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The Parliament met at 1.30 p.m.,

MR. SPEAKER [THE HON. CHAMAL RAJAPAKSA] in the Chair.
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(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena - Minister of Water Supply

and Drainage and Chief Government Whip)

O DOIBNBDROB, @@ ®wH PYIR @WBB o
Po8m WOYH 4R cOMeds’, 2011 d&sw wewo
©8® 6050 ¢dmB8ed DI88m Dadmd ©® 9Ben »SS.

@08 D810 DGs W PW@B® WOYD BEAC crvednm
IO 85000 08 WE @ 1B OO ewddmn ®SS.

gz 88z 8o, s @8 Sas.
aflsarr a(BIGSLILIL (B THMYS CIB MM LILIL 1.
Question put, and agreed to.
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(The Hon. Lakshman Senewiratne - Minister of Sugar

Industry Development)
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Hon. Speaker, | present the following petitions:

(1) A pdition from Mrs. A. Ummu Safeena of
46/21D, Asri Mawatha, Kaubowila, Dehiwaa;
and

(20 A petition from Mrs. U.L.M. Hamza of BT/BC/
Rahumaniya Maha Vidyalaya, Eravur.
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Petitions ordered to be referred to the Committee on Public

Petitions.
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UNAUTHORIZED OCCUPANCY OF MR. M.J. MENDIS:

COURT RULING
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allhe ewww  eui @ ieuswr CFweTHD
allsLsme eTEdTLIEN S U|LD
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(ii)

UTLFT6DE  aUeTeyH&GHeT IYSHIBM  eudld@Lo
Q@eur  @)HLLgI UTLFTensV  [Blifeursssna,
Qu@B SHLWTEH 2 6TeT6HETLNS  THMIGH

QB TTEIMTIT 6TEITLIENSHU|LD;
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(@) @erCmev, syevr?

asked the Minister of Education:
(@ Isheawarethat -

@)

(ii)

(iii)

(iv)

a textile school &ffiliated to Sri Rahula
Vidyalaya of Kandy which was founded by
Colonel Henry Steel Olcott in 1890 has
been conducted;

after the aforesaid school was taken over by
the Government in 1962, aperson named E.
Kekulawadla who served a that textile
school was asked to vacate the school
premises by the letter of the Director of
Education of Central Province bearing No.
CP/PAC/293 and dated 26/07/1965;

the person named Kekulawala did not abide
by the letter and after her, a person named
M.J Mendis aso has become an
unauthorized occupant of that place; and

up to now he hasfailed to vacate the school
premises, as per the order given in the
ruling dated 08.03.1988 made for Case No.
75269 filed against him by the Director of
Educetion of Central Province ?

()  Will hestate-

@)

whether he admits that the presence of an
unauthorized occupant within the school
premisss is a great hindrance for
adminigtration of the school; and
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(i) if so, whether measures will be taken to
remove him in compliance with the court
ruling or by other legal procedures?

(©  If not, why?
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(The Hon. Mohan La Grero - Deputy Minister of
Education)
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(The Hon. Buddhika Pathirana)
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Thisis the second time.
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asked the Prime Minister and Minister of Buddha
Sasana and Religious Affairs:

@ Wil hesate-

(i) asto when Mr. Lasantha Wickrematunga
waskilled;

(i) the CID team that led the investigation on
the aforesaid murder;

(iii)  the officer who has been assigned to this
matter from the Attorney-Genera’s
Department; and

(iv) the number of persons arested in
connection with this murder?

208Ee®sInd

1342

()  Will he admit that -

() thereisasense of lethargy being displayed
on the investigation of the aforesaid murder
case; and

(i) the Government wants to cover up this
murder case for any reason?

(©  If not, why?
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(@  Will heinform thisHouse -

(i) the date on which the Northern and the
Eastern Provinces were merged under the
Law of Emergency;

(i) thereasonsthat led to such amerge;

(iii) the date on which the Northern and the
Eagtern Provinces so merged have been de-
merged and declared as two separate;

(iv) whether the aforesaid de-merge of
Provinces has been done after a Supreme
Court determination; and

(v) if not, whether it has been done prior to
receiving such adetermination?

(b)  If not, why?
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Whereupon MR. SPEAKER left the Chair, and MR. DEPUTY
CHAIRMAN OF COMMITTEES [THE HON. MURUGESU
CHANDRAKUMAR ] took the Chair.
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(The Hon. A. Vinayagamoorthy)

Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees, thank you for
giving me an opportunity to speak on the COPE and its
Report. As a person who was actively engaged in the
activities of the COPE, | am glad to say that the Chairman
has done very good work, which is exemplary. | do not
think any previous Chairmen worked like this. We have
examined 247 Public enterprises of which almost all are
running at a loss. The reasons are bribery, corruption,
inefficiency of people and overstaffing. | want to thank
the Hon. DEW Gunasekara for taking follow-up action.
We have sent the Report to the secretaries of ministries
and we have asked them to report on it. Thisis very good
work and we will continue to do that.

| would like to speak something about electricity also.
“The Sunday Leader” of 5" May, 2013 under the heading
“Gross Financial Mismanagement by CEB” states, |
quote:

“While electricity consumers are being thrown from the frying pan
into the fire with atrocious electricity hikes, the management and

208Ee®sInd
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engineers of the Ceylon Electricity Board (CEB) keep pointing fingers
at the political hierarchy........ .

The Lanka Transformers Limited was set up as a
subsidiary. But, actually what happened was, this
subsidiary was gaining profits and the Ceylon Electricity
Board was losing. At the end, we find that the company
which is supplying electricity to the Ceylon Electricity
Board is getting profits but the Ceylon Electricity Board
isrunning at aloss. The reason is that the people who are
in the Lanka Transformers Limited are the three top men
in the Ceylon Electricity Board. When the Ceylon
Electricity Board is losing, Lanka Transformers Limited
is gaining profits; the same people are there.

The article further states, | quote:

"So the million, or rather billion dollar question is, how did the
most lucrative subsidiary of LTL, LTL Projects, which could have
brought in so much profit for CEB, end up in the private hands of the
LTL’ stop three?

Then, | want to refer to some queries made by the
Auditor-General with regard to the Ceylon Electricity
Board. Under accounting deficiencies, he points out that
Rs. 100 million to be received from the Treasury for
establishing the Sabaragamuwa University has not yet
been received. Also, the following observations were
made regarding the accounts receivable and payable by
the Board: a sum of Rs. 28.667 million out of Rs.
226.028 million outstanding from the Lanka Electricity
Company, which is a subsidiary company of the Board,
as at 31% December, 2010 has remained unrecovered for
over a period of five years without any progress. So, how
can you expect the Ceylon Electricity Board to be
properly run? | think now there is enough
hydroelectricity; we have water there. You can get
electricity generated from water itself. - [Interruption.]
No, you can generate electricity - hydroelectricity - from
water and that is cheaper.

Then, Mihin Lanka (Pvt.) Limited has been running at
asignificant loss. The loss in a number of years had been
as follows: in 2007/2008, it was Rs. 3,356 million; in
2008/2009, Rs. 4,657 million and in 2009/2010, Rs.
5,722 million. The liability of the company as at
December, 2010 had been Rs. 2.4 billion.

Then, the Editorial of the “Daily Mirror” of
Wednesday, 17th July, 2013 captioned “Lanka heading
for crash landing” states about the SriLankan Airlines as
follows, | quote:

“The lead story revealed that the Treasury, using public money, had
decided to bail out the highly-publicised SriLankan Airlines which
when launched had proclaimed itself as the flag carrier of Sri Lanka
paradise. The Treasury will pay Rs. 25 billion of the Rs. 36 billion the
national carrier owes to the Ceylon Petroleum Corporation for fuel
which was supplied on credit. The CPC, which itself is facing blazing
losses not only due to unpaid fuel bills but also due to other swindles
and scandals - had threatened to cut off supplies to state institutions
which exceeded credit limits. ..."
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"If this wholesale waste and abuse of public funds without
accountability or transparency continues, it is plain that Sri Lanka is
heading for a crash-landing soon.”

If we do not take corrective measures regarding those
institutions which have been run at a loss, a time will
come when the Treasury would not have money to pay
the salaries. Sir, there is no need for Mihin Lanka (Pvt.)
Limited. | think the Chairman has made a suggestion that
it be taken over by the SriLankan Airlines. That isavery
good idea.

Also, this COPE Report has made some very good
recommendations under the titles "Redundant
Institutions”, "Subsidiaries of State owned institutions not
accountable to Parliament”, "Adverse Role of Trade
Unions on Decision Making", "Need for Shifting to a
Cost Accounting System”, "Appointment of Heads of
institutions and members to the Board of Directors",
"Presentation of Annual Reportsin Parliament” and so on.

| hope that the State and the relevant institutions will
implement the recommendations made by the Chairman,
the Hon. DEW Gunasekara.

Thank you.
[e.e0. 2.39]
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Sir, | rise to apoint of Order.
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Order, please! What isyour point of Order?
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Hon. Member, you carry on your speech.

@0 (08w) w&e ¢ BID Owmn

(orenTfl@ (H0THIF) aniag & Hