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Determination of the Supreme Court:

In the matter of a Reference under Article 122(1) (b -
of the Constitution

5.C. S.D. No 16/2013

Date : 4" June 2013

Before: Mohan Pieris, PC, Chief Justice

Sathyaa Hettige, PC J.
Rohini Marasinghe J.

Counsel: M A Sumanthiran, Attorney-at-Law appeared in person

Arjuna Obeysekere, DSG with Shaheeda Barrie, Senior

State Counsel and Manchara

Jayasinghe, State

Counsel, for Attorney-General on notice.
Court assembled for hearing at 10.00 a.m on 4% June 2013.

A Bill entitled “An Act to make special provision to exempt
internally displaced persons from certain requirements of the
Registration of Electors Act, No 44 of 1980, and to provide for
matters connected therewith or incidental thereto” has been
referred to the Chief Justice by His Excellency the President in
terms of Article 122(1)(b) of the Constitution. The Bill bears an
endorsement under the hand of the Secretary to the Cabinet of
Ministers to the effect that the Cabinet of Ministers has certified

that, in its view, the Bill is urgent in the national interest

The Preamble to the Bill makes clear the intent and purpose of the
legislation. The policy that pervades the letter and spirit of the Bill,

as is manifest in the Preamble, could be summarized as follows: -

Persons who have been internally displaced owing to the armed
conflict that prevailed in the country and their children have to be
empowered to exercise their franchise in the electoral districts in
which they had their permanent places of residence prior to their
displacement and provided these categories of people have become
eligible to vote, it has now become necessary to give effect to such

policy.

The policy is sought to be translated into the following legal
provisions some of which need to be recited to examine their

constitutionality.

Clause 2 (1} of the Bill sets out the following conditions that have to
be satisfied by a citizen in order to secure registration as a voter

under the provisions of this Act.

a) He has to be an internally displaced person.

b) His name appeared in the register of electors for any electoral
district in the Northern Province or Eastern Province for any
year until the end of the year 2009; and

¢) His name has not been entered in any register in operation

subsequent to the year 2009.
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Such a person, shall on proof of the above matters and on
production of a certificate issued by the Grama Niladhari of the area
in which he is presently residing to the effect that he is an
internally displaced person, is entitled to apply to the registering
officer of the electoral district within which he was permanently
resident prior to May 18, 2009, to be registered in the register of

electors of such electoral district.

Thus the criteria set out in Clause 2 (1) of the Bill aim at
empowering internally displaced persons with the initial threshold
to become an elector in the first instance so that in the end he or

she can participate in the electoral processes of the nation.

Clause 2 (3] extends this entitlement to the children of a citizen

referred to in subsection (1)

(a) who had not attained the age of eighteen years on the
date on which such citizen became an internally

displaced person.

(b) who were born after such citizen became an internally
displaced person and have attained the age of 18 years

or more on the date of operation of this Act, and

(c) whose name has not been entered in any register in

operation subsequent to the year 2009.

This entitlement accrues to the children on production of the birth
certificate of such child sought to be registered and a certificate
issued by the Grama Niladhan of the area in which he is presently
residing on proof of the matters specified in paragraphs (a) or
(b) and (c) above.

Thus the Act seeks to accord voting rights to two categories ol

citizens namely internally displaced persons and their children who

have since become eligible to vote.

At this stage the Court suggests that for reasons of clarity and
avoidance of doubt the following words be added to Clause 2 (3) (a)
just after the word person- namely and have attained the age of
eighteen years or more on the date of operation of this Act or.
In other words after the addition of this phrase as suggested by

Court Clause 2 (3) {a) in its amended form would read as follows-

(a) who had not attained the age of eighteen years on the date on
which such citizen became an internally displaced person and
have attained the age of eighteen years or more on the date of

operation of this Act or

This amendment would make clear that the requirement of eighteen
years also applies to the category of children specified in Clause
2(3)(a) who have since become eligible to vote.
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An internally displaced person is defined in Clause 8 of the Bill to
mean-

A citizen of Sri Lanka who was permanently resident in the Northern
Province or Eastern Province and was forced or obliged to leave from
his residence at any time prior to May 18, 2009, as a result of the
armed conflict which took place in Sri Lanka, and currently resides in
Sri Lanka outside his original place of residence in the Northern

Province or Eastern Province.

The Court observes that though there is no legal definition of who
constitutes an “internally displaced person” in international law,
the noticn of IDPs set out in the Introduction to the Guiding
Principles on Internal Displacement (see ante in the Determination)
is meant to be descriptive rather than normative, drawing attention
to the characteristics of IDPs that make them inherently vulnerable.
This notion has gained authority and is commonly used at
international level. The Court observes that the proposed statutory
description of an internally displaced person in Clause 8 mirrors to
some extent components of what is found in the Introduction to

the Guiding Principles which reads as follows : -

For the purposes of these principles, internally displaced persons are
persons or groups of persons who have been forced or obliged to flee

orto leave their homes or places of habitual residence, in particular

as a result of or in order to avoid the effects of armed conflict,
situations of generalized violence, violations of human rights, or
natural or human- made disasters and who have not crossed an

internationally recognized State border.

Mr. Sumanthiran who appeared in person whilst welcoming the
Special Provisions as a salutary piece of legislation contended that

the legislature might consider the following aspects.

Firstly, as the register that will be used is the one prepared by a
process that concluded on the 15t June 2012 and any IDP resettling
after that date would not be registered as a voter some provision
On a
perusal of Clause 3(1) of the Bill, the Court finds that the

should be made to accommodate this category of persons.

registering officer shall prepare a list of names of persons referred to
in Section 2, which by its very prospective nature enables the
registration of those who would be settling in their former habitats

provided they adhere to the criteria as set out in the law.

Secondly, that Section 3(2)(b) which make provisions for claims of
registration at the revision of the register refers only to appeals
conmnected with such claims to have a name entered in the register
in terms of Sub Section (8) to (16} of Section 14 of the Registration
of Electors Act 44 of 1980, it makes no reference to the provisions
for the filing of objections to claims as contemplated in that
Section. This Court is of the view that this concern could be

accommodated by a suitable amendment by interpolating the words
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“objections and” immediately before the word “Appeals” in Section 3
(2) (b} of the BIill, at the appropriate stage.

His third contention was that a distinction seems to be drawn
between refugees and internally displaced persons without any
rationale for the differentia and was therefore repugnant to Article
12 of the Constitution. This Court has adumbrated in  the
determination the relevant law relating to IDPs both in domestic law
and international law which requires among others a residence
qualification. In the circumstances it is only the internally displaced
persons remaining within the territorial jurisdiction of Sri Lanka
who are contemplated within the ambit of the law and not those
inclusive of refugees living outside the borders as they do not have
animus revertendi (an intention to revert to Sri Lanka) and they are

governed by a different regime of refugee law.

In our view the policy of enfranchising internally displaced persons
and their children is defensible and consistent with both domestic
law and international law. The Court observes that the principle of
universal and equal suffrage, guaranteeing that every person who
has the right to vote is able to exercise this right without distinction
of any kind, extends, needless to say, to persons who are internally
displaced. Indeed, in countries experiencing internal displacement,
the enfranchisement of the internally displaced is an important
measure of the effectiveness and legitimacy of the overall electoral

process and resulting governance structures. Moreover, because the

holding of free and fair elections is a key component of repairing
and rebuilding post-conflict societies, an inclusive electoral process

can be critical for an effective reconciliation process and, therefore,

also for sustainable peace and security.

The court now wishes to test the aforesaid provisions of the Bill
against the touchstone of constitutional provisions, inasmuch as
Clauses 3 and 4 of the Bill deal with procedural aspects of

registration and the concomitant inquiry in the event of an

objection,

adjuncts to a process of enfranchisement.

and these clauses viz. Clauses 3.4 and 5 cumulatively do not raise

issues of incompatibility with the Constitution.

Consistency of Clause 2 of the Bill with the Constitutional

Provisions

It is to be observed that the franchise, or the right to vote, did not

receive explicit recognition as a fundamental right in the
Republican constitution of 1972 or the 2n Republican Constitution.
Although the franchise is not expressly included among the

fundamental rights enshrined in Chapter III of the Constitution of

Sri Lanka, it is clearly recognized in Article 3 of the Constitution
which deals with the sovereignty of the People:

which the Court is of the view are indispensable

Clause 5 deals with
penal sanctions that have to visit upon certain infractions of the law

In the Republic of Sri Lanka sovereignty is in the people and is
inalienable. Sovereignty includes the powers of government,

fundamental rights and the franchise.

Article 4 (e) of the Constitution provides that-

The franchise shall be exercisable at the election of the
President of the Republic and of the Members of Parliament,
and at every Referendum by every cilizen who has attained
the age of eighteen years, and who, being qualify qualified to
be an elector as hereinafter provided, has his name entered in

the register of electors.

Chapter XIV of the Congtitution is redolent with a slew of provisions

regarding franchise and elections. Judicial precedents that
subjected these constitutional provisions to serutiny merit mention
since some of them arose in the context of challenges to bills and
impugnation of executive action and the pith and substance of the
pronouncements in those cases are quite pertinent to the
consideration of the question of constitutionality of the Bill under

consideration.

The observations of His Lordship Justice M.D.H.Fernando (with
their Lordships G.P.S.de Silva, C.J and Gunasekera, J agreeing) at
pages 173-174 of the seminal decision of Karunathilaka and
Another v Dayananda Dissanayake, Commissioner of Elections and

Others (1999) 1 Sri.LR 157 need recapitulation in this context-

The right to freedom of speech and expression includes the
right to vote. The most effective way in which a voter may
give expression to his views, with minimum risk to himself
and his family is by silently marking his ballot paper in the
secrecy of the polling booth. This silent and secret
expression is no less an exercise of freedom of speech and
expression, than the most eloquent speech from a political
platform. To hold otherwise is to undermine the very
foundation of the Constitution. .

There was a perceptible concern to give effect to the right to exercise
the franchise as that exercise was a necessary concomitant of the

people’s sovereign power.

It is hard to resist the inference that this Bill seeks to achieve the
same result in the case of a silent majority who remains

marginalized and involuntarily displaced in their own nation.

The Court is also mindful of cases that considered the link between
Articles 3 and 4(e) of the Constitution in the context of local
authorities-for instance Sarath Abeysinghe and Others v Attorney
General — Hansard dated 18% June 2003 and the dicta in all these
precedents contain interesting pronouncements among other things
with regard to the relevance of Articles 3 of Article 4 (e) of the

Constitution on the question of franchise.
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The Court opines that the proposed Bill is in furtherance of
advancing franchise and that alone will pass the constitutional
muster but Court wishes to draw attention to some other legal
foundations in both domestic law and international law that
validate the pivotal provisions in the Bill.

