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asked the Prime Minister and Minister of Buddha

Sasana and Religious Affairs:

(a) Willhe state -

(1) as to why a number of servicemen were
reported absconding from Sri Lanka Army;

(i) whether action has been taken against
absconded servicemen of Sri Lanka Army
or a pardon has been granted to them or
their fines have been mitigated,

(ii))  if pardon is not granted, whether legal or
court actions have been resorted to; and

(iv) if so, the number of absconded servicemen
who have been legally indicted?

(b) Will he also state the amount of money saved
owing to missing in action or absconding of
service personnel from Sri Lanka Army?

(c) Ifnot, why?
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asked the Minister of Higher Education:
(@)  Will he inform this House of -

(i) the current objectives of maintaining the
Hardy Advanced Technical College which
was founded in the decade of 1950s to
coincide with the Gal-Oya Scheme, with
the intention of providing agricultural and
technical knowledge to people;

(i)  the objectives of dividing Hardy Advanced
Technical College into two as Hardy
Technical College and Hardy Advanced
Technical College, in 1997,

(iii)  the courses conducted by Hardy Advanced
Technical College at present; and

(iv) the manner in which funds have been
allocated to the said institution for which no
allocation has been made through 2013
budget estimates?

(b)  Will he also inform this House -

(1) whether steps will be taken to make the
development of courses at Hardy Advanced
Technical College, which is a very
important educational institution for the
Eastern Province, suitable for the young
generation of the province; and

(i) whether discussions have been held in this
regard?

(c) Ifnot, why?
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asked the Minister of Transport:

(a)  Will he inform this House -

(i) whether he is aware of the fact that
membership fees that are charged monthly
from the employees of Sri Lanka Transport
Board who hold membership of the Jathika
Sewaka Sangamaya - JSS - has not been
sent to the head office of the aforesaid
Jathika Sewaka Sangamaya - JSS - by some
work places from the year 2005 to date;

(i) whether action will be taken to send the
entire amount of money that is to be paid,
including the aforesaid membership fees, to
the JSS; and

(i)  Ifso, of such date?

(b) Ifnot, why?
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(@) @ Cpe, erer?

asked the Minister of Public Administration and Home

Affairs:

(@) Ishe aware that -

)

(i)
(iii)

(iv)

graduates had been called for interviews in
2010 and 2011 claiming that all of them
would be provided with employment;

only a portion of them has been provided
with training opportunities;

arrangements are being made to provide
employment to a selected set of graduates
who received the above training, on
political affiliations; and

the other graduates who underwent that
training are unemployed?

(b) Will he state -

)

(if)

the number of graduates who had been
called for the above interviews in 2010 and
2011;

the number of graduates selected for
training followed by the interviews;

(i)  whether steps will be taken against officials
who arranged for employment to be
provided on political affiliations; and

(iv) whether employment opportunities will be
provided to all the graduatess who
underwent training, without entertaining
any influence?

(¢) Ifnot, why?

@G DIED.B.e8. euemBos Qumy (Gr8s 88sEm
o B0edn »OYD ¢Pim1R®0)

(wrewryllg Luileruy.iq.Cn. QFQearalrger - QuTg BlHours,
2 GBI L )I6U6VSET OIEDLOFFIT)

(The Hon. W.D.J. Senewiratne - Minister of Public
Administration and Home Affairs)

I table* the answer.

*eseroe®escs @ »d>» ¢ EE»0:
“FLIT LGV eweusssLi L aflswr
*Answer tabled:

Graduates who have made their
applications in response to the newspaper
notification have been called for the
interview.

(i)  The District Secretaries have interviewed unemployed
graduates of each district and thereafter all the

applicants who have satisfied required qualifications
have been attached for training.

(ili)  Appointments have been granted to all graduates
qualified in the above manner without any political
bias.

(iv)  No.

(b) (i) 51,000
(i) Number of graduvates recruited for training to be
granted permanent appointments in Grade III of
Development Officers' Service is 50,821
(i) It is not necessary to take action accordingly as
appointments have been granted to all graduates
without any political bias.

