTS ClBmL_BISDIY.

Sitting accordingly suspended till 5.13 p.m. and then
resumed.

300889

(sellFTeari ojeuissir)

(The Chairman)

The Hon. DEW Gunasekara.

®C; 08 S eI5NE2 D
(wressryll@ ral &HenTTHTISS)
(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)
Sir, I rise to a point of Order.

28008890

(pallFrari auissir)

(The Chairman)

What is the point of Order?

@5 08 WG €IBNGH Dwmo

(wresstyLll@ Tl &mHenTTHTIWSS)
(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)
It should be mentioned -

8018839

(pallFrari ojeuissir)

(The Chairman)

You can speak after the Hon. DEW Gunasekera.

®3G 08 W €mazN0wD Dwvm

(wresstyLll@ Tl &mHenTTHTIWSS)

(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)

It should be mentioned here. That is my point of
Order.

O6 05t gPOR-® Bwmo
(oreorLyfl@ Cemest LT GIBIS)
(The Hon. John Amaratunga)
Hon. Chairman,-

LRIy SFaTOn)

(sallgTeri ojeuiser)

(The Chairman)

Yes, Hon. John Amaratunga.

@G 08dsY @00 Bwme

(ressrll @ Geamedt SyLOTgIBIS)

(The Hon. John Amaratunga)

On behalf of the Opposition, we are extremely
thankful to the Hon. Speaker. He has taken the correct
decision enabling us to continue with this Discussion. We
are grateful for whatever he has done. I do not want to
mention them.

8800889

(sallgrari ojeuiser)

(The Chairman)

Thank you very much. Hon. DEW Gunasekara.

[2.w. 5.11]

o0 80 gQe:moeund Pwm (Bmd wduss 8Eae¢

2119 ®)

(oresyfl@ 19w, BTCFET - 631G UATHIGST HEWLOFFIT)

(The Hon. DEW Gunasekara - Minister of Human

Resources)

OO B BROA, 8B § BEBw o> @ sgfedsy
BYHID PR OB, DedversI® ¢ cod DJed 9
BuFeed ©d 95RO Bedar yhuBw wd®dsidewsy
o 988sy ®mEr. WONGEY Bwoe BIw, @6 OB
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[0 8D geseLdmc @vnn]

OO0 AR H, ged ©0; dedr ®OEn OB
3@ wO W B WOBIBY DB eIy ®BY Bl
®ed DD e »O8sY e®BsY @dwsy HOHmOa.

08B

(pailFrari jeuissir)

(The Chairman)

The next speaker is Hon. Ravi Karunayake.

®3G 08 WS €mazNwD Ovm

(wrepTyl@ rall &HeTTBTidhds)

(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)

Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I was on my feet when
there was a decision unfairly taken on what I was reading
from the Hansard. We regret that. But, now things have
been put back to order. At that particular moment I was
referring to the Universal Periodic Review. It was
mentioned by no less than the United States of America:
“Opposition figures have been harassed”. We are being

harassed inside.- [Interruption.]

6, NHBE edfnen Grxsesams wmo
(wrewTylE Quetlsy GrramewnT rrRLFag)

(The Hon. Basil Rohana Rajapaksa )

OO B3BBROA, © BB ydm @ On ®OHDo.

TOISYSEaTOn

(sallFTeri oeuiser)

(The Chairman)

oG HBE Gsese ¢ @Bneo.

® NBE oddnen Crsens Dnm

(wressryll@ Guerflev Grrament rreyLFag)

(The Hon. Basil Rohana Rajapaksa)

e0@mews’ ©0; OBOJew @cdd » WosTesy
DL BB @ @g® W€D 9ECHD & w®YLW®W
DEBID D230 V.

008835

(sallgTeri jeuiser)

(The Chairman)

OO0 #OBNOB, 0m wvn gDEedE OB wB WD
Bedmdn. & ¢gmd mnO8 00 ®»Ownemn® ¢dwd Cd o
Boeadsies.

©S NBE edfnen Grxsezs Owomo
(wreTyl@ Quedlsy CrramewnT rreLFag)
(The Hon. Basil Rohana Rajapaksa)

Oev® O WO BN W OO BVIBBHOA.

@0 EoTE @endids Ovm

(wrewTyll@ HGesrey @ ewTeurtgeor)

(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena)

OO0 WHBBROB, 0w ww glEed Bedwm I
OB 00 BERCO 18D OmmdmO vl snemwes’ &8
Beadmds. & 508 ge 08 DD 005 mOR, I 8D
e a8 D@ »osies]. & Bdmed ednmwur Iy v
5O 510D OB ©BIB). E®IWme, wWKred gNOBW 2 BD
O Om eDEIDD O Om Bl YR WO NP -

[Interruption.] If we are going back to the Standing Orders,
let us forget all our decisions and go back to the Standing
Orders. You cannot have it both ways. - [Interruption.] No,
you cannot have it both ways. You can abide by the Party
Leaders' decision or go back to the Standing Orders.-
[Interruption.] You cannot have it both ways.

800889

(sallFTart ojeuiser)

(The Chairman)

This issue can be taken up at the Party Leaders’
meeting. For the time being, the Hon. Speaker has
allowed it. Therefore, Hon. Ravi Karunanayake, you can

continue. - [Interruption.]

o6 Lol @eadiRm Bwm

(wrewTyll@ HCesrely @ euwTeutgeor)

(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena)

But, we cannot have it both ways. [@20 B88] den®
P8 @I . 0® 8Ee®RD BBVOW D8 ®
88w 9 g¢rierns. dew® mOBTH P, [P BBO]
@cev® @DSR. [@id RIS

LRIy SFaTOn)
(paflarari jsuissir)
(The Chairman)
Hon. Ravi
[Interruption.]

Karunayake, you may speak. -

@0 08 T €2BNWBH DHmH

(reryfl@ rall &mHenTTBTiLds:)

(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)

At that particular moment it was mentioned that the
Opposition figures are harassed - [Interruption.]

8800889

(sallgrari ojeuiser)

(The Chairman)

Hon. Ravi Karunayake,
[Interruption.]

you may continue. -

®35 08 WS emIzNGD Dwmo

(wresstyll@ Tl & HesTTHTIISS)

(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)

At that particular moment it was mentioned that the
Opposition figures are being harassed. This is a clear
example to the world that there is harassment going on.
What I mentioned at that particular moment is what is in
the Hansard, on which the Hon. Speaker has given a
ruling. I refer to Column 13 of the Hansard dated 9th
October, 2012. It states, I quote:

"The right to interpret the Constitution is the province solely of the
Supreme Court that must not be disturbed and their learned
decisions on interpretation must be treated with great respect."”

Hon. Chairman, on this particular basis there is an
interpretation - [Interruption.]
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@0 Lotd @edSds ®wm

(wrewryllg HBerey @ smroutHeor)

(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena)

I am raising a point of Order. - [Interruption.] Are we
going to uphold the Party Leaders’ decision or are we
going to totally erase the Party Leaders’ decision and fall
back only on the Standing Orders? Please give me an
order on that.- [Interruption.] Without the consent of the
House, you cannot change the Party Leaders’ decision.
[Interruption.] The Party Leaders’ decision stands -
[Interruption.]

ST SEaTON

(sallgTeri ojeuiser)

(The Chairman)

An order in respect of this issue was given by the Hon.
Speaker. Therefore, let us have a meeting of the Party
Leaders. - [Interruption.]

o0 EorTd @eadids Ovm

(wrewTyll@ HGerely @ ewTeutgeor)

(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena)

How can we go on like this? - [Interruption.] Okay,
then get the consent of the House. Put it to the House -
[Interruption.]

TOISYSEaTOn

(sallgrari euissir)

(The Chairman)

Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena, the Hon. Speaker has
given a ruling in regard to this matter. So, let this issue be
resolved at a Party Leaders’ meeting. - [Interruption.]

@0 LorTE @eadiRn Bvm

(wrevwsryll@ HCeres @ 6mTouT H6oT)

(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena)

There is no order given in the House. - [Interruption.]
Get the consent of the House. The next speaker must be
recognized.- [Interruption. ]

008835
(sallgreri jeuiser)
(The Chairman)
Hon. Ravi

[Interruption.]

