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The Parliament met at 1.30 p.m.,
MR. SPEAKER [THE HON. CHAMAL RAJAPAKSA] in the
Chair.
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SELECT COMMITTEE TO RECOMMEND AND REPORT ON
POLITICAL AND CONSTITUTIONAL MEASURES TO EMPOWER

THE PEOPLES OF SRI LANKA TO LIVE AS ONE NATION :
MEMBERS
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(Mr. Speaker)
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(The Hon. John Amaratunga)
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CONSULTATIVE COMMITTEE ON PRODUCTIVITY
PROMOTION : SUBSTITUTION OF MEMBER
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(Mr. Speaker)
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(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena - Minister of Water Supply

and Drainage and Chief Government Whip)
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Jagath Balasuriya - Minister of National

Heritage)

@0 ®OIBNEDROB, O s8EeEe®, 20E, siwdEn,
g 279 o Hhmmed 888 99. gednm Owmensy
Clae coudn BEnsIOs.

©0T Doggedd ZNGWWENG um (HB® oz ®o
68028 SO §OImBRE)

(wresryfl aureGgeu premrwssTy - Csw Gurflser,
FePSH PHMWLILTL () HHLOEFFT)

(The Hon. Vasudeva Nanayakkara - Minister of National
Languages and Social Integration)
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(The Hon. Ajith Kumara)
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(The Hon. S.C. Mutukumarana)

OO ®OINBHROB, OO OBy, EIOYEE, WROEDD
8288 8.8, oddidmden Quwmees’ CiRe ouTe®xn
8w xID8.

988 WO ¢ eoB® e csned® 8Ede i0m
80000 ;083 379 &3 Bowlw 20 GE.

FOTFLNGHIIL L 10505 HDTLI GIITHIOEDS SAPeYbETF FIL L
L 1_ewerufl_ LI 1 gj.

Petitions ordered to be referred to the Committee on Public
Petitions.
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MILCO (PVT.) LIMITED : INVESTIGATION OFFICERS
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(The Hon. Buddhika Pathirana)
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asked the Minister of Livestock and Rural Community
Development:

(@

Will he state -

(i) the number of posts of Investigation Officer
in the approved cadre of the MILCO (Pvt.)
Limited;

(ii) separately, the name, address, date of
recruitment, age as at the date of
recruitment  and  educational  and
professional  qualifications of  each
investigation officer recruited to the

institution from May 2010 up to date;
(iii) whether applications called by means of a
public notice, were considered when
recruiting them; and
(iv) if not, the procedure followed in making the
aforesaid appointments ?

(it)

(iif)
(iv)

©

1294

whether certified copies of all the
investigation reports compiled by those
officers will be submitted;

whether Investigation Officers have been
dismissed; and

separately, the names of the officers who
were dismissed along with the dates on
which they were dismissed and the reasons
for dismissal ?

If not, why ?

®0; OD. 8. By Dvm (8@ OB W GBw Yk
80805 Bewlts ¢imsn®)

(orewrfl@ 6. i, WSTLTEY - HT6VBDL euaTTLiL, Slymiflw
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(The Hon. H.R. Mithrapala - Deputy Minister of Livestock
and Rural Community Development)
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(b)  Will he also state in relation to the period from the
' " () acg evned.
date of recruitment to 29™ February, 2012; HGED est000D* 5.
(1) the s.alaries and allowances, transport and * es0r0@ucs O 2D G¢ HOGO:

subsistence allowances, food, bonus and FUTLTL S5 PSS L GewanTiLy ©

other allowances paid to each Investigation Annexes tabled:

Officer in each month separately; #8§e® 01
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asked the Minister of Child Development and
Women’s Affairs:

(a)  Will he inform this House -

(i) whether a Women’s Charter, which
safeguards the rights of women in Sri
Lanka, has been publicized,;

(i) of the basic elements included in the
aforesaid Charter for safeguarding the rights
of women; and

(iii) whether steps have been taken to confer
legal effect to Sri Lanka Women’s Charter?

(b) Ifnot, why?
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(The Hon. Tissa Karalliyadde - Minister of Child
Development and Women’s Affairs)
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asked the Minister of Economic Development:
(a)  Will he state -

(M

(i
(iif)
(iv)
v)
(vi)

(vii)

the date on which a project for the
production of coir containers targeting
Samurdhi recipient families in the
Panduwasnuwara East and West Divisional
Secretaries' Divisions was initiated;

the objective of initiating the aforesaid
project;

the amount of money allocated for that
purpose;

the number of families that would benefit
under the aforesaid project;

separately, the annual production of this
project since the inception up to now;

the names of the institutions which purchase
those products; and

the level of progress achieved by the
aforesaid project by now?

(b) Ifnot, why?
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(@) @erCmeb, sresr?

asked the Minister of Fisheries and Aquatic Resources

Development:

(a)  Will he inform this House -

(1) the date on which the factory that has been
started in Galle for processing canned fish
was launched;

(ii) the institution which bears the ownership of
the factory;

(iii)) the expected annual production of the
factory;

(iv) the type or types of fish that is used for
canning;

(v) the daily fish requirement of the factory;
and

(vi) the local daily production of the
aforementioned type or types of fish used
for canning by the factory?

(b)  Will he state -
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(i) whether fish that is required for the
aforesaid canned fish factory are being
imported;

(i)  if not, whether it has been planned to do so;

(iii)  the names of the countries from which the
aforementioned fish are imported or it is
expected to do so; and

(iv) the quantity of fish that is imported or
expected to import monthly?

(¢) Ifnot, why?
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asked the Minister of Environment and Renewable

Energy:

(@)

(b)

(©)

Is he aware that -

(1) before the year 2012, qualified persons were
selected for the post of Assistant Regional
Manager of the State Timber Corporation
from among the site Officers and Stores
Officers employed in the Corporation,
through a competitive examination and an
interview; and

(i) from the year 2012 onwards, the aforesaid
competitive examination has not been held
and appointments for the above position
were made by holding only an interview ?

Will he state whether action will be taken to stop
the recruitments made as mentioned in (a)(ii)
above and to make the recruitments in the same
manner it was done prior to 2012 ?
If not, why?
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asked the Minister of Health:
(a)  Will he state -

(M)

(i)

(iif)

whether the Government pursues fiee
health service along with free medicine to
patients;

if so, amount of money allocated to the
Ministry of Health for recurrent
expenditure for the year 2011 and 2012;
and

the amount of money allocated for free
medicine in the year 2011 and 2012?

(b)  Will he also state -

)

(ii)

(iii)

(iv)

the most frequently prescribed and used 25
medicines in the Government hospitals in
the year 2011 and 2012;

the values of those medicines separately in
the year 2011 and 2012;

whether they are imported or manufactured
in Sri Lanka; and

as to why the patients complain that they
have to buy medicines from outside
pharmacies due to the unavailability of
medicines in Government hospitals?