@ @

(iv) It is not the policy of this Government to consider
political influence when granting employment
opportunities.

(c.) Notrelevant.

8 o @8 ecwibned®sin edOmBsY & s

0

@ evBInasL LewsullTHs Slementdser 2arifluiiser |

@)L &L_6T
EMPLOYEES OF SRI LANKA RAILWAY DEPARTMENT:
DISTRESS LOAN
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P. Perera)

3410/°13

50 ¢PIBHDIensT &gy ydmw - (1):

(@) (1) 2009, 2010, 2011 e 2012 DE0EE § oo
¢®8w ©ctned®rsined ewWmdsl D&Y
&3¢0 s B MR wewo 988ur WS B
@i 63022500 @O Tos;



431 2013 gendsn 21

(1) ©® OO Dbsed @esc eww R 8 @B O®
@cslmed®@sIned o0 Bsy €30592500
omIs®end,

(i) o©® o O DEvel gusc w eCw Co &
&8 YO Yo omas@end;

@535 DY 05T Drnewst O e®® e3eIDD
O Be?

(40) omed»d,d @x3e?

CuTsGaursg ewwssFenrds Cs L allerm:

(o) () 2009, 2010, 2011 wphmud 201290 oy
Haflsd @evBiens Lsnsullrsd 5ementdsernsder
sarifliigserTsd @)L SLeT OQUMIMSDNHTSH
ForO1&s0ul_(Herer 60 6301630711 15 611 63T
CTEUTENSI 6T 6Td%6m 68T O WIGHTLI SN S| LD;

(i) Cupuy peubeurm eTigeId @)L SHL6iT
eupmisLLl (Herer  GDLLy  SlenenThEenden ST
Goihg oamifliiseflsst sTawTenflbans  Tdhg5emest
ClwissTLIEN S| LD;

(i)  Gupuig spsubleur® yewriged @)L &L erras
aupmIsLUL_(Heter  UaTS0ETens:  wWThlHeTL
MG U|LD

QeusuGoumras Sjeui @)Faemuid@ ymlaliiumryr?

() @erCmed, ersir?

asked the Minister of Transport:
(@) Will he inform this House separately -

(i) the number of applications submitted by
employees of Sri Lanka Railway
Department to obtain the distress loan in the
years 2009, 2010, 2011, and 2012;

(i) the number of employees of the aforesaid
Department who have been granted the
distress loan on each of the aforesaid years;
and

(iii) the total amount of money that has been
disbursed for distress loans on each of the
aforesaid years?

(b) Ifnot, why?

®6; D®I16 eDE OO Ovmo
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(The Hon. Kumara Welgama)
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*Answer tabled:

(@) (i) obse geg®esst 63001500
2009 1408
2010 1128
2011 1993
2012 1409

(if)

(iif)
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[2le i1 0D BsIes D100
2009 1520

2010 1285

2011 1172

2012 1023

obea 80 Sec (G8ad)
2009 279,232,889.40
2010 274,128,975.18
2011 329,087,752.25
2012 226,644,499.83
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(@) @TCpev, syeir?

THLUTTT  6TTLIENS e

asked the Prime Minister and Minister of Buddha
Sasana and Religious Affairs:

(@) Willhe state -

(i) whether a person called Sivabalan
Sathyakara of Settikulam, Vavuniya has
been arrested and imprisoned,

(i)  if so, the name of the prison where he is
being held;

(iii) whether he has been imprisoned as a
convict or as a suspect;

(iv)  whether a case has been filed against him in
a court of law;

(v) if so, the date on which the case was filed,
the relevant court of law, case number and
the current situation of the case; and

(vi) the charges on which the case has been
filed?
(b) Wil he also state whether action will be taken to
release the person called Sivabalan Sathyakara?