Universal Declaration

of Human

Rights (UDHR) and
International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR)

Article 21 of the Universal Declaration on Human Rights stipulates
that everyone has the right to take part in the government of his
country, directly or freely chosen representatives’ and through

‘periodic and  genuine elections which shall be by universal
suffrage and shall be held by secret vote or by equivalent free voting
procedures.”. The UDHR further provides in Article 21 (3) that “the

will of the people shall be the authority of government.”

This right has been codified in a range of international instruments.
It particular, Article 25 of ICCPR provides that “every citizen shall
have the right and the opportunity.... To take part in the conduct of
public affairs, directly or through freely chosen representatives”.
The Covenant recognizes the right of every citizen ‘to vote and to be
elected at genuine periodic elections which shall be by universal
and equal suffrage and it shall be held by secret ballot,
guaranteeing the free expression of the will of the electors.”

In this connection, the Human Rights Committee, which is the body
that interprets application of and monitors compliance with ICCPR,
has specified that if residence requirements apply to voter
registration, they must be reasonable and should not be imposed in
such a way as to exclude the homeless from the right to vote,
Indeed, the Committee has stressed that “states must take effective
measures to ensure that all persons entitled to vote are able to
exercise that right.-see Human Rights Committee, “General
Comment 25: The right to participate in public affairs, voting rights
and the right of equal access to public service (Article 25)," para 11,
Reproduced in Report of the Human Rights Committee, Volume 1 (UN
Doc, 8/51/540), 1996.

On this yardstick the Bill under consideration satisfles the treaty
obligations.

These rights belong to every person and are derived from his or her
inherent dignity, rationality and worth as a human being, As the
Preamble of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights states, the
recognition and rights of all persons ‘is the foundation of freedom.,
justice and peace in the world', The preamble states further that “it
is essential, if a man is not to be compelled, as a last resort, to
rebellion against tyranny and oppression, that human rights should
be protected by the rule of law.”

The case of Visvalingam and Others v Liyanage (1983} 2 Sri.LR 311
acknowledged at p 349 that the Universal Declaration of Human
Rights has largely influenced the enunciation of fundamental rights
in the Constitutions of 1972 and 1978. Our Courts have made
pronouncements that some of the articles in Chap-ter- 111 of the
Constitution owe their parentage to their corresponding articles of
the Universal Declaration of Human Rights-see Thadsanamoorthy
and Others v Attorney General and Others (1978-79-80) Sri.LR 154
at 162 (Article 11 of the Constitution); Velmurugu v the Attorney-
General and another (1981) 1 Sri.LR 406 at 421 (Article 11 of the
Mrs W.M.K.De Silva v Chiarman, Ceylon Fertilizer
2 SrilR 393 at 402-3 (Article 11 of the
Constitution); Sirisena and Others v Emest Perera and Others (1991)

2 Sri.LR 97 at 108-109 (Article 31 (1) of the Constitution); Joseph

Constitution);

Corportaion (1989)

Perera alia Bruten Perera v Attorney-General and Others (1992) 1
Sri.LR 199 at 201 {Art 15(2) and 15(7) of the Constitution).

Singling out civic rights from political rights, Samarkoon C.J has
described the right to vote and to stand for elections as “the most
precious of them all*-see Mrs Bandaranaike v de Alwis (1982) 2
SrilR 664 at 673. In
Bandaranayake (1999) 1 Sri.LR 1 at 30 Dheeraratne J cautioned

B.Sirisena  Cooray v Tissa Dias

that “That right should not be lightly interfered with”™.

Despite this synergy between the fruitful provisions of these
international instruments and our constitutional provisions, this
Court also adverts to those pronouncements of our Courts on the
impact of international instruments on our legal system namely
their legal relevance is only in the field of interpretation and so far
as our municipal law goes, they have not the force of law. an
approach our Courts have taken indubitably owing to the theory of
dualism to which Sri Lanka is wedded-see the dicta of J.F.A.Soza J
in Visvalingam v Liyanage (1983) 2 Sri.LR 311 at 349-350 be that
as it may, they are certainly helpful in aiding interpretation as
much as they give rise to obligations on the part of states who

become signatories ta the treaties.

Guiding Principles on Internal Displacement

The Court has already referred to these principles in reference to
the definition of an internally displaced person but the Court
wishes to draw in aid this international instrument to buttress the
conclusion that this Bill takes cognizance of the norms contained in
1993,

international concern, the United Nations Secretary-General

the Guiding Principles. In in response to growing
appointed a Special Representative on Internally Displaced Persons
to analyze the causes of internal displacement: assisting the needs
of IDPs; propose measures to protect them: and seek solutions for
internally displacement. The Special Representative formulated a

set of standards entitled Guiding Principles on Internal

Displacement, based on international human rights law,

humanitarian law and refugee law, thus identifying the various

provisions of existing international law applicable to IDPs.



389 2013 &8 05 390

The Court is cognizant that the Guiding Principles expressly affirm
the right of the internally displaced to vote. Principle 22(1)(d)

provides that -

Intemmally displaced persons, whether or not they are living in

camps, shall not be discriminated against as a result of

displucement in the enjoyment of....(thhe right to vote and to

participate in governmental and public

1o have access 1o the means nec essaiy 1o exer

s right

Thus the court takes the view t the Bill supplies the mect

and the means to participation in governmental and public affair
ol an important segment of our citizenry and it is validated both by

domestic and international law.

National Action Plan for the Protection and Promotion of

Human Rights

Ha

ng dealt with the compatibility of the proposed legislation with

the necessary legal foundations, the Court also observes t

Bill ranks as one of those legislations that has been pledged by the

State in its National Action Plan for the Protection and Promotion of

Human Rights which contains a chapter d

licated 1o the Rights of
Internally Displaced Persons. The National Action Plan for the

Protection and Promotion of Human Rights which arose out of Sri

Lanka's voluntary commitment made at the 2008 Universal Periodic

Revie

1ew of the UN Human Rights Council envisages the protection

romotion of the right to vote of the IDPs and the Bill if passed
=ment with the task of

nanon
In summation the Court wishes to state that the provisions of the

Bill were examined vis-a-vis Constitutional Provisions and domesti

law along with international Law on Internally Displaced Persons

Upen that scrutiny the determination of this Court is that neither

the Bill nor anv of the provisions

is inconsistent with the

Constitution.

We place on record our appreciation of the assistance given by th

Learned DSG and Mr. Sumanthiran at the he

MOHAN PIERIS, PC
CHIEF JUSTICE

SATHYAA HETTIGE, PC J.

JUDGE OF THE SUPREME COURT

s

ROHINI MARASINGHE, J.
JUDGE OF THE SUPREME COURT
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asked the Prime Minister and Minister of Buddha
Sasana and Religious Affairs:

(@  Will he state -

(i) separately, the number of passports issued
to All Countries, the Middle East and to
India by the Department of Immigration
and Emigration during the past six months;

(i) approximately, the daily income earned by
the aforesaid department through issuing of
passports;

(iii) the measures taken by the aforesaid
department to identify the persons who
overstay in the country exceeding visa
period and to take legal action accordingly;

(iv) the number of occasions where such
persons who overstay without permission
were caught during the past six months;
and

(v) the action that was taken against them?
(b)  If not, why?
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(@) QHCwev, sysir?

asked the Minister of Transport:
@)

Will he inform this House -

(i) the amount of money spent on festivals in
2011 and 2012 by the institutions that come
under the Ministry of Transport;

(ii)
(iii)

what those festivals are;

separately, the names of the departments,
corporations, boards or other institutions
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that organized each of the aforesaid
festival; and
(iv) separately, the amount of money spent by
the Ministry of Transport for the “Deyata
Kirula” exhibitions held in the years 2011
and 2012?

Will he state -

(i) the Government’s stand on fixing
protective gates for the unguarded level
crossings; and

()

(if)  the amount of money allocated in the years
2011 and 2012 to fix gates in the places

where there are unguarded level crossings?

(c) Ifnot, why?
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asked the Minister of Local Government and

Provincial Councils:

(@ Is he aware that Wijayasiri Samarasinghe
Memorial Library located at the center of
Katupotha town, which was built by the
Kuliyapitiya Pradeshiya Sabha, has been closed
down for a period of about four years as it has not
been renovated?

(b)  Will he inform this House -

(i) whether action will be taken to renovate the
aforesaid library and open it for the use of
the public;

(if)  whether provisions for the renovation of the
library building have been allocated by
now; and

(iii)  if so, of the amount of money allocated?
(c) Ifnot, why?
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asked the Minister of Child Development and
Women’s Affairs:

@ Wil
(i)
(i)
(iii)
(b) If not

| he state -

the names of the programmes which are
implemented by the Sri Lanka Women’s
Bureau for the betterment of women;

separately on per year basis, the amount of
money allocated on the implementation of
the aforesaid projects in each of the years
2008, 2009, 2010 and 2011; and

whether the aforesaid amounts of money
allocated and the programmes which are
being implemented have sufficiently
contributed towards the betterment of
women ?

, Why ?
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asked the Minister of Health:
(@  Will he state -

(i) whether the Erithroproitein vaccine which
is given to control haemoglobin in kidney
patients has been provided without any
shortage to all the Government hospitals
where kidney patients are treated;

(i)  if not, those hospitals to which the aforesaid
vaccine has not been provided adequately;

(iii)  the reasons for not providing the relevant
vaccines to the above hospitals adequately;

(iv) the market value of that vaccine; and

(v) if the aforesaid drug has not been provided
to the Government hospitals, the measures
taken in relation to treating the patients who
suffer from the aforesaid disease ?
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(b)  Will he inform this House -

(i) whether other alternative drugs are
available, in addition to Erithroproitein for
the kidney disease mentioned above; and

(i)  if so, what they are ?
() Ifnot, why?
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asked the Prime Minister and Minister of Buddha

Sasana and Religious Affairs:

(@  Will he state -

(i) the number of Cabinet Ministers at present
and their names;

(if) the total of budgetary allocations to the
aforesaid Ministries for the year 2012;

(iii) the aforesaid allocation in terms of a
percentage of the GDP;

(iv) the total number of people working in those
Ministries; and

(v) the total cost per Ministry per month?

(b)  Will he also state whether any of the aforesaid
Ministries could be abolished or reduced ?

() Ifnot, why?
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asked the Minister of Civil Aviation :
(@  Will he state -

(i) the name of the present Chairman of
SriLankan Airlines;

(i) his educational and professional
qualifications;
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(iii)  the salary paid to him;

(iv) the other allowances paid to him if he is
paid such allowances; and

(v) the amount of each such allowance?
(b)  Will he also state -

(i) the number of directors inSri Lankan
Airlines;

(i) the educational and professional
qualifications of each of those directors; and

(iii)  separately, the amounts of the allowances
paid to them?

(c)  Will he further state -

(i) whether there is a Deputy Chairman or a
Working Director in SriLankan Airlines;

(i) if so, his educational and professional
qualifications; and

(iii)  the salary wages and the other allowances to
which he is entitled?