(¢) Ifnot why?

odt cES

3@ ®)

2eznwm Owmr (eweds Bewduss

(oreryll g wells Herprss - sa&rsrr rd oewser)

(The Hon. Lalith Dissanayake - Deputy Minister of Health)

OO DOIBNBHROB, @895 ¢LIHBRS EDRNEDST OO
08 yE»WO BERS @cmds.

@® O oo
(if)
Rl 8600EBB YO BB @ rghw (G7)
2011 53,340,592,000.00 (8Bw» 53,340,592)
2012 59,258,300,000.00 (8Bw» 59,258.3)
(iii)
D8sn | Resd wewo 00T WE YBBED Yoenn
(50
2011 16,617,492,430.00 (8Bw» 16,617,492)
2012 17,000,000,000 (88w 17,000)
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* Annexes tabled.:

#7Yewe-01

Item No. Item Description
01 Paracetamol Tablet 500mg
02 Metformin Tablet 500mg ,
03 . |Chlorpheniramine maleate T/ablgt 4mg
04 Atorvastatin calcium Tablet 10mg
05 Folic acid Tablet 5Smg
06 Amoxicillin Capsule 250mg
07 Calcium lactate Tablet 300mg
08 Diclofenac Sodium Tablet 25 mg
09 Enalapril maleate Tablet Smg
10 Losartan Potassium tablet 50mg
11 Omeprasole Capsule 20mg
12 Captopril Tablet 25mg
13 Famotidine Tablet 20mg
14 Tolk ide Tablet 500mg
15 Nifedipine Slow Release Tablet 20mg
16 |Prednisolone Tablet Sﬁg
17 Cloxacillin Capsules 250mg
18 Ibuprofen Tablet 200mg
19 Salbutamol Tatlet 4mg
20 Glibenclamide Tablet 5mg
21 Clopidogrel tablet 75Smg
22 Atenolol Tablet 50 mg
23 Frusemide Tablet 40 mg
24 Hydrochlorothiazide tablet 25mg
25 Mebendazole Tablet 100mg
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#Yw®-02

Item No. Item Description

2011 Amount (Rs)

2012 Amount (Rs)

01 Paracetamol Tablet 500mg

170,622,827.60

287,776,312.40

02 Metformin Tablet 500mg ‘. ,128,511,262.00| 164,365,476.00
03 Chilorpheniramine n%aleate Tablet 4mg 24,836,980.00 22,500,100.00|
04 Atorvastatin calcium Tablet 10mg 92,943,776.70! 121,194,951.30
05 Folic acid Tablet 5mg 24,346,413.00 23,205,000.00]

06 Amoxicillin Capsule 250mg

321,222,930.00

268,411,080.00

07 Calcium lactate Tablet 300mg

18,747,405.60

22,845,314.80,

08 Diclofenac Sodium Tablet 25 mg

16,486,293.60

11,529,235.20

09 Enalapril maleate Tablet 5mg 34,146,000.00) 61,354,440.00
10 Losartan Potassium tablet 50mg ' 43,722,201.60 119,419,142.40
11 Omeprasole Capsule 20mg 57,030,267.00| 57,053,728.20
12 Captopril Tablet 25mg 124,210,000.00 121,197,000.00
13 Famotidine Tablet 20mg 30,343,856.00 62,533,924.00
14 Tolbutamide Tablet 500mg 52,611,200.00| 65,408,050.00
15  |Nifedipine Slow Release Tablet 20mg 14,582,490.00 13,355,850.00|
16 Prednisolone Tablet 5Smg 51,765,408.00 54,229,680.00
17 Cloxacillin Capsules 250mg 123,169,200.00 132,746,110.00
18 Ibuprofen Tablet 200mg 15,650,458.80 16,137,978.00
19 Salb | Tablet 4mg 19,592,937.00 15,235,038.00
20 |Glibenclamide Tablet Smg 6,212,319.30 7,368,323.40
21 Clopidogrel tablet 75mg 97,787,700.00 63,860,040.00
22 Atenolol Tablet 50 mg 11,718,690.00 26,875,680.00
23 Frusemide Tablet 40 mg 19,807,100.00 25,586,050.00
24 Hydrochlorothiazide tablet 25mg 5,185,180.00 6,367,900.00
25 le Tablet 100mg 4,813,072.00 26,813,864.00)

Tohnl 1,510,065,968.20 1,797,370,267.70)
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@) @Gy, ereir?

asked the Minister of Health:

(a) Is he aware that though instructions have been
given by the National Drugs Regulatory Authority
to the effect that the type of gel called Lignocaine
Hydrochloride which may cause side effects
should be disposed of from the 9 ™ of April 2012,
in certain hospitals, the aforesaid type of gel is still
used to treat patients?

(b)  Will he state -

(i) whether a successful programme has been
initiated to dispose of the aforesaid gel;

(i) whether the officials concerned are directed
to find out the hospitals where the aforesaid
gel is in use and to dispose of it; and

(iii) as to why an another type of gel which is
harmless for patients for local anesthesia is
not imported, instead of the aforesaid type
of gel?

(¢)  Ifnot, why?
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@)r@med, ersir?

asked the Minister of Health:

(a)

(b)

©

Is he aware that -

)

a large number of irregularities, corruption
and frauds such as importation of
substandard medicine, improper storing of
medicine, undue concealing of medicine, re
-use of expired medicine and importation
of unregistered medicine had taken place
during the past five years; and

still, the officials concerned, are following a
policy of silence?

Will he state -

(M)

(ii)

(ii)

whether a report will be submitted to this
House with regard to the irregularities,
corruptions and frauds that have taken
place within the above period in the
Ministry of Health;

the actions that have been taken against the
officials who are connected with the
aforesaid  corruptions,  frauds  and
irregularities; and

the reasons that are led not to pay proper
attention towards the aforementioned types
of irregularities that are taking place risking
the lives of patients?

If not, why?
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asked the
Conservation:

Minister of Wildlife Resources

(a) Is he aware that, despite passing of the Fauna and
Flora Protection Ordinance with a view to
protecting fauna and flora, certain sections of that
Ordinance have been amended in order to satisfy
the needs of various politicians and businessmen?

(b)  Will he inform this House -

(i) the Sections of the Fauna and Flora
Protection Ordinance that have been
amended as aforesaid;

(i) the new Acts that are expected to get
passed after amending the aforesaid
Sections; and

(iii) the persons who took action with the need
to include the amendments to the aforesaid
Ordinance as mentioned in (a) above?