(c) Ifnot, why?
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(The Hon. Nimal Siripala de Silva - Minister of Irrigation

and Water Resources Management and Leader of the House

of Parliament)

®0 Bewdss »ONEDHOA,
©wdE510 §e8us Womdo:

00 ©vn wewsy

“ W@00d Bewdn gom 7 8 8880 ww 2010.07.09 9B &»
28Ee@5ind B8zY wd®dn MmO ¢ ewldrned MO wewsId
B ¢, a¢ 8 dedd® O ed® WE ©@DD g. wo. 1.00 8O @. wo.
7.00 ¢ B @ ©. ¢ wi. 2.000 @S Bewle gom 7(5)
BoolOm Bw @n @."

g S@esz> &Y, et e3O@m Sas.
aflsarr el LI (5) ammyselsrererLi 1 g .
Question put, and agreed to.

85EBe®xs7n @dded D185 B Dw
QBB BB BEAe mSen @wr DR
Da&m RO Béwes O Serds 0%

e300
uTrTEhLeTNF CFemeuullest g wirs e

LeTew LI usVIILI(DdGIeug| LIHM] o rriiihg)
YWlGemss Fwilitfliugsnasrer 6% M@ L
SELECT COMMITTEE TO INQUIRE AND REPORT
ON STRENGTHENING THE INDEPENDENT
CHARACTER OF THE PARLIAMENTARY SERVICE

@6 BOE 88w ¢ BFD ®wmo

(oressryll@ Blwsd APlursy 5 Fsveur)

(The Hon. Nimal Siripala de Silva)

®0 Bewdss m»ONEDRDOB,
©wdE500 §edus momdo:

00 ©vn  ©cwsy

“ 28Ee®sin o¥ded €EDudm »FFOe emBed BB BEacg
DO 00 DR D8 BE wews 2010 dFenddd ®w 2198
25 90T ®OINEHR BB v WO ¢ Deds WD IO,
5@ 8853 BiFe e ®Om 1@ ®oi€n, 2013 8 ®s 22 OB »
2088005390 88T ©wd®On WS vBIvN B¢ ewldzNd 85T Bw®

0 @B mE B&D gnen 58Ee®sIndd Dibinn BBOD emwn B
N0, O® 0™ wwdd A & #B W BD gom 96 ¢om
00 Bewlns gzcd 2013 02001@a8 @wx 30 918 2» ¢t
5O o0 8es me ww."

G S@ex Y, et w®@» Ses.
aflsorr flGlb s LI (5) eTmmydCls e 1 g
Question put, and agreed to.

Bewdss 565

(WrdldF FUTBTWST Hjeuier)

(The Deputy Speaker)

Bods ymr. ©0 e&dsT @@0n.e Dwmo.

& Comna8x O HBw ecen EODO
DRI BOO wewo 2DmSs edRBIRD
¥ $e3D® OBOLIMHE
8Bwdo Bbedn om0 Didm BB wewo
02 Derds 0m w®d : DuBed
80 @D I YDIRW
B)evniens WahaeT BT CHF LEHHETTSH

UTLPUSM &d SdHGIaULD6T]LILIGM 5 Tesr
S rFuwiev wHMID S TFluievenLoriL

BL6UIGHemHH6T LINM] iS5 bHIewTH5!,
IWHEems GlFiieusnNaHTer 6% M@ W
TPTHHLF (PHMHECHTVTFTETH| dn DM
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(The Hon. John Amaratunga)

Hon. Deputy Speaker, the United National Party’s
position on the Select Committee to Recommend and
Report on Political and Constitutional Measures to
Empower the Peoples of Sri Lanka to Live as One Nation
is the subject of this Statement.

The Hon. Leader of the Opposition is currently out of
the country and a comprehensive statement will be issued
by him on the United National Party's position regarding
the Select Committee to Recommend and Report on
Political and Constitutional Measures to Empower the
Peoples of Sri Lanka to Live as One Nation. In the
meantime, I had undertaken to make a brief statement
regarding the UNP's position on that at the Party Leaders’
Meeting and this Statement is pursuant to that
undertaking.

Consequent to the UNHRC Resolution on Sri Lanka
in May, 2009 and the visit of the UN Secretary-General
Ban Ki-moon, a Joint Statement was issued by the
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Government of Sri Lanka and him, wherein the Secretary-
General welcomed bringing about lasting peace and
development in Sri Lanka, where among other matters, he
stated the following. I quote:

“ The Government expressed its commitment to ensure the
economic and political empowerment of the people of the North
through its programmes.