Karunayake you may speak.-

®©3 08 WS €mIzNGBD O
(wreRTyl@ rall &@mHeTTBTidgs)
(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)

Thank you. Hon. Chairman.
I quote it again:

"The right to interpret the Constitution is the province solely of the
Supreme Court that must not be disturbed and their learned
decisions on interpretation must be treated with great respect."

Now, you are showing the world that the Members of the
Opposition are harassed inside the Parliament as well -
[Interruption.]

28008890

(pallFrari jauissir)

(The Chairman)

Hon. Ravi Karunanayake, the Hon. Speaker has
intervened and given you a fair order. So, please continue
with your speech. - [Interruption.]

®C; 08 S €m0 D Dwmo

(wressryll@ ral &HenTTHTISS)

(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)

I know that. Thank you, Sir. I appreciate the Hon.
Speaker for standing by the Hon. Members of Parliament
and granting them the rights that they deserve. I thank
him for that. - [Interruption] You can see that the people
are going to the courts outside the country - [Interruption.]
This type of banana republic - [Interruption.]

8018839

(pallFrari ojauissir)

(The Chairman)

Hon. Gitanjana Gunawardena - [Interruption.]

@0 Bmotsyy QeadEd® Bwm (85F @bz b

Bewndss g@imnn®)

(wrewr il  £sTEhmer  Gewreuiser - HAallsy  aflrer

Gaemausmser Lrs) ojemivdai)

(The Hon. Gitanjana Gunawardena - Deputy Minister of

Civil Aviation)

B0 BewsdnwdEO gu0 o02edd8 g’ ®»Ogn
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(paflgrari jsuissir)

(The Chairman)

Order, please! The Sitting is suspended for five
minutes.
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Sitting accordingly suspended till 5.45 p.m. and then resumed,
MR. SPEAKER in the Chair.

DSIBNBDR

(FUTBTUSGT jsuidser)

(Mr. Speaker)

Order, please! m0m wwed D18 »Ogn @e8wd
OO WP WEW 9C R 83500, w®d dwwe?

©6 ®53505

(omessrLyfl@ 2 mutiferiaseir)
(Hon. Members)

Aye.

D002 wenedBE »O¢odn
[2Cazm0052029 @2 Goe523038) Ses. |
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UBGH TS5 ]
Considered further in Committee. - [MR. SPEAKER in the Chair.]
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(sallgTeri jeuiser)

(The Chairman)

DPIoNIeE0 eDew® &dnAB. Order, please!

RINEed BRI ecm gdwmE.
8 g0 ©o 9GS HBR® g @Bn®. You have 10 minutes,
please.

[5.48 p.m.]

@G 657 v BO Bwmn (g3 ¢RIBBHS)
(LomevsTLll& meyLt am&ID - 3 HewLFFIT)
(The Hon. Rauff Hakeem - Minister of Justice)

Bismillahir Rahmanir Raheem.

Hon. Chairman, we all are glad that some sanity has
returned after some turbulence in the House. With the
limited time that is available to me, may I at the outset,
say that the Ministry of External Affairs, during the

period under review, has been conducting its work with
the necessary skills at its disposal. I must say that a few
days ago, we, the Sri Lanka Muslim Congress wanted to
move an Adjournment Motion on the issue of the Israeli
attack on Gaza. Unfortunately, since the Hon. Minister of
External Affairs was not available to reply, we could not
take up that Motion. But, I just want to say a few words,
in the first place, to congratulate the Palestinian Authority
in having attained admission as a non-Member Observer
State yesterday in the United Nations General Assembly.

Sri Lanka has been a stout and loyal friend of the
Palestinians and, I must say, His Excellency Mahinda
Rajapaksa, from the days in which he had been a Member
of the Opposition, has led the Palestinian Solidarity
Movement in Sri Lanka and had been, throughout,
showing his commitment and friendship towards the
Palestinians and indeed, for all of us, this is a very proud
moment.

I must also say in the very same attempt to achieve
this status as a non-voting Member, it is recorded that the
British Prime Minister had made a specific request from
Mahmoud Abbas, the President of the Palestinian
Authority, that in order for Britain to go along with the
Resolution, he must give an assurance that the Palestinian
Authority will not use the newly acquired status to press
for war crimes charges against Israel. This is the attitude
of Britain.

Similarly, last time when a similar move was made,
particularly, this whole issue of trying to agitate for their
statehood within the UN system arose as a result of the
Israeli attempts to build settlements in the occupied
territories. When the first attempt was made, the US
made an attempt to threaten the Palestinians that they will
withdraw the assistance given to the Palestinian
Authority, if they insist on statehood. Finally, Mahmoud
Abbas, had to relent and seek admission to the UNESCO.
When they sought admissions to the UNESCO, finally
what the US did was to cut off funds that they were
committing to the UNESCO, ultimately depriving the
UNESCO of assisting poor nations in promoting
education in all the underdeveloped world. This was the
attitude of both the US and Britain. These are the so-
called superpowers today trying to protect one of their
surrogate States.

In that process, I must say that we faced the same
wrath of US in the UN Human Rights Council last
March, where against all traditions, they brought a
country-specific resolution. In that, we learnt many things
like what deficiencies we have in our diplomatic sphere
and we have taken a very prudent decision now to
establish and re-establish relations with the African
Continent and with Latin America. I must congratulate
the Hon. Minister for this paradigm shift in our foreign
policy to begin diplomatic relations with almost 15
African countries in the African Continent and similarly,
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13 other countries in Latin America. This, I believe, is a
very significant move and this has never occurred in the
past and I believe, this is a paradigm shift which has
occurred under the Mahinda Rajapaksa Regime. But, I
feel there are some who are pointing fingers at the
Government for such a bold decision in expanding our
diplomatic horizon.

Definitely, as the Hon. Minister explained, the move
is not to set up resident Missions in every one of these
countries. Knowing the financial commitments involved,
they will very carefully analyse the needs in setting up
these missions and we will selectively be setting up
resident Missions and wherever it is not possible, those
Missions will operate from capitals close to those
countries.

As at present, in the African Continent, we have
missions in Kenya, Libya, Egypt, and we have a
commitment to set up a Mission in Nigeria. But then,
going by the happenings in the last Human Rights
Council in March, I must say very categorically here that
when we look at the African Continent, there were three
States - Benin, Cameroon and Nigeria - voted in favour of
the motion brought by the United States whereas, we
managed to get three States to vote against the motion,
Congo, Mauritania and Uganda. Together with that
Angola, Botswana, Burkina Faso, Djibouti and Senegal
abstained from voting.

This, indeed, is a tribute to the diplomatic efforts
pioneered by the Hon. Minister and his team in travelling
to all these capitals and impressing upon them. Finally, it
resulted in five abstentions and only three African nations
voting for it. There again, I must say, we have succeeded
in where Americans have failed miserably when the
Resolution was brought in the UN Human Rights
Council.

Similarly, when you look at the Arab world, there
again we find, with the exception of Libya, which
obviously for the time being is unfortunately seen as a
surrogate State of the West with its recent military
involvement in its civil war, all the rest in the Arab world
either supported or abstained. That in itself shows how
the Arab world has stood with us in these difficult times.

Therefore, Hon. Chairman, the fresh focus on bilateral
relations especially in the context of Sri Lanka’s
reorientation of further strengthening relations in the
African region as well as the Latin American region must
be appreciated and we must congratulate the Hon.
Minister for these efforts.

Together with that, we must also realize the need to
understand the circumstances in which today,
multilateralism is being pushed aside and unilateral
decisions are being imposed in various multilateral
bodies. This is seen as a continuation of the imperialist

colonial mindset of the West in trying to subjugate
developing nations. We have, in the recent past, seen
similar attempts to point fingers at us by trying to bring in
various allegations and I am sure, the Hon. Minister, will
succeed in his new efforts to meet all these challenges.
So, I must once again congratulate him for all the
attempts that he has made during this year and also his
team, the Deputy Minister and the Hon. Sajin De Vaas
Gunawardena, the Secretary and other officials for having
conducted the foreign affairs of this country in a very
admirable manner.