(¢) Ifnot, why?
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(The Hon. Gamini Wijith Wijayamuni De Zoysa - Minister
of Wildlife Resources Conservation)
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(The Hon. Nimal Siripala de Silva - Minister of Irrigation

and Water Resources Management and Leader of the House

of Parliament)
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Yes. That is what we have promised. We have gone
before the international community. We cannot get away
from it unless they agree.
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(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena - Minister of Water Supply

and Drainage and Chief Government Whip)
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(The Hon. M. Joseph Michael Perera)
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(The Hon. Murugesu Chandrakumar - Deputy Chairman of

Committees)
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Whereupon MR. SPEAKER left the Chair, and MR. DEPUTY

CHAIRMAN OF COMMITTEES [THE HON. MURUGESU
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(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)

Mr. Deputy Chairman of Committees, I get up with a
sense of sadness to speak on my Colleague and Friend
who is no more with us. The Hon. (Dr.) Jayalath
Jayawardana was a man for all seasons. It can be from his
medical fraternity, from his educational background, from
his political background or even representing the very
devoted Catholic that he was; he did it with a lot of zeal
and commitment. That was the same idea that was thrust
on to me by him because he was very instrumental in the
political journey that I have come along.

Jayalath Jayawardana was a devoted a Catholic but he
did not use this as a tool. He embraced that all religions
are one and the same and it is the same hill that we climb,
but basically it is the manner we live that represents our
true religion. At times, he was questioned with regard to
certain things that he did but he was able to prove to the
people who accused him, of the genuineness of whatever
he did. So, that was what Jayalath Jayawardana was.

As explained by the other Members, he was a doctor
who treated others but neglected himself. Today, at the
young age of 59, he is no more. That was simply because
his political commitments overran his true medical
commitments that he had to undergo. As a matter of fact,
I can still remember his son, Kavinda and his daughter
Vindya telling me with tears in their eyes, that when he
should have done a bypass in London, owing to the fact
that he had to take a rest in London, he said, “No, I will
have a stent put rather than a bypass that needs additional
time”. That was the type of the person he was, whom we
are talking about here today. It was an untimely death, but
he was a person who needs to be spoken of and certain
things need to be emulated and to be taken forward.

As 1 said, he was multifaceted and was also able to
represent himself anywhere. He finally contested for the
Gampaha District but he was a person who had an ability
to move around in the Colombo District very well. He
first represented Avissawella, thereafter Kaduwela and
today, until our Leader, the Hon. Ranil Wickremasinghe
said, I did not know that he has also represented Colombo
West. That was the reason why he was able to help me so
much. When I was thrust into politics - I was a National
List MP - I was challenged also by my good Friend, the
Hon. Jeyaraj Fernandopulle, a person who is no more, to
come into active politics. At that time, I still remember
Jayalath giving me all his assistance, all his connections
and I was able to make an impact; thanks to him.

So, here we are; many speak of the good virtues after
a person is no more. But, here, today everybody is able to
speak of one thing across the Floor: the good things that
he did and the negatives that have been proven wrong
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even in the late stage. At this particular moment, I would
like to mention certain things over which he was very sad.
Owing to the very close relationship that he had across
the divide, he did certain things personally from the belief
that Sri Lanka is a multicultural, multi-religious society
and he embraced the same sense of vision that the Rt.
Hon. D.S. Senanayake had - the Sinhalese, the Tamils, the
Muslims, the Burghers and the Malays, be it Buddhists,
Catholics, Hindus or the believers of Islam, all of them
have the same right to live in this country as Sri Lankans
and that was the true spirit he fought for. He went
overseas and represented his views and when he did that
in the last couple of months, he was tagged with certain
names. But, today people are saying, “Sorry, for uttering
them”. Even just before his death, there were Ministers of
the Government who said, “If the Government could
pursue what Jayalath did, we would not be in the mess
that we are in today”.

So, all we can basically say today is that we must
learn from politicians who are able to reach across the
Floor to either side and have the ability to move people
into various quarters. As the Hon. (Dr.) Mervyn Silva
said, he was very close to the Vatican. His connections
were able to help many. The Hon. Ranil Wickremasinghe
was able to get the first appointment this year simply
because of the Hon. (Dr.) Jayalath Jayawardana.

Likewise, he was very close with the Buddhist clergy.
Sometimes, he was able to get things done from the
Mahanayake Theros more than a Buddhist Member of
Parliament could do. That is what you have got to learn
from him. His Eminence Cardinal Malcolm Ranjith as
well as the Bishop of Mannar were very close to him. As
a matter of fact, at the funeral of the Hon. (Dr.) Jayalath
Jayawardana, the Bishop of Mannar uttered something
and he thereafter also called me and said, “What Jayalath
did should continue within the Party”. So, at this
particular moment, I would like to say on behalf of
Jayalath, we will certainly help and continue what
Jayalath has been doing.

In the last couple of days when he was medically
unfit, through the tearing eyes of his daughter, Vindya
and son Kavinda, we knew that his days were nearing.
Just before he was taken to Singapore - I know the Hon.
(Dr.) Rajitha Senaratne did a lot on that score - when
Mela and I went to the Intensive Care Unit to see him, he
looked at us, held our hands and said, “Pray for me”. I
remember that with a sense of sadness. When he was
operated in Singapore, Kavinda came down and said,
“The operation was successful” and we thought
everything was all right.

Sir, what I want to say is, he had a close relationship
not only with me but with Mela as well and more than
that with our Party because he was able to bring together

people who had different opinions. I know today there are
Ministers in the Government who were non-existent
politicians but he was able to bring them into active
politics and all of them in one voice say, “If not for
Jayalath’s inspiration and motivation, we would not have
been in politics".

Sir, the only other thing that I need to say is that his
genuine political pursuit needs to be carried forward. I am
happy to hear that his son, Kavinda, has expressed desire
and that he will be able to fill the vacuum that my good
Friend and our good Colleague has left. While Ujitha,
Kavinda and Vindya will miss him, we will also miss his
absence and all we could basically say is, let his soul rest
in peace. We will certainly continue the job that he
wanted to do in the best of our spirits, to the best of our
ability, so that his name will be remembered for long.

Thank you.
[a.20. 4.08]
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(Mr. Deputy Chairman of Committees)
The next speaker is the Hon. Gayantha Karunatileka.
Before he starts, will an Hon. Member propose the Hon.
(Dr.) (Mrs.) Sudharshini Fernandopulle to take the Chair?