(d) Ifnot, why?
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asked the Minister of Economic Development:

@)

Is he aware that -

(i)

the Nagahaduwa stretch of paddy fields in
the Payagala area with an extent of 25
hectares is barren at present; and
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(if) absence of proper control of water, not
repairing the anicut that had been built to
prevent the flow of sea water, non receipt of
the fertilizer subsidy in the proper manner
and the provision of low quality seed paddy
are the reasons that had caused that stretch
of paddy fields going barren?

(b)  Will he state -

(i) the reasons why the attention of the relevant
authorities responsible for implementing the
Government’s project of re-cultivating the
barren paddy fields, has not been drawn to
the aforesaid barren stretch of paddy fields;

(if)  whether he admits the fact that barren paddy
fields of the aforesaid type with a large
extent of land should be re-cultivated in
order to make the country self-sufficient in
rice; and

(iii)  if so, whether arrangements will be made to
re-cultivate the Nagahaduwa stretch of
paddy fields?

(c) Ifnot, why?
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(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake on behalf of Hon. Sunil
Handunnetti)
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asked the Prime Minister and Minister of Buddha
Sasana and Religious Affairs:

(@  Will he state -

(i) whether a person named Mayuran
Kumarasamy bearing National Identity
Card No. 892291535V and resided in
Mullaitivu was arrested in Vavuniya on
28.04.2009;

(if)  whether he is aware that this person was
sent to the Welikanda Camp in
Polonnaruwa for rehabilitation in April
2010;

(iii)  whether this person is still being detained
under detention orders without being
released despite the decision to release him
in the year 2011;

(iv) if so, the name of the camp in which he is
detained at present; and

(v) the reasons for not releasing him?
(b)  If not, why?
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(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)

Thank you, Hon. Deputy Speaker for giving me this
opportunity, and | must thank the Hon. Speaker for being
magnanimous because not only has he accepted the things
that have gone on but he also called the Chairman of the
ITN, and did get certain things, which I will explain
hereafter.

Hon. Deputy Speaker, | wish to raise an issue of
breach of Privilege, where my reputation as an Hon.
Member of this august Assembly is at stake. | have been a
Member of Parliament continuously for over 19 years,
and at no time have | behaved in a manner that has
brought disrepute to myself or the position I hold or to the
country.

The Independent Television Network news broadcast
has been carrying out a well-orchestrated vilification
campaign against me as a Member of Parliament, as well
as a law-abiding citizen of the country. The daily
newspapers, the “Ceylon Today” and its sister paper, the
“Mawbima” are in league with the ITN in carrying out
this campaign. First, | did not take much notice of it but
the continuous attacks have brought me to a situation that
cannot be ignored anymore.

Initially, they picked on a totally legitimate
programme carried out by our Party, the UNP, in
association with the German-sponsored organization,
namely, the Friedrich Naumann Foundation projecting it
as a conspiracy to topple the Government. Sir, the role of
the Opposition in a democracy is to strive for power
through all democratic means.
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The “Ceylon Today” and the “Mawbima” daily
carried false news items as their lead news trying to
connect me with their story. An appropriate correction has
been sent by the Mayor of Colombo on these two news
items, while the Leader of the Opposition, our Party
Leader, the Hon. Ranil Wickremasinghe and the
Parliamentary Group of the UNP have already brought
this issue to your notice.

Sir, as a follow up to the newspaper articles, the ITN
News Department commenced their unscrupulous
vilification campaign by targeting the Friedrich Naumann
Foundation and its Country Representative, Ms. Sagarika
Delgoda.

| would say, Sir, that the Friedrich Naumann
Foundation has been working for 45 years. Sir, then, |
was told to leave out three lines from my script and | will
do so. | am personally aware that many Hon. Members of
both sides of this House have benefited immensely by
participating in programmes organized by the FNF locally
and internationally. The Hon. (Dr.) Sarath Amunugama,
the Hon. (Prof) G.L. Peiris, the Hon. (Dr.) Rajitha
Senaratne, the Hon. Mahinda Samarasinghe, the Hon.
Keheliya Rambukwella, the Hon. Dilan Perera, the Hon.
Navin Dissanayake, the Hon. Manusha Nanayakkara, the
late Hon. Jeyaraj Fernandopulle and the late Hon.
Nalanda Ellawala are only a few of the Government
Members who had participated in the programmes
organized by the Friedrich Naumann Foundation. The
Hon. Prime Minister was the Chief Guest at the Dudley
Senanayake Oration in 2011. | am aware that the
Governor of the Central Bank, Mr. Nivard Cabraal has
worked closely with the organization for many years.
Therefore, it is unfair to categorize them as partisan.

Hon. Deputy Speaker, | was told to leave out four
lines but it would bring certain things out of context. So, |
would leave it for you to change it if there is anything out
of context.

[Bromnod ¢t &8¢ 9o’ oz 8]
[ysalrnaends si 1 sweniig ysmmii Gsirsns]
[Expunged on the order of the Chair.]
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(The Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Member, please confine your speech to -

®G; 68 WS E5NW2 Owm0

(orenTfl@ rafl &HeTTHTWSS)

(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)

Certainly, but | have a difficult task because the Hon.
Speaker told me not to read certain lines in my script. So,
I do not want to go beyond the mandate that he gave me.
But, | do not want unwanted interference by those who do
not know what democracy is in this country .

The Institute for Democracy and Leadership has been
in existence since 1998. It is the successor to the
Democracy Guild, an initiative of the late Hon. Lalith
Athulath Mudali in 1991. He was a great believer in
liberal democracy who ultimately sacrificed his life for a
cause. The IDL has been engaged in civic education,
leadership and capacity-building programmes for young
leaders based on liberal principles.

Here, Sir, | was told to leave out certain lines and | am
doing so.

At no time during this period, neither has the IDL or
any of its members had any links or dealings with any
anti-national organization or persons, particularly with
the Tamil diaspora as alleged in the ITN news. The IDL
will never engage in any activity that would undermine
the sovereignty of the country or the cherished ideals of
its founder.

Sir, 1 have got copies of all the ITN news clippings in
this regard. There are 14 such DVDs. The daily News
Bulletins of ITN from the 17" to 23 of May, 2013 and
once again on 27" 28" and 29" of May, 2013 carried
lengthy news items on an alleged Friedrich Naumann-
UNP conspiracy. In these news segments, they dragged in
the Institute for Democracy and Leadership, Ms.
Shyamila Perera, Mr. Sandun Gamage and myself into
the conspiracy. The news stated that Ms. Shyamila Perera
went to India on the 10" January, 2010 to attend the
funeral of Thiruvenkadam Velupillai, father of Velupillai
Prabhakaran and she represented the Friedrich Naumann
Foundation and carried funds for the funeral.

Further, in order to drag my name into this concocted
story, they also stated that | sent a message of condolence
through her, that was handed over to the funeral
committee. This is a totally fabricated story planted by
the ITN news producers. At no time did Ms. Perera attend
the said funeral or visit India during this period nor did |
send any condolence message. Further, I am informed
that the funeral of Thiruvenkadam Vellupillai was held in
Sri Lanka and not in India. The ITN, an institution that is
being run by the taxpayers' money, should first check
their facts as well as the credibility of their so-called
reliable informants before they set out to malign innocent
people.

Then, Sir, again, the next four to five lines were told
to be left out. But, | will just read the first two lines.

[Bromed et o688 9O oz €]
[ysalrnasnds s’ 1_sweriiig ysmmiL’ Barsng]
[Expunged on the order of the Chair.]

whose names | was told to refrain from mentioning and |
am doing so. But, once again | would like to say that
none of the people | mentioned,

[Bromed ¢t o688 9O’ oz €]
[ysalrnasnds s 1_sweriiig ysmmi’ Bersng]
[Expunged on the order of the Chair.]

So, this is pre-fabricated and a very concerted attack just
to malign the UNP, the Friedrich Naumann Institute and
myself.
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Sir, the motive of all this mud-slinging was revealed in
the News Bulletin of the 27" May where they said, “We
are also receiving more information of the activities
carried out by the UNP MP Ravi Karunanayake against
the country. We will reveal more details on the
programmes launched by Sagarika Delgoda, the UNP-
Naumann Parliamentarians headed by Ravi Karunanayake
against the country maintaining close links with number
of countries”. They added a new charge that I, together
with the Friedrich Naumann Foundation, am making an
attempt to rekindle communal unrest in the country
through their news items of 28" and 29" May, 2013.

Sir, you will see from the chronology of these facts,
the conspiracy that is being hatched against me to vilify
me and tarnish my image. It is sad that they are dragging
the names of innocent law-abiding people into this having
committed no crime. All these fictitious stories are only a
figment of their imagination. Had there been an iota of
truth in these fabricated news, | would not for a moment
thought of bringing this matter before you. You know that
the ITN has been sued by me and in many instances they
have apologized and even paid for their charges against
me.

It is the duty of the media to act responsibly, truthfully
and fairly. They have no right to go on a journey of their
own on character assassination and mislead the people
with untruth, false information and defamation. This is
not the first occasion the ITN has done this. They have
failed in their attempt and has apologized and also paid
for their charges against me.

Sir, you are the custodian of our rights and privileges.
So, | am requesting you to refer this matter to the
Committee on Privileges for appropriate inquiry. | would
also mention that this is the 17" time that a privilege
matter is being referred to the Committee on Privileges
but never during my 19 years in Parliament has a single
one been investigated.

So, what is the purpose of referring these matters to
the Committee on Privileges? At this particular moment, |
must thank the Hon. Speaker for speaking to the
Chairman of the ITN yesterday and asking for a report to
be sent to him by tomorrow. | would greatly appreciate if
this matter is taken up on a fast-track basis and ensure that
such malign activity or this concerted attack on the UNP
and ourselves is stopped as | will be pursuing legal action
on this matter to rectify it.

Thank you.

@0 gl 5.00.08. 23Dl Swmo

(LomedTL Ll @ VAN TE 67.6TF.6TLD. Sy6VV6UIT)

(The Hon. Alhaj A.H.M. Azwer)

Why was his passport impounded by the court?

Bewdts O1znemn®o
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(The Deputy Speaker)

This matter will be referred to the Committee on
Privileges and appropriate action will be taken.

®©F; OB WGB3 Wm0
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(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)

Hon. Deputy Speaker, the Hon. Member is asking me
a question. | would like to tell him that if he does have
facts, ask it outside without asking it under the cover of
Privileges of Parliament so that | can sue him for that
matter.
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JAMIAH RAHMANIYA ARABIC COLLEGE, AKURANA
(INCORPORATION) BILL
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Question put, and agreed to.

Bill accordingly read the First time, and ordered to be printed.

The Bill stood referred, under Standing Order No. 47(5), to the
Minister of Buddha Sasana and Religious Affairs for report.



451 208Be®sInd 452

@©eddee D8 s5em® WIde (s-edon BBe®)
sy emH®sn
QFCr_ G smwm weTmib BibLilbensiGUTmILiLy
(L1 6T H6V) FL_L_eLpsvid
THE SERETSE KHAMA FOUNDATION TRUST
(INCORPORATION) BILL
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©0T Bewd®s mOmnemn®B, swn wewsy 0wddznd @
988us momDo:

“enecden D BeHO Wde wEGhon BEO wewm g smEt
omJ0un 928uxs BIOO gded 8w @y @.”