Thank you.
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It is important to know the meaning of the word,
"diplomat". The word "diplomat" refers to an ambassador
or an envoy who is appointed to represent his State or
country for maintaining foreign relations with other
governments. A diplomat is usually known for his skills
and usage of tact in communicating with people. After all,
a diplomat is answerable to his country for safeguarding
integrity, culture and peace. At the same time, a diplomat
has to ensure that trade, cultural and political interest of
the other country is not harmed. So, he has to exercise
assertiveness. A diplomat can also be referred to as a
person who prefers to conduct himself in such a manner
that he or she does not get into arguments or conflicts.
What does diplomacy mean, Sir? Diplomacy is known as
the art of forging relationships without resorting to
arguments or conflicts. I ask this House today, do we
have diplomats who know diplomacy?

@G eCd 8.00.08. eSOl dwmo
(LoTenTLLll@ SVADTE 67.6TF.6TLD. SeNV6uIT)

(The Hon. Alhaj A.H.M. Azwer)
Yes.

@G 0853 yoNsTg Swme
(renryLll@ apflsr uTeTThg! )
(The Hon. Harin Fernando)

I am not talking

[Gcremedd ges 868 9O o 8]
[y gBlrrFsns s L_swerLiLig ysmmLILIL (HoTend]
[Expunged on the order of the Chair.]

You just got kicked out and you are back again here.
So, please sit down and listen to what I have to say. -
[Interruption.] Hon. Speaker, today we have ambassadors
who are -[Interruption.]

008835

(sallgTeri euiser)

(The Chairman)

gdm @B »OIm den. Yadm #B megrs OO v BHO®
00 & ©30TRD Bwr WOmHD. O @@ ©@wd WS D
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@6 w857 yrnslg dwm

(oressrLil@ anfler uiFeTThHg! )

(The Hon. Harin Fernando)

%@ eD5TH). OO dw PE R 2 WS OB HDo.

Hon. Chairman, Today, we have ambassadors posted
to key cities who are engaged in either marketing or
sustaining their tea businesses. We have ambassadors
posted in New York, in London and elsewhere, who are
actually doing their tea marketing business. They are the
so-called ambassadors we have. Also, there are certain
ambassadors, the same ambassadors whom you have
appointed, who write to the Sunday newspapers
criticizing your foreign policy.

Hon. Chairman, how many of our ambassadors can
speak Tamil? 1 think it is very important if we can
appoint ambassadors who can speak Tamil to the
countries where there is a large Tamil diaspora. Then,
matters could be dealt with in a much easier manner. It is
important to note here, that the late Hon. Lakshman
Kadirgamar, who was respected by all communities had a
much easier task than any other Foreign Minister or any
other diplomat and that was indeed because of the
language skill that he had.

Sri Lanka had a miserable failure at the recently
concluded vote on the UN Resolution against Sri Lanka.
That clearly exposed the weaknesses in our foreign
policy, not to mention the busting millions of dollars
spent over that through the tax payers’ money. It was a
joy ride for a few people. A jumbo delegation of over 50
odd went there. Actually, they went to the corridors of
the UN and tried to negotiate with members who were
representing different governments. It would have been
much more worthy if they went to the capitals of those
countries and met the Heads of States of those countries,
not the representatives at the UN building. I think that
was a big miscalculation done by you.

Sir, the LLRC Report has become an ugly joke and
none of the countries would take us seriously anymore.
What has the Ministry of External Affairs given to these
ambassadors to market us? The ambassadors are
supposed to market us abroad. What have you all given
them? Is it the Action Plan that you all have given them
with no action? Is it the LLRC Action Plan that you want
them to sell? I do not think that it is going to be good
enough for them to sustain. Also, there is no hope of
reconciliation, Hon.Chairman. There are certain patriotic
movements like the famous “Patali Champika and Wimal
Weerawansa combination” who are actually opposing
reconciliation and the Thirteenth Amendment to the
Constitution - together with the Hon. Dinesh
Gunawardena - which is also a disgracing fact.

Hon. Chairman, on what rationale is the Ministry of
External Affairs expanding Foreign Missions? I need to
understand this. Today, there was a programme on
Derana TV, about the ambassador in Italy who does not
go to the Embassy until 5 o’clock in the evening and then
works till 12 o’clock in the night. His own secretary has
made a complaint against him for keeping her to work till
12 o’clock in the midnight. I think these are big problems
that you all are having. This ambassador has three
particular persons who have been taken as his staff
members.
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In conclusion, I wish to say that all ambassadors of Sri
Lanka and diplomats in the Ministry of External Affairs
have to work as one team. I would like to quote what the
famous British Diplomat and Ambassador to India, Lord
Gore-Booth said.

He said once and I quote:

“Foreign policy is what you do; diplomacy is how you do it. Of

course the two get mixed up especially when a diplomat is advising
on policy or a member of the Government normally engaged in
policy decision takes over a diplomatic operation which seems to
merit top level or summit discussion. But generally speaking the
task of a government is to decide and the task of a diplomat at any
level is to try to make the decision work.”

While wishing you all the best, Hon. Minister, I hope
with the reshuffle, you will remain in your position and
the so-called "awaiting Minister" might not surpass you
by any chance. Hon. Deputy Minister, I think you have
been doing a good job and I wish you all the best. But, I
think it is time for the official Minister, the official
Deputy Minister and the unofficial Minister to get
together and work as one team, not to be divided but
actually to revamp the whole foreign affairs system.

Thank you.
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The UN News Centre reported on 14" November,
2012, under the caption “UN independent expert
concerned over reports of intimidation of judges in Sri
Lanka”. I quote:

“ ‘I urge the Sri Lanka Government to take immediate and adequate

measures to ensure the physical and mental integrity of members of
the judiciary and to allow them to perform their professional duties
without any restrictions, improper influences, pressures, threats or
interferences, in line with the country’s international human rights
obligations,” the UN Special Rapporteur on the independence of
judges and lawyers, Gabriela Knaul, said in a news release.”
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I further quote:

‘The irremovability of judges is one of the main pillars

guaranteeing the independence of the judiciary and only in
exceptional circumstances may this principle be transgressed,” Ms.
Knaul said, while also expressing her uneasiness with the procedure
of impeachment of the Chief Justice of the country’s Supreme
Court, Dr. Bandaranayake, launched before the Parliament on 1
November.”
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(The Hon. (Prof.) G.L. Peiris - Minister of External Affairs)

Mr. Chairman, we are drawing towards a close of a
long day which was punctuated by considerable drama
and a series of interruptions. It is with a sense of sadness,
Sir, that I witnessed these developments because there
were many serious points which were raised by the Hon.
Members who participated in this Discussion and those
are points that are worthy of a serious answer. But, the
atmosphere which prevailed in this House during the
latter part of the afternoon, detracted substantially from
the decorum of the House. However, thanks to your own
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skill, Sir, order has now been restored and I would like to
do my best to respond to the queries that were addressed
to me and the observations that were made by the Hon.
Members who participated in this Discussion. I think this
series of incidents is particularly unfortunate because of
the nature of the subject that is being discussed today.

Much more than in any other aspect of public policy, a
bipartisan approach is definitely required in respect of the
formulation and the conduct of the country’s foreign
relations. The thrust and parry of party politics is a fact of
life. But, it is the duty of all of us to try to carve out a
certain niche, within which a different approach is
adopted and when we face the world to defend our
motherland, we must have the foresight, the sagacity and
the maturity to forget our internal differences and to take
a common stand on behalf of our country. It is in that
spirit that I appreciate the comment that was made by the
Hon. Wijeyadasa Rajapakshe who told us about an
instance when, as an Opposition Member of Parliament, it
fell to his lot to defend his country and he did so with all
the ability at his command.

I also appreciate the fact that the Hon. Lakshman
Kiriella, who made a very constructive contribution to
this Discussion, is here now at this late hour to listen to
my reply. I am afraid that this cannot be said of many
other Members who made vitriolic comments, sometimes
very irresponsibly, but do not have the interest in the
subject matter to be present when a reply is delivered to
the very points they made. The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella
stated that we will have no problems with regard to our
foreign policy if we do what is right. He was postulating,
as the total solution to our problems, a certain
commitment to ethical and moral positions. With all
respect to the Hon. Member, I do not think that that is a
realistic assessment of the situation.