O yedh 8. Yuedn BuIde (88e®xIn mOYn
@1 8w)

(wrewryfl@ (SHwgd) #CwsT of. wGsFer - LTTTEHLGTD
OIVICUVBET H[EVLOFFIT)

(The Hon. (Mrs.) Sumedha G. Jayasena - Minister of
Parliamentary Affairs)

I propose that the Hon. (Dr.) (Mrs.) Sudharshini

Fernandopulle do now take the Chair.

g S8z 8, etwr @@ Sas.
aflearr ilBlabsLILIL (5) 6Tmmys GlsmeremLiLIL L gy.
Question put, and agreed to.
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Whereupon MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN OF COMMITTEES left
the Chair, and THE HON. (DR) (MRS.) SUDHARSHINI
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(The Presiding Member)
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(The Hon. H.R. Mithrapala)
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®o 8. ¥ 8esy ®wmo
(wresstyfl@ 5. amiflesir)
(The Hon. P. Harrison)

S8y IS0 wom @&
2 GLorBlGEmi.
Seconded.

g 88z 8, weo @@ Ses.
sUleorir BB LI (B) TMHMYS CIBTairemLILIL L G).
Question put, and agreed to.

e ® ©6 (e0dexs) 9elRB yonustguced wxn'dw
Genessy 90 Howsy, ©o derim WOTBR® Ovmo
Boes2390;8) Ses.
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uTeTThSILsT@ar  Sjeuidsst  ysbsrrFarssaflony — ysaGey,
LTeTLS& SWbHS &HHETTHVSES |UTHET FEWVMLD 6UBIGSHTTT H6N.

Whereupon THE HON. (DR.) (MRS.) SUDHARSHINI
FERNANDOPULLE left the Chair, and THE HON. GAYANTHA
KARUNATILEKA took the Chair.

[4.59 p.m.]

@0 aCwod .00.008. g8 Owmo
(oTenTLLll@ VAN TE 67.6T.6TLD. SjsV6uIT)
(The Hon. Alhaj A.H.M. Azwer)
Bismillahir Rahmanir Raheem.

Mr. Presiding Member, who is a gentleman?
“He is a Gentleman, because his nature

Is kind and affable to every creature”.

This was said by Richard Barnfield in his "The
Shepherd’s Content". The word "Gentleman" is another
word for “intense humanity”.

Today, Sir, I rise in this House to pay my respect to a
Gentleman who added colour to this Assembly. I feel
sometimes isolated in the Government Benches in the
absence of the Hon. (Dr.) Jayalath Jayawardana because
from the time we separated from each other, we intensely
quarrelled with each other in this House. But, when we
walked out, I have not found such a gentleman, a genial
personality and a close Friend like the Hon. (Dr.) Jayalath
Jayawardana. That is why I call him a “Gentleman”. Sir,
we sometimes meet downstairs, have arguments, climb up
the lift, enter the Lobby of this Parliament and then, he
turns left and I turn right to enter the Chamber.

But, Sir, one fact that I must emphasize today is that I
had a long association with him which many of my good
Friends in the House did not know. We first met each

other at "Sucharitha." He was almost a family physician
of the Hon. R. Premadasa, the then Prime Minister and
later the President. He attended to almost every small
work involving the Sucharitha Movement. At times, Sir,
he was so quick, articulate and active, he did not walk but
he ran. He would have made a first grade Olympic
athlete, perhaps, I thought sometimes.

Then, Sir, we both were at the President's House in
Fort during the period of His Excellency D.B. Wijetunga.
We had very close contacts and participated in many
functions. I remember going throughout the Island with
him for political meetings and other social functions. He
always laughed, smiled and carried a countenance of
happiness all over him. He bore no anger in his heart, no
revenge, no malice nor hatred. That was the quality of
the Hon. (Dr.) Jayalath Jayawardana.

He entered Parliament through the National List.
Subsequently, he contested two or three General
Elections from Gampaha District. Sir, the Hon. (Dr.)
Jayalath Jayawardana was a well-known doctor here and
abroad. He cut his figure in the medical field very well.
Also, he had created a record in the Guinness Book for
his health programmes conducted on TNL. He conducted
a thousand programmes; thanks to TNL Chairman, Shan
Wickremasinghe.

After convalescing, he returned to the TV programme
as soon as possible. Sir, I remember him discussing
every field of medicine meant for the old and the young
alike. He also discussed through his TV programme,
some topics which cannot be discussed in public. He
would say, “This is for adults only. So, keep the children
away from this programme”. I have seen even on such
occasions, the not too young children used to - escaping
the sight of their parents somehow or other - watch his
programme. On one occasion one parent castigated his
child saying, "cR0 @B ex¥m BOD enIe? myw
2®e®, O0 AETIerY e 0008, BeEs swedED
PuOwed OB, & D conBwed ©Peaid ®®
acstest...."

He was captivating to that extent, Sir.

The Hon. Joseph Michael Perera, his good Friend and
our former Speaker, who represents the Gampaha District
sald, edn ¢l vy B =8vd DONDES V5O e
Dgemow Bwco. Sir, it was not done by anybody with any
bad intention. Certainly, he was an international figure
who went from one country to another. He went to the
Rehabilitation Centres that the Sri Lankan Tamils were
occupying and saw for himself their plight. I remember
the late Mr. Manavai Thambi who started the "@evriens -
QLR
@pslwraleister  oFFBssSler SHEUTMSW  CFWTETTTSHF

@)L bCLIwThgeuiT el meveyfleniod FhIsD".
FMISHFNILUTSES CFweorHml eumalsTmeui westenauuilssr oymenLOLI

LSVUSTTET HCFTHEIT LOGRTeNEI. Ul I(lgdhsHly @)VBINSS S
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aups Qeevflsrori. From there, Jayalath flew to Geneva,
London, Norway and the rest of the continental countries.
Whenever he went to those countries, intentionally or not,
some people raised eyebrows. Those visits caused
consternation among certain quarters. But, I remember
very well when the news of his death reached us, I was
with His Excellency President Mahinda Rajapaksa in
China. He spontaneously said, "gew®, ewig 8Bewxf
B e, q@ud & spderd Boo® m» »osim godst
Oemen OB 998 O emdIJ cuvecd ¢Bwivne? oo
88wvideod mo."

As soon as he returned to the country, he hurried to
the Ja-ela residence to pay his last respects which was
followed by the other leaders only later. When the Hon.
(Dr.) Jayawardana was hospitalized too, His Excellency
President Mahinda Rajapaksa visited him. Also, when he
was sick and wanted financial assistance, at the request of
the Hon. Leader of the Opposition, not once or twice but
on several occasions, His Excellency the President
ordered sufficient funds to be released from the
Presidential Fund for his medical needs. That was the
magnanimous gesture of the President who had a very
close association with the Hon. (Dr.) Jayalath
Jayawardana. Also, His Excellency the President likes to
move with the people. He is a people’s man. That is why
he told the doctors and all his friends around that
everything must be done so that he will have a speedy
recovery.

Even at certain functions held at the Presidential
Secretariat or Temple Trees, we could always see the
Hon. (Dr.) Jayalath Jayawardana closer to the President
and they would have a hearty laugh. Perhaps in that
mood, they enjoyed life. It never dawned on us that the
Hon. (Dr.) Jayalath Jayawardana was in the Opposition,
that he was an Opposition MP.

