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The Parliament met at 1.30 p.m., MR. DEPUTY SPEAKER [THE
HON. CHANDIMA WEERAKKODY] in the Chair.
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(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena - Minister of Water Supply

and Drainage and Chief Government Whip)
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Petitions ordered to be referred to the Committee on Public
Petitions.
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asked the Minister of Education:
(@  Will he inform this House -

(i) whether there is an arrangement to shift the
Matara Deiyandara Primary School
administered by the Mulatiyana Zonal
Education Office in the Matara District to
some other area;

(i) if so, the place where the school will be
relocated;

(iii) whether plans have been made for that
purpose;

(iv) whether necessary allocations have been
made; and

(v) if so, of the date on which the construction
activities of the new school will
commence?

(b)  Ifnot, why?
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(20) @erGmev, eyer?

asked the Minister of Lands and Land Development:
(@ Isheaware that -

(i) the Land Titling Division of the Ministry of
Lands and Land Development has
discovered many inadequacies in the
present Registration of Title Act; and

(if)  the Bar Association of Sri Lanka has also
made recommendations to amend the
aforesaid Act?

(b) Will he state separately, the identified
inadequacies and the proposed amendments in
relation to the Registration of Title Act as per (a)
(i) and (ii) above?

(¢)  Will he inform this House of the actions being
taken to make those amendments by Parliament?

(d)  Will he admit that -

(i) inspite of many inadequacies, the Ministry
of Lands and Land Development is
vigorously implementing the Registration
of Title Act, No. 21 of 1998; and

(if) the relevant Ministry is endeavouring to
incorporate 105 new Sections to the
aforesaid Act without changing the
identified inadequacies?

(e)  If not, why?
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(@) @srCmed, ersir?

asked the Minister of Social Services:
(@  Will he state -

(i) approximately, the number of families with
differently-abled and elderly persons in Sri
Lanka without any income;

(if)  whether a sum of Rs. 3000 is granted as per
the pledge given in the "Mahinda

Chintana" - 2005 manifesto that “each
family with a differently-abled person and
not having any income will be provided

with a monthly grant of Rs. 3000;

(iii)  if so, the number of families receiving this
benefit; and

(iv) separately, the money spent annually from
the year 2005 up to now, for providing the
aforesaid grant ?

(b) Will he also state the reasons, if the pledge
referred to in the above (a) (ii) is not being
implemented at present ?

(c) Ifnot,why?
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asked the Minister of Health:

(@ Is he aware that a pledge has been made under
“Mahinda Chintana - Vision for the Future”
manifesto to appoint a task force comprised of
independent intellectuals to make
recommendations to fully control non-
communicable diseases like cancer and to present
an action plan in that respect and also to complete
the relevant task within six months ?

(b)  Will he inform this House of -

(i) the number of intellectuals included in that
task force; and

2013 e=a350:8 08 256

(if)  the recommendations made by it?
(c) Ifnot,why?
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asked the Prime Minister and Minister of Buddha
Sasana and Religious Affairs:

(@  Will he state -

(i) separately, and in relation to each
university, the number of students who
have obtained Mahapola Scholarship
grants;

(i) the total sum of money spent to grant
Mahapola  Scholarships to  university
students; and

(iii)  separately, the amount of money allocated
to each university for the payment of
Mahapola Scholarship grants;

(iv) intheyear 2011 ?
(b)  Will he inform this House -
(iy the last time the Mahapola Scholarship

grant for the university students was
increased;

(if)  the amount by which it was increased at that
time;

(iif)  whether steps will be taken to increase the
current Mahapola Scholarship grant; and

(iv) ifso, when?
(c) Ifnot, why ?
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asked the Prime Minister and Minister of Buddha
Sasana and Religious Affairs:

(@  Will he inform this House -

(i) of the religions that are venerated in Sri
Lanka;

(ii)  of the names of the three oldest shrines for
each religion, that is, Buddhism, Hinduism,
Catholicism and Islam in Sri Lanka; and

(iif)  as to when each of them were built and the
places where they are situated?

(b)  Will he state -

(i) the amount of money put into for the
restoration of the aforesaid shrines by the
Government; and

(if) the action taken by the Government to
preserve and develop the same?

(c) Ifnot, why?
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@) @enCpev, sron?

asked the Minister of National Heritage:
(@ s heaware that -

(i) the Gangathilaka Purana Vihara which is
nearly 200 years old and located at
Udapeekwella, Uggalbewula in the Matara
Divisional Secretary's Division is a place of
worship which has been designated for
conservation by the Department of
Archaeology;

(if)  all its buildings and frescoes have been left
to decay;

(iii)  the land on which the temple is located is
also faced with the threat of landslides; and

(iv) as a result, a threat has been posed to the
lives of people travelling along the Matara-
Wellawaya road which runs at the foot of
the temple?

(b)  Will he inform this House -

(i) whether plans have been made to conserve
the frescoes and the land of the
Gangathilaka Vihara, Udapeekwella,
Uggalbewula;

(if)  whether provisions have been allocated for
this purpose by now;

(iii)  if so, the amount of money allocated; and

(iv) if money has been allocated, the date on
which the rehabilitation activities will be
commenced?

()  If not, why?
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(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)

I ask Question No. 14. There are three Deputy
Ministers for this Ministry. Is there nobody to answer?
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Order read for resuming Adjourned Debate on Question - [06th
February, 2013]

"That the Bill be now read a Second time".- [The Hon. Nimal
Siripala de Silva.] Question again proposed.
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Question put, and agreed to.

Bill accordingly read a Second time, and passed.
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Resolved:
"That the Bill be referred to a Committee of the whole Parliament."”
- [ The Hon. Nimal Siripala de Silva.]
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Considered in Committee.
[MR. DEPUTY SPEAKER in the Chair.]
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(The Chairman)
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(The Hon. Neomal Perera - Deputy Minister of External

Affairs)

Hon. Chairman, yesterday the only request regarding
this Bill was to define who a "terrorist" is, which we have
included in the amendment to this Bill with the consent of
the Members of the Consultative Committee. Except that,
the Act is same. We are seeking to repeal only the
following portion of Section 3 (3) on page 3 of the
Convention on the Suppression of Terrorist Financing
(Amendment) Act, No. 41 of 2011. | quote;

Ovm (Seda mOYRH

"Provided however that, providing assistance on humanitarian
grounds...."

That is the only portion that we are removing and we
have introduced a portion which describes who a
“terrorist” is. That is all we have done. Except that, every
thing in the earlier Act is the same. Sir, we have not
introduced anything else. We took the Convention on the
Suppression of Terrorist Financing Act, No. 25 of 2005
together with the Convention on the Suppression of
Terrorist Financing (Amendment) Act, No. 41 of 2011,
and only defined who a "terrorist" is in the new
amendment as you have suggested yesterday. [&oco
B8] @@ O ACt & Budr AEsTD. [ BEO]
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(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)

Hon. Deputy Minister, yesterday you did not discuss
the amendment to the Clause (5) (2) (c) (i) and (ii). Well,
we appreciate the definition of “terrorist” being brought
in.
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(The Hon. Neomal Perera)

In Act No. 41 of 2011, that is already there. On page
16 of that Act, under Section 8 (n) (b) (ii), it states, I
guote:

" 'person’ includes a body of persons; and

‘terrorist act' includes ........ "
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(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)

So, you are incorporating that also into this. That is
what you are saying.
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Yes.
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(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)

So, if it is already in the law, why do you need to
bring it in again? Are you going to dispense with the Act
of 2011?

€383 835®o

(sallerari ojsuissir)

(The Chairman)

It is only a clarification.

®F Bewd®E eueldc ®vm

(revsry1fl@ HGwmomred QuGryT)

(The Hon. Neomal Perera)

Instead of defining “terrorist act” separately, we put
both together.

®C; 08 G €925¥032 ™0

(ressrLll@ Tall & EHenTTHTIdd:)

(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)

| have my reservations. At that point | will intervene.
But, on this basis, we did not discuss the amendments to
Clause 5 (2) (c) (i) and (ii).

©5 Bewd®E esedc ®nm
(worenryflg BGwmwmsd QuGTyT)
(The Hon. Neomal Perera)
Those are there on page 16 -

®©F; 68 WS €65 Bz

(omressrLll@ Tall & HeTTHTWdS)

(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)

What is there in the other Acts was not what we
discussed yesterday.

©5 Bewd®E esedc ®nm
(worenryflg BGwmwmsd QuGTyT)

(The Hon. Neomal Perera)

That is for better clarity. That is all.

€3805839®

(sallgTari ojeuissir)

(The Chairman)

Hon. M.A. Sumanthiran.

@G ©0.8. 1y®sIBSET Owmn

(omessrL L@ 6T1D.67. FLohITedT)

(The Hon. M.A. Sumanthiran)

Thank you, Hon. Chairman. | need just a clarification

from the Hon. Deputy Minister. | agree when you say that



287 2013 e=a350:8 08 288

at the Consultative Committee yesterday, it was only the
definition of "terrorist", and we looked at that and that is
all right; that is agreed. But, “terrorist act” had a
definition earlier which you are now seeking to repeal
and insert. Clause 5 (2) of the proposed amendment
states, | quote:

"by the repeal of the definition of the expression “terrorist act”
and the substitution therefor of the following:- "

Now, when you compare this Clause 5 (2) (a) and (b)
with the earlier Act, it is not there in the earlier Act. Only
from(c) -

®6; Berd@E eselc ®nm

(wressryflg BIGwrwmrsd QuBryT)

(The Hon. Neomal Perera)

©O®m 0@ B D). OO BwdIH®. [P BEO]-

@0 8.8, 8303 BC5T Bwmo

(LomevdrLy 0@ 6TiD.67. Lol Tedr)

(The Hon. M.A. Sumanthiran)

In the earlier Act, it is not there. Clause 5 (2) (a) and
(b) are being introduced for the first time.

S Bewd®E esedch ®nmn

(wrewryfl@ BCwrwred QuGryT)

(The Hon. Neomal Perera)

Section 8 (n)(b)(ii)) (@) and (b) on page 16 of
Convention on the Suppression of Terrorist Financing
(Amendment) Act, No. 41 of 2011 states, | quote:

“(a) the use of threat of action which is designated
to influence the government, or to intimidate the
public or a section of the public;"

@0 ©8.8. 1®@sIBGsT Bwmo
(LomevsTL L0 6TLD.67. S iofhSTedr)

(The Hon. M.A. Sumanthiran)

Not that; not that. That is all right.