®OC OBRBID WS EIBRH ODm0
(oreTyLl@ SWhHS &HTTSVS55)
(The Hon. Gayantha Karunatileka)

S8 980 o GE.
2 CLomBlG i
Seconded.

g S@wm 8y wer e3®8» Se.

o8 emg@sm JO ¢ncd 85680 OJF Bwkbm» Y, S
Beeww B8O Hewlw oz G&.

28299 2888 esews 47(3) Oz 99O Beowlwws wdosn sms
YOS @S @efDr F@I1DL2®s 0O SO &

T (Bl SLILIL (B), Mm% CIBTETmLILIL 1.

Bl&eTLILg, FLL APV (PSETUPsOM OB t111L" (B), YFHL_ L1t &
FL 1 _ewemuili_ LI 1 gy.

FLLpsvid  Blewevssl L swer G, 47(5) Bleruy  Faps
Crewauser — YewWFFWHG — YMlbens
FIL L L1111 ).

OB EDHTSS

Question put, and agreed to.

Bill accordingly read the First time, and ordered to be printed.

The Bill stood referred, under Standing Order No. 47(5), to the
Minister of Social Services for report.
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GALHINNA JAMIATHUL FATHTHAH ARABIC COLLEGE
(INCORPORATION) BILL
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(The Hon. Hunais Farook)

Hon. Deputy Speaker, | move,

"That leave be granted to introduce a Bill to incorporate the
Galhinna Jamiathul Faththah Arabic College."
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Question put, and agreed to.

Bill accordingly read the First time, and ordered to be printed.

The Bill stood referred, under Standing Order No. 47(5), to the
Minister of Buddha Sasana and Religious Affairs for report.
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Order, please! Will an Hon. Member propose the Hon.
Janaka Bandara to take the Chair?
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I propose that the Hon. Janaka Bandara do now take
the Chair.
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Question put, and agreed to.
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Whereupon MR. DEPUTY SPEAKER left the Chair, and
THE HON. JANAKA BANDARA took the Chair.
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(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)
Sir, | rise to a point of Order.
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(The Presiding Member)
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(oresrfl@ rafl & HenrTHTWwss)

(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)

Sir, Lasantha is a friend of all of us. I do not think
that he should rake over the past, a person who is not
among the living.

Gots2¥00:t) @IF S0
(sewevenHTHIGL 2 MILILNeTT Sy6uiTdeir)
(The Presiding Member)

No, that is not a point of Order.

@06 83857 ¢ Ded P wOBOD Bwmn

(omessTL L@ FEIGIT B 6UT6IV (G 6u0ToU T G 60T)

(The Hon. Sajin De Vass Gunawardena)

Hon. Member, whether he is a friend of yours or not
is a different matter. But, the fact of the matter is that |
am trying to prove a point. You had better relax and listen
to what | have to say. - [Interruption.]

G806 O5IEn®

(pewevemwgTHRIGL 2 Mililesi jeuider)

(The Presiding Member)

@G 08 WO €m OGS D08 eDsIH.
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(orerLfl@ Fedlsit & umelv @ swreuger)

(The Hon. Sajin De Vass Gunawardena)

Whether the person is deceased or not, what | am
trying to prove is a point as to how some of media
institutions in this country commit extortions. | do not
know whether you were a part of it; | do not know
whether you shared the spoils of it. But, let me finish
what | have to say.
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(The Presiding Member)

The Hon. M. A. Sumanthiran, please.

[2.47 p.m.]

@0 8.8, 03 BT5T Swmn

(LomevoTLy L)@ 6TiD.6T. SriofbgTedT)

(The Hon. M.A. Sumanthiran)

Thank you, Sir, for the opportunity given to me to
speak today. Following the Hon. Member from Galle,
may | commence by saying that | was astonished by his
revelation that on a Sunday, the newspapers have -

G068 O5IE 0

(pewevemgTHRIGL 2 Ml ilesi jeuider)

(The Presiding Member)
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Whereupon THE HON. JANAKA BANDARA left the Chair, and
MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN OF COMMITTEES [THE HON.

MURUGESU CHANDRAKUMAR] took the Chair.

@0 8.8, 0BT Swmn

(LomevdrLy L)@ 6TiD.6T. SriofbgTedT)

(The Hon. M.A. Sumanthiran)

Sir, | was saying that the Hon. Member from Galle
told us that on a Sunday, 90 per cent of the news that one
finds in the Sunday newspapers is anti-Government. |
wonder which country he was talking about, certainly not
Sri Lanka.- [Interruption.] He has been monitoring the
activities of the Ministry of External Affairs and been
flying around and has got confused with the Sunday
newspapers published in this country with other countries
that he has been travelling to. - [Interruption.]

@0 8857 ¢ Ded QeWOBO® Bwmn

(LomevsTL 0@ FEBNGIT B 6UTEIV () 6NT6U TS 6uT)

(The Hon. Sajin De Vass Gunawardena)

My dear Friend, Hon. Sumanthiran, with the new
attire today, you are the one who looks confused -
[Interruption.]

®©F; 6558 etdrnrnnm PH8a
(orevsr1fl@ (Sl mogl) Crmrend GFesrmBIdhs)
(The Hon. (Mrs.) Rosy Senanayake)

He looks very handsome.

@0 ©9.9. 30 BcET Bwmn
(Lomesor L)@ 6T1D.67. FrLobSTedT)
(The Hon. M.A. Sumanthiran)
Thank you.

@G 853 ¢ Dotd QeRdERD Owmn

(omevsrL L@ FEI6IT B 6UT6IV (G 6u0ToU (T G 60T)

(The Hon. Sajin De Vass Gunawardena)

He is fighting for the leadership with his new attire.
After the Hon. Sampanthan decides to retire -

@0 ©9.9. 30 BcET Bwmn

(Lomesor L)@ 6T1D.67. FHrLoHSBTedT)

(The Hon. M.A. Sumanthiran)

His recent visit to China, | am sure, would have shown
him that the press freedom in that country is much greater
than the press freedom one enjoys in Sri Lanka today.
There are many ways in which the Government attacks
the media. There are inducements, there are threats, there
are physical attacks and there are even killings. The Hon.
Member of the UNP from Colombo who opened the
Debate, referred to the statistics given to this House by
the Chief Government Whip as to the number of
journalists who were killed. Now, the question is, how
many of these crimes against journalists and media
institutions have been solved? That is the litmus test to
see who is behind these killings and these attacks. If the
Government is unable to solve even a single attack on a
media institution, an abduction or a killing of a journalist,
then it can only mean that the Government is behind all of
those crimes. If not, at least some of these would have
been solved. You cannot say that our police force is that
inefficient, that they cannot solve any of the crimes that
are committed against media institutions.

You only have to look at the status that Sri Lanka has
attained with regard to press freedom. It is way down. A
couple of years ago, it was the second most dangerous
place for journalists in the world. It is not something that
you can be proud about.- [Interruption.] The Hon.
Member from Kandy has changed seats. Why do you not
come and sit in your seat? Then, you can ask me
questions.- [Interruption.]

Now, | want to advert to one example and demonstrate
what | have been saying up to now. That example is the
“Uthayan” newspaper, as was stated, the Managing
Director of which is my Colleague, the Hon. Member
from Jaffna. So, that shows where the ownership lies.
That then, also reveals the background and the reasons for
the attacks that have been made against this one
newspaper. During the last seven years, the number of
attacks on this newspaper, the incidents, was over 30. | do
not think any other media institution in this country has
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suffered this amount of attacks. Two of their employees
were shot dead inside the premises. Gunmen came and
opened fire; two died and three others were seriously
injured. That has not been inquired into nor has that crime
been resolved. This was sometime ago. If one is to look at
the recent incidents, just this year alone, their newspaper
distributor was attacked, then, their distribution centre in
Kilinochchi was attacked by armed personnel and you
know, you cannot have an armed group in Kilinochchi
doing this kind of operation and getting away. If that can
happen in a highly militarized environment in
Kilinochchi, it can only be the act of the Government.
The latest of that is in the month of April, when their
main printing press and the main printing machine was set
on fire to totally incapacitate them from printing and
distributing this newspaper. None of these has been
solved. If in Kilinochchi and in Jaffna, you can have such
blatant attacks carried out by armed thugs and not getting
caught, it can only be an indication of the fact that these
are carried out by agents of the Government.

Now, | want to get on to something more important. In
the context of all of these physical attacks on this
newspaper, there is something else also that goes on
parallely. That is the vilification campaign carried out in
the State media about this newspaper. This is a very
strange thing that is happening, particularly in the “Daily
News” and | will read one by one. Now, practically
everyday there are news items published in the “Daily
News” targeting the “Uthayan” newspaper. The
“Uthayan” newspaper has been subjected to such
harassment, which can only be harassment by the
Government and its agents. But, now, on top of that, you
have the State media targeting a hate campaign against
this newspaper. It is a hate campaign. It is to instigate
violence against this newspaper and its owners. It started
sometime ago but if I limit myself just to this year alone,
one by one, several news items come and almost all of
those have to do with the military personnel in Jaffna.

Now, just two days ago, that is, onTuesday, 4™ June,
2013, page 3 of the “Daily News” states, | quote:

“Udayan undermining govt’s resettlement progress - Major General
Boniface Perera”

What has Major General Boniface Perera got to do
with resettlement? What has Major General Boniface
Perera got to do with what the "Uthayan" newspaper
publishes? Who is he? A military official. There was a
huge news item in the "Daily News" stating that the
“'Uthayan" newspaper is undermining efforts of
resettlement.

@0 83853 ¢ Datd PeRdIRD Bwmo
(orenrLfl@ Fedleht $ sure G enTouTBHewT)
(The Hon. Sajin De Vass Gunawardena)
Is there any truth in that?

@0 ©9.9. 3@ BcET Bwmn

(omesor L)@ 6T1D.67. FFLoHSBTedT)

(The Hon. M.A. Sumanthiran)

The "Uthayan" newspaper most certainly publishes
about resettlement, the slow progress of resettlement. It
mentions about the fact that there is no resettlement in
Valikamam North and the Government is acquiring
lands, - just in one place alone 6,400 acres, 25 square
kilometres; Colombo is only of 31 square kilometres of
land - a large extent of land where people are not being
allowed to resettle. Is that not the duty of the newspaper
to voice that concern? When that happens, what role
does a military official have in this scheme of events at
all? A military official says that this newspaper is
undermining the Government’s resettlement progress. Is
he not ashamed to call this resettlement a “progress", in
the first place? There is no progress; there is no
resettlement.

The same newspaper only highlighted that and this
news item states, | quote:

“The Udayan newspaper has published another article
arousing communal hatred...

Udayan has destroyed and defaced information about the
resettlement process in the Northern Province,...”