Many of these issues arise from self-interest. The Hon.
Harin Fernando talked about the diaspora. What does it
mean? It is a fact of life. The groups that were close to the
LTTE have, today, not changed their objective; they have
only changed their methods. The fact of the matter, Sir, is
that they are no longer able to use weapons, bombs and
suicide squads because the war is over. Thanks to the
leadership of His Excellency the President and the
yeoman service that was rendered to this country by Mr.
Gotabhaya Rajapaksa. So, the war is over with the help of
our armed forces. However, these groups are still
continuing an economic onslaught on our country. The
nature of the campaign is different. What they are trying
to do is to dissuade tourists from visiting this country, to
discourage foreign investment and to diminish volumes of
international trade. So, it is an economic war against our
country. I do not think the use of the word “war” is a
misnomer there. That is the situation we are grappling
with and these are forces that cannot be dismissed in
cavalier fashion. They have the advantage of colossal

pecuniary resources which they have accumulated over
the decades. They have a very sophisticated media
network and that is what accounts for their influence in
many countries. I would like to tell the Hon. Lakshman
Kiriella that there was an instance - I will not name
countries; I will not name individuals - where a particular
Member of Parliament was hounding out Sri Lanka
relentlessly every month, asking questions and then, the
person concerned lost his or her seat in the Legislature in
question, and within a matter of weeks, accepted paid
employment in one of the organizations that are funded
by those people. That is the reality of the situation. It is
also a fact that Members of Parliament in certain
countries who speak up for Sri Lanka are threatened.
There have been instances where they have received
letters saying that they will not be given nomination next
time, that everything possible would be done to prevent
their parties from giving them nominations. Just four
days ago, there was a vicious attack on a Member of
Parliament of another country who visited Sri Lanka to
see for himself the development which has taken place in
the northern part of the Island. So, that is what we are up
against. It is not a question of doing the right thing and
then getting full marks for adopting a position that is
moral and ethical. These are the mundane realities: the
forces of money, power and manipulation. That is the
principal challenge that Sri Lanka faces today at the
international level.

I would like to tell the Hon. Lakshman Kiriella that
this state of affairs results in two problems. One is, the
lack of a balanced view. These countries are not
personally angry with us. They are responding to political
pressures. Every government has a political base. The
Government of Sri Lanka has a political base. Also, these
other governments have a political base and when
pressure is exerted on them by the constituencies on
which they depend for continuing tenure of political
power, naturally, they have to respond to those pressures.
So, that is what is happening. In consequence of that,
they are not able to arrive at a balanced view of the
situation here. Sometimes, credit is given where credit is
due very grudgingly and the negatives are emphasized. 1
would like to ask you, Hon. Member, to look at any post-
conflict situation in the contemporary world.

How much has Sri Lanka achieved within such a short
period of time? When we consider the magnitude and the
complexity of the challenges and the brevity of the period
within which we have accomplished so much in respect
of the resettlement of internally-displaced persons,
reintegration into society of ex-combatants, the
completion of de-mining operations, all of this, is there
any situation, be Cambodia or former Yugoslavia where
so much was accomplished within such a short period of
time?

Then, the other problem is a total lack of consistency
or uniformity with regard to the standards that are
applied. This degree of pressure that is exerted on this
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Island is without parallel in any of these other situations.
The international system would be worthy of respect, if
there is objectivity with regard to these standards that are
formulated and applied. But, if there is a high degree of
selectivity and subjectivism, then, it is a political agenda
and not a moral and ethical agenda, as was vigorously
contented for by the Hon. Lakshman Kiriella. So, that is
the gravamen of my reply to my distinguished Friend on
that particular score.

The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella also referred to the Petrie
Report. The Petrie Report, I would like to tell him -

o6 cHEOsT BEHECE @wmo
(oressrLLll@ svFagLo6sT FiflsTsv6)
(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)

I did not refer to that.

oG (08n8s) 8. G, B5ed ®wmo

(wrewryl@ (Currdfwir) of.erev. LFiflsiv)

(The Hon. (Prof.) G.L. Peiris)

I am sorry, you did not refer to that. That was the Hon.
Sampanthan. I will come to that.

So, on the question of ethical and moral criteria, that is
the essence of my reply to you.

The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella asked a very legitimate
question. He said the Lessons Learnt and Reconciliation
Commission is a Sri Lankan creature brought into being
by His Excellency the President and asked why we are
not implementing all its recommendations. I would like to
tell the Hon. Member that that again is a total
misconception. The political responsibility is not with the
members of the Lessons Learnt and Reconciliation
Commission but with the appointing authority. The LLRC
consists of men of great integrity and distinction. It is
their allotted task to look at the evidence, to make an
indepth analysis of it and to give of the benefit of their
wisdom and expertise to the appointing authority, namely,
His Excellency the President. But, the decision as to the
recommendations that are going to be acted upon is a
political decision. It is not a decision that can possibly be
made by the Members of the Commission. They are not
elected; they are not responsible to the people of this
country and they have no moral or legal capability to
make final decisions in that regard. Consequently, Sir, it
is not necessary for the Government to make any apology
or to be evasive in any manner, whatsoever, in stating
with total clarity the position that the ultimate
responsibility for determining what recommendations are
going to be implemented rests, solely and squarely, with
the Government of this country. Of course, we are
adopting and applying the vast majority of those
recommendations. But, to say that one hundred per cent
of it must be done, it is axiomatic, it must necessarily
happen, is to subscribe to a total misconception with
regard to the nature of commissions and responsibility
with regard to the implementation of their
recommendations.

The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella was very sarcastic about
our policy with regard to Africa. I make no apology for
that. I would like to tell my Friend that there are 17
countries in West Africa, many of which are developing
rapidly. The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella may not be aware
that Sri Lanka is not represented in any one of those
countries. That is a total lacuna. Now, the Hon. Ruwan
Wijayawardhana thinks that when we do anything about
this situation, we are sinking colossal sums. This is not
the case. I would like to tell him that - a young Member
of Parliament with promise, and I think it is necessary to
respond accurately to what he had to say - what we are
proposing to do with regard to West Africa is, to start by
establishing a resident Mission in Abuja, Nigeria. Now,
the Nigerian High Commissioner, Hon. Wijayawardhana,
is already in Colombo. He has met me. He has come here
before we have sent our High Commissioner to Abuja.
Now, what we want to do is to use Nigeria as a base to
establish and consolidate our relationships with the whole
of West Africa. Then, we already have a Mission in
Pretoria, South Africa where Shehan Ratnavale is our
High Commissioner. We are using that to ramify our
relations in the rest of Southern Africa. As far as East
Africa is concerned, we will use Nairobi, Kenya as our
base. Just as with regard to the northern part of the
African Continent, we will use our Mission in Cairo,
Egypt. So, it is not wasteful expenditure, it is not
duplication of institutions unnecessarily but it is an effort
to make the optimal use of limited resources which we
invest in a timely and productive endeavour which is
going to confer very substantial benefits on this country.
It is not only Africa. As the Hon. Rauff Hakeem pointed
out, we are establishing relations with 19 countries in
Africa. We did not have relations with these countries.
Then, we are establishing relations with 13 countries in
Latin America and we are strengthening our relations
with the Arab world. We have an excellent relationship
with the Arab world.

There was a very famous Foreign Minister of a certain
country who said that his Government does not have
friends, it has only interests. = President Mahinda
Rajapaksa does not subscribe to that cynical conception
of foreign relations. We value our friends and we stand
by them through thick and thin. It is a matter of immense
and profound pride to us that when we had to face some
of the trials and tribulations that confronted us in March,
the Arab world stood solidly with us.

Then, what about the CIS countries? His Excellency
President Rajapaksa returned last week from a visit to
Kazakhstan, which in terms of oil resources is only
second to the Russian Federation in that part of the world.
Their per capita income is US Dollars 12,500. They are
high spenders and they are looking for exotic destinations
to travel to. So, this is a whole new world that is opening
up. To say that we must shut ourselves from all these
countries is to delude ourselves. That is an attitude that
smacks of snobbery. Snobbery is not the cornerstone of
Sri Lanka’s foreign relations.
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I also want to say a word largely in response to the
Hon. Lakshman Kiriella with regard to the foundations of
Sri Lanka’s foreign policy at this time. I entirely agree
with the Hon. Ravi Karunanayake, that is one of the few
statements he made with which I am able to agree, that
foreign policy is an extension of domestic policy. That is
certainly the case. There is no bifurcation or dichotomy
between the two.