S Bewd®E esedch ®nmn
(wrewryfl@ BCwrwred QuGryT)
(The Hon. Neomal Perera)

It goes on to state, | quote:

"(b) the use of threat of action which is made for
the purpose of advancing a political, religious or
ideological cause, and such action.”

@0 8.8, 03 BT5T Swmn

(LomevdTLyLf)@ 6TiD.6T. SriofbgTedT)

(The Hon. M.A. Sumanthiran)

Not that; that is all right. Clause 5 (2) (a) and (b) have
been introduced for the first time. [Interruption.]-

05 Bewd®E esedch ®nmn

(wrewryfl@g BCwrwred QuGryT)

(The Hon. Neomal Perera)

That is right. [@000 88®] 2011 - sme Section 3 (1)
(a) and (b) - [Interruption,]

@0 ©9.9. 30 BcET Bwmn

(omesor L)@ 6T1D.67. FFLoHSBTedT)

(The Hon. M.A. Sumanthiran)

Sir, the clarification is this. We accept that explanation
that what was decided yesterday was only to insert a
definition for "terrorist".

There is no problem with that but what is presented
today has a repeal and replacement of the definition of
"terrorist act" also. That also, if it is the same thing, there
is no problem.

®F Bewd®iE eueldc ®vm
(revsryLfl@ BGwmomred QuGryT)
(The Hon. Neomal Perera)

It is the same.

@0 ©0.8. 1y®sIBS5T Owmn

(omessrL L)@ 6T1D.67. FHLoHIBTedT)

(The Hon. M.A. Sumanthiran)

But, (a) and (b) have been brought in otherwise -

©5 Bewd®E esedc ®nm

(orenryflg BGwmwmsd QuGTyT)

(The Hon. Neomal Perera)

This states, "(a) an act which constitutes an offence
within the scope of, or within the definition of any one of
the Treaties specified in Schedule | hereto; (b) any other
act, intended to cause death or serious bodily
injury,......... "

@0 ©8.8. @I BS5T Pwmn
(omevorLyL0l@ 6Tib.67. SFrLoBHTedT)
(The Hon. M.A. Sumanthiran)
From where are you reading?

®F Bewd®E eueldc ®vm

(orevsryLfl@ HGwmomred QuGryT)

(The Hon. Neomal Perera)

Section 3 of Act, No. 41 of 2011. It is the final
amendment which we are repealing today.

SISO

(sailFrari oeauissr)

(The Chairman)

®0O1 3250 1S BesozNwm OB 0.

@6 80 Besaznwm Swmn

(omesorLyfl@ SBIT SlewTHTILdS)

(The Hon. Anura Dissanayake)
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[061 4216 Eeornwm @wmn]

a80mOme e0d Bedm Dot w-ealdme Sw yRi.
S8 go Bustesy. OO Bw 0® smHO B-eaddBeW ens
02 200 gBDBewssI® gu mELT On wE Wi T ©¢®
B.eeddmw 86 WnB. Sodvewsi® ednmEm ewd Fvd8m
O 20 YOIIm® BEe® 8@EO #BD Buem &
@008 8-erldmw e ¢gn&. 2011 2 0® vmym w®®m Henod
508 I» 9f 00 . I® gD, mO® »HIsTeldEe
IO e®ims WS B O gIn. & smen DosIB cvewrdd
@200 005 & 8501 ©¢® FRED o mog B dowsy
Baestess En m»00E enmd emdis Bem OB
©0e08.

a0 0@ smer e® DusiBe Bedm Om eEn, O
@B BROB. 8, 0®@» 9880l Bw VBB, OO Bewn
s wreaddmw e ¢gul.

®©G; Bewd@E esedc ®nmo

(wressryflg BIGwrwmrsd QuGryT)

(The Hon. Neomal Perera)

Sir, we discussed this matter twice at length at the
Consultative Committee and the Hon. Members agreed to
this. Hon. Anura Dissanayake, | am sorry that you were
not there. But, - [Interruption.] We agreed. We have not
changed anything and we are not prepared to change it
any further. We agreed to repeal only a certain part and
introduce who the "terrorist” is which we have done. We
have not repealed or introduced anything else.

988esy vy o8y, 868 O OF Bwsdz &
Gl et Blaur i’ (B) wpserapswm S L1 1 ).
Brought up, and read the First time

@0 BOE 880 ¢ BT Owmn

(omessryLll@ Blwsd Arflurey g Fsveur)

(The Hon. Nimal Siripala de Silva)

OO BB, "DoTB® ¢dn D6 Budw yne" & ®
@wd®5) HOBD0.

g S@wz 8, eser @B Ses.
T (B SLILIL (B) Mm% CIBTETMLILIL 1.
Question put, and agreed to.

OwrYHe oms emOsmO mzp DE G @B G
B@wz &Y et 30®» Sw.
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Sy yslw  urEFs  FLLApVSEIsT
Gt (B6losorss i’ 1L_swemufl_ i1 gj.

UGHWITS  B)15%hS

Question, that the Clause be added to the Bill, put and agreed.
New Clause 5 ordered to stand part of the Bill.

g DorlBo ow 22000 ons ewd@send emidws
9;8w0 HIas gl Bewle wd» c&

o2z emEOem, w-ealz) sfnd Os8m o> &

FLL_ DTG UTFHUPLD FEDVLILILD FL L_APVSHIG LIGHMITS (3)5d%
Csuenr(B6losorss i’ 1L_swemuil_ i 1 gj.

FLL_APSVLD F(555/BI5 @5 L 69T QYiflssends GIFUIMILILIL LS.

Enacting Clause and Title ordered to stand part of the Bill.

Bill reported with Amendments.

@6 BOE 88 ¢ BEDr Owmo

(orenryflg Blwsd Anlurey g Asveur)

(The Hon. Nimal Siripala de Silva)

@0 Bowdss »Ousnemnd®B, "sems emg®un ¢’
8.eadBmmudewrs’ RBIDL D6 Bwdw gn «" 8 ® ewddsn
DOBH.

g E®az &Y, wes ®®» Sa.

oz emg@sn SO emmcd t-ernldmmicewnsy, pzf O
O B e3®8» o GE.

allsarr alBSHLILIL(B), sTHMmYIS GBI L gy.

QYSOTLILY, FL L APSVLD r@?@fg’gduLLﬂ//rg/ APSTDTLOAPSDDUITSS
w1 @) Blenm Goupmiii’ 1 g).

Question put, and agreed to.

Bill, as amended, accordingly read the Third time, and passed.

Beawadss 2Sznemn®o

(Nl FuTHTWST SjeuTsr)

(The Deputy Speaker)

gc 85 e sped Svw g 2 - 5 ¢ esednlm
OSIBOGsTed  ewldsn  B8iwd wemmO. g 2
©wdB20D, ©F 08 C1€IZNWEZE DHmN.

2R guwes BI® B¢ mdw
8303w 830 BB 500 BA eszmed
51610
B SIDSTDBIGHEDET B)eULDF] 5 F 6D
BEML_(LPEM M HEWEIT 63 (LDHI G, LI (h) 5161 S M 3 T 63T
Yslw FLL_BISeDET 9)d & DH6V
MAKING NEW LAWS TO REGULATE CONTEMPT
OF COURT PROCEEDINGS

[2.48 p.m.]

®C; 08 G €925¥032 ™0
(oressrLll@ Tall & EHenTTHTId:)
(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)
I move,

“That this Parliament resolves that new laws should be
brought in to regulate Contempt of Court proceedings as to
strengthen democracy and to maintain a vibrant free media
ensuring equal justice to all”.

Thank you, Mr. Deputy Speaker for giving me the
opportunity to move the Private Members’ Motion on
making new laws to regulate contempt of court
proceedings.

My reason in bringing such a Private Members’
Motion in today's context is owing to the activities that
have taken place during the last couple of weeks; and
there seems to be contempt of court proceedings which
are applicable to the Members of the Opposition as well
as the Members of the Government. It is not only that
laws should be made for the Members of the Parliament
but also for those whom we represent, the people of this
country. That is the most important aspect. So, let me
introduce as to what "contempt of court" is.



2901 2013 e=a350:8 08 292

The interpretation in the Oxford Dictionary on
contempt of court is, “Disobedience to or disrespect for a
court of law and its officers”. Is there a real application of
law in this country? The application of law should be
similar to everyone; whether you are in the Government
or whether you are in the Opposition or whether you are
an ordinary citizen of this country.

Sir, as they say, the law is blind; it cannot hear or it
cannot speak. But, the truth needs to come out on the
basis of a free and fair judgement. On this basis, it is very
important that in today’s context we bring in laws in order
to ensure that we are able to have free and fair laws
enacted in Parliament.

When the late Hon. Dudley Senanayake was the Prime
Minister he mentioned the following. | quote:

“There are some things in every true democracy which no
mandate can ever destroy. Even if a majority agrees, the
freedom of speech, the freedom to organize political parties,
the freedom of the press, the right to vote to elect your
representatives at elections; these are features which cannot
ever be abolished. Even if a majority agrees, a country which
deprives any man of these fundamental rights and liberties is
not a true democracy, is not even a really human society. A
free people should not be condemned to state slavery under
cover of an alleged mandate.”

This is even more true according to what Jawaharlal
Nehru said. He said, | quote:

“We shall never allow that torch of freedom to be blown out,
however high the wind or stormy the tempest.”

Hon. Deputy Speaker, my reason for mentioning this
is because the law gives exemptions for a Member who is
in the Government today but when he is in the
Opposition, the same law is applied to create a problem
against him. | take the Hon. S.B. Dissanayake as an
example. When he was in the Government as a Minister,
he made a statement that was contempt of court as per the
Supreme Court. At that time, he was hauled before court
for his act which was contempt of court and he was
severely warned and sent. That was when he was a
Minister ~ under the  Chandrika  Bandaranaike
Kumaratunga’s Government. The same Minister became
a Member of the Opposition in 2004 just after the then
President (Mrs.) Chandrika Bandaranaike Kumaratunga
dissolved the Hon. Ranil Wickremasinghe’s Government.