President Rajapaksa and the Secretary-General agreed that
addressing the aspirations and grievances of all communities
and working towards a lasting political solution was
fundamental to  ensuring long-term  socio-economic
development. The Secretary-General welcomed the assurance of
the President of Sri Lanka contained in his statement in
Parliament on 19 May 2009 that a national solution acceptable
to all sections of people will be evolved. President Rajapaksa
expressed his firm resolve to proceed with the implementation
of the 13th Amendment, as well as to begin a broader dialogue
with all parties, including the Tamil parties in the new
circumstances, to further enhance this process and to bring
about lasting peace and development in Sri Lanka."

The Lessons Learnt and Reconciliation Commission -
LLRC - made several recommendations pertaining to the
solution of the ethnic problem and related matters. At the
same time, an undertaking was given to expand the scope
of the Thirteenth Amendment and the Eighteenth
Amendment to the Constitution was brought in, which did
away with the independent Commissions in respect of
such vital areas as the Judiciary, the Police, the Public
Service, elections and so on. The Government has failed
in respect of implementing both the recommendations of
the LLRC and its undertakings as set out in the Joint
Statement with the Secretary-General of the United
Nations.

Notwithstanding this, the Hon. Leader of the
Opposition wrote to His Excellency the President on the
12th of June, 2013, seeking an appointment to discuss,
among other things, the restoration of the Seventeenth
Amendment, the implementation of the LLRC Report and
the appointing of Commonwealth Observers prior to the
elections. Yet, the President has failed to respond to his
letter. Sir, I am tabling* a copy of that letter.

In the light of this, we in the United National Party fail
to see the need to appoint yet another Select Committee
all over again merely to go through these same matters.
What we need now is a white paper setting out detailed
proposals regarding the implementation of the
recommendations and the undertakings already made.

Thank you.
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(The Deputy Speaker)
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It further states:

“....people had been attacked even after they had run into the church
and the adjacent convent premises to seek refuge".

Therefore, Sir, this is a very serious situation and
certainly the Government will have to take responsibility
for it.
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Whereupon MR. DEPUTY SPEAKER left the Chair, and THE
HON. (MRS.) SRIY ANI WUEWICKRAMA took the Chair.
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(The Hon. Mahinda Amaraweera)
Madam, I rise to a point of Order.
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(The Hon. Alhaj A.H.M. Azwer)
Madam, I rise to a point of Order.
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(The Hon. Sarana Gunawardena - Deputy Minister of
Petroleum Industries)

Madam, I rise to a point of Order.
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®0 aGd 5.90.08. 508 Dm0
(TeRTyL)@ HVADTE 67.6TF.6TLD. HjsTV6UIT)
(The Hon. Alhaj A.H.M. Azwer)

Sir, I rise to a point of Order.

foteT O PS5 1aletol )
(revwsryllg o myifesi sppeuir)
(An Hon. Member)
There is no point.

Bewdss 565
(Wrdld FuTBTWST Hjeuier)
(The Deputy Speaker)

Yes, Hon. Azwer.

®0 a8 5.90.08. 508 Ownmo

(TeRTyL@ HVADTE 67.6TF.6TLD. SHjsTV6UIT)

(The Hon. Alhaj A.H.M. Azwer)

Hon. Deputy Speaker, 1 draw your attention
particularly to Standing Order No. 137, which states, I
quote:

"Mr. Speaker shall be responsible for the management of
buildings, security arrangements and the general administration of
the Chamber.”

Sir, there is a serious situation that has arisen, putting
the lives of all the Hon. Members of Parliament and the
people working here into danger because this particular
Member produced "¢ e3@wzs" - a bullet. [Interruption.]
Sir, how did he inveigle a bullet into this Chamber when
there is security all around? - [Interruption.] It is a serious
situation. We must examine the Hon. Member to see
whether he has got a pistol also hidden inside his trouser.
Therefore, Sir, I earnestly ask you to give your attention
to this Standing Order and also stop the Hon. Member
from speaking, arrest him and hand him over to the
police. It has to be investigated. It is a threat to all our
lives, Sir; it is very dangerous.