If the "Uthayan" newspaper publishes wrong
information, there are remedies available that the
Government must take; the Minister of Resettlement
must take umbrage at that. Who is a military official to
publish in a Government newspaper, news items like this
about another newspaper? On the previous day, there
was an editorial in this regard in this newspaper. We
know much about this Editor of the "Daily News". He
wears high heels and even that does not bring him up to
any stature. On the same day, 4™ of June, in the editorial
he states, | quote :

“...what with the Uthayan breathing down their necks with
the day’s anti-militarist diatribe each morning ...”

What has this editor got to do with the "Uthayan"
newspaper? He is talking about ethics for journalists.
Look at your own newspaper editor, what he says about
another newspaper on the 1% of June in the "Daily
News"? This news items states, | quote:

“Udayan attempting to create bad image about Lanka -
Maj Gen Hathurusinghe”

Great guardian of Lanka, Major General
Hathurusinghe is offended that the "Uthayan" newspaper
is creating a bad image about Lanka. What has Major
General Hathurusinghe got do with this?

@0 gC®d 5.80.98. 308 Owmn
(omressrLL0l@ SLADTEY 67.6TF.6TLD. ByeTV6UIT)
(The Hon. Alhaj A.H.M. Azwer)

He is a man who saved - [Interruption.]



469 2013 &8 05 470

@0 8.8, 0 BT5T Swmmn

(LomevoTLy L)@ 6TiD.6T. Sriofbg)TedT)

(The Hon. M.A. Sumanthiran)

Major General Hathurusinghe - [Interruption.] Sit
down. He has been named in this House. He has been
named in this House by the Leader of the Opposition as a
person who is running a private militia in Jaffna, not once
but many times. After the Leader of Opposition visited
Jaffna, with facts and figures he complained. Even last
month, he raised the issue that when he named the Major
General Hathurusinghe as a person who was running a
private army in Jaffna, that several newspapers - he
mentioned even the "Daily Mirror"- have been scared to
publish his name. When "The Island" newspaper
published his name -

@0 gSGd 5.00.00. 23l dwmo
(LomedTL Ll @ VAN TE 67.6TF.6TLD. Sy6VV6UIT)
(The Hon. Alhaj A.H.M. Azwer)

Sir, | rise to a point of Order.

Bewrdss m02m eswisBn®s

(ewssseflsr LNrsls saillsrari Hjeuissr)

(Mr. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Order, please! What is the point of Order, Hon.
Azwer?

@0 gl &.00.08. 23Dl vz

(LomedTLyL0l@ VAN TE 67.6TF.6TLD. Sy6VV6UIT)

(The Hon. Alhaj A.H.M. Azwer)

Sir, he is a topless advocate. Major General
Hathurusinghe does not have a private army. He is from
the Sri Lanka Army. He has saved the lives of all the
Tamils. Hon. Member, you are wearing the Vetti today to
give the works to the Hon. Sampanthan. - [Interruption.]

@0 8.8, 0BT Swmn

(LomevoTLy L)@ 6TiD.6T. SriofbgTedT)

(The Hon. M.A. Sumanthiran)

Then, on the 30" of May, another news item states
that the former IDB Chairman, Udayasri Kariyawasam, is
sending Letters of Demand. That is a news item in the
“Daily News". Then, on Wednesday, 29" of May, 2013,
the "Daily News" states, | quote:

“Udayan in futile attempt to mislead people about Northern polls”

It looks like that one page of the "Daily News" has
been set apart to monitor what the "Uthayan" publishes
and then publish information. - [Interruption.] This is a
very serious matter. Hon. Sajin De Vass Gunawardena,
will you listen to me?

@0 8857 ¢ Ded QeWOBO® Bwmn

(LomevsTLLO@ FEBNGIT B 6UTEIV (& 6U0T6U TS 60T)

(The Hon. Sajin De Vass Gunawardena)

Try and get 100 votes at the next provincial council election.

@0 ©9.9. 30 BcET Bwmn

(omesor L)@ 6T1D.67. FFLoHSBTedT)

(The Hon. M.A. Sumanthiran)

I am talking about something very serious, not about
the provincial councils. - [Interruption.]

Bewdss m0m ewisBn®

(swssefler Lrsls sallsrari Sjeuissr)

(Mr. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Order, please! Hon. Sajin De Vass Gunawardena and
Hon. Azwer, please sit down.

@6 0.9, 3@ BcsT Dwmn

(omevorLyL0l@ 6TiD.67. LB TedT)

(The Hon. M.A. Sumanthiran)

This is a very serious issue. This Government not
only hires people and physically carries out attacks, -
[Interruption.]

Beawadss 20m ewisBn®

(ewssallsr UNrdls sallereri jeuigser)

(Mr. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Hon. Azwer and Hon . Sajin De Vass Gunawardena,
please sit down.

@0 ©0.8. 1y®sIBS5T Owmn

(omessrL L@ 6TD.67. FHiohBTedT)

(The Hon. M.A. Sumanthiran)

The Editor of the "Uthayan™ was attacked; the Deputy
Editor was attacked physically when none of them -

001 ©8.0:3.8.8.0¢. @eadbn dvm (L @em
208 O Bewdes g&ims@o)

(orerfl@ 6110.B%.67.19.67600. GewTouiHer - GlLends Frae,
G SIUVSEET LTS SjewLodair)

(The Hon. M.K.A.D.S. Gunawardana - Deputy Minister of
Buddha Sasana and Religious Affairs)

[Crwmed e 858 9O o> & ]
[y gBlrrFars sL 1_swerLiuy yEmmLILIL (BaTens]
[Expunged on the order of the Chair.]

@0 ©0.8. 1y®sIBS5T Owmn

(omessrL L@ 6TD.67. FHiohBTedT)

(The Hon. M.A. Sumanthiran)

Hon. Deputy Minister of Buddha Sasana and
Religious Affairs, there is no purpose in your sitting there
and shouting

[Bromned o &8 90 oz G ]
[y gBlrrFans L L swerLiuy yEDDLILIL BaTend]
[Expunged on the order of the Chair.]

at me. - [Interruption.] Why do you not conduct yourself

in a better fashion without sitting in the last row and
shouting at me like that? You are the Deputy Minister of
Buddha Sasana and Religious Affairs. So, why do you
not conduct yourself in a better way? - [Interruption.] |
am raising a serious issue with regard to attacks on
newspapers. You have no spine to answer me; you have
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no information to tell this House as to why no inquiry is
conducted, as to why no one has been apprehended. You
can only sit there like a

[Bcesmed gas 868 9O mox & ]
[y SBlrraens s L swerLiLy yEmmLILIL BoTendy]
[Expunged on the order of the Chair.]

and call me names. That is all you can do. -
[Interruption.]

@0 g8 5.90.08. g0l Swm
(LomevsTLLOl@ SILADTEY 67.6TF.6TLD. By6VV6UIT)
(The Hon. Alhaj A.H.M. Azwer)

Sir, | rise to a point of Order.

Bewrdehs 0 ewresBn®o

(ewssefsr Urdls sallFreri ojeurser)

(Mr. Deputy Chairman of Committees)
What is the point of Order, Hon. Azwer?

@0 g8 5.90.08. g0l Swm

(LomevsTLLOl@ SILADTEY 67.6TF.6TLD. By6VV6UIT)

(The Hon. Alhaj A.H.M. Azwer)

Sir, he is calling the Hon. Deputy Minister of Buddha
Sasana and Religious Affairs

[Geremod ges 888 9O o 8]
[y sBNrrFends &L 1_swearLiLy yEmmLILIL BaTsnd]
[Expunged on the order of the Chair.]

He is the reincarnation of the

[Bromnod ¢ &8¢ 9o’ oz 8]
[y sBlrFens &L 1_swearLiLiy ysmmLILIL Bareng]
[Expunged on the order of the Chair.]

There are no

[Gcremned ¢es 588 9O o & ]
[y &BlrrFens s 1_swearLiy yEmmLILIL BaTend]
[Expunged on the order of the Chair.]

here. So, he cannot do that. Sir, he must withdraw that.

Bewrdes m0m eswresBn®o

(swssefsr Urdls sallereri ojeuiger)

(Mr. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

That is not a point of Order, Hon. Azwer. You carry
on, Hon. Member. - [Interruption.]

@0 ©8.8. @I RS5T Dwmo
(omevorLy L)@ 6Tib.6y. &rLofbglredr)

(The Hon. M.A. Sumanthiran)
That is not a point of Order.

@0 ©53FOcews
(omessryLll@ 2_mitifleri spheu)
(An Hon. Member)

You called him

[Gcremned ¢es 588 9O o & ]
[y &BlrrFens s 1_swearLiLy yEMmLILIL BaTend]
[Expunged on the order of the Chair.]

@0 ©9.9. 30 BcET Bwmn

(omesor L)@ 6T1D.67. FFLoHSBTedT)

(The Hon. M.A. Sumanthiran)

Then, Sir, on the 24" of May, 2013, this is what the
"Daily News" states, | quote:

"Udayan attempting to undermine sovereignty - Major General
Leonard Mark"

Now, another Major General, Leonard Mark. What all
of these "Generals" - this is the third Major General in a
space of a few days - do there is, commenting on what
the "Uthayan" publishes. Is that their job, to monitor what
the newspaper publishes? If they want to do that - call
and tell the "Daily News" - let them do that and it
publishes this hate speech. This is classic hate speech by
the Government and it is backed up by actual physical
attacks on these media institutions. And, you have no
shame. Even when this is pointed out in the House, all
you can do is shout; all you can do is raise a noise. Hon.
Minister of Mass Media and Information - you only
presented the Regulation and said that you will reply later
- | want you to reply to this. Is this proper conduct by the
Government, to use your media day after day -

Bewdts 0m ewsBn®

(ewdsefler LNrsls sallsrari Seuissr)

(Mr. Deputy Chairman of Committees)
Hon. Sumanthiran, please wind up now.

@0 ©0.8. 1y®sIBS5T Owmn
(omessrL L@ 6T1D.67. FLohITedT)
(The Hon. M.A. Sumanthiran)
Sir. | am going to wind up.

Within the time allotted to me and the time that was
permitted by the shouting, | have been able to refer to
only two or three news items. | have a whole file here.
Day after day, the "Daily News" indulges in this
campaign of hate against the “Uthayan” and on the
ground, those military officials send their goons to attack
the newspaper office, to burn the newspaper printer; you
attacked their delivery vehicle. All of this is being carried
out and you talk about media freedom; you say there is
media freedom in this country. - [Interruption.] Why are
you doing this? Why are you doing this to the only
regional newspaper that is published in Jaffna? This is the
only regional Tamil newspaper that is published in
Jaffna. Is it because the owner belongs to an Opposition
political party? This is entirely unacceptable.

Thank you.
[.20. 3.06]

5] ®axsTm DeFtnd Dwm

(omesorLyfl@ Frhs LsHTLTT)

(The Hon. Shantha Bandara)
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Bewrdes 02 eswsBn®r

(ewssseflsr LNrsls saillsrari Hjeuissr)

(Mr. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Hon. Member, now please wind up your speech.