At that particular moment, a statement that he uttered
in Habaraduwa, in your good Electorate, Sir, was used to
such an extent that the Hon. Member was incarcerated for
two years. For what sin he committed? Just for using a
word. "ac" Bem DOmw 2808 me Beo Onds Sueed
8Oy O5IFOCwn Deewsy 8fdig e¢mmO -

Bewrdehs D100
(Nrdlé FuThTWST SjeuT6r)

(The Deputy Speaker)

At that time, he was a Minister.

®©F; OB WS €065 Bz
(omressrLll@ rall & HeTTHTIWdS)
(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)
He was not a Minister.

Bewdss 2 rznemn®o

(LNrglé FuThTST 6euiss)

(The Deputy Speaker)

Was he not the Minister of Samurdhi?

®C; 08 G €925¥032 ™0
(mressrLll@ Tall & @HenTTHTIdd:)
(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)
He was the Minister of Samurdhi, but he was taken to

task when he was an MP. - [Interruption.] Why not?

@G OIGOSew

(orevsryLfl@ 2_mitifleri sppeu)

(An Hon. Member)

He is the complainant. - [Interruption.]

®©F; 8 WS €65 Bwmn

(omressrLll@ rall & HenTTHTWd)

(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)

What more to be said? | am before the culprit himself.
Sir, you know better. The problem is, you made the
statement with an ulterior motive, political or otherwise,
but he was punished when he was an MP under the UNP

Government. - [Interruption.] Why not? In 2004, after the

UNP Convention, it happened. We know that for a fact
because we were going all over the countryside trying to
protect the interests of the Member, who is now a
Minister in your Government. So, you could see that there
are two different standards applied, one, when you are a
Member of the Opposition and the other, when you are a
Member of the Government.

Once again, | seek your indulgence, Sir, on the
interpretation of the Appropriation Bill. Under petition
SC SD 15/2012, the Appropriation Bill was contested in
the Supreme Court. At that particular moment, Justice
(Mrs.) Shirani Tilakawardene, Justice Priyasath Dep and
Justice (Mrs.) Eva Wanasundera gave a judgment on it.
That Judgment very clearly states that, in future, any loan
taken by the Government has to be notified to Parliament
prior to its signing. So, before you put any extra debt on
the country, you should come before Parliament, notify
Parliament of it and then get it. But, what do you do? You
pay scant respect to that. So, that is also contempt of
court. In this instance, nothing happens.

Now, may | take another example: the infamous
Impeachment of Mrs. Shirani Thilakawardene.

Bewdess mSr1znemn®o
(Nrlé FuThTWST Sj6uTsr)
(The Deputy Speaker)
Shirani Bandaranayake.
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®©F; 08 WS €GB B0

(omevsryLil@ Tall & HETTHTWSS)

(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)

Sorry, Shirani Bandaranayake. You take on all the
Shiranis and all the Bandaranayakes.

@0 ©53FOSews
(omessryLll@ 2_mitifleri spheu)
(An Hon. Member)

She is going to be the next.

Bewrdes mOznemn®
(Nrdlé Furprusi Sjeuissr)
(The Deputy Speaker)

She has not been impeached.

®©G; 68 WS EI5NB2 W™

(oreryLfl@ rafl &@mewTTHTWSS)

(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)

It may be the case, but with the next harsh judgment
given against the Government, you will probably use, not
24 hours, but one hour and get her impeached. She is
much more lethal than the other one. You know that.

Imagine what would be the situation had we done that.
Mr. Sarath N. Silva - | will be very cautious in saying as
to who the Chief Justice of the country today is - when
the Impeachment Motion was in progress, gave various
interpretations. But, no sooner than there was the
appointment of the -

@6 657 RO Bwmn (g8 ¢@imsn®)
(oreTyLfl@ mayls anEiD - B SjewLFei)

(The Hon. Rauff Hakeem - Minister of Justice)
Sir, | rise to a point of Order.

Bewrdes mOznem

(Nrdld FuTBTLST Sj6uiTasT)

(The Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Rauff Hakeem, what is the point of Order?

@F GG S RS Sz

(1oressTL 16l eyt aneiD)

(The Hon. Rauff Hakeem)

Sir, the names of some sitting judges were mentioned.
Though it was jovially mentioned, if it is reported, it may
not be good since it refers to impeachments and all that. |
would rather prefer those parts be expunged.

®©35; 68 WS EINB2 W™

(oreryfl@ rafl &@HewTTHTWSS)

(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)

Hon. Deputy Speaker, | express absolute objection to
that!

Bewrdehs mOsnem®

(Nrdld FuTBTLST Sj6uiTasT)

(The Deputy Speaker)

Anything contrary to the Standing Orders will be
expunged. - [Interruption.]

®©F; OB WS €065 Bz

(omressrLll@ rall & HeTTHTIWdS)

(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)

We are supreme. We are supposed to be "supreme".
What are you talking about? - [Interruption.] You
brought the Chief Justice before Parliament.

Beawadss 2Sznemn®o

(Nl FuTHTWST S)jeuTsr)

(The Deputy Speaker)

If there is anything stated contrary to the Standing
Orders, such will be expunged.

®5; 08 WG @a25062% Wm0

(orerLfl@ rafl &HenTTHTIWsS)

(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)

Sir, | take objection to that. The Hon. Minister of
Justice has got up from his slumber only now. When the
Chief Justice was impeached, nothing was said. At that
particular moment, nothing was said.

@G 685 B Swmn
(wrehrfl@ peys an4'iv)
(The Hon. Rauff Hakeem)
Sir, we must understand -

®C; 08 G €925032 ™0

(oressrLll@ rall & @HenTTHTId:)

(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)

We are supposed to be supreme. So, why do you
worry about it? The others are under us.

@G 35S HB® Bwzm

(1omevTL1fl@ eys ameiD)

(The Hon. Rauff Hakeem)

Hon. Member, we must understand that an
impeachment is a very serious procedure. Sir, they are
referring to names of judges who are sitting -

@G OIGOSew
(orevsryLfl@ 2_mitiflei sppeu)
(An Hon. Member)

So, what?

@G 39S RO Bwmn

(wrerfl@ peys am'iv)

(The Hon. Rauff Hakeem)

And, they are cracking jokes. - [Interruption.] That
should not happen. If they want to, let them move -
[Interruption.] It would not be good if these things get
reported.

o @8 8. eseldh Ovm
(orevsryfl@ o8l 1F. QuGrym)
(The Hon. Ajith P. Perera)

Sir, | rise to a point of Order.
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Bewrdes mOsnem

(Nrdld FuTBTLST Sj6uiTasr)

(The Deputy Speaker)

Yes, Hon. Ajith Perera what is the point of Order?

@0 g8 8. erueldh ®vm

(oressryLil@ 928l 1F. QuGrym)

(The Hon. Ajith P. Perera)

®©6; Bewdss »Onemn®d, SBEDemcDiened
20 By s0&wsy 000 BewdwdEd @B Onteny
1. & OBED@SDTw@0 w® 08Fernd mEe O guIm
E® goeld. & B edviBewins By 20 By &S
y@E®@B OBTeBY BT

Bewrdes mOznemn®

(Nrlé Furprusi Sjeuissr)

(The Deputy Speaker)

O O5IEROB, e@m» & ©WOIBTWD Sdag BIOO gd@xs
. Qed Bowlow Bedstesy @D BewdvwdEd
B0 @@ wcwsy e Bed 5O, OB mdew V53R
D81900057 @O OB BB, & Beo & v Dog BBe®
20@E0T BT

@0 980 eEm B Swvmo

(oreryfl@ sefou Crerdmis)

(The Hon. Sujeewa Senasinghe)

But, Sir, he did not mention anything against the
Standing Orders.

Bewrdehs mOsnem

(Nrdld FuTBTLST Sj6uiTasT)

(The Deputy Speaker)

I have decided that if there is any statement contrary to
the Standing Orders, such will be expunged. It is very
clear. So long as there is nothing contrary to the Standing
Orders, you do not have to worry.

@0 5380 ewdm B Onmo
(orenryfl@ sFefou Crardlmis)
(The Hon. Sujeewa Senasinghe)
Sir, | rise to a point of Order.

Bewrdes mOznemn®
(Nrgld FuThTLST j6euidsr)
(The Deputy Speaker)

What is the point of Order?

@0 5380 eudm 8. Owmo

(orenrfl@ sHefon Crardmis)

(The Hon. Sujeewa Senasinghe)

Sir, in that case, nobody needs to raise points of Order.
The Chair can say, “Anything contrary to the Standing
Orders will be expunged”. Then, you do not need -

Bewrdehs D00

(Nrdlé FuThTWST SjeuTder)

(The Deputy Speaker)

It can be decided either upon a point of Order being
raised or by the Chair on his own. That is very clear; there
is nothing to be argued about. Hon. Ravi Karunanayake,
you carry on.

®©F; OB WS €65 Bwmn

(omressrLll@ rall & HeTTHTIWdS)

(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)

Sir, | like the interpretation of the Hon. Sujeewa
Senasinghe because that is true. Without our knowing, if
the Editor of Hansard can decide that it is against the
Standing Orders, then we do not know what is going on.

Beawadss 2Sznemn®o

(Nl FuTHTWST S)euT6T)

(The Deputy Speaker)

Unless there is a decision by the Chair, the Editor of
Hansard cannot decide anything on her own.

@0 889 eednB-» Ovmo

(revsrll@ #efou Carevrdlmis)

(The Hon. Sujeewa Senasinghe)

Sir, my point is, then anything can be excluded. Last
time, | raised a Privilege matter on this. They said it was
not Parliamentary language that | had used when I spoke.
Then, a Member must raise it and say that it is not -

Bewdts Orznemn®o

(LNrdld FuThTLST jeuidsT)

(The Deputy Speaker)

No, either a Member can raise it or the Chair can
decide on its own. It is very clear.

@G 89 eudnB-» Ovm

(oresryfl@ Fefou Crerdlmis)

(The Hon. Sujeewa Senasinghe)

But, it should be on a specific matter. You cannot
make an open statement and say, “Whatever is against the
Standing Orders will be expunged”.

Bewdss 2 rznemn®o

(LNrdlé FuThrsT 6euiss)

(The Deputy Speaker)

No, it is up to the Chair to decide. As per the Standing
Orders, the Chair takes the final decision.