When the war was being fought, our foreign policy
had one principal objective: to enable this country to rid
itself of the scourge of terror. The armed forces were the
principal contributors but foreign policy also played its
part. There were occasions in the recent history of Sri
Lanka when the war was about to be won, victory was
snatched from us by the intervention of foreign forces.
That happened. That is a matter of contemporary history.
But, thanks to the skill and the finesse that was displayed
in that regard by President Mahinda Rajapaksa. He was
able to handle those situations in such a way as to
reassure the relevant powers and to prevent their
intervention in the manner in which they had intervened
in the past to make a decisive change with regard to the
fortunes of the war at a critical moment. So, that was how
foreign policy of Sri Lanka was structured at that time.
Now, we are in a different situation: the transition from a
society in conflict to a society enjoying the fruits of
stability and prosperity. Consequently, the imperatives of
our foreign policy have to be fundamentally transformed.

I would like to ask the Hon. Lakshman Kiriella, - I
understand that he is the principal spokesman of the
United National Party on foreign policy - if you were
making this decision, what would you regard as the pivot
of Sri Lanka’s foreign policy right now? What is the
principle purpose which must be subserved by this
Island’s foreign policy? 1 would say, undoubtedly,
without any question whatsoever, it is economic
diplomacy. Here is a country emerging from the shadow
of an excruciatingly painful and sustained conflict. It is
standing on its own feet. Foreign ambassadors including
ambassadors from western countries have told me that
wherever they go in the country, they see for themselves
the mood of emancipation and confidence on the part of
the people of this Island. Foreign policy then must feed
into that and administer an impetus, a fillip to economic
and social development. Because of all the problems that
we had during the last two hours, I am not able to give
you the details which I would like to give you. But, from
a wide range of countries such as Japan, the Republic of
Korea, the People’s Republic of China, India, Kuwait,
Qatar, the Islamic Republic of Iran, Saudi Arabia, - as my
distinguished Friend, the Hon. (Dr.) Sarath Amunugama
would readily confirm - there are vast resources flowing
into this country to support ambitious programmes
connected with irrigation, housing, most of all highways
and railroad systems, the power and energy sector. All of
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this is coming alive. It is being nourished by resources
that are coming to us from large swaths of the globe. This
does not happen fortuitously or coincidentally. It is
happening because of a foreign policy that is appropriate
to the needs of the time. The needs of today are quite
different from the needs as they existed during the
conflict. So, in the transformed situation, we have had to
revamp our foreign policy in order to make the country
the worthy recipient of these substantial material
resources which we are today benefiting from.

The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella wanted me to reply
instantly because he thought that I would run away from
his question. I have no intention of doing it. Although it
is not directly relevant to our foreign policy, since he
asked me the question, I will reply very briefly to that. He
asked me a question on a Constitutional issue which has
already been dealt with quite extensively by the
distinguished Speaker, the Hon. Chamal Rajapaksa as
well as his predecessor, the Hon. Anura Bandaranaike.
But, my specific answer to his question is this: Whether
this House accepts a ruling of the Supreme Court depends
on a variety of considerations. In the particular context
that he envisaged, I think the governing provision is
contained in Article 4(c) of the Constitution, which
basically states that judicial power is exercised by
Parliament through courts and tribunals established by
law in the generality of matters. That is a rule. But, there
is an exception and the exception is set out in this way. I
quote:

“...except in regard to matters relating to the privileges,
immunities and powers of Parliament and of its Members, wherein
the judicial power of the People may be exercised directly by
Parliament according to law.”

You have a legal background yourself. I would like
you to consider particularly the phrase “Powers of
Parliament”. Where that is concerned, judicial power is
exercised directly by this august Assembly, not obliquely
or tortuously or indirectly, through the courts; it is
exercised directly by this Parliament and if any ruling by
the court detracts from that or is inconsistent with that,
then, in my respectful submission, that ruling is not
binding on Parliament. As you said, the Constitutional
instrument is supreme. Here is the Constitution and that is
what the Constitution says. So, if any ruling by the court
purports to derogate from the powers of Parliament as
they are enshrined in Article 4 (¢) and in respect of which
direct exercise of judicial power is given to this body and
to no other, then we are bound to uphold the letter and the
spirit of the Constitution of this Republic. That is my
respectful answer to him. - [Interruption.] Please, 1
cannot get into a debate because I have to answer other
questions also which relate to foreign policy.

I am genuinely sorry about the speech that was made
by my Friend, the Hon. R. Sampanthan, one of the
longest serving Members of this House, for whom I have
great respect. And, it is a matter for deep regret that he
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is not even present here to listen to what I have to say in
answer to him. The Hon. R. Sampanthan found fault with
my Ministry for criticizing the "Petrie Report". What else
would any self-respecting nation do? That, I say, is a
dishonest piece of work and I say that without fear or
contradiction. It is a dishonest piece of work. It is not just
mistaken but it is dishonest.

First of all, it was leaked and that is not the way we
expect the United Nations system to work. We may be
small; we may not be a very wealthy nation but we are
also Members of the United Nations. We have been
Members since 1952. We expect dignity and equality of
treatment. That was a very shoddy behaviour on the part
of the authors of that report. They leaked it, and then
they commented on their own leak. What did they do
next? They redacted - that is the word used, “redacted”.
That is, they blacked out portions of the report. That is, a
report was prepared and then they decided to expunge
from the report, any paragraph which could entail any
conceivable benefit to this country as a result of
interpretation or construction. They blacked it out. So,
you have the report, you have the redacted portions and
you have the mould, the expurgated version, which was
arrived at in consequence of a thoroughly dishonest
process and I do not mince my words about that. Then,
what is said in that Report? The Hon. R. Sampanthan
quoted figures about food and medicine sent to the North.
That is contradicted by Neil Buhne, who is a Canadian
and he was in charge of the United Nations operation in
this country at this time. So, contemporaneous reports
prepared, not by the Government of Sri Lanka but by the
highest officials of the UN system in this country are in
flat contradiction to what Petrie has to say. The Hon. R.
Sampanthan expects me not to contradict that report and
not to criticize that. Certainly, I have no intention of
complying with his wishes in the matter.

Then, this is very sad. The Hon. R. Sampanthan said
this. I was so appalled that I actually took it down. He is
not talking about me personally or even the Government.
He is talking of this nation. This is what he said. I quote:

“You will sink more and more into the mire”.

Now, any kind of fiendish delight in that calamity to
befall this island nation is something to be deeply
regretted; to be sad about; not to gloat over; not to be
jubilant upon. But, as long as we are responsible for the
affairs of this nation, we will do everything on our part to
prevent that calamity from manifesting itself. I would like
to tell the Hon. Sampanthan, for whom I have a genuine
respect, that this is really the wrong way to set about
things.

I read a statement three days ago in the media made by
an Hon. Member of Parliament of the Tamil National
Alliance calling upon countries that are assisting Sri
Lanka to suspend aid. "Stop aid", so says the Member of
the Tamil National Alliance.
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Last year, just before the Human Rights Council
Meeting that was held in March this year, there was a
delegation of the Tamil National Alliance that visited
Washington. They had some meetings with the
Department of State and one of the Members of the TNA
on his return to Sri Lanka made a statement to the media.
Believe it or not, it really happened. He said that the
resolution that was moved against Sri Lanka was
instigated by the TNA delegation. They spoke to the State
Department and they persuaded the State Department to
come up with that resolution against Sri Lanka.

Now, we have reports in the press that the Tamil
National Alliance is proposing to visit Washington once
more, and no doubt to work towards some further
mischief when the Human Rights Council convenes in
March this year. Now, [ would like to ask, is this the way
to sort out a problem? If the people of this country
believe on reasonable grounds that if aid is stopped,
resolutions are passed and problems arise with regard to
trade and other relationships, all of this is manipulated,
engineered and initiated by the Tamil National Alliance,
does that help to bring about, to engender, an atmosphere
which is conducive to resolving a problem, which this
country to its great detriment, has had to live with for a
very long time? So, who is obstructing a solution? I
mean, you have to create circumstances that are
conducive to forward movement with regard to so
volatile a matter. Is the TNA really doing it or is it doing
the exact opposite of that? It is a great pity that the Hon.
R. Sampanthan, having delivered himself of all these
condemnations and denunciations, does not even think it
worthwhile to turn up here in the evening, as the Hon.
Lakshman Kiriella has done, to listen to what the
Government has to say in reply to his arguments.