Sir, as I told you, we quarrelled. Once in this House,
he told me, "e®ws 6O 98 Vs EOBON" BwEo. "0O @&
@m0 e GBIesy HHBD, 0O eMeWe eem wWTesy?
@0 med ©¥8 enedmO evn Wsline Busiesl? Jor ewed
OB “WO WO ©8Eedxined ©5IFOcE Om
DY eNeEOE  ©¢mdr, 8Bed@xned 83m» ged
gomys Sndnsiod ecmd" Buec @O BEno ¢uisn. You
know, a few minutes later I was presiding the House. He
came closer to the Chair and said - he called me "Haji" -
“Haji, do not get angry. I just wanted to tickle you”. Then
I said, “I also wanted to tickle you. That is why I said,
'@D8Eed @n¢dd vy wrieny By, T BWEBHOO
eesIy mOB owed gldweds Des’ . g¢ Seod

e»ed8, from the time when I was Minister of State for
Muslim Religious and Cultural Affairs, I used to get dates
from my friends who are here and abroad in Arab
countries, and distribute to so many people including my
Friends, the Hon. (Dr.) Sarath Amunugama and former

leader, the Hon. Karu Jayasuriya, who would vouch for
it. Also, I was able, at one stage, to get those from that
Embassy to the Hon. M. Joseph Michael Perera when he
was the Speaker and those were distributed among the
Muslims of Negombo.

When I talk of Negombo, Sir, it comes to my mind
that when the Hon. (Dr.) Jayalath Jayawardana expired,
condolence messages were issued by eodecas; @8 ¢n®
C®O BHE 8 BBweend. OBsIneE OL®p
BB B @B s DEDI HeQerDed WOBIHD 8O e®edd
Bwo Beadmd:

"B %HBw @0® 3D o Secy Sedi Puvm HEWed o®
0O8. @D Boogw Bw @dfen MOos QY OB Qwed Vwdd
DITIHO ¢8O WO BE 0¢@CECHEENH."

Sir, he moved closely with the Muslims of the
Gampaha District, particularly in the Negombo area. He
used to visit constantly my good friend, Mr. L.LL.M.
Thassim, veteran social worker of the area, at Porutota,
Kochchikade and had a very close association with him
and also with his son, Mr. Nasmiyar Thassim, who is a
very senior Member of the Negombo Municipal Council.
Therefore, Sir, we feel his loss today.

He was one person who gave his support to the
Islamic Centre for the Physically Handicapped in
Doolmale, Thihariya although it is not exactly in the area
he represented but because it is situated in the Gampaha
District. He was helping them in so many ways. Sir,
today, Jummah day, when I walked out of the
Battaramulla Jumma Masjid, I was reminded of this
because a leaflet of the Islamic Centre for the Physically
Handicapped signed by Alhaj N. Jiffry Haniffa, JP, the
Managing Trustee and Director and also by Alhaj A.T.M.
Zubair, the Treasurer was handed over to me. I would
like to table* that leaflet, Sir, because that would give us
much thought and the Hon. Members of the Parliament
would also be able to see through that because ©n®
©»0 Bmolew.

BuE @¢5000 ¢ mer. 538 B o O 098z
NG "gmisafard @i Guarew oevev - Disability is
not Inability”, the motto of that Centre states. The Hon.
(Dr.) Jayalath Jayawardana was present on some
occasions when foreigners came there and helped the
Centre. So, in such a frame of mind, the Hon. (Dr.)
Jayalath Jayawardana worked for the people although at
times, as he said, we had altercations with each other.

Then, I must say that there was a Motion to be moved
against him in this House, which entered into the
Addendum.

* galmmced nds .
* preofleweviiggle) e BLILIL. (HEITENS).
* Placed in the Library.
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But, although it was in the Order Book, it never came
into the Order Paper; thanks to the words of wisdom of
the Hon. Speaker. It was a very good thing done. We
must be very thankful to our great genial Gentleman, the
Speaker, the Hon. Chamal Rajapaksa, who gave it a bit of
thought, shared it with us and said, "e®s gz ©8g. &8
B B WO HBoedw HBAY" 8 Bl ©O ®OisNe®HEs
g0 cuecd cslesy.

The Hon. (Dr.) Jayalath Jayawardana was a
distinguished Member of this House. He had a steep
climb in the United National Party. He was given a due
place and also when there were vacancies or places that
should be filled, the Party had a ready Working
Committee Member in the Hon. (Dr.) Jayalath
Jayawardana. He was ultimately made the Deputy
General Secretary. He was heading the Party's trade union
movement, the Jathika Sevaka Sangamaya, which has
now been taken over by our good Friend, the Hon. John
Amaratunga.

We have so many things to say about the Hon. (Dr.)
Jayalath Jayawardana. One thing is, he was a very good
pal of the Fourth Estate - the mass media; he associated
closely with them.

"geus w@osien sxnd Ond" wm 8dE mcewsy
5B e @WedE ¢wdwursic @ROYdn B8xY 2013 4B ®e
2018 98¢ "Gemds" 30 em0 Buwm ¢ o® BBews?
On® O oo CEHed DS S B D!

"Ry dulved OEFOCend 83w v’ns ®bwIEed @wedws. &
©hewdd0 s d DERDOD 2HwsiBie. Yo uBeowmm Y WEma
BB’ w0 sP;mE 0590 gued EWE W BWVIGDEST
@O ¢ @we DIV ewed. 800 »nOY0R ¢O8. guBewemd 03O0
eRewns Bw 0¢8. @Y ¢ "egEnd PuInw®" el dedw."

00 BBed® ndrf mmm e®etd weHsy WS Bedmda:

"weBed 20 wReomxs’ wfenrm Beasies’ dywe. Adced 83w,
Sodved 83wy oxwedmnudd ®»OgEn BEO DEn@imed eabewd
odamEm®REs 0B B 052D SEY Qenwes."

8 mDEOOB @RONOTH e®eH® wewsy WS Berndo:

"Ry ceds mendEm 3 BCenB. dev Ry BE Sedwms o9
20O 00ewrcied emnBEesis. Y BWys DvsTedE w@w gmo
68 08O OO, @80 VY eeddwny @@ DSeDr DO
OBO0 evgeds HORO VY s5¥eE €857 ayd Pegs. Ded® VY
BEew BedOmOED CF § ¢ddtg dv. deovs BBOeOmE Y 1gesy
zm."

So, he moved not only with the Catholics and the
Buddhists but also with the Ulama class, that is, the
Moulavis of the Muslim community. He used to salute the
Muslims saying, "Assalamu Alaikum, Hajiyar and
Moulavi!" He was so close to them. When he spoke like
that, some Muslims thought that he was a Muslim. So, he
was a man loved by everybody. He carried humanness in
him.

While concluding, I would like to place on record our
deep appreciation of the work he had done and also
convey to his beloved wife, Ujitha and the two children,
Doctors Kavinda and Vindhya, our heartfelt condolences.
It was reported in the newspapers that his doctor son is
going to embark on the father’s footsteps and enter
politics. I wish him well!