@G 380 eudmB-w» Swvm

(orerLfl@ Fefou Cresrdlmis)

(The Hon. Sujeewa Senasinghe)

But, Sir, that final decision should be on a particular
point. You cannot make an open statement.

Bewdss 2 rznemn®o

(Nrglé FuThTLST jeuiss)

(The Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Ravi Karunanayake, you carry on.

®©5; 08 WG @25062% Wm0

(orerLfl@ rafl &HenTTHTIWSS)

(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)

Sir, | expect that there will be a more justifiable
approach in doing this type of thing.

Beawadss 2Sznemn®o
(Nl FuTHTWST SjeuTa6r)
(The Deputy Speaker)

Yes, certainly.
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®©F; 08 WS €GB B0

(omevsryLil@ Tall & HETTHTWSS)

(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)

You should say that in this House, not allow some
clerk somewhere to suddenly remind you that it is against

Bewrdehs D00

(Nrdlé FuThTWST SjeuT6r)

(The Deputy Speaker)

No official -

®©5; 08 S €5032 YD

(omevsTLll@ Tall & HewTTHTIWdS)

(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)

Sir, you were better than a President's Counsel during
the Impeachment Motion. You said, “We are supreme”.
So, today, as Members of Parliament, why can we not say
anything against any of the court judges? That is the
problem.

Bewrdes mOznemn®

(Nrgld FuThTST j6euidsT)

(The Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Member, you make your submission.

®©F; 8 WS €W B0

(omevsrLil@ Tall & HETTHTWSE)

(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)

The Hon. Minister of Justice’s amiable disposition
was somewhat perturbed today when | mentioned judges’
names. When the country’s Chief Justice was impeached,
you were stony silent as much as you were when Muslim
Mosques were being broken.

@0 5380 eudm 8. Owm
(orenrfl@ sefon Crerdmis)
(The Hon. Sujeewa Senasinghe)
And, they were slinging mud.

®©35; 68 WS EINB2 W™

(oreryLfl@ rall &@HewTTHTWSS)

(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)

Yes. Then, nothing happened. Hon. Minister, | know
your conscience gets pricked because it was when you
were on this side with us that you got the mandate. So, |
know you have got to justify your actions at both ends.
What to do? Remember, today these laws are being made
when you are in the Government, but tomorrow when you
are in the Opposition you may have to face the same laws.
When we make laws, Sir, we must make them to be fair
and equitable for everybody, not only to us. We are
supposed to be supreme. We are supreme on behalf of our
people. If a Parliamentarian can make a statement and get
off scot-free, he also must be able to get off scot-free as a
civilian. That is important like what you did in the
incident at Habaraduwa.

Then, Sir, let me get back to the point | was trying to
make. Imagine it was the Members of the Opposition who
brought these allegations against the Chief Justice outside
Parliament. Then, | am sure the Hon. Minister of Justice
would have been very busy these days bringing charges of

contempt of court against us. But, when it comes from the
Government, what happens? You steamrollered through
the process and gave the Chief Justice just 24 hours - any
rogue in this country is given six to seven months to
defend himself in court - to justify her actions in
Parliament against the allegations, the report of which ran
into almost a thousand pages.

Sir, | stand here to ensure that there is a sense of
justice prevalent. George Bernard Shaw said, | quote:

“Democracy is a device that ensures we shall be governed no
better than we deserve”.

That is certainly true. But, what we are trying to say
is, because the governing is bad today, we must make
laws to ensure that a better government takes over
tomorrow. That is what we stand for. Sir, all what we
want to bring in is sanity. Mr. Sarath N. Silva, the former
Chief Justice, says - | am just mentioning his name and |
do not want to go out of context - that today, there are
two Chief Justices. Outside, he does not have privileges
like we do on behalf of our people. On such a statement
uttered by him, can the present Chief Justice bring him
before court, saying that it is contempt of court?

@G 380 eum8.» Bwvmo
(oressrLll@ Fefou CFesrdlmias)
(The Hon. Sujeewa Senasinghe)
Why should he not?

®©35 68 S eIZNGB® DHm

(orewryLll@ rall &mesTTHTWSS)

(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)

Yes. "Why should he not?" is the question that my
Colleague is asking.

So, | thought these matters are examples to be brought
up at this most opportune moment, which are being
experienced in real terms today. - [Interruption.] Sir, | am
sure you want to intervene at this moment.

Bewedss maznemn®)

(Nrdlé Furprusi Sjauirsesr)

(The Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Member, you have exceeded your time. You
have been allocated only 10 minutes.

®F 08 WS €mINGD Bwvsn

(orenT i@ rall &HesTTHTLISS)

(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)

The Assistant Secretary-General is very punctual on
these matters. We got caught up with other matters and |
am sure, Hon. Deputy Speaker, your generosity will flow
through her and you will give me a couple of minutes
more.

Bewades Oznemn®)

(Nrdlé Furprusi Sjauirdser)

(The Deputy Speaker)

You have already exceeded your time and there are
three more Hon. Members on your side expecting to
speak.
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®©F; 08 WS €W O

(omevsrLAl@ Tall & [HETTHTWSE)

(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)

We have some eminent Hon. Members to speak and |
am sure that a couple of them would respond to the
Government as well.

Sir, whatever that is debated in this House should be
for posterity and we say these things because we really
mean to get things done on behalf of the people. So, Hon.
Deputy Speaker, on this basis there are many statements
that are very cautiously uttered. | am happy to see that
the Supreme Court, on an intervention made against the
appointment of the Chief Justice, had referred it to a full
bench but, in the interim, until such time things happen,
Hon. Minister of Justice, | am asking you, what do you
think would be the case? | would like to broaden the base
to ensure that such matters of contempt of court are
reduced. We are supposedly supreme. So, let us discuss
anything and everything we want, not only when the
Government wants. To impeach a Chief Justice, the
Supreme Court becomes secondary to Parliament and no
sooner that finishes, the interpretation gets back that the
Constitutional Rights can be interpreted by the Supreme
Court. Then, our supremacy relegates into a secondary
position. So, Hon. Deputy Speaker, these are matters that
we need a clarification on. All we want is to increase the
powers that are vested with us so that we can discuss
matters at any given moment that do not run counter and
do not have a heinous impact as was on the Hon. S.B.
Dissanayake.

It is not only us who are in the Opposition, you all
may be in the Opposition tomorrow. So, that is not the
way laws should be brought in. That is why we asked
you to define who a "terrorist” is at the previous Debate
rather than keeping it nebulous and ambiguous. Then, you
know what actually it is; in black and white. So, on this
basis, Hon. Deputy Speaker, | would request the entire
Parliament to look, on a much more broader basis, at our
rights as well as the rights we represent on behalf of our
people. They must be educated with the new legislation
that | intend bringing in through the Private Members’
Motions so that they could speak without fear or favour
and ensure that justice prevails in a country, where justice
seems to be buried today, with the bringing in of the
Eighteenth Amendment burying the Seventeenth
Amendment.

Thank you.

Bewrdehs D00

(Nrdlé FuThTWST SjeuTa6rT)

(The Deputy Speaker)

The next speaker is the Hon. Sujeewa Senasinghe.
You have five minutes.

@0 980 eemBw» Owvmo
(omevsrLll@ Fefou Carerdlmis)
(The Hon. Sujeewa Senasinghe)
I have seven minutes, Sir.

Bewdts Orznemn®o

(LNrdld FuThTLST jeuidsT)

(The Deputy Speaker)

No, the Hon. Ravi Karunanayake has taken some extra
minutes.

[a.®0. 3.05]

@G 380 eudmB-w» Swvm

(orerLfl@ Fefou Cresrdlmis)

(The Hon. Sujeewa Senasinghe)
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[061 838D eedmrBn @wmo]

OsPmn 0nedd, H@AReA. o SBYoROwd
988 § oedwBowins w@ITVewsY BiFsen o
OBOD B0uI8Bne Sede mBYDS v meo.

DO BrEenid) 9Bn®), Grdw Swu®® Pnrdw, 8D
BBOC%, Db el wey PG 88T 988 me Bod®mw
Beadmd. I gued & Bodmw amd BB Dedtndsnw®m
Lurde J Bue 06cDEOEST Bewed w0 Bedmdo.

o8 o®ed wewsl S Beanmds: “It is reliably learnt
that certain members of the panel in their individual
recommendations submitted to Presidential Secretary,
Lalith Weeratunga had stated that the charges through
which the Chief Justice was found gquilty did not
constitute proven misbehaviour or incapacity and
therefore had advised the President against the
impeachment of the CJ.”

@0 o8sd gl
Bewdts §@ims@o)
(oreryllg soust wevsur - YsFL B sas@Gaily Lrg

v (powfdm O

O|EWLDEFFIT)

(The Hon. Faiszer Musthapha - Deputy Minister of
Investment Promotion)

Sir, | rise to a point of Order.

Bewrdes mOznem

(Nrdld FuTBTLST Sj6uiTasr)

(The Deputy Speaker)

What is the point of Order, Hon. Faiszer Musthapha?

@G 088 Gedmowo Bwmo

(orenTLfl@ swLFT WeVSLIT)

(The Hon. Faiszer Musthapha)

Hon. Senasinghe, are you reading from the Report or a
newspaper article?

@0 980 eem B Swnmo
(oreryfl@ sefon Crerdmis)
(The Hon. Sujeewa Senasinghe)
It is a newspaper article.

@0 oBed Gedmoz Owvmo

(omevsTLll@ ewLFT WerGLIT)

(The Hon. Faiszer Musthapha)

You cannot quote the contents of a report from a
newspaper article.

@0 5380 eudm 8. Owm

(orenrfl@ sHefon Crerdmis)

(The Hon. Sujeewa Senasinghe)

No, a newspaper article can be quoted.

@G 088 Gedmosa Bwmo

(oreryfl@ svLFT WevgLIT)

(The Hon. Faiszer Musthapha)

If the Hon. Member is reading from a newspaper
article, then he is commenting on the Report as reported
there.

®©F; O8 WS €65 Bwdn
(omressrLll@ rall & HeTTHTIWdS)
(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)
We can quote any article we want. - [Interruption.]

@G 380 eudm 8. Swm

(orenryfl@ Fefou Cresdlbis)

(The Hon. Sujeewa Senasinghe)
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@F GG S RS Sz
(1oressTL 18l eyt aneID)
(The Hon. Rauff Hakeem)

29,8 BSe@des.
STUPBSITIT.
rose.