Bewedss 565

(Nrdléd surprsT Sj6uiss)

(The Deputy Speaker)
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@S 380 edmBen vmo
(wrewryllg oo Crerdmnigs)

(The Hon. Sujeewa Senasinghe)

It can be given after the Debate.

©0 ¢85 SsTmrdess® dwmo
(wrevwsryll@ oedl$ WwTeTesTlIOLHL)

(The Hon. Ajith Mannapperuma)

Yes, after the Debate. - [Interruption.]

Bewsdss m05n6mn®

(Wrgld FUTHTWST Hjeuiser)

(The Deputy Speaker)

Yes, let him do so. Hon. Member, you can certainly
hand it over after the Debate. But, it has to be verified
whether it is a bullet or any other “e=igd”.
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©01 1380 edmen Dwmo

(wrewryll@ Hefou Creardlmigs)

(The Hon. Sujeewa Senasinghe)

Sir, it is a live bullet. - [Interruption.]

Bewdss mOD50nemn )

(Nl FuTBTWST SjeuTs6T)

(The Deputy Speaker)

The Serjeant-at-Arms will ascertain whether it is
something dangerous or whether it is something that is
not permitted to be brought into the Chamber.

©01 1380 eEdmBen Dmo

(wrewryll@ Hxefou Creardlmigs)

(The Hon. Sujeewa Senasinghe)

Sir, who is going to clarify whether it is a "ez29"?

Bewdss G506

(Nrdld FuTpTWST Hjeuiaer)

(The Deputy Speaker)

If you like you can test that “emoy®” to see if it is
something else.
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(The Hon. Ajith Mannapperuma)
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Order, please! Before he starts, will an Hon. Member
propose the Hon. (Mrs.) Sriyani Wijewickrama to take the
Chair?
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(The Hon. Lakshman Yapa Abeywardena - Minister of

INVESTMENT PROMOTION)

I propose that the Hon. (Mrs.) Sriyani Wijewickrama
do now take the Chair.
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Whereupon MR. DEPUTY SPEAKER left the Chair, and THE
HON. (MRS.) SRIY ANI WIJEWICKRAMA took the Chair.
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(The Hon. M. A. Sumanthiran)

Madam Presiding Member, right at the outset I would
like to extend our Party’s and our people’s sympathies to
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the families who have lost their loved ones due to the
indiscriminate shooting by the military at Rathupaswala,
Weliweriya.

The Debate today has taken very strange forms. On
the one hand, the Members of the Government side are
talking about the quality of the water, the pH levels. The
issue of drinking water is a common problem and should
not be made into a political issue. So, this issue in
Rathupaswala, Weliweriya must be resolved without
political differences, and the Government’s resolve and
commitment to address that issue should be in a
responsible way.

But, the issue at hand is not just the water at
Weliweriya. The most crucial issue is the manner in
which the military got involved in this situation when the
people protested. That is the issue at hand. On the other
hand, the Opposition also, so far, takes the view that by
this incident, the Government has permitted space for
people who are ready to accuse the military, an
opportunity of slinging mud at the military. They are
worried that this one issue is going to be used to tarnish
the good image of the Sri Lanka Army. I say these are
the strange facets of this Debate today because every
month when His Excellency the President calls out the
three forces by a Gazette notification under the Public
Security Ordinance to assist the police in maintaining law
and order, we open ourselves to incidents such as what
happened in Rathupaswala, Weliweriya. The war - as it is
called - ended in May, 2009. There has been no reason
why the three forces have to assist the police in
maintaining law and order. Is the Sri Lanka Police so
inefficient that during the last four years they have been
unable to maintain law and order? Had there been any
civil conflict or any incident during these four years, even
if we look back, that our police force was not able to
handle?