Sir, the Hon. (Dr.) Jayalath Jayawardana was a
distinguished Member who served this august Assembly
for 18 years, four months and one day.

Thank you.

[&.090. 5.19]
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(The Hon. Karu Jayasuriya)
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(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)
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[6.23 p.m.]
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(omessryfl @ oif. Guiraymreyesr)

(The Hon. R. Yogarajan)

Thank you, Sir, for the opportunity given to pay
tribute to a Friend, a Colleague in Parliament, a colleague
in the United National Party and a co-trade unionist, the
Hon. Dr. Jayalath Jayawardena.

More than all this, as many Members in this House
described, he was a true Sri Lankan. He was the
representative of the true Sri Lankan identity. Nobody
would grudge him, his unique position as a person who
was accepted, loved, appreciated and honoured by every
community in this country because he never thought as a
Sinhalese or as a Catholic but as a true Sri Lankan and
embraced every community in this country as equals. |
have seen him in Hindu Temples in Colombo. I have seen
him at the Catholic Churches and I have seen him lead
many special programmes for Buddhists. He was never
considered as a person who belongs to any one of these
communities but as a true Sri Lankan.

As the Hon. Ajith P. Perera said, we have had the
longest tribute-paying session today and I think I am the
last speaker. I do not have to repeat everything that the
others said but I should say a few special things about
him. He was considered a friend of the minorities and this
was reflected by the opportunity given by my Leader, the
Hon. Ranil Wickremasinghe, in the Cabinet of 2001 to
2004 by appointing him as the Minister of Rehabilitation,
Resettlement and Refugees. Though his electorate was Ja
-Ela, he was mostly found in the North or the East even
neglecting his own electorate. However, his people
appreciated him for the service he was doing without bias
and re-elected him even afterwards. He was a true lover
of these people because when he was discharging his
duties as the Minister of Rehabilitation, Resettlement and
Refugees during the period of ceasefire, he was able to do
a lot of development and to assist people for true
reconciliation though there was no end to the war but
only a temporary stoppage of war. That was what was
great about him.

Similarly, he took up the issue of human rights of
Members of Parliament. He took it up to the international
forum; he took it up to the IPU; he took it up to the CPA
and the UNP honoured him by appointing him as the
Deputy Secretary of the United National Party in charge
of human rights. He was always committed to the policies
of the UNP. He fought wherever we went without any
fear. He was a vociferous defender of the party’s cause at
all forums and he never gave up.



1397

[0S @8. e@wdndiessy ®wmo]

The last occasion that I saw him was in Negombo
when he was doing a membership drive for the UNP in
his electorate. Though he had illnesses, though he had
undergone treatment and operations, he did not bother
about it. He walked around; he was active and I believe,
soon after that, he became ill and we lost him.

We lost him at the early age of 59, which is a very
young age for a politician when he had so much more to
do for our party and for our country. We feel so let-down
and we miss him. On this occasion, I must convey my
condolences to his family personally on behalf of our
party as well as the people of Nuwara Eliya from where
his wife is. The people in the city of Nuwara Eliya
remember him as a friendly person who belonged to a
good family and wedded into a family of Nuwara Eliya.
So, they appreciate him and on behalf of them also, I wish
to convey my deepest sympathies and condolences on this
great loss to his family and also to the family of the
United National Party. Thank you.

BewTes m0m e8®isBn®

(®wsseflear Nrgls sailsFrari ojeuissr)

(Mr. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

I wish to associate myself with the sentiments
expressed by both sides of the House on the death of the
Hon. (Dr.) Jayalath Jayawardana, ex-Member of
Parliament. I shall direct the Secretary-General of
Parliament to make a Minute of the Proceedings of
today's Meeting and send a copy thereof to the members
of the bereaved family.
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PRIVILEGE MOTIONS : VILIFICATION
CAMPAIGN

®©C eSdsY g®0R® Owmo

(oressryLll @ Ceomreir S|LOTgIBIS)

(The Hon. John Amaratunga)
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(The Hon. Ajith P. Perera)
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Seconded.
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Question put, and agreed to.
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BODHIRAJARAMA EDUCATIONAL AND

CULTURAL FOUNDATION (INCORPORATION)
BILL

@¢ &2 80 Bwbeo® Beowiwe Hwdx &
B TewsTL_ITih 1B IIDSTEIT SL 1606 UTHSBLIIL LS.
Order for Second Reading read.

@G D3B3 9585 Dwmo
(wrewr g by Al He2b1)
(The Hon. Chandrasiri Gajadeera)
I move,

"That the Bodhirajarama Educational and Cultural Foundation
(Incorporation) Bill, be now read a Second time."

g 88z 8, wewo e3@@» Ses.
aflsarr GBI (B) 6TDmYs Cls eI L.
Question put, and agreed to.
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Bill, accordingly read a Second time, and allocated by MR.
DEPUTY CHAIRMAN OF COMMITTEES fo Standing Committee B"
under Standing Order 48(3).

B om0 880€mm 8ondw (e inm
BBe®) vsm emY®un
(B)evBINHS %ERTEvTIF FhisLD
(L1 6m6mTHBH6V) FL_L_LpevLD
COMPUTER SOCIETY OF SRI LANKA
(INCORPORATION) BILL

@¢ &2 O Bwdeod® Bewiww Hwdx &
B)IressTL_ 1D L0 II D IFBTEOT F5LL_6W6N UTFIGsBLILIL L Ff.
Order for Second Reading read.

©G D5IcBB ©s8s ®wmo
(wrerflg #plrAnl He2bT)
(The Hon. Chandrasiri Gajadeera)
I move,

"That the Computer Society of Sri Lanka (Incorporation) Bill, be
now read a Second time."

g S8z 8, et e®@» Sas.
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Question put, and agreed to.
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Bill, accordingly read a Second time, and allocated by MR.
DEPUTY CHAIRMAN OF COMMITTEES fo Standing Committee B"
under Standing Order 48(3).
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(The Hon. Chandrasiri Gajadeera)
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Question proposed.
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BEHTBISEDET L& L (h5HDH6V
BEAUTIFICATION OF TOWNS

@06 gFwod &.90.08. gdol Ovmo

(oreTLLll@ VAN TE 67.6TF.6TLD. SjeNV6uIT)

(The Hon. Alhaj A.H.M. Azwer)

Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees, I move,

"Areas such as the City of Colombo and Battaramulla have been
developed by now by the Ministry of Defence and Urban Development.
At the same time, places such as the Vihara Maha Devi Park and Crow
Island are also being developed.

The City of Colombo and around as well as the area on both sides of
the Lake Diyawanna in Battaramulla have become picturesque; thanks
to the urban development carried out in this fashion. A trend of both
local and foreign tourists being attracted to these areas can also be seen
at present.