Bewrdehs mOiznemn®
(Nrgld FuThTLST j6euidsr)
(The Deputy Speaker)

Yes, Hon. Rauff Hakeem.

@G 693 RS Swmo

(wrehryfl@ poyti amaib)

(The Hon. Rauff Hakeem)

The Hon. Member was referring to a matter that is sub
judice.

@0 5380 ewdmB.w» Onmo
(orenrfl@ Fefou Crardlmis)
(The Hon. Sujeewa Senasinghe)

| did not mention - [Interruption.]

Bewrdehs D100

(Nrdld FuTHTWST SjeuTdsr)

(The Deputy Speaker)

If there is anything said about a matter that is sub

judice, that would be expunged. - [Interruption.] You
cannot challenge the Chair.

@0 980 eem B Swnmo

(oreryfl@ sefou Crerdmis)

(The Hon. Sujeewa Senasinghe)

My point is this, Sir. Then, you must say, what is sub
judice and which case that | have been talking about is
sub judice.

Bewedehs mOznemn®

(Nrgld FuThTST j6euidsr)

(The Deputy Speaker)

Was anything said about a matter that is sub judice ?

@0 5380 ewdmBow» Onmo
(orenryfl@ Fefou Crardlmis)
(The Hon. Sujeewa Senasinghe)
No. But, how can you -

Bewrdehs mOizsnemn®

(Nrgld FuThTLST j6euidsr)

(The Deputy Speaker)

Then, you do not have worry about it.

@0 5380 ewdmBw» Onmo

(orenryfl@ sefou Crardmis)

(The Hon. Sujeewa Senasinghe)

Why do you keep it open? Whatever | mention, you
say, "it is sub judice". The Hon. Minister did not say that.
He gave an open objection. You took that open objection
and gave the Order. If it is so, we do not need to raise
points of Order here. Then, Sir, before you sit, you could
say that whatever was said during the day against the -

Bewdts Oznemn®o

(LNrdld FuThTLST jeuidsT)

(The Deputy Speaker)

That is the authority given to me by way of Standing
Orders.

@G 380 eudm 8- Swm

(orenrLyfl @ Fefou Cresrdlmis)

(The Hon. Sujeewa Senasinghe)

But, there must be a specific objection. You cannot
make an open -

Beawadss 2Sznemn®o
(Nl FuTHTWST S)euTsT)
(The Deputy Speaker)

I will do the correct thing.

@G SGS B® Bwzmm
(1omevsTL1fl@ eys ameiD)
(The Hon. Rauff Hakeem)
Hon. Deputy Speaker, -

Beawadss 2Sznemn®o
(Nl FuTHTWST S)jeuTasT)
(The Deputy Speaker)

Yes, Hon. Minister.

@G 395 RO Bwmn

(wreryfl@ peys am4'iv)

(The Hon. Rauff Hakeem)

Sir, if anything is against the Standing Orders or if
anything is sub judice, the procedure adopted to expunge
it from the record is this. First, the Editor of Hansard
would submit to you that particular speech and then you
can examine it to see whether it refers to any matter that
is sub judice in your contention. After that, you will have
to -

Bewdess mSr1znemn®o

(Nrlé FuTBTWST SjeuTsr)

(The Deputy Speaker)

Yes. Have you concluded your speech, Hon. Member?
You have taken almost 10 minutes.

@G 80 eudnB-» Svm

(oresryfl@ Fefou Crerdlmis)

(The Hon. Sujeewa Senasinghe)

This is going to be a practice. On five occasions,
sections of my speeches have been expunged for no
reason.

Bewdss 2 rznemn®o

(Nrglé FuThTST j6euiss)

(The Deputy Speaker)

Unfortunately, Hon. Member, you cannot challenge or
argue with the Chair.

@0 889 eednB-» Ovmo

(revsrll@ #efou Carevrdlmis)

(The Hon. Sujeewa Senasinghe)

No, no. | am not challenging the Chair.
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Bewrdes mOsnem

(Nrdld FuTBTLST Sj6uTasT)

(The Deputy Speaker)

The decision is taken by the Chair according to
Parliamentary practice.

@0 980 eemBw» Owvmo

(omevsrLll@ Fefou Carerdlmis)

(The Hon. Sujeewa Senasinghe)

Sir, | am not challenging the Chair. But, | am just
bringing to your notice that you cannot give a blanket
order.

Bewrdehs D00

(Nrdlé FuThTWST SjeuTd6r)

(The Deputy Speaker)

This is Parliament and that is Parliamentary practice.

@0 980 eemBw» Owvmo

(orevsrLll@ Fefou Carerdlmis)

(The Hon. Sujeewa Senasinghe)

No, it is not the practice. Then, at the beginning of the
sessions, you could say, whatever -

Bewrdehs mOznemn®

(Nrgld FuThTST j6euidsr)

(The Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Member, you have already taken more than 12
minutes. The next speaker is the Hon. Ajith P. Perera.

@0 980 eemBw» Ovmo

(omevsrLll@ Fefou Carerdlmis)

(The Hon. Sujeewa Senasinghe)

Then, we do not need to have Standing Orders.

Bewedes mOnemn®

(Nrlé Furprusi Sjeuissr)

(The Deputy Speaker)

Standing Orders are only guidelines.

@0 980 eemB.w» Swvmo

(oreryfl@ sefon Crerdmis)

(The Hon. Sujeewa Senasinghe)

Then, you should go by those guidelines.

[e@.»0. 3.13]

@0 g8 8. eeldh ®vm

(oressryLil@ 928l 1F. QuGrym)

(The Hon. Ajith P. Perera)

©0T Bewd®s ®Onemn®B, em® Oeos m»Oiens
82D 08 mOienzne®m OB 928sd me ewldrnd
2200 mEB5T ® D WHOBTDY 2 OBE.

Bewrdes mOznemn®

(Nrdlé Furprusi Sjeuissr)

(The Deputy Speaker)

Order, please! Will an Hon. Member propose the
Hon. Gayantha Karunatileka to take the Chair?

o0 @8 ecmed Owm (OB, B O™

©Em ¢Lm1n®)

(wrenryflg  srdlefl Qorse8s - Ggmiflsy,

2_DeYEHET S|HLFEFIT)

(The Hon. Gamini Lokuge - Minister of Labour and Labour

Relations)

®0;  Bewdds  ®»ONEHDHROB, "©oT ©wsID®
DOEBCH® OTER® ¢ eowmw on Gno'd ©
©@wIBzD DB,

Qs riflev

g Sz &, ters e3®@® S,
aflsarir A BIGSLILIL (B TMMYS CIBTTMLILIL LS.
Question put, and agreed to.

e® Bewlds »OhnemR® Goowmewsy @O
Hewsy, 96 ®6siD DOEHIBCE Owm Bresndsed Sao.

Y&eT LM, NTSE FUTHTWST D|eUTHET YsbHTTEFeTssle0l s
YasVCay, TG SWhHS  HEHMTTHVES EUTHET HewsVswLo
UG HTTB6N.

Whereupon MR. DEPUTY SPEAKER left the Chair, and THE
HON. GAYANTHA KARUNATILEKA took the Chair.

o0 @8 8. eseldh Onm

(revwsryfl@ gl 1F. QuGrym)

(The Hon. Ajith P. Perera)
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OO BBO gBBHB; geoicend, & Bwo 0IIB gyrosg
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[3.24 p.m.]

@0 oBsl Gefmm
Bowdess g@imsn®o)
(orewsryLllg ewusFi wevgur - WESL B 2mE@Gallly Urg

®vmn (powism yOsO®

S|VLOFFIT)

(The Hon. Faiszer Musthapha - Deputy Minister of

Investment Promotion)

Thank you, Sir, for giving me this opportunity to
speak in relation to this Motion. Firstly, the Hon. Ravi
Karunanayake gave a definition of what "contempt” is.
But, I would like to address the substantive law dealing
with contempt of court.

Our laws are governed by Section 55 of the Judicature
Act, which clearly states that any act, which is committed
in the well of the court or any act which is defined to be
an act of contempt, could be punished by that court itself.
The Court of Appeal, in terms of Article 105 (3) of the
Constitution, is given power to deal with contempt of
court. Therefore, we have a law in place dealing with
contempt of court. But, the Hon. Ravi Karunanayake said
that in certain instances contempt of court for the
Opposition is one and contempt of court for the
Government is another. | would like to inform him that
contempt provisions can be invoked by any citizen. It
does not have to be by the court. It could be by any
citizen. Any citizen can invoke contempt provisions.

®©F; 08 WS €W O

(omevsrLil@ Tall & [HETTHTWSE)

(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)

Yes, certainly. It can be. But, there are Government-
sponsored judges because the Seventeenth Amendment is
no more.

@0 oBed Gedmoz Owmo

(omessTLll@ ewUFT WerGLIT)

(The Hon. Faiszer Musthapha)

I do not think it is fair for you to say, “Government-
sponsored judges” because -

®©5; 08 S €5032 YD

(omevsTLll@ Tall & HeTTHTIWdS)

(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)

| am saying so. We are supreme. Parliament is
supreme - [Interruption.]

@G o868 Gedmosa Swmo

(oreryfl@ svLFT WevgLIT)

(The Hon. Faiszer Musthapha)

You are bringing the whole judiciary to -

®©5; 08 €502 YD

(omevsTLAl@ Tall & HeTTHTIWdS)

(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)

Parliament is supreme. You impeached the Chief
Justice - [Interruption.] There are Government-sponsored
judges. - [Interruption.]

@G 088 Gedmoro Swmm

(omrevsrLll@ ewLIFT WerGLIT)

(The Hon. Faiszer Musthapha)

The Chief Justice was impeached in terms of a
constitutional process. - [Interruption.]

D01 Drggedd 2NNGBC Bvm (KB Wiz o
8828 2GR §ImBRE0)

(wreryfl@ eureGseu prewrmwssry - Caflw Qurflser,
FePF PHEWLILITL (B HHLDFFT)

(The Hon. Vasudeva Nanayakkara - Minister of National
Languages and Social Integration)

The Chief Justice is appointed by the Parliamentary

Council. - [Interruption.]

®©F; 8 WS €65 Bwmn
(omressrLll@ rall & HeTTHTIWdS)
(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)
You are absolutely correct, Sir.- [Interruption.]

DO DaggedO BNBNWII TS BWBN

(omrevsrLll@ eurHGHeu HTewTTIWLSSETY)

(The Hon. Vasudeva Nanayakkara)

The Judicial Service Commission is appointed by
none other than - [Interruption.] We are the appointing
authority. - [Interruption.]

®C; 08 G €925¥032 ™0

(mressrLll@ Tall & HenTTHTIdd:)

(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)

That is why | said that. The Government appoints
them. - [Interruption.]

@G DggedO BNBNGE WS Dm0

(orenrfl@ surHGseu BresTTWESTT)

(The Hon. Vasudeva Nanayakkara

You will have to go through your own imagined
paradise of democracy. - [Interruption.]

@G oBed Gedmoesn Swmo

(oresryfl@ swLFT WevSLIT)

(The Hon. Faiszer Musthapha)

Hon. Member, your Motion was to bring in
amendments to the law. But, now you are making
allegations against the whole judicial system. You are
going against the appointment of judges. Your Motion
deals with amending the law to deal with contempt. But
you do not -

®©5; 68 WS 5062 Wm0

(oresrfl@ rafl & HenrTHTwss)

(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)

Do you want to accept my Private Members’ Motion -
[Interruption.]

@G 088 Gedmoro Swmn

(omressrLfl@ wLIFT WerGLIT)

(The Hon. Faiszer Musthapha)

That is what you said. You said that the appointment
of Judges - [Interruption.]
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®©3F; 08 WS €W O

(omevsryLil@ Tall & HETTHTWSS)

(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)

Why do you narrowly take the contempt of court
provision only? - [Interruption.]

@0 088 Gedmaso Bwmo

(omevsrLll@ ewLFT WevGLIT)

(The Hon. Faiszer Musthapha)

You brought in a definition to say what contempt of
court is, and you said that the Appropriation Bill is a
violation. That was passed by a two-thirds majority in
terms of the Constitution.

®©F; 8 WS €W B0

(omevsryLil@ Tall & HETTHTWSS)

(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)

Why did you oppose the judgment given by Justice
Shirani Tilakawardene?

@0 088 Gedmaso Bwmo

(omevsrLll@ ewLFT WevGLIT)

(The Hon. Faiszer Musthapha)

I am not opposing it. It was passed in this Parliament
consequent to the advice of the Attorney-General, by a
special majority, in view of the judgment of Justice
Shirani Tilakawardene. It was passed by a special
majority. This Government will always respect the
Supreme Court. - [Interruption.]

®G; 68 WS E5NW2 Owm0
(orenTyLfl@ rafl & HesTTHTWdS)
(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)
That is not a - [Interruption.]

@G 088 Gedmowso Bwmo
(orenTyLfl@ svLFT WeVSLIT)
(The Hon. Faiszer Musthapha)
That is what you are saying.

®©35; 68 WS EINB2 W™
(oreryfl@ rafl &@HewTTHTWSS)
(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)
This is what the judgment states. | quote:

“.. sans any Parliamentary control, and the abrogation of
powers over public finance in contravention of Article 148 of
the Constitution. This could be cured if amended to read that it
could only be done with Parliamentary approval.”

@0 0oBed Gedmos Ovmo

(omevsTLll@ ewLFT WerGLIT)

(The Hon. Faiszer Musthapha)

That is why we passed it by Parliamentary approval,
through a special majority, consequent to the advice of
the Attorney-General. This came up earlier. You raised
the same objection. - [Interruption.] We got two-thirds
majority and it was passed.

Therefore, the Hon. Member’s Motion, which states
that there is a need to amend the law, has no rationale for
the reason that he just defines what contempt of court is
and he does not deal with the substantive provisions of
the law. We have a mechanism. We have a Constitution.
We have the Judicature Act, under which any person
could be dealt with for contempt of court.

o0 48 8. ersebch dnm

(oreryflg oeds LF. QuGrym)

(The Hon. Ajith P. Perera)

What about the procedure? There is no procedural
law.

@G 088 Gedmorso Bwmo

(orerLfl@ swLFT WeVSLIT)

(The Hon. Faiszer Musthapha)

What "contempt of court" is, is a question of fact. The
procedure is, any act committed in the well of the court or
any act defined to be an act of contempt could be -
[Interruption.]

o @8 8. eseldh Ovm

(orevsryfl@ o2dlg 1F. QuGrym)

(The Hon. Ajith P. Perera)

That is not the question. What is the procedure? There
is no procedural law in this country.

@G 088 Gedmorso Bwmo

(oredrLfl@ swLFT WeVSHLIT)

(The Hon. Faiszer Musthapha)

You are dealing with the substantive law.

o0 48 8. exsebch dnma
(oreryflg oeds LF. QuGrym)
(The Hon. Ajith P. Perera)

No. - [Interruption.]

@G DggedO BNBNG WS Dm0
(orenrfl@ suraGseu BresTTWESTT)
(The Hon. Vasudeva Nanayakkara)

The judicial analysis - [Interruption.]

@G oBed Gedmoesn Swmo

(oresrfl@ swLFT WevSLIT)

(The Hon. Faiszer Musthapha)

The procedure is this. If any person brings to the
notice of court that someone has committed an act of
contempt of court, the court will issue notice and the
Supreme Court rules will apply. Therefore, with regard to
the Motion moved by the Hon. Ravi Karunanayake
stating that the law has to be amended, | respectfully state
that there is a fully-fledged legal mechanism in place to
deal with contempt of court and, in addition, with regard
to the Hon. Sujeewa Senasinghe’s allegation that His
Excellency the President has not considered a certain
report during the impeachment process, | say, is false.
Thank you.
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[3.30 p.m.]

@0 697 B Bwmn (gl ¢@ImsnS)

(omessTyLll@ Doyl aELD - FF HeDLFFT)

(The Hon. Rauff Hakeem - Minister of Justice)

Thank you Mr. Presiding Member. | must say that this
Motion moved by the Hon. Ravi Karunanayake is indeed
a timely one and we have, in fact, taken some steps
towards a comprehensive contempt of court legislation,
which has been a long felt need. Particularly, the several
stakeholders in our justice system have been urging the
Ministry to enact a very comprehensive contempt of court
legislation because of the different experiences we have
gone through - [Interruption.] That is happening. Let me
come to the details.

Some of the Hon. Members referred to a draft
contempt of court legislation that was sent to the Ministry
by the Bar Association of Sri Lanka. That is in our
possession. In addition to that, His Excellency the
President had directed the Law Commission to go into the
same matter. The Law Commission too has now sent us a
draft contempt of court legislation for our consideration.
So, we are in possession of both these documents.

In addition to that, in fact, | must say that His
Excellency President Mahinda Rajapaksa, is the President
who had already done away with another draconian
provision that was contained in our Penal Code, which
related to the criminal defamation aspect. That credit
should also go to His Excellency the President because
this was also something that was hanging over the heads
of several editors and media personnel who had been
hauled up before courts for criminal contempt. That issue
is now behind us and | must say that is an issue, regarding
which this Government could be very proud of. In a
similar vein, it is also proposed -

®F; 8 WS €W O
(omevsrLil@ Tall & HETTHTWSE)
(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)
When was it done away with?

@G 683 0B Owmo

(wrehrfl@ poyti amib)

(The Hon. Rauff Hakeem)

It was in 2007. Criminal defamation was totally taken
out. The Hon. Ajith Perera knows this.

®©5; 08 S €5032 YD
(omevsTLAl@ Tall & HewTTHTIWdS)
(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)
The Hon. Ranil Wickremasinghe did away with it.

@G 68S B Snmo

(wrehr)fl@ poys amsib)

(The Hon. Rauff Hakeem)

No, it was taken away by the Mahinda Rajapakse
administration. |1 was a Member of the Cabinet at that
time.

®©F; 68 WS €65 Bwdn

(omressrLll@ rall & HeTTHTIWdS)

(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)

It is our government that took criminal defamation
away. Why are you distorting such things. You were in
the Cabinet with us.

@G 685 B Swmn

(wrehrfl@ peys an4'iv)

(The Hon. Rauff Hakeem)

Criminal Defamation was an issue that had to be
taken out. Whichever government that did away with it -

®5; 08 WCea25062% Wm0

(oreTLfl@ rafl &HenTTHTIWsS)

(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)

That time the Hon. Ranil Wickremasinghe was the
Prime Minister and Chandrika Kumaratunga was the
President.

@G 35S B® Bwzmn

(1omevsTL)1fl@ eys emeiD)

(The Hon. Rauff Hakeem)

Anyway, full support was given by everyone for the
removal of this provision from the Penal Code of this
country. | must say the Editors’ Guild has been urging me
several times to consider this particular comprehensive
contempt of court legislation, which is now under active
consideration by us.

I must say here very specifically that too harsh a law
on contempt can act as a barrier to the development of a
healthy and vibrant jurisprudence. Ideally a legal system
should encourage both spontaneous and reflective
criticism of judgments while preserving the sanctity and
dignity of the courts and ensuring the smooth and
effective administration of justice. To promote the honest
and accurate publication of reports on court proceedings;
to promote fair and honest comments or analysis of the
judgments in a manner that does not impair the dignity of
the courts or affect the fair administration of justice are
matters that we need to bear in mind. The features of a
new draft law would see to it that there would be honest
and accurate publication of reports on court proceedings
and that any such publications should not amount to
contempt. Publication of court proceedings that tend to
interfere with the course of justice shall not amount to
contempt where the publication was made in good faith
and the publisher was not aware that such proceedings
were pending in a court. No court shall prohibit the
publication of the report of any court proceedings except
where there is a substantial risk or prejudice to the
administration of justice. A comment on a judgment of a
court made fairly and in good faith will not amount to a
contempt of court is another matter that should be borne
in mind.