®5; (5D DeFts PHm
(oreryfl@ FThs LsssTLTT)
(The Hon. Shantha Bandara)
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D0 g0 Be020BH OWsN

(omrevsTLll@ S|BIT SleWTHTWISHS)

(The Hon. Anura Dissanayake)
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The next speaker is the Hon.
Chandrakumar. You have 15 minutes.
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SallTds
FlhgTLILID

Bewrdes mOznem

(Nrdld FuTBTLST Sj6uiTasT)

(The Deputy Speaker)

Order, please! Will an Hon. Member propose the Hon.
Mohan Priyadarshana De Silva to take the Chair?

@G ewmen v SHFNECE Ovm

(orenTLfl@ QFCansdw ribLsGlaussv)

(The Hon. Keheliya Rambukwella)

| propose that the Hon. Mohan Priyadarshana De
Silva do now take the Chair.

g S@eszd &, wwr @@ S,
aflsorir A BIGHLILIL (B) TMHMYS CIBTOTMLILIL L.
Question put, and agreed to.

oG d Howlers mznemn® gGowmewssy @O
Hewsy, o0 @@y u¢lem ¢ 8GO @wmr Gerez10;6) Sw.

QYSOT LW, LITHIE FUTBTWST YUTHeT 9YsHITmFedssollsrm
ysVGeu, wrevrLlle Glramrer LIusiagsr & FHsvaur gysuiser
BEDCVEHLD US| GS5/TTT F56IT.

Whereupon MR. DEPUTY SPEAKER Ileft the Chair, and THE
HON. MOHAN PRIYADARSHANA DE SILVA took the Chair.

[4.15 p.m.]

@0 Gy DnPSm Bwm

(ressryll@ @)rmesr ailsal Ty deor)

(The Hon. Eran Wickramaratne)

Hon. Presiding Member, while we are debating a
Regulation, which is actually about the amounts for
registration that need to be paid, and | want to use the
opportunity to discuss the issues relating to the media and
specifically, to the press. The freedom of expression and
the freedom of information are rights that every human
being, wherever he may be born, basically has. From time
immemorial, subjects of the kingdom as well as citizens
of a country have expressed their views, and it has been
the struggle of those subjects in a kingdom or citizens in
a Republic to maintain their freedom. This struggle
continues even today. | speak today as a Parliamentarian,
a citizen of the Republic and also as a citizen of the free
world.

The judiciary and the media are two very important
institutions which help us to protect our freedom.
Unfortunately, when we think about the judiciary today,
its subjugation to the executive, the more recent history
of the irregular and unethical removal of the Chief Justice
and also the appointment of members of the executive to
the judiciary are a part of our unfortunate history.
However, the media, though somewhat frightened and
weakened, is still the fourth estate of this Republic.
Today, we have an opportunity to actually speak on its
behalf. | see the activation of the Sri Lanka Press Council
Law and also the attempt to bring in a code of ethics for
journalists as dangerous and to be viewed with suspicion.
I have reasons for saying this. | would say that even some
Ministers of the Government are actually not completely
responsible for the instruments that are used to execute
the plan guiding Sri Lanka to use an Indonesian term
"guided democracy"- | make it a euphemism - moving in
the direction of more and more of a totalitarian State.
Now, if you look at history, | have reasons to say this. If |
look at the World Press Freedom Index 2013 made by
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Reporters Without Borders, Sri Lanka is ranked 162 out
of 179. People could contest any index and | would invite
you to contest the Index subsequently. But, | have to refer
to these because otherwise it will be like, "we set the
examination paper; we mark the paper and we consider
ourselves good" but we have to get others to actually
mark our paper internationally and then decide whether
our performance is good or bad.

In the Committee to Protect Journalists’ Index of
2013, which is another index, Sri Lanka ranks fourth and
only Irag, Somalia and the Philippines ranked worse than
us. The Committee to Protect Journalists state, | quote:

“But four years after the end of the nation’s long civil war, President
Mahinda Rajapaksa’s administration has shown no interest in pursuing
the perpetrators in nine journalist murders over the past decade. All of
the victims had reported on politically sensitive issues in ways that were
critical of the Rajapaksa government.”

Today, we heard the news that one court in this
country had upheld a murder conviction against a
politician. Even though we make no comment on the case
itself as we do not know the facts of the case, it is
interesting to note that a politician has actually been
convicted.

"The Freedom of the Press 2013" published by the
Freedom House has ranked Sri Lanka 164™ out of 196
nations and the status given is, “Not free".

The "Committee to Protect Journalists" - CPJ - states
that 13 journalists have been killed since 2005. That is
one of the worst records of impunity. Impunity here is
defined as "unresolved murders as a percentage of the
population of that particular country” and Sri Lanka has
been ranked fourth in that.

Then, according to "Journalists in Exile", there are, at
least, 23 journalists in exile. So, that is the reason why we
are having this Debate today and talking about the
necessity to continuously fight for the freedom of the
media and the freedom of the press.

The Press Council Bill was first introduced in 1973,
during the time of the 1970 -77 Government, soon after
the takeover of the "Lake House" and “Dawasa.” It was in
that background that this Bill was introduced.

Today, there were references made to many
Parliamentarians here and the press or the media that they
own. There was also a reference made to the illustrious
"Wijewardena” family and also to the "Uthayan"
newspaper that is being singled out by the "Daily News".
Actually, it is more than a matter as to who owns the
newspaper. We are talking about the freedom of

journalists. Anybody could own it. In every country,
even in the Western countries, different vested interests
own the press but it is clear which particular person owns
it and which particular overall stance the particular media
institution will take. The public can filter and decide after
they have an array of views, which view that they want to
subscribe to.

Then, 1 would like to say something about the attack
on the Editor and the Deputy Editors of the "Uthayan"
newspaper. | am not holding the Minister of Mass Media
and Information responsible for this. But, | am certainly
holding the Board of the "Daily News" and its Chairman
responsible for this. The Minister of Mass Media and
Information could take note of the fact that it is the
Government media that first needs to have a code of
ethics than having a general code of ethics. It is also
unfortunate to note that the Sri Lanka Army is drawn into
media debates due to statements made by senior officials
of the Sri Lanka Army. Its honour is best defended by the
Government and a regulated press, and | wish its honour
will be defended in that particular way.

In 2002, the UNF Government led by the then Prime
Minister, the Hon. Ranil Wickremasinghe, was able to
repeal the Criminal Defamation Provisions in the Penal
Code and the Press Council Law in 2002, including the
repeal of Section 118 of the Penal Code. - [Interruption.]
The establishment of the Sri Lanka Press Institute, the
Press Complaints Commission and the Sri Lanka College
of Journalism were welcome developments. But, very
little has happened since then to improve the press
freedom and the citizens’ right to information.

Restrictions are needed and in every country there are
restrictions. But, these restrictions should be confined to
the exceptions permitted under Section 3 of Article 19 of
the ICCPR, which specifically refers to the respect of the
rights and reputation of others, and secondly, for the
protection of national security, public order, public health
and public morals. That is the restriction. In time of
public emergency which threatens the life of the nation,
the existence is officially proclaimed and then there is a
necessity for restriction. Such measures, however, must
not be inconsistent with international law. We live in a
globalized world. We live in a world which has instant
information. We live in a world in which we are born in
one country, we study in another country, we work in
another country and we are also a very important part of
the global community. Therefore, we cannot ignore in
any way our responsibilities to the universal family.

As we talk of press freedom, one important thing in
press freedom is the right to information. With India,
Pakistan, Bangladesh, Nepal, Maldives, Bhutan included,
every country in South Asia has a Right to Information or
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a Freedom of Information Act. Sri Lanka is the only
country that does not have such an Act and it becomes the
exception. A right that the citizens of Scandinavia have
enjoyed for more than a hundred years is denied to the
citizens of this country. The right to information is needed
because of the principles of transparency and open
government. So, | would like to say this. I would like to
say that the Government’s attempt to bring in a code of
ethics for the media has to be looked at with suspicion,
because when you have a State-controlled media as at
present, there is defamation, slander, baseless reporting,
adopted by the media. Why is the Government not self-
regulating its own media at present without attempting to
bring a code of ethics, which will inevitably control
only the private media?
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(The Hon. Eran Wickramaratne)

Thank you. Will these guidelines be applied to the
State media? Who will adhere to this? Who will enforce
this? Ultimately, is it going to be again the Government
itself? The issue dominating media today - their problem
is not that there is too much freedom. The country ranks,
as | said earlier, near the bottom in terms of press
freedom, the world over. What is the moral basis on
which this Government is contemplating to further control
press freedom? | think what they should do is actually get
out of the way of the free media. Stop leaning on editors
and publishers. Stop buying newspapers and TV channels
indirectly or directly. Self-regulation is necessary. The
Press Complaints Commission of Sri Lanka was set up
more than ten years ago. The Editors' Guild, the Sri Lanka
Press Institute, they have undertaken to ensure that the
newspapers abide by certain criteria and standards. The
PCCL guidelines are on the website and the fraternity
needs to take the responsibility in protecting the rights of
every individual. A supplicant judiciary will ensure that
the State media is insulated from the danger of laws,
while the independent media will report with the sword
of Damocles over its head. A free press and an
independent judiciary are enemies of totalitarianism. The
attempt at subjugating these two vital democratic organs
offers the best clues of the future direction of this
Government.

Thank you.
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As a media man, | am doubly happy to take part in
this Debate. |1 know the woes of the media persons, the
ups and downs and the progress that they are making in
the journalistic world. Sir, take for instance, the Lake
House. In which era was it completely free? When the
UNP came into power, you had your control over it and
the SLFP did the same thing. Even the UNF and the other
governments did the same thing.

Today, | must pay a tribute to Mr. Bandula
Padmakumara and his able lieutenant =& iz 8wse Mr.
Seelaratne, Director, Editorials; Mr. Senerath, Director;
Mr. Upul Dissanayake, Director, Operations; Mr. Abhaya
Amaradasa, general Manager, and others for producing
newspapers that are worth reading. We can hold our
heads high and show to the entire world how free our
newspapers are. There was a time, Sir, when we said:
“Your name is appearing in the paper.” "Which paper?"
"Brown paper” - because newsprint was not available
those days. Now, for instance, the "Sunday Observer"
newspaper. It has 104 pages. We cannot even carry it.
You might have to bring a cart in order to carry the
"Sunday Observer". Not to be outdone, see "The Sunday
Times" newspaper, which is not controlled by the
Government. | think it has 148 pages and there are so
many other newspapers that have over 50 pages,
especially the Sunday editions. "The Sunday Leader"
newspaper has 40 pages, the "Lankadeepa" newspaper
has 62 pages and the "Silumina” newspaper similarly has
a large number of pages. The "Rivira" has 40 pages and
the "Divaina" has 76 pages.