Therefore, while thanking the Ministry of Defence and Urban
Development for its action to beautify Colombo and its suburbs, I move
in this House that it will be appropriate to develop other towns of Sri
Lanka as well in this manner."

I table* the Sinhala and Tamil versions of the Motion
to be included in Hansard.

* w008 On DID ¢ E6ISNEed Gwr w1 e¢d®c
8808

* LS Gal) eweussLi L 1IGyyensnTuilsT FmIser wmmh
SLp GlomyflGliwitiy.

* Sinhala and Tamil versions of Motion tabled:
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®0 08.8. 8O3 Owmo
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(The Hon. Y.G. Padmasiri)
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@0 gwod &.90.08. qefol dwmo
(omessTLyfl @ DVADTE 67.6TF.6TLD. SyeNV6uIT)
(The Hon. Alhaj A.H.M. Azwer)
©e® &SnBA.

Mr. Deputy Chairman of Committees, Colombo is the
largest city in the country and contributes to over 50 per
cent of the national GDP and compared to other Asian
cities, Colombo has much more room to grow. The
economic density of Colombo is approximately US
Dollars 15 million per square kilometre. In comparison,
the economic density of Ho Chi Minh City is US Dollars
73 million; in Bangkok it is US Dollars 88 million and in
Singapore it is US Dollars 269 million. This indicates the
growth that Colombo should aim for, especially in the
current context.

After many decades, with the country at peace, it was
finally possible to realize its true potential. Colombo had
a great role to play in unlocking this potential. However,
before this rejuvenation could succeed, there were many
problems that needed to be addressed, one of which was
the prevention of floods.

Mr. Gotabhaya Rajapaksa, the Secretary to the
Defence Ministry, has said that he had to face the
problem of unauthorized structures which blocked the
drainage systems and he had to clear them. He has also
contended that it is not only the low-income segments of
the society who have erected unauthorized structures on
reservation land but industrialists, the middle-class and
high-income segments as well. All these structures are
being demolished and would greatly improve the
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efficiency of the drainage system. The Sri Lanka Navy,
the Sri Lanka Land Reclamation and Development
Corporation have been engaged in dredging and
developing the canal system in the city. Medium-term
plans are being prepared to improve the entire drainage
system in the Metro Colombo region.

Under a project funded by the World Bank, the Beira
Lake and other vital water retention areas have been
completely dredged, de-silted and fully rehabilitated
alongside significant improvements to the existing canal
network. We all know that those days, when we were
walking around the Beira Lake, we could not bear the
stench of it. All those seem to be cleared and now it is
like the Geneva Lake. It has been beautified to attract not
only the tourists but also the local population. There is a
Seema Malakaya and next to that there is an island with a
bridge connecting. Children come there in large numbers,
enjoy and have fun in that place.

This is so with the Viharamahadevi Park also. The
Viharamahadevi Park was earlier known as the Victoria
Park. I and my friends from school, S.M.A. Jabbar,
M.S.M. Nizar, M.A.A. Ansari and H.I.LM. Cassim, Abba
Tayoob, M. Velu Mail, S.M.M. Kamaldeen and others do
visit the park. I remember we used to take our books there
and do revision sitting under the shade of green trees in
that park. Such a beautiful park it was. You can always
enjoy its environment. It is an eco-friendly park. Now,
we can walk through the Cinnamon Gardens Police
Station and then through the racecourse area. It has now
been transformed into a new and beautiful city yard.

Sir, the other day my cousin, Dr. Haris Deen
telephoned from England and said, “We want to come
and see the beauty of the Colombo City”. My nephews
and nieces, Shiraza, Shireen, Hussain, Hassa and
Haseena, all wish to come and enjoy in Colombo.Also,
my close friend, Mr. Ismeth Abdullah, who has been in
UK for a long time, and had not visited us said: “I am
particularly coming to see the new beautiful Colombo”.
So, this is the message that we get from around the
international capitals.

Then, Sir, the Shangri-La Group has agreed to
construct a luxury hotel and a residential complex on 10
acres of land that was allocated to the army near Galle
Face. A Chinese company, CATIC, has undertaken to
establish a skyline hotel on an adjacent block of land.
These agreements have already generated a large influx of
funds, which has been allocated to the combined Defence
Headquarters Complex, which 1is currently being
constructed at Battaramulla. Another project which is
being expedited is the second phase of the Sethsiripaya
Complex.

Then, the Independence Square area is being
developed and the other parts of the city are also being
developed as pedestrian-walks, scenic locales. This will
do a great deal to uplift the character of the Capital City
as a green and a clean city of fame.

While urban development is the common theme of all
the projects mentioned so far, the Government also
intends to further develop Colombo by creating new city
space.

This is a gigantic task undertaken by our good and
able Secretary, Mr. Gotabhaya Rajapaksa and his staff.

Then, Sir, about Fort; the high rising buildings once
completed will house many of the remaining government
offices in Colombo.

Then, the historic buildings like the Dutch Hospital
and the Cargills Building are being redeveloped to cater
to the modern day business requirements. I think, the day
before yesterday, they opened a new venture there. It is
like a promenade. Go and see. The World Trade Centre
and the surrounding area is transformed into a beautiful
park. We never imagined this.

The garbage problem has also been solved. There is
no garbage now. There is no dirt. The other day, a good
Tamil gentleman - when you are in the Chair I must say -
who is 73 years old from Wellawatta, rang me up in the

midnight and said, “gpwr! e Qurelevri
Ly $8156sTenr(h) Cumiiail’ L Tiger. sTlLgwTeug) Sjeuigsefl b
Garsved) sTstremesr Glouafluiled sTOBIGET sTeiTMI. HUIGLITIRSG HTedT
Syeuflib Ca' GLetr “syeir gowim LNig $515CHTevr® CuUrssrmigser?”
sreorml. “‘APwesT® sLsrdeww Brer Qeuaflullsy af AGewrsir,
9| HEITT6V
GumiieflLrisst” eteirmy opeui Qemssrermi. S0, there is the
environmental police being employed. It is a very good
thing. 1 told him, “swr @GealGuwe @liLgs
Qeiwurgiser!’steormy. And told the police that he is a
very elderly person to leave him alone.

ERI T g 6T6ITEM LI

Lig 5515 6 revor(h)

Then, Sir, there is the Gaffoor Building in the centre,
in the heart of Fort. It is one of the original buildings that
came up in Fort. It was built, owned by the Late Alhaj
N.D.H. Abdul Gaffoor, one of the well-known and
biggest philanthropists this country has seen. Now, it has
changed hands and I would request the Ministry of
Defence and Urban Development to give it a new face. It
will be a big showpiece in Fort. When the Europeans
came those days, they got down from the Jetty in Fort
area and after going to the Gem Museum of Caffoor
Hajiar, they came to shop at the Gaffoor Building.
Therefore, Sir, it also must be developed. Close by is the
YMBA building. That must also be given a facelift.
These are the tremendous work that the new Secretary
and his staff - after they were given this onerous task - are
doing for Colombo.
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Then, Sir, there was a fine project called “Your Tax
Rupees at Work” inaugurated by the former Colombo
Mayor, Mr. Omar Kamil. He initiated the work of
expanding the Galle Road from Bullers Road Junction,
Bambalapitiya up to Kollupitiya and also had a scheme to
modernize Horton Place and the road up to Parliament.
He was at that time helped by very talented and capable
officers of the Colombo Municipal Council, like
Engineers Jayantha Guruge, S.G. Gunasekara, M.H.M.
Fazal, Mrs. Visaka Dias and Dr. Nimmi Wickremasinghe
Madugalle and others of their calibre.

Today, following that example - whoever the Mayor
is, or whichever party do they belong to - the present
Mayor, my very good friend, Alhaj M.J.M. Muzammil, is
also working very closely, hand in glove with the Urban
Development Ministry and the Secretary to develop the
city. That is his only intention. He does not get involved
in having discussions with foreigners at “Sirisevana” in
order to topple the Government or have lectures by
foreigners in order to brainwash their party people to take
a path towards disaster. No, he is not that.

Now, read the “Selalihini Sandeshaya” 2oz R
O DD OB 200 D By, BwdsIzN Vs BSwWd @,
"8ws0sIzn 88w" o 0 OB weedrwn BESims BE
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0w e®eldd:
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®0 @ Ded VnmB, “NBeBners @ Prime
Minister, Manmohan Singh came to this Parliament and
viewing through a window of the Members’ Dining
Room, he exclaimed, “This is one of the marvellous
sights I have ever seen in any part of the world. This is
one of the most beautiful spots to have the Parliament.
Can I take this Parliament and this water home?” That is
how he expressed his amazement about Sri
Jayawardenapura area. Then, Sir, § doyc 88 »BweBzy
s BwemrDa:
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DOTeY? D® DO W@ DBADW, @8-DERBI®, wDBENBYW.
8:08Am@ 0w Bwmdr »H® I ¢8 e®mnle Bwslesy?
0 O Busis) »O8 YOm0 mIBTer’. 153 0® Ded »ne&,
®0 Bewdss 02 ©ennBn®s3, -

I moved this Motion in order to develop the other
cities, the urban areas. Now, see for example, Puttalam in
the North Western Province. The Chairman, K.A. Baiz,
of Puttalam Urban Council is developing the town
splendidly. Spending a large sum of money he has
founded a new Science College. There are new libraries,
children parks, bus stands, markets and various other
projects. He has also created "Colombo Face". Here, we
call in Colombo "Galle Face". In Puttalam, they call it
"Colombo Face" because it was such a beautiful
promenade he has created. 1 think the Ministry of
Defence and Urban Development could further help
Puttalam to be upgraded into a Municipality, because
Puttalam has more people than the Municipal Council of
Kurunegala. Also, there is Eravur in the Eastern
Province. The present Eravur Urban Council is headed by
Seyed Ali Zahir Moulana, a distinguished old Colleague
of our's in this Parliament. We must also help develop
Eravur - because it is completely an urbanized area. |
think the majority of them are Muslims and Tamils but
there is a Sinhalese Viharaya and some Sinhalese people
also live there - so that they will have a fully-fledged
Municipal Council with further development.

Then, Sir, take for example, Matale in the hill
country. The Matale Mayor, Hilmy Mohammed, is doing
a splendid job. The Mahatma Gandhi International Centre
for Peace is coming up there. Our very good friend, the
former High Commissioner of India, Mr. Ashok K.
Kantha came and restarted that. The original foundation
stone for which was laid by none other than Mahatma
Gandhi, when he visited Matale area, was the first entry
point of Mahatma Gandhi. There are spices, cocoa,
ceramicware and all the by-products that go to the
market. Throughout the year, in the Matale City, you can
enjoy the climate and its scenic beauty.

There maybe so many other areas of interest in the
rest of the Island which should receive the attention of
Mr. Gotabaya Rajapksa. The Chairman of the Urban
Development Authority, Mr. Nimal Perera, and others are
also doing a great job of work. I must also place on
record the great services rendered by the Chairman of the
Sri Lanka Land Reclamation and Development
Corporation.
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There is a canal going by the side of the school near
the Redi Mola - Wellawatte Weaving Mills - at Havelock
Town. That canal was not guarded properly and a child
fell into the canal and died sometime ago. I immediately
brought it to the notice of the Secretary to the Ministry of
Defence and Urban Development. He ordered the
Chairman of the UDA to put up a fence and now a fence
has come up fortifying the area providing safety to the
school-going children. They are very quick to act.

The other day when we were passing Colombo, he
stopped me at the Viharamahadevi Park area and said,
“See, this Gamage Company is not doing this properly;
take it up in Parliament; they are not completing it. They
have taken the money. This is the way they are playing
out the money of the people. 1 want to complete this
project”. He is very quick. His speed cannot be matched
by anybody else. Not only here in Colombo but also in
other parts of the country, wherever you go, everybody

Says, “Gamupoy steusuerGeur P&HTH (B)(HHETTDSHI; S P(H
BHIEVEY;  @UOUTWYH DB R@H  LLBIGTEURTLONS  LOTM]
JOGEEAL L F TR ST B G0
SyBIGsTaTuTasT sTRIseRN_(b @etsurm Qarevslsrmriser. 1 think
His Excellency the President is very lucky to have a
brother of that nature. There is a Tamil saying - I said it

[BTBIG 6T Guirestmev

yesterday also - “sou0 o ewi_wreir usoLdE gyepsTer” Which
means, "One who has a brother shall not fear any army".
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Infrastructure facilities in Maharagama area have also got
be developed. In Maharagama, there are Sri Vajiragnana
Dharmayathanaya on one side and Ghafooria Arabic
College on the other. I have requested the Mayoress,
Mrs. Kanthi Kodikara of Maharagama to construct a road
leading to the burial ground inside the Ghafooria Arabic
College premises. She has promised to do it. Her
husband, Hon. Upali Kodikara is a Minister of the
Western Provincial Council. He will also assist the
Mayoress of Maharagama, because they work in amity.
During our younger days we lived in that area -
Pamunuwa Road and then Temple Road.
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(The Hon. Ajith P. Perera)
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(Mr. Deputy Chairman of Committees)
Yes, Hon. Ajith Perera.
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(The Hon. Chandrasiri Gajadeera -
Rehabilitation and Prison Reforms)
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Question put, and agreed to.
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Adjourned accordingly at 7.00 p.m. until 1.00 p.m. on Tuesday,
09th July, 2013.
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