With the benefit of hindsight, looking back at the last
four years, today can we honestly say that the situation in
any part of the country has been such that you needed the
assistance of the three forces to maintain law and order?
The answer is, no. There has been no such necessity. The
question then is, why is that proclamation being made and
what are the effects of that proclamation? The effect is
what we saw in Rathupaswala the other day. More than
two years ago, in November or December, 2011, when I
spoke during the Budget on the Vote of the Ministry of
Defence, I appealed to the Ministers and Members of the
Government not to blindly support this process of
militarization in the North. I read my speech in that
Hansard recently, where I have said, “You might be
applauding now but it will come to visit you very soon.
This will come to the South very soon”. And, not long
after, it has come.

The army is the same in any part of the world. They
are trained to do a job of work. They might be efficient at
that and they do that at a war. But, where the military is
involved in civilian affairs - this is one issue that we keep
raising time and time again with regard to the military’s

involvement in civilian affairs in the North - it always
ends in disaster like it happened in Rathupaswala in
Weliweriya. We might have our own emotions, our own
views with regard to the military. That is all right, but we
must also act in the interest of the country; we must act in
the interest of the people; we must act in the interest of
the unarmed civilian population of this country. If we are
to do that, then there is a place to which the military must
be relegated.

It was sad to hear even the Opposition Members
saying that this is going to give an opportunity to
demonstrate how the military behaves. But, that is how
the military behaves; there is no exception. Nowhere in
the world do you have an exception. They are trained for
that. That is how, even in the North, they behave and if
you want to get a taste of how it happens in the North day
in and day out by the large military that is present, which
is involved in all the civilian affairs, you have examples
like the one that we had in Rathupaswala, Weliweriya.

We regret very much that lives were lost in
Weliweriya. We empathize with the people there; we
understand what it is like. But, the regret is not because it
happened to people who performed bodhi poojas and
because it has happened to people in the South only;
wherever it happens, it is regretful and to whoever it
happens, it is regretful. There is no point in saying “I told
you so”, but I appeal to the Government today to stop, to
pause for a moment and think; think of this growing
militarization that is taking a stranglehold of this country.
You must come to your senses. If you truly love this
country, you must start reversing this at least now, at least
when it begins to affect the South. If you are not
concerned about the North, if you thought that the people
in the North are not citizens of this country, not equal
citizens and they do not have the right to the protection of
the State, at least now when it affects you, you must stop,
you must pause, you must think and you must act. That is
the only way in which this country can come out of this
kind of stranglehold, which many countries have not been
able to do because when the military takes over, it is very
difficult for civilian rule to be established. But, I believe it
is still possible if you, who are seated on the other side in
the Government pews, act, if you say enough is enough.

The military did something that we appreciated. You
can say you appreciated that. Our people do not
appreciate that because they, the civilians, were killed in
their thousands. You might appreciate that.

O eI gcBedsIm ®vnmo
(wreTyll@ VFbHS HjevsweustTerr)
(The Hon. Lasantha Alagiyawanna)
Not civilians.

@0 ©0.8. 3@ BSET Owmo

(omrevsrLfl@ eTib.67. FiofhSTedT)

(The Hon. M.A. Sumanthiran)

No, civilians were also killed. You cannot deny that.
We are not complaining about the LTTEers being killed. I
am not complaining about the LTTEers being killed, but I
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am certainly complaining about the civilians who were
killed in tens of thousands. You might appreciate that, but
you will not appreciate your own people being killed like
flies on the road. At least, for your own selfish sake, you
must now stand up and bring an end to this tyranny.
Thank you.
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0¢ 8@ Bedsiexy? The caption of a news item which
appeared in the website of the "ColomboPage" of 16th May,
2013 states: “Chinese company signs US$ 229.5 million
contract for water project in Sri Lanka".
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"The Chinese company in a voluntary disclosure to Stock Exchange
of Hong Kong announced that the Company entered into a master
construction contract for the Gampaha, Attanagalla and
Minuwangoda Integrated Water Supply Scheme with the National
Water Supply & Drainage Board of Sri Lanka.”
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It being 7.00 p.m., MR. DEPUTY SPEAKER adjourned
Parliament without Question put.

Adjourned accordingly until 1.00 p.m. on Thursday, 22nd August,
2013.
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