What does this prove, Sir? It proves that more and
more people are reading newspapers now than ever
before and they are all getting a large number of
Government advertisements. | must say with all humility,
our Government is so liberal and so free minded that they
are giving advertisements to the newspapers which has
made it a habit to attack the Government morning,
evening, day and night. Advertisements are given to those
newspapers as well. There are several newspapers here.
For instance, | will show you the "Virakesari" newspaper

"Ggsfw smHpTLed Ferd 2013 wesr 05". The Government

has given one full-page advertisement to the "Virakesari"
newspaper; that is good, and to several others. | hope all

are getting it. It is being published by spprie wHmiid
YHILLS55555 FEP) jewFdr, by our Hon. Minister, to
mark "World Environment Day" or "World Green Day".

I see Muslim students wearing purdahs just leaving
the Gallery. Some people send messages through SMS,
twitter and other websites to say that in Sri Lanka these
purdahs are being grabbed by people on the roads.
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This is the freedom that they have. There is a website
called "Mangala Website" in this country. =; oy s e=d?
8 emdes? ¢l i "Mangala Website" €z & g
OB W OB OwBDTTO GO eCI®WO® WO,

[Geremod ges 888 9O o @8]
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[Expunged on the order of the Chair.]

508 @® ded Mr. Bean ©®0ed. 8530 s2B oo sl o®

[Gcremned ¢es 588 9O o & ]
[y sBlrrFens s 1_swertiy yEmmLILL (BaTens]
[Expunged on the order of the Chair.]
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He is suffering from a Rajapaksa phobia. The other
day, he gushed out venom against the cre&sessfs =g in the
House. It is vomitish to listen, Sir. This is the politics that
they are engaged in. - [Interruption.] Hon. (Mrs.)
Thalatha Atukorale should understand - | will not come
out with the secret. - what her brother said at that time -
[Interruption.]

@0 0I5t gOIR® Owmn
(omevsr L@ Begmesr LT GIBIS)
(The Hon. John Amaratunga)
Sir, | rise to a point of Order.
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(The Presiding Member)
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(omevsr L@ Begmesr LT GIBIS)

(The Hon. John Amaratunga)

Sir, any reference made to a Member of Parliament
should be eliminated from the Hansard. Sir, | know you
will do it.
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(The Hon. Alhaj A.H.M. Azwer)

I am not talking about Mr. Mangala Moonesinghe or
the Hon. Mangala Samaraweera, | am only mentioning -

DO @EI5T @®CR® Dwmo
(omevorLyfl@ Ceamesr )T &IBIs)
(The Hon. John Amaratunga)
20D, DHO RO,

@6 gCwod 5.09.08. 2tdD8 Owmn
(omeTLyfl@ VAN TE 67.6TF.6TLD. SsV6uIT)
(The Hon. Alhaj A.H.M. Azwer)

If the cap suits you,

[Ceromed e &858 9O @iz G€.]
[y gBlrrFars HiL 1_swarLiy ysmmLLIL Bareng]
[Expunged on the order of the Chair.]

wear it. You are one who used the police in order to
incarcerate the journalists.
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(The Presiding Member)
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[Expunged on the order of the Chair.]

we know that you are a man who used the police at that
time to murder them and torture them. We know what
happened at sgodmsic - 90EsTe DQmIvISH.
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I do not see the Hon. Gayantha Karunatileka. Today,
Sir, | am very happy to say that the "Mahinda Chintana"
has been internationalized. The other day, | had the great
opportunity of going along with His Excellency’s
delegation on the four-day official visit to China. Now,
this "Mahinda Chintana" has been translated there into
Chinese language and issued there because everybody
was asking for it. There was a press conference in Xiang
City, Sir. At that press conference, hundred odd Chinese
girls; very good journalists - media personnel who were
speaking the English language said, “We want to know
what is this? We also want copies of it”. Those people
are now researching what "Mahinda Chintana" is. It is
called "Mahinde Soosiang" in the Chinese language.

@G OIGOSew
(orevsryfl@ 2_mitifleri sppeu)
(An Hon. Member)

5T qro ©IH.

00 aC®d £.69.68. 2308 Pwmn

(LomesrLy 0@ HVADTE 67.6TF.6TLD. Sy6VV6uNT)

(The Hon. Alhaj A.H.M. Azwer)

A qusImy. & Ded gmmd o - The country
which has the largest population in the world is now
researching into "Mahinda Chintana". That is how you
can see to what extent the Mahinda Rajapaksa regime has
made tremendous advancement in the whole of Asia.

Then, Sir, the Vice President of the People's Republic
of China, Li Yuanchao said at the banquet - | have a
copy of his keynote speech here - | quote, it states:

“As a Myanmar saying goes, 'when the water rises, the lotus
flowers grow taller'. Since the outbreak of the international financial
crisis, Asian countries have been trying to find opportunities out of
crisis and accelerate transformation of the development modes."

Now, look at this "Mahinda Chintana". He says, |
further quote:

“.... 'Mahinda Vision for the Future', the inspiring blueprint for Sri
Lanka......."

This is a Chinese Leader. The Vice President says, |
further quote:

“..inspiring blueprint for Sri Lanka designed by President
Rajapaksa, plans have been outlined to transform Sri Lanka into 'a hub
of sea transport, aviation, business, energy and knowledge.'

Today, what has happened? Here in this country,
these people are suffering. As | told you, Sir, the

[Bcremaed ges 858 9o’ o 3&.]
[y gBlrrFars sL 1_swerLiuy yEmmLILIL (BaTens]
[Expunged on the order of the Chair.]

and others are suffering there from Mahinda phobia.
They are gushing out their venom against even his
children. What can we do? If the leaders cannot find
children who can run races, who can play rugger, who
can lead "Tharunyata Hetak," what can we do? That is
Why crsemsle sgc B0 sfc Baeo a8 wewst mistess.
Em B 0® Dred awmns e m»SBnI-
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(The Hon. Alhaj A.H.M. Azwer)

No, Sir, I have been given another five minutes until
5.30 p.m. Give me five more minutes, Sir.

Sir, when we went for the Aerospace Exhibition in
Xiang, China the Chinese Vice-Leader spotted the Hon.
Namal Rajapaksa, the young leader and said, “Like father,
like son”. They were both wearing the attractive e:0za, the
CHuen ©@OmB. O Ced emDGE BDD, young
parliamentarians & c00 gdewn 93 Bwcs. & BREO& &
3w qed ¥NIJBRDS, 0OCE OTER®O wcwed.
President - Xi Jinping, Prime Minister - Li Kegiang, Vice-
President - Li Yuanchao, ge# sed 83z Ambassador, Wu
Jianghao @=0 wicmed Sewdd. Sxed BSm0 god
Ambassador 6-85 cwsiem® @w»me. He was very much
responsible in getting a University Professor to translate the
"Mahinda Chintana" into the Chinese language.

@G 0853 Yorwlg @wme
(omevsryLil@ anflsr LieTThHg! )
(The Hon. Harin Fernando)

Sir, | rise to a point of Order.
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(The Presiding Member)
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(The Hon. Alhaj A.H.M. Azwer)
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Sir, they were criticizing the morning programme,
“Dasa Desa”. | know how it pains when the truth is told.
Mr. Hudson Samarasinghe, Chairman of the SLBC, is a
man who talks the truth to the world. Therefore, these
people cannot bear it. That is what is happening. ®®
Bustesy @® HDHOHD HBBEOS. cod BsIed 9EE
e@» ®»c® information e¢»dic GRowmG®d @
OB n@R? Accidents 8€a¢d, oG s8fewm BEACD,
Qe 883cH, odnmemHe 8D o®ixy GO
emdnd eemae? He is the person who interviewed the
Hon. (Dr.) Jayalath Jayawardena for the last time. Have
you got any gratitude? o@D emeeSyes
¢IDe? I 2BWo® ged SLFP, UPFA ©ed

©50edB. OO ©® wbBedsin OTFOCET W@
@000 e E R, "eB B 0@y BHE® O
Bemrdae EBIB.

Gots2¥00:t) @IF S0
(sewevenHTHIGL o MILILNeTT S6uTdeir)
(The Presiding Member)
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(The Hon. Alhaj A.H.M. Azwer)

Sir, give me two more minutes. We have only one
more speaker from our side.

G806 O5IEn®
(pewevemwgTHRIGL 2 Mmliilesi jeuider)
(The Presiding Member)
No, your time is over.

@0 gC®d &.00.98. 308 Owmn
(omressrLL0l@ SILADTEY 67.6TF.6TLD. ByeTv6UT)
(The Hon. Alhaj A.H.M. Azwer)

Give me another two minutes, Sir.
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(The Presiding Member)

Hon. Member, | will give you one more minute.

@6 eCd 5.09.08. atddd ®wmn

(LomedTLyLfl@ HVADTE 67.6TF.6TLD. S6VV6UIT)

(The Hon. Alhaj A.H.M. Azwer)

The "Daily News" editorial of today refers to "banshee"
politics. If you want to know what "banshee" politics is,
read the “Daily News” editorial of today. It is a wonderful
editorial. It says that an act of banshee is, "In terms of the
volume of noise generated, and in terms of the high pitched
sounds made." This is what you call "banshee attitude",
"banshee politics". az¥z & politics o= eom @sI50 S
B 28 n@irnsied@ensy 9 83501 ef@RES ¢
3C0ED OG0, @O wIBWEET MB) EBTIB) BB BB &¢
o388 vm Bwmrds. & Dred® ofdd goied Bwslesd e®
ecimed 83 9m® ogdw oCamewx. OO &GO
000320 end®, B3O8 ¢ ewIBes 6. e @@ BERCD

o 8. 86 @m0
(oresrLyfl@ LF. anifesir)

(The Hon. P. Harrison)

Sir, | rise to a point of Order.

§oes2200:) @IE S0

(sewevewwgTHRIGL 2 MmIlilesri j6uiaer)

(The Presiding Member)

®0 91857 @I need 88 ydmre e®imnie?

00 aC®d £.69.68. 2308 Pwmn
(LomesrLy 0@ HVADTE 67.6TF.6TLD. Sy6VV6uIT)
(The Hon. Alhaj A.H.M. Azwer)

©® gw ®od time ®xIda.
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®©S 8. v 85y ®vmo

(orerLyfl@ 1F. aniflasir)

(The Hon. P. Harrison)

@@ & mced 8Sed Ve Bex OFwex HB»
sl 0xie?

Ssry0it) OIFn®o0
(sewevensTHIGL ° MILLNETT S)ouTder)
(The Presiding Member)

dm 88 ydmen 0sneda.