I am conscious, Sir, of constraints with regard to time.
Then, the Hon. Sajith Premadasa also raised some
questions. The Hon. Sajith Premadasa is not somebody I
would like to criticize, as an older person and as a person
who has taught many people, I would like to say this. I do
not think quotations in a speech are the main thing - to
quote Adam Smith, Abraham Lincoln and so on. A man
must construct his own speeches. You use quotations
only to buttress what you say. I mean, quotations can be
got from a thesaurus and they are available in Penguins
and Pelicans. So, I do not think that that is the hallmark
of a great speech. The late H.B. Perera, Queen’s Counsel,
who sat on the Rhodes Scholarship Board when 1 was
selected as a Rhodes Scholar of this country said, “You
can find authority for any proposition in some part of the
world. The authority is not what matters". He always told
his juniors, “Argue from first principles, be clear and
logical and then you will find that these principles can be
supported by authority”. So, I would like to say that - not
in order to humiliate him, but simply as a word of advice
- that that is not the best approach to the construction of
speeches. He asked me and the Government to think out
of the box. I would return the compliment and say that
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he, in organizing his thinking on these matters, must act
in a spirit of fidelity to his own advice.

Then, he stressed the principle of non-interference by
countries in the internal activities of others. I do not think
the Hon. Sajith Premadasa is aware of the history of the
Human Rights Council. The Human Rights Council came
into being because its predecessor, the Human Rights
Commission, was thought to be profoundly
unsatisfactory. The world community thought that the
Human Rights Commission had been unduly politicized.
The Human Rights Council is there to uphold and to
maintain uniform standards against rich and poor, against
big and small across the world, without distinction and
without discrimination. That is the only respect, the only
manner in which the international law can command the
respect of humanity because international law, unlike
domestic law or what is called municipal law, is not
backed up by force. There are no prisons. There are no
police officers. The only thing that it can rely on, the
ultima ratio is moral persuasion. So, the world
community felt that the Human Rights Commission had
become unduly politicized. It all depends on who you
were, how powerful you were and their whole attitude
depended on their assessment of your clout, your
influence. Therefore, the General Assembly of the United
Nations took action to do away with the Human Rights
Commission and to substitute for it the Human Rights
Council, which is today the functioning instrument.

It is however a matter of empirical experience and a
matter for deep regret, that the Human Rights Council has
become even more politicized than its predecessor, the
Human Rights Commission. Today, it is a matter of
politics; it is a matter of countries getting together,
groupings of countries, it is a question of who leads
them, who has a clout to phone countries and say you
vote in this particular way. You have a situation where 27
countries of the European Union vote in one way.
Although privately they tell us that they do not agree but
there is precious little they can do about it. Now, that is
the reality of the situation. Of course, we have to work
within the framework of that system, but, we have an
obligation together with other countries, to try to do
something constructive to reform that system. That is
why, contrary to all the cynicism which was manifested
in such liberal measure by speakers from the Opposition,
Africa is important; Latin America is important; the CIS
countries are important and the Gulf countries are
important, because those are our natural allies in bringing
about changes in the international order, which will serve
in the long run, the cause of humanity.

The Hon. Wijeyadasa Rajapakshe, in the course of his
contribution, made a reference to sanctions. On behalf of
the Government, I would associate myself unreservedly
with that point of view. The whole problem about
sanctions, - he spoke of sanctions, Sir - is that they can
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never be accurately targeted. You aim at “X” and you hit
A, B and C. Now, when sanctions are imposed on Iran,
the economies of so many other countries are affected
adversely. That is not an intended consequence but it has
a foreseeable consequence. When sanctions are imposed
against a country, it is usually the most vulnerable, the
poorest that are affected both within that country and in
other countries that have commercial relationships with
the country against which sanctions are imposed. For
those reasons, Sir, the Government fully agrees with the
observations on that matter by the Hon. Wijeyadasa
Rajapakshe, President’s Counsel.

The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake spoke of India and
presented this as a major disaster; that everything has
gone wrong with India and that India, which was our
friend, on ally and our supporter, has suddenly turned
against us. I would like to remind him of his own
observation, which I think is a correct observation, that
domestic policy is the root of foreign policy. Foreign
policy, in every substantial fairness, is an extension of
domestic policy. We all know that the internal dynamics
of the Indian situation dictated a certain course of action.
Here is a question of timing: what was happing at that
time, what was the Legislation, the Budget, relationships
within India - the Centre and other States - those are the
dynamics which dictated a certain course of action.
Politicians, Hon. Ravi Karunanayake, understand other
politicians. Now, one swallow does not make a summer.
How many times has India supported us? In the United
Nations and in other multilateral fora, they have tended
consistently to support us. This is the exception and not
the rule. We understand the reasons why they acted on
this solitary occasion as they did. But, it is a rich and full
and a meaningful relationship. The largest number of
tourists coming to this country come from India. Indian
investment into this Island is very substantial. Trade with
India has improved by 700 per cent since the Free Trade
Agreement was entered into with India in 1998 and came
into force in the year 2000. The newly elected Minister of
External Affairs of India, His Excellency Salman
Khurshid, who was kind enough to meet me within days
of his appointment, in the midst of a particularly heavy
schedule, assured me that from his own country’s point of
view, the relationship with Sri Lanka is very crucial and
that assurance was repeated in exactly the same emphatic
terms by His Excellency Anand Sharma, India’s Minister
of Industry, Commerce and Trade. We have an excellent
relationship with India. How many Indian Ministers came
to this country in a matter of six months? It was
unprecedented. We had Kumari Selja; we had Anand
Sharma and we had Jairam Ramesh. They all came here
not because they did not have other things to do but
because of the value, the inherent and the intrinsic value
they attached to their bilateral relationships with Sri
Lanka.

In the words there were many very just compliments
that were paid to my distinguished predecessor, the late
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Hon. Lakshman Kadiragamar. In the picturesque ways of
the Hon. Lakshman Kadiragamar, the relationship
between these two countries goes so back in time that it is
lost in the mists of time. That was the colourful phrase
that was used by the Hon. Lakshman Kadiragamar to
portray the depth and the quality of the relationship
between India and Sri Lanka.

The Hon. Vijitha Herath spoke of the need for a
particular identity and focus in the development of a
country’s foreign policy. I agree entirely with that point of
view. That is why, Sir, after His Excellency the President
brought the Lakshman Kadirgamar Institute of
International Relations and Strategic Studies under the
purview of my Ministry, I have invested a great deal of
effort to develop the Lakshman Kadirgamar Institute of
International Relations and Strategic Studies as a think
tank which will serve the Ministry of External Affairs,
presenting policy papers, options; that is material that we
need very much to formulate and to apply a foreign policy
that is suited to the needs of our time and a foreign policy
that will serve the public of Sri Lanka.

The Hon. Rauff Hakeem and many other speakers
referred to the very happy development in the United
Nations with regard to Palestine. I want to say, Sir, every
year that President Rajapaksa attended the UN General
Assembly sessions in New York, without exception, he
put in a paragraph in his speech about Palestine. And, he
said that Sri Lanka fully supports the United Nations
Resolution which goes back to 1948 advocating the two-
State solution and the sanctity of the borders of the two
States; the State of Palestine and the State of Israel. When
I represented the President in New York this year, he told
me specifically, "When you speak at the United Nations
General Assembly, please remember to mention this point
with all the emphasis that is possible". I did that and that
was greatly appreciated by the President Mahmoud Abbas
of Palestine. Then, Sir, I am about to conclude, I will not
trespass on your time much longer.

I want to tell the Hon. Harin Fernando that it is not
really in the best taste to make criticisms of public
officers who do not have the right of reply here. If you
criticize me, I have the right to reply. But, if you criticize
Sri Lanka’s Ambassadors or High Commissioners abroad,
they do not have the right to reply to you. So, it is not
going to be my policy to comment on individuals. They
are running a service, a professional service, and as their
Minister, they have the right to expect my support in
situations where they are unjustly criticized.

It was said that there is a great deal of waste; that is
not the case. In fact, after discussions with His
Excellency the President, I am about to submit, Sir, a
Cabinet Paper which draws attention to the parlous state
of the vehicles that are used by many of Sri Lanka’s
envoys abroad. Some vehicles, Sir, are 13 years old. The
Ambassador’s vehicle in Brazil is 13 years old. In almost
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all countries or in the vast majority of countries, it is
more than seven years old. So, it is wrong to say that
these people are having a whale of a time, unlimited
money for entertainment, for housing; that is not the case
at all.

The Hon. Ruwan Wijayawardhana asked about the
situation regarding premises in Washington. I would like
to tell the Hon. Ruwan Wijayawardhana that these are
premises that were purchased way back in 1948, when
the late Sir Claude Corea was our Permanent
Representative in New York. In fact, my father served in
that Mission for some time. This was way back in 1948.
Now, there are 24 employees of that Mission. Those
premises are simply not adequate. So, we have now
come up with the policy of purchasing premises - if the
Treasury has funds - one a year, in discussion with the
Hon. (Dr.) Sarath Amunugama, the Secretary to the
Treasury and others because it is certainly a wise policy
in the long-run instead of paying rent, as the rents are
exorbitant. It is an investment. We cannot do it all at
once. We do not have the resources but one at a time.
Now, in Washington there was a considerable reduction
in property prices. So, we made use of that. Some years
ago we bought property in Pretoria in South Africa again
making use of fluctuating market conditions. So, that is
not an irresponsible act, it is not an extravagant act; it is
an act that is intended to save money for this country and
to serve its interest. So, those are the main points that I
wanted to make, Sir.

It only remains for me to express my warm
appreciation to all those who have made the work of my
Ministry, both pleasant and productive. These are not
things that any one person can do, whatever his
commitment and whatever his ability. This is necessarily
team work, Sir. It is team work which requires a team
spirit. I know, myself, that sometimes officials of the
Ministry are there at 7 o’clock, at 8 o’clock in the
evening. If something needs to be done, they will be
there. This is because of the time differences. When we
are sleeping they are getting up on the other side of the
Atlantic, on the West Coast. So, because of that, people
do not stick to rigid time lines and I never had to force
them to do it. They have done it spontaneously and with
great goodwill. The Consular Affairs Section gets up at 6
o’clock in the morning.

We work very closely with my Friend, the Hon. Dilan
Perera because there has to be a symbiotic relationship
between these two Ministries. One of Sri Lanka’s great
strengths is our human resources. I would like to tell you
Sir, that today, US Dollars 7 billion, that is, US Dollars
7,000 million, comes into the Sri Lankan Exchequer from
Sri Lankans working abroad. It is one of the largest
sources of revenue for Sri Lanka, hardly second to the
money that is generated by the export of apparel
products. It is a matter of great satisfaction that we have
been able to serve these people - mainly the Hon. Dilan
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Perera but with our support - and in situations where these
people get into difficulties, sometimes very painful
situations, we have been able to recover US Dollars 184
million last year to help them as a result of direct
intervention.

Then, there was also some comment about
professionalism. I do not know whether the people who
made those criticisms are aware that last year, no fewer
than 16 officers of the Ministry were sent for Masters'
programmes. Skills development, you have to learn on the
job. Nobody comes to a job fully prepared or fully
equipped. We have done that. We took a new batch into
the Ministry last year and we held an examination this
year to take a further batch.

So, I would like Sir, as I conclude these remarks to
pay my warm tribute to the officials of the Ministry
headed by the Secretary, Karunatilaka Amunugama; I will
not mention other individuals because it would be
invidious but they have the warm appreciation of their
Minister in carrying forward the foreign policy of this
country at a particularly challenging and critical juncture
in the country’s history. I also wish to thank very
sincerely, Members on both sides of the House who made
very constructive contributions to this Discussion.

I thank you Sir.
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Question, "That the sum of Rs. 135,100,000, for Head 112,
Programme 01, Recurrent Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.

Head 112, Programme 01, Recurrent Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.
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Programme 01. - Operational Activities - Capital Expenditure,
Rs. 6,300,000

Question, "That the sum of Rs. 6,300,000, for Head 112,
Programme 01, Capital Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.

Head 112, Programme 01, Capital Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

Programme 02. - Development Activities - Recurrent Expenditure,
Rs. 7,064,900,000

Question, "That the sum of Rs. 7,064,900,000, for Head 112,
Programme 02, Recurrent Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.

Head 112, Programme 02, Recurrent Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

Programme 02. - Development Activities - Capital Expenditure,
Rs. 848,700,000

Question, "That the sum of Rs. 848,700,000 for Head 112,
Programme 02, Capital Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.

Head 112, Programme 02, Capital Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.
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At 7.10 p.m., the Chairman left the Chair to report the Progress.

Committee report Progress; to sit again on Monday 03rd
December, 2012.
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(Mr. Speaker)
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(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)

OO DNNIWROB, ©¥d WE BB ¢DFHedE 0O
ewddsnd @80u mosim PO BEICO @ IN®O
B0 Dmn. Ped wcews 8BSn s af »C
Bedm Rw | will quickly move the following

Adjournment Motion:

“One of the most important functions in running country’s economy
is that you should be able to have your public debt manageable,
affordable and repayable. The reason to take loans is to ensure the
Government ambitiously embark upon capital intensive projects which
are for the well-being of the people. However, if the borrowings are
consumption-oriented and for corrupt projects then the country can head
in for a debt crisis.

Budget deficits are also contributory factors to increase in public
debt but fiscal policy should keep in mind good governance, poverty
reduction and pro-development. Budget deficit to GDP is a very
important tool of country that helps to measure overall public debt, the
Government must have consistent policy of total public debt and should
be reflected against GDP. However, we now see through letters
exchanged with International Monetary Fund (IMF) on the 5" July,
2012 the budget deficit being given a new twist, the budget deficit of
the Central Government and consolidated Government balance.

Therefore, will the Prime Minister explain:

1. As to why the Government is misleading the country and
international community by showing the budget deficit of 6.8
per cent in 2011, when actually in fact, it is 8.6 per cent.

2. What is the actual total public debt (foreign and local debt) as
at today?

3. What is the additional impact on to public debt owing to rupee
devaluation in year 2012 only?

4. What is the real foreign reserve as at today excluding debt
repayable (short and long)?

5. What is the revenue stream available to make payments for
capital amortization for the next three years? The Government
policy of paying loans has been by taking new loans. Is this the
basis or is it through generation of new revenue?”

Sir, the necessity to bring in this Adjournment Motion
was because the country’s economy is certainly in dire
straits. That is not a reflective statement just because we
are in the Opposition - that is the general impression
created - but it manifests even in the Ministry of Finance
and Planning itself. I may be subject to correction, Hon.
Deputy Minister, but even the salaries of the officials of
the Ministry of Finance and Planning had not been paid
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on the given date. The Directors in the Ministry of
Finance and Planning have still not been paid their
salaries up to this particular moment. I would like that to
be corrected if it is not correct. Therefore, it is in order to
show the gravity of this situation, that this Adjournment
Motion was brought in.

Sir, we are a developing country. We are trying to
show the world how developed we are by using statistics.
Our per capita is well beyond the actual, practical,
achievable levels.

DDIBNBDRS)

( FUTBTWST Sj6uTdHerT)

(Mr. Speaker)

Order, please! Mr. Deputy Chairman of Committees
will now take the Chair.
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Whereupon MR. SPEAKER left the Chair, and MR.
DEPUTY CHAIRMAN OF COMMITTEES took the Chair.

®F; 08 T €BNWBD DHmo
(wresTyll@ rall &HeTTBTidds)
(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)

As of today, there is a very high degree of public debt.
The public debt, which was at Rs. 1,784 billion on the 1
of January, 2005, is, as of today, 30™ November, 2012 - it
may be subject to correction - at Rs. 6,950 billion, to our
knowledge. That is a giddy amount. Has there been
reciprocal benefits to the country? These are the questions
that we want to ask.

In the same process, while the budget deficit creates
certain economic development, there is a necessity to
finance that. The Budget deficit needs to be financed
through new revenues and debt. If debt is used for public
consumption, it is dangerous. But, if it is used for capital
intensive projects or Capital Expenditure, which will give
revenue for tomorrow, then it is in safe mode. But, is it
happening today? There is duplication of Capital
Expenditure. Sir, I will leave that aside.

Then, I would like to ask one very salient question.
Institutions that are under the Central Government have
been classified by a letter written by your predecessor, the
Hon. Gitanjana Gunawardena and Dr. Ajith Nivard
Cabraal on the 5™ of July, 2012. It reclassifies the real
public debt of the country. They basically classified
consolidated debt and the Central Government debt. What
does that mean? Are we a federal country? We are a
unitary country where the Central Government bears the
responsibility of all acts that go down. Sir, I, at this
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particular moment, once again seek your approval to
table* page 17 of that letter written on the 5" of July,
2012. I do not read it out because of the time factor.

The IMF accepted a letter sent by you where the
budget deficit was shown, not as 8.6 per cent but as 6.8
per cent of GDP. This figure was read out even by the
Minister of Finance and Planning, His Excellency the
President, in this House. Is that not a distortion? The
total public debt comes under the Central Government,
irrespective of whether those institutions come under it or
not. We are not a federal Government. So, we ask you,
Hon. Deputy Minister, to inform this House as to why
this reclassification has taken place. Is it just to dupe the
investors? Is it to dupe the lenders? When the real budget
deficit in 2011 was 8.6 per cent of GDP, why was it
mentioned as 6.8 per cent of GDP? These are questions
that we beg to ask.

On the same basis, today there are a lot of contingent
liabilities that are coming up. The hedging deal is one
such thing, where we have to pay US Dollars 77 million
to the Deutsche Bank. There is another US Dollars 162
million owed tothe Standard Chartered Bank, which is
being negotiated. We were lucky that we managed to
bail ourselves out on the Citibank issue but it has been
appealed, I am informed. All these tantamount to the high
public debt.

In the meantime, in 2010, the IMF wanted to look into
two public institutions: the CEB and the Petroleum
Corporation. When they gave the loan in June, 2009, they
very specifically wanted these two institutions to show no
losses from athe year 2010. But, it did not happen. Once
again, Sir, [ would like to get your approval to table* this
letter dated 19" June, 2010.

I quote from page No. 3 of the letter.

“Beyond 2010, we remain committed to further fiscal consolidation
in terms of the broad framework stipulated in the Fiscal
Management Responsibility Act (FMRA) to reduce the budget
deficit. We have thus set a fiscal deficit target of 6.8 per cent for
2011....."

That is, under the Central Government. I am not referring
to the consolidated debt.

"....and 5 per cent for 2012,.....”

None of these targets have been achieved. Once again,
the IMF has accepted the importance of the consolidated
debt. That is what they are looking at and that is why they
have said that institutions such as the CEB, which is
running today at a loss of Rs. 105 billion, the Petroleum
Corporation, which is running at a loss of Rs. 86 billion

* getmaced mah go.
* BIeflensVIISSIsD emeuddsLiiit’ (Blerend).
* Placed in the Library.
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and the SriLankan Airlines, which is having a lavish
operation of their own, losing Rs. 19 billion, have to be
brought into this budget deficit. If that is the case, the
budget deficit in the year 2012 would not be in the range
of 7 per cent, but roughly in the range of 8.2 per cent of
GDP.

So, I would like the Deputy Minister of Finance and
Planning, with his experience, to guide this House to the
actual public debt that is prevalent. The impact of the
devaluation or the reduction of the value of the rupee that
took place in 2012 - from 10™ February, 2012, it slid
from Rs. 113 to Rs. 134 - had an increase of Rs. 85
billion in public debt. These are matters of a macro nature
that needs to be looked at. Answer as to how such public
debt could be borne by the country. The public debt per
capita has increased from Rs. 102,000 in 2005 to Rs.
343,000 today. Is this something sustainable? So, these
are matters that we would like to hear about from you,
considering the fact that the savings in this country are
reducing by the day.

Let me once again table* a document which gives the
savings of a number of countries compared to the GDP,
taken from the ADB Key Indicators for Asia and the
Pacific (2012).

In China, it is 52.3 per cent, in India, 32.3 per cent, in
Malaysia, 39.5 per cent, in Indonesia, 36.4 per cent and in
Vietnam, 28.3 per cent while in little Sri Lanka, our
motherland, it is 15.4 per cent, at this particular moment.

I guess the country is taking on certain things that are
of a duplicative nature like the Hambantota Port, which
has operated only 20 ships in 25 months and which is a
complete constraint on the Colombo Harbour, which has
lost out Rs. 7 billion owing to the fact that they have got
to pay the interest and the capital on behalf of the
Hambantota Port.

Sir, how many minutes more have I got?

Boewles mdm swinBn®r

( sussefer Urgdls sallerari ojsurssir)
(Mr. Deputy Chairman of Committees)
Only a minute.

®35; 08 WS emaznwGz Dvm

(wressTyll@ ral &HesTTHTIWSS)

(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)

So, T will allow the Motion to be seconded by the
Hon. R. Yogarajan.

Finally, I would greatly appreciate it if these matters
are looked into. The officers of the Ministry of Finance
and Planning are yet to be paid their salaries. Get that

* gefpmoced m&s .
* mreofleeViigBlel sweUsbBLILIL. (BEITENS.
* Placed in the Library.

clarified because the Directors called me and said “We, in
the Ministry of Finance and Planning, are yet to be paid
our salaries.” The junior officers were paid their salaries
only two days ago.

Sir, I wind up leaving my Motion to be seconded by
the Hon. R. Yogarajan.

@G 8. ewel®cesss Swmo
(orenTiyflg o Guirsrmegesir)
(The Hon. R. Yogarajan)

Sir, I second the Motion.

@0 (2D8w) 80 efeand® Bum (Lmusind §es
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Sarath Amunugama - Minister of

International Monetary Co-operation and Deputy Minister

of Finance Planning)
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®35 08 WS €2BNWBD Dwmo

(wressryLll@ Tl &wewTTBTWSS)

(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)

The reason why I talked about it is that the IMF
zeroed in on the CPC, the CEB -

@0 (90186) 80 48 ewo® Swvm
(oressTyll@ HOTHIH Frd | Lpenisio)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Sarath Amunugama)

So, let me refer to that; I will come to that.

Public sector Bwz ©20 public corporations Beaz .
@0 Bewdes 0D ©sBAn®B, ©0; 08 OB
®538n®) ¢153 public corporationsdBEzsY e @ BOO.
Bedvewsi® CPC ww CEB o B0 & ecowd somdw



2015 s08Ee®xnd 2016

[061 (20808 w) 830 88 eqr® @wnn]

Oy ®E® 68w 8Bwxm 113,8008. »¥s E» o
g0 Oddes Busimy . g8 O Sowd En gnes
oI . Jm public sector deon Bedsm somdeH
edsimy yodEl. ®»E public sector e womded? &8
ACTD VoY @® af) ®f) ®> i exedd. Public sector
OO Jded DBowm weedd @Y Gunm Beamd.
CoNden DRewWsy OFemE Com D@D, CVLL VWD,
OWs® WD, & »® e ghlSner Bedmo.
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®3G 08 WS €mazNwD Ovm

(wrepTyl@ rall &HeTTBTidhds)

(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)

Hon. Minister, there is no segregation between
consolidated debt and -

®G (808 w) 50 8 RO® Owmo
(oreirifl SOTHIS 575 SWpausLo)
(The Hon. (Dr.) Sarath Amunugama)

So, let me explain.

¢15¥ Sod CEB, CPC 8506 00008, 0d» gwensysy
Beadmrydn., Begmyw Daewsy 0f G Imd, Beymn
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OB B8ITBD B FONE Bedmd. & Beo IO
00 Bariey Ry, ©EEOE guw Yo oFImed O
BEDO»& Bedstery Baerd. ¢, Government expenditure
and Government revenue.
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®3G 08 W €mazN0wD Dwvm

(reryll@ rall &@menTTBTids)

(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)

What about the other one, the debt balance?

@0 (9018w) 80 ¢ wn® Bvm
(wressTyll@ HOTHIS Frd OjLpsnsL)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Sarath Amunugama)

[ am sorry. gemyed 0o © Bwsim @vn.

®G 68 W emazNwD Bvm

(reeryll@ rall & e ThTids:)
(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)
You table that document.

006 (2018w) 680 88 wO® Suvmo

(wrebrflg sTHS FTS SepeisHiv)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Sarath Amunugama)

All the details are there in the document and I table*
it.
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And it being past 6.30 p.m., MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN OF
COMMITTEES adjourned Parliament without Question put.

Adjourned accordingly at 7.25 p.m until 9.30 a.m. on Monday, 03rd
December, 2012, pursuant to the Resolution of Parliament of 15th
November, 2012.

* gatmmoced m& g,
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