Therefore, these issues are now under active
consideration. In fact, | did state this in a colloquium
organized by the High Court Judges’ Association in
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collaboration with the Ministry of Justice on "Child
Protection and Victim-Friendly Court Processes" in
September, 2012. |, in fact, referred to the proposal to
bring in a comprehensive Contempt of Court Act. We
have said that the introduction of the contempt of court
legislation is based on the principles of enacting
legislation applicable to all courts of Sri Lanka setting out
a uniform procedure to be followed for the trial of
contempt of court. The draft law defines the offence of
contempt of court and divides the offence to two
categories of “criminal contempt™ and “civil contempt.”
In the meantime, the Ministry of Justice is also mindful of
the dangers of a stringent contempt of court law, which
will act as a barrier to the development of a healthy and
vibrant culture of jurisprudence. Therefore, specific
provisions have been included in the draft law to
encourage freedom of expression, information and
publication as set out in the Constitution. The law also
seeks to protect the publication or reporting of legal
proceedings and fair comments or criticism of a case that
has been heard and decided or pending before court.
Together with this, there is also a long-felt need to
formulate a clear and legal framework for sentencing and
bring in greater clarity, fairness and consistency to the
process which will eventually benefit all concerned. For
this purpose, the Ministry has enlisted the services of the
Federal Attorney-General’s Department of Australia. The
Ministry is already in possession of a draft policy
document and a basic draft law which will be discussed
with all stakeholders in the near future.

Mr. Presiding Member, | propose to discuss this
matter further in the Consultative Committee on Justice.
If | can have sanction from the Cabinet to draft a new law
on contempt which will comprehensively cover every
court in the country, it will be effective. As you know,
there has been some criticism and several cases have
highlighted the issue; particularly the Supreme Court
having invoked its inherent powers to impose sentences
for contempt of court has come into some criticism in the
past. So, having considered all that, we feel that - since
we already have these two draft legislations that have
been submitted to us - on approval by Cabinet, we can
proceed to look into the matter of drafting a
comprehensive contempt of court legislation, which we
can do shortly.

Thank you.

@0 g8 8. eueldh ®vmm

(oressryLil@ 928l 1F. QuGrym)

(The Hon. Ajith P. Perera)

OO0 #HOBROB, 150 Bedn) nITDG RIS @Dew®
5101880 wewsl mer. 0@ BTG RE VIS cvedam
0 wwed Jgw dEde® e® mademwe wCBEEO
gbeon, & Ded® o® B8O vy SHVEeE
an®Bwes gdeon 9PWORTO 0®wd ged emIYdun
8Eed®5Ind vwows “®EH WO BB WOYH WOBDE
B ¢ 0535 O BE.

@G SGS RS Bwmn

(1oredoTLLfl@ meys emeib)

(The Hon. Rauff Hakeem)

That is what | said. - [Interruption.]

o @8 8. eseldh Ovm

(orevsryfl@ 928l 1F. QuGrym)

(The Hon. Ajith P. Perera)

Seew Consultative Committee
oWO»HO?

dod. emuden

@G 35S B® Bwxmn

(1omevsTL1fl@ eys ameiD)

(The Hon. Rauff Hakeem)

No sooner the Cabinet gives us approval to go ahead.

o @8 8. eseldh Ovm

(orevsryfl@ o2dlg 1F. QuGrym)

(The Hon. Ajith P. Perera)

RIS 9©»O Cabinet Paper &= ¢@00¢?

@G 395 RO Bwmn

(wreryfl@ peyts am'iv)

(The Hon. Rauff Hakeem)

I will submit a Cabinet Paper on this issue and then,
the moment | have approval, we will send it. We can right
away send the draft legislations that have been sent to us
both by the Bar Association and the Law Commission
and ask the Legal Draftsman to proceed with it, if the
Cabinet approves. Once the draft is sent to us from the
Legal Draftsman’s Department, we can have it placed
before the Consultative Committee for discussion.

o @8 8. eseldh Ovm

(orevsryfl@ 928l 1F. QuGrym)

(The Hon. Ajith P. Perera)

a5t 0@ By OO ©OED ems®en MECIBBIE
Bz OB, VDO g PO OHNEHBO 0® 6wdHBx0d
98B8ur mOmYD?

@G 35S B® Bwzmn

(1omevsTL1fl@ eys ameiD)

(The Hon. Rauff Hakeem)

This has been a matter on which the Editors' Guild has
been pressurizing our Government several times. | will
submit the Cabinet Paper soon.

o0 @8 8. eseldh Onm
(revwsryfl@ gl 1F. QuGrym)
(The Hon. Ajith P. Perera)
Thank you very much.

G220 @IE S0

(sewevewwgTHRIGL 2 MIlilesri j6euiaer)

(The Presiding Member)

Then, 1 call upon the Hon. Ravi Karunanayake to
wind up.
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[3.41 p.m.]

®©F; 08 WS €W B0

(omevsrLil@ Tall & [HETTHTWSE)

(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)

Thank you, Mr. Presiding Member, for granting me
the opportunity to make the winding-up speech on this
Private Members’ Motion. Let me thank the Hon.
Sujeewa Senasinghe, the Hon. Ajith P. Perera, the Hon.
Faiszer Musthapha and the Minister, Hon. Rauff Hakeem
for contributing to this Motion.

I am happy that |1 have been able to buttress the
process you intend bringing forward with the Law
Commission and the Bar Association having mooted an
idea on the matter of contempt of court. It is pertinent that
they have done so. | would like the reflections of the
Hon. Members of Parliament that came up during this
Private Member’s Motion also to be taken into
consideration. | call upon a Select Committee to be
appointed while the Consultative Committee is going on
to ensure that this is carried out on a fast track and
concluded within the quickest possible time.

Sir, there were various ideas that came up but in the
end, the idea of this Motion is to protect and improve
democracy through the various institutions that basically
administer such laws. But, as you know, today, there
seems to be an erosion of democracy in our country
owing to the arrogation of powers of the Supreme Court
or any other court by other institutions. "Injustice
anywhere is a threat to justice everywhere", said Martin
Luther King. We must do things not only for some
selected people but for all the people. That is my intention
in bringing this Private Members’ Motion. | am happy
that it is in the hands of an efficient and eminent Minister.
I only hope that the Cabinet would not stymie his
enthusiasm and ensure that legislation is brought in as
soon as possible.

Also, as you quite rightly said, credit must be given
for criminal defamation being taken out of the statute
books. That was done by no other Government, but by the
United National Party Government, where you were a
Minister with us from 2001 to 2004, and the credit must
go to the Hon. Ranil Wickremasinghe, who was the Prime
Minister then and who weathered many storms to take
that off and give the benefits to the people. But, later, he
basically repented thinking why we did that because
today, journalists are using it, to our absolute disgust, to
bring about, as you know, racial disharmony, religious
disharmony and also for engaging in political bickering,
hiding and shielding behind that very criminal law we
took away. Never mind, we have no regrets because we
have done the correct thing the right way.

So, all I want you to do is to ensure that this is brought
in as soon as possible and that we have a free and fair
society without fear or favour to anybody. Also, ensure

that it is not only the Members of the Opposition who
would be harassed, but the Members of the Government
would also get the same treatment that the Opposition
Members would get in the future.

Thank you.
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Sir, | rise to a point of Order.
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What is your point of Order?
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Whereupon THE HON. GAYANTHA KARUNATILEKA left the
Chair and MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN OF COMMITTEES took the
Chair.
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Bewrdes mcm swisn®o

(ewdseflsr LNrsls salsrari jauissr)

(Mr. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

The Hon. Manusha Nanayakkara - [Pause]. Not here.
The next speaker is the Hon. Alhaj A.H.M. Azwer.

[5.45 p.m.]

0 gCd £.00.08. 2508 Bwmn
(omedTyLll@ VAN TE 67.6TF.6TLD. Sy6VV6UNT)
(The Hon. Alhaj A.H.M. Azwer)

Bismillahir Rahmanir Raheem.

Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees, | think it is a
worthwhile Motion that my Friend, the Hon. Ajith
Kumara moved in the House. | was very interested and
listening to the Hon. Gayantha Karunatileka’s almost
musical speech covering all aspects of the cultural and
historical aspects of Galle in the Southern Province. |
would like to remind the House, Sir, that in -

Bewrdehs 00 ewresBn®o

(ewsseaflsr Urdls sallFreri ojeurser)

(Mr. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Order, please! Will an Hon. Member propose the Hon.
Gayantha Karunatileka to take the Chair?

@0 gl 5.00.08. 23Dl Swmo

(LomedTLLll@ VAN TE 67.6TF.6TLD. Sy6VV6UIT)

(The Hon. Alhaj A.H.M. Azwer)

| propose that the Hon. Gayantha Karunatileka do now
take the Chair.

@0 g8 8. erueldh ®vm
(oressryLil@ 928l 1F. QuGrym)
(The Hon. Ajith P. Perera)

E8zY 6480 oz &

2 CLoTlEmi.
Seconded.

gaw E@ewz 8o, et eO8zm S,
allsorr aAQSHLILIL(B) sTHmYsClETeTaTLILIL L gy
Question put, and agreed to.

GO Hoewlehs @om wenedn® Gerwmnewss’ gdxn
8, 00 ooz w0 esScm Cwmr Besz900:6 Se.

Ysor  Um, @Gussaflsr  Lrsls  sellFEreri
YSBTFTG STy  YHVBey, oreTLIE HUhs
YYUITHET HENGVWLD 6155 T FH6IT.

Whereupon MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN OF COMMITTEES left
the Chair, and THE HON. GAYANTHA KARUNATILEKA took the
Chair.

Y Ui FHeT
BIGETTSHIVE5 5

@0 g8 5.90.08. g0l Swm

(LomevsTLLOl@ VAN TEY 67.6TF.6TLD. Jy6VV6UIT)

(The Hon. Alhaj A.H.M. Azwer)

Sir, 1 moved an Adjournment Motion on the 5th of
July, 2012, on the protection of Galle Fort as a national
heritage - wog 0090 “Bm c6@ex oce dm B -
&medl GariswLsmw Caw wryfledwwTasl UTSHISTSHSH6D -

I think we had a very good and quite a useful debate
in the House. The Hon. (Dr.) Jagath Balasuriya, the
Minister of National Heritage, was able to give us a very
heartening reply on that occasion. "emen coss g0 »oed
@ gob 88" Bw nOB S¢ @ OO Bdocw PO e,
M@ yoOded G emID BEAcOHB a8 O o® wwedd
018080 @D EmW weg. g Ved Spwied e®®
©wdds»nd and GO e se B8EICOO wimdd BBed®
3DEO 30 @1d Bedmo.

Galle is a very famous Southern-most town. Quite
interestingly, when we cross from Singapore to
Malaysia, we find Johor Bahru, a town similar to the
Galle Fort. Both were built by the Portuguese or the
Dutch at that time. Although Anuradhapura and
Polonnaruwa are much older than Galle, they are
effectively abandoned cities. The modern towns are
divorced from the ancient ruins. In contrast, both old and
new Galle have still remained vibrant. It is a vibrant
town and | must also say that it rose like a phoenix from
the ashes after tsunami ravaged the Southern Province.
The whole of Galle Fort, the city and the suburbs were
all destroyed by the ravaging sea water at that time.

Now, it has been rebuilt by this Government and we
find a modern city coming up there. Historians believe
Galle may have been the city of Tarshish, where King
Solomon obtained gems and spices, but it became
prominent only with the arrival of the Europeans. Ibn
Battuta, the famous globe-trotter who came from
Morocco, set foot in Galle and there are historical
anecdotes that he has collected and written into a book
which has been read and re-read by people in the whole
world because it is an international document. A
documentation is what my Friend is asking for.

In 1505, a Portuguese fleet bound for the Maldives
was blown off course and took shelter in the harbour.
Apparently, on hearing a cock - "galo" in Portuguese -
crowing, they gave the town its name. Another slightly
less dubious story is that the name is derived from the
Sinhala word gala - the rock. Incidentally, we are not
referring to the rock that the Opposition is always talking
in this House in the Hambantota Harbour. This is the real
rock - gala. What | mean is the rock.

In 1589, during one of their periodic squabbles with
the Kingdom of Kandy, the Portuguese built a small Fort,
which they named "Santa Cruz". Later, they extended it
with a series of bastions and walls. But, the Dutch, who
took Galle in 1640, destroyed most traces of Portuguese
presence. This is what happened in the coastal areas -
from Matara all along the coastline up to Mantai, which
was the old name and where Ibn Battuta landed,
Kalpitiya, Puttalam - these foreign forces came here and
destroyed our culture and heritage.

After the construction of the Fort in thel7th Century,
Galle was the main port of Sri Lanka for more than 200
years. Such an important place Galle was and an
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important stop for boats and ships travelling between
Europe and Asia. However, by the time Galle passed into
British hands in 1796, commercial interest was turning
towards Colombo. The construction of the breakwaters in
the Colombo Harbour in the late 19th Century sealed
Galle's status as a secondary harbour though it still
handles some shipping and yachts. It is a lively town, a
city - a model city for the whole world and we have to
protect it.

The Hon. Member asked for documentation of the
historical value of that Fort. It is very important. | have a
book written in Tamil with me here -

6TGUTEUOTLILI 61 S5 61T

(usvgiempaFTI SL_(He» TS EHLD

QFsuallsEnid) - 9. sewrugliisrener -

@ st @evBiens PILTLIys Fn L (HSSTURTSSET SLOPLI
Lfeyls uewfliiumeryras @)eurr uewflyf&lssTpmi.
I ETEMLOEHHTVSHV B)evdhalwid, ssvall, sursvrm GHrLiLmrss
Iui TSl sl (Pewrser  @Qbs BT  YHTS
@LQupmmsHlsiiper. @G0  FLL Ssremll  sHewSWIT
BevgenTL 6 ((pH8HF BeVHEHITL 6T FL L BIMIeUssT LBIGSTIT)
documentation statute - eresrm
SmVLILNGCV OPHTET sp(h SL_(HewT 6Tl (HoHS DT,

IUTHET DYSOUT FL_L_BISH6T -

"Qenimnsmwl Qurmissaenrulls) Feniensullsd (&) HboHd  Inlgi

LIS EIEE 2, BT BT 6TEITLIEN G 6ThS FLU_L_ggler
9 EHELOEL LI Lo ?"
stetTm Gaeiralld @,

"@evmbien g uilsd QurgFFL L ib, Gmmiwesr L F&EFFL_LID
2_eirereGleusiTmih LilreumLd allFlaflevd @ emd @ S|eMLOW FH6V

QarggiflenwseEpid @)UIQUTSIFFL LSBT Y EHewLdh@ 2 L LI L eTeur@L."
eTedTmID &L (Hengullsd @GulLi Hsrermi.

Therefore, Sir, it is very important that these historical
places must be safeguarded, protected and fostered for
posterity.

| also must say, Sir, that the Hon. Ajith Kumara and
you yourself spoke about several historical sites. There is
one famous mosque built 800 years ago, supposed to be
the first mosque built in the Southern Province, Kachchuli
Dharga (Ziyaram). After tsunami, it was destroyed and
some Memon friends came and built a nice mosque on the
right side of the road at Katugoda and on the left side this
Kachchuli Dharga is there, where a saint is also buried. |
think last time also | mentioned that the Government must
take some interest in order to revive activities there.

Then, also there are the Nawinne Sheikh Madar
Mosque and the Thalapitiya Grand Mosque. They were
also built about 800 years ago, during the time of the
Portuguese. sa0ssr ugImL usTefl svGsul_H - The late
Hon. (Dr.) W. Dahanayake, when he was a Member of
Parliament, brought those stones here indicating the

historical value of that place - where Portuguese have
landed - and how Muslims, particularly Muslim ladies,
were able to drive those invaders away. All those things

are - s60Gsul_® - Those stones are there and those things

must be taken into archaeological account and must be
even recorded for people to understand what has really
happened.

Mention was made about the Galle Fort Meeran
Mosque. It was built during the time of the Dutch. There
is also Al-Bahjathul Ibrahimiya Arabic College, a fine
historical building of architecture. It was built by the first
Consul- General of the Ottoman Empire, Sir Mohamed
Macan Markar, who was also the first Muslim Minister in
the State Council. He was the Minister of
Communication.

Then, behind the Galle bus stand, in the China Garden
there is a mosque. A lot of Malays are living there. It was
built in Hijri 123. That was about 1,300 years ago during
the period of Abbasi rule and Ma'mun al-Rasid was
ruling Baghdad. Even the Kings of Sri Lanka sent jewels
to Ma'mun al-Rasid of Baghdad through Galle.

The Galle Cultural Islamic Centre is also another
important institution which is located in the Galle Fort.
They celebrated the Golden Jubilee Celebrations. I am
happy to state that our Chief Guest was the Deputy
Speaker, the Hon. Chandima Weerakkody. Even a stamp
was issued. Mr. M. Zikfi, the President and all the other
Members must be congratulated for the efforts that they
have taken.

Katugoda Mohideen Jumma Mosque was built by
late Hon. A.R.M. Thassim, a philanthropist. I think we
have to protect that place also.

Then, there is the Masjid Ya Hussain. It is an 800-
year old Mosque. It was destroyed by the tsunami but
was rebuilt again. Then, there is the Gintota
Kurunduwatta Jumma Mosque. Then, there are the
churches such as the Anglican Church and the Roman
Catholic Church. Then, there is also the Shiva Kovil and
the other kovils in Galle.

Sir, | think it is very important that we, as a nation,
must survive. A nation must have history. A person must
have his parents. Without parents there is no individual.
There is the father and the mother that you love and
respect. Likewise, we have to respect the historical values
of our country and it must be properly documented.

There is just one more matter | want to refer to. | have
to digress from my main subject because of my good
Friend, the Hon. Ajith Perera. He was talking about
Rizana Nafeek. No, it is wrong. Do not play politics with
that poor girl. We tried our best to get her released. The
Head of the State, His Excellency himself wrote to His
Majesty the King of Saudi Arabia twice and so many
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deputations were sent. We must understand the Shariah
Law. The mother must give pardon and she refused to
give pardon even at the last moment. It was brutal on the
part of that mother. We also went and saw the mother of
this poor girl several times, Saiyadu Farina Nafeek in Safi
Nagar, Mutur and we blamed her for sending abroad a
small girl like this. She replied, “Sir, we have no way to
live".

"STBIGEHGE UTPAISDE 6UFd HewLWTE. HjeuHeL W
SBIHELOTT @) (HoHHTDTTHsT, SOL] spHouHd @) HbSlermmir.
IUTHMETL) LGS  DULILISDHTSHLD
Qb
@I GETTID; LIGRTLD - &Td FIDLTHLILSDSHTS jeVeV" 6TETM)

QM ofewLd

H119.80& 66U M & TH 6| LD Ulstememewws  BIkidssi

Ojeuir GlFTedreRImIT.

I must say the First Lady Shiranthi Rajapaksa visited
that place last week immediately after the 65"
Independence Celebrations, a grand celebration that was
held in the Esplanade of Trincomalee in the Eastern
Province. The Army has been asked to build a house for
them and now they are doing it.

Therefore, Sir, we feel very sorry. There was only
“one shot” in this House, who was always trying to make
political capital out of it and | do not want my good
Friend, the Hon. Ajith Perera, to transform himself into
the “second shot”. All the shots are over in Saudi Arabia.
Now, we have to look after her parents, sisters, brothers
and others. That will be done by the Government. I,
myself went to Dawadmi, the village where Rizana was
working and where this infant was born. We met the
grandfather and the entire tribe - the Otaibah Tribe -
coming from the time of the Holy Prophet. But, whatever
it is - es o 8oz - stone-like. This woman had a stone
heart. She would not budge an inch. At the last moment
she was told, “Now, this poor child has been imprisoned
for seven years, therefore, please pardon her now". She
said, “No, she must die in front of me”. So, how can you
change the mind and heart of such stone-like people?

Mr. Presiding Member, thank you very much for the
time given to me. I commend the Hon. Ajith Kumara for
bringing this Motion. Not only in the Southern Province,
everywhere there are a lot of historical things. The other
day, they were talking about the three Rajadhaniyas in the
Kurunegala District. There are historical places in Jaffna
and in the Trincomalee District and also in areas like
Colombo itself. When | was the Minister of State for
Muslim Religious and Cultural Affairs, | published books
district by district, Sir. But, it is not being done today. We
had celebrations - Meelad-un-Nabi Celebrations and other
celebrations - and distributed those educational books
printed with the assistance of my then secretary, Alhaj
S.H.M. Jameel, a great writer himself and Meeran
Mohideen. Those books were available. Sir, thank you
for your patience.

[e.20. 6.00]
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(The Hon. Ajith P. Perera)
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Whereupon THE HON. GAYANTHA KARUNATILEKA left the
Chair and MR. DEPUTY SPEAKER took the Chair.
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Question put, and agreed to.
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Adjourned accordingly at 7.03 p.m. until 1.00 p.m. on Tuesday,
19th February, 2013.
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