@0 gCuod S.00.08. 23Dl vz

(LomeTLyL0l@ VAN TE 67.6TF.6TLD. Sy6VV6UIT)

(The Hon. Alhaj A.H.M. Azwer)

OO & meed 9¢cr ©® Ded HnemBsT Oy
208 gries’. JOm werdm ¢ery B, owie SBysy
OEOD BN®BLT OB grIeny. nYivnried ¢imds e3.
& Doed® Lake House &z o B00s. The Lake House apart
from printing newspapers, print 28 tabloids. They publish 48
newspapers daily. They are; "Vidu Nena", "Sithumina",
"Muthuhara", "Namaskara", "Danamuthu", "Mihithuru",
"Budu Sadu" and so on. They are doing a great service to the
journalistic world. Today, I would say o= emddews
ecsiery B, omd8 oewddven ecslesy B
memesned sWsed 9uIm ©d 0erIm OIEn®s
Bomrds 90 eedEnde dm 0osim, IO ¢n OV 0d®
8005 88 ONE o BB 8@ SOV BwE. @Y
o5y wogw BBe® =n® @QE-ne ORI gl NG
eBec; 85l Gdee ©BR® i Bem Sn» OO
2DDd s WO, gl emenw SABNEE -

Ssrn0it) OIFno

(sewevensTHIGL ° MILLNETT S)ouTder)

(The Presiding Member)

O OBIER®0 o & @B wocEw gdwmB. Sgwd ©o;
G057 BEweDERD O5IEn®s.

[5.31p.m.]

S G105 BwdDERD Bwmn

(omevstyLll@ HouesT allegwieuiger)

(The Hon. Ruwan Wijayawardhana)

Mr. Presiding Member, first of all, let me thank you
for giving me the opportunity to speak a few words on the
role of the Press Council and the media in Sri Lanka. |
come from a family that has been involved in the
newspaper industry even before Sri Lanka achieved
Independence. So, | am proud to be standing here today in
Parliament to speak a few words on this subject.

Sir, the role of the media in Sri Lanka has been a topic
that has been debated throughout for many years. Since
Independence, successive Governments have, through
laws and even illegal methods, found ways of suppressing
the media. The pressure that is exerted on journalists from
the recent past to the present day has been so intense that
some had lost their lives for doing their duty and many
had left the country for fear of losing their lives. The
remaining majority of journalists have no option than to
practise an extreme form of self-censorship or become
spokespersons for powerful and prominent politicians and
businessmen. However, | must commend the handful of

those who still value their independence and are not
scared to speak their minds.

From the Government point of view, its main
criticism of the role of the media is that because of the
intense competition between various publications and
electronic media institutions, the media today
sensationalizes news, thereby trying to grab a healthy
market share. By doing this, the Government says, the
media corrupts public morals. 1 do not wholeheartedly
disagree with this view. Lately, we have seen the
standard of reporting among certain publications and
electronic media come down to new lows. Sensationalism
of news, violation of media ethics and defamatory
conduct is now rampant. It is for this reason, we are told,
that the Government decided to bring back the Press
Council and have a code of ethics that journalists will
have to follow.

Sir, | have got a draft of the Code of Ethics that the
Government plans to hand out to the media institutions.
While | do not agree with this as a whole, there are
certain regulations that | do agree with. For example, one
is, “No publication should be published which contain
derogatory remarks on religious groups or communities
or promoting communal or religious discord which may
affect religious and communal harmony”. That should be
followed by all media institutions in Sri Lanka. However,
there are certain regulations that are sending alarm bells
as well. - [Interruption] I am just giving my observations
on this.

oG emen€s SYANECE Dvm

(oreryfl@ Q&Cansflw ribLs6lsusisv)

(The Hon. Keheliya Rambukwella)

This is not a regulation. That is all. 1 just wanted to
make that correction.

®F G105 D5 Bwmo
(omressrLyLil@ Heuest allggwieuger)
(The Hon. Ruwan Wijayawardhana)
Thank you.

Then, there is a certain regulation which states "No
publications should be published which contain criticism
affecting foreign relations”. This seems to be a very
broad statement. If that is the case, in the future, if Sri
Lanka goes into a trade agreement with another country
and if we find that the trade agreement is not actually
favourable to Sri Lanka, then does the media not have the
power to give that opinion against that certain country?
Or in the future, if the Hon. Wimal Weerawansa decides
to go and hold a protest march in front of the American
Embassy or the High Commission of the United
Kingdom, is the press not allowed to publish that news?
So, that seems to be a very broad statement. The Code of
Ethics also states "No publications should be published
which contain anything obscene, defamatory, deliberate
falsehood and suggestive innuendos and half truths or
willful omissions”. This, | say, is very hypocritical
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because, in my view, the very perpetrators of these ethics
are the State media.

The Press Council has thus far taken no action against
the State media institutions which blatantly defame
opponents of this Government. The UNP has been a
constant target of the State media. My Colleagues and |
have also fallen victim to these despicable attacks. The
Hon. Harin Fernando, the Hon. Mangala Samaraweera,
the Hon. Eran Wickaramaratne, the Hon. (Dr.) Harsha De
Silva and | have been branded by the ITN as traitors to
this country. Some of us have been accused of seeking
funds from the LTTE diaspora to topple this Government.
These accusations are vile, baseless and downright
defamatory. It is unfortunate that this Government would
sink to the lowest depths to ridicule and defame its
opponents. But, this is nothing new. The Opposition
Leader, Hon. Ranil Wickremasinghe has been a constant
target of mudslinging by the State media.

Sir, during the last Presidential Election, when
General Sarath Fonseka came forward as a common
candidate, the ITN went so far as to air a film on Idi Amin
the night before the election. It did not even bother to
censor the explicit scenes in that film. This is why I find
the Government’s new Code of Ethics for journalists as
somewhat a joke. If their own journalists do not adhere to
the basic principles of journalism, then are these new
regulations only to be adhered to by the private media
institutions? If so, it is absolutely unfair and these
regulations should be placed in the dustbin.

Sir, are we to air our grievances to the Press Council
when we are defamed in such a manner? What redress
can we expect by a Government body when the
Government media themselves are the perpetrators?
However, we as politicians and Members of Parliament
must expect and accept a certain degree of propaganda
against us. We may not have a place to go for redress, but
at least we have an audience in Parliament to voice our
concerns. But, what of the common man? Where can he
go to voice his concerns and his plight when subjected to
such harassment? If the private media have no faith in the
Press Council, how can we expect the common man to do
S0?

It is no secret that the independent media oppose the
Press Council regulations. Though the Council states that
one of its primary goals is to protect the freedom of the
press, the Sri Lanka Press Council Law is an archaic law
and it is a tool for the Government to use as a method of
controlling the media in this country. A Government body
such as the Sri Lanka Press Council should not in any
way have the right to fine, charge and jail journalists. In
short, a Government body should not have the right to
regulate the press. A free and independent press is a pillar
of a vibrant democracy.

I believe the media should be accountable to itself and
most importantly, to the general public. The press should
be left to regulate itself. This is the practice in the
neighbouring India and in many other countries. For the
past ten vyears, Sri Lanka too, through the Press
Complaints Commission, has been self-regulating its
press.

Sir, the Press Complaints Commission is an
independent body headed by the Hon. (Prof.) Rajiva
Wijesinha’s father, Mr. Sam Wijesinha, who is greatly
respected and admired by the public. It is a non-profit
making organization supported by the Newspaper Society
of Sri Lanka, the Editors' Guild and the Free Media
Movement. It has shown to be effective in the past where
complainants have been able to get redress without
spending a cent. It is a free service and since it is a non-
governmental organization, the Government too does not
have to bear any cost. If the press is willing to regulate
itself under a Code of Ethics, there is no reason for the
Government to formulate their own regulations on the
media.

However, while | am an advocate of self-regulation, |
admit that there are flaws in it. It is a sad fact that some
owners and editors of independent press choose to
sacrifice objective and responsible journalism so as to
achieve their own ambitions and profits. More and more
politicians and businessmen are becoming publishers for
the sole reason of using their newspapers as tools to
promote their private agendas or to tarnish the image of
their opponents and some editors would spin vicious lies
as long as they get a fat pay cheque at the end of the
month.

What they forget is that they are accountable to the
public. The media is the watchdog that informs and
protects the public by monitoring the Government and
informing on social ills. It is the duty of the publisher,
most importantly the editor, to give balanced, unbiased
and objective information to the reading public. When
such newspapers and broadcasters have vested interests,
it is unlikely that they will conform to self-regulations.
However, if there are proper laws that protect the
ordinary citizen from defamation, then the media has no
option but to self-regulate or be subjected to damages
through civil law. Rather than enacting laws to regulate
media, the Government should do more to protect the
citizens from defamation, libel and slander.

Sir, every citizen of this country should have the right
of access to information. So, it is imperative that this
Government brings into law Right to Information Bill
the soonest. This law not only helps the journalist, but
most importantly the ordinary citizen of this country. Sir,
the Right to Information Bill will empower the citizen to
question various Government Ministries and Departments
on the decisions and policies that are taken by these
authorities in the interest of the public. It helps promote
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transparency and good governance, thereby keeping a
check on Government spending and corruption.

In fact, having such a law is beneficial to this very
Government that has been riddled with accusations of
rampant corruption. By having the Right to Information
Bill, the Government can show its transparency and quash
these rumours. However, denying it means that there is a
certain element of truth to such rumours of corruption.

The standard Government line in regard to this Bill is
that it infringes on national security. Right to Information
Bill does not in any way infringe on national security. It
merely gives the citizen the right to find out how monies
are spent, not the information on how many fighter jets or
what kind of battle tanks the military has purchased.

G020 OB
(BewevewgTHRIGL 2 Ml lesi Oj6uider)
(The Presiding Member)
Hon. Member, please wind up now.

®G; 5103 BwedDERD Bwmn
(oreryLfl@ (eusst efleweuisenr)
(The Hon. Ruwan Wijayawardhana)
Okay, Sir, 1 will wind up.

For example, it will give an ordinary person in the
village the power to question his local council on how
much they have spent on tarring the village road or who
has been given the contract to tar the road. To deny this
Bill is to deny the ordinary citizen of his basic
fundamental right to know what his elected government is
doing with his tax money.

So, Sir, | urge this Government in the name of
transparency and good governance to repeal the archaic
law of the Press Council Act and give the ordinary citizen
his fundamental right to information.

Thank you.

[e.e0. 5.44]
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"Mr. Speaker, | have seen you in Chambers this morning on the
question of privilege | am about to raise.

A picture appears in the ‘Ceylon Observer' of Monday, 30th January
1978, of a young man and a lady.

According to the caption | am in the picture.”
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Item No. 1 is before the House. Does the House
agree?
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Aye.
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(The Deputy Speaker)
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Question put, and agreed to.
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(The Hon. Nimal Siripala de Silva - Minister of Irrigation
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Question proposed.
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will an Hon. Member propose the Hon. (Mrs.) Sriyani
Wijewickrama to take the Chair?
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I propose that the Hon. (Mrs.) Sriyani Wijewickrama
do now take the Chair.
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Whereupon MR. DEPUTY SPEAKER left the Chair, and
THE HON. (MRS.) SRIYANI WIJEWICKRAMA took the
Chair.
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(The Presiding Member)
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Question put, and agreed to.
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Adjourned accordingly at 7.23 p.m. until 1.00 p.m. on Thursday,
06th June, 2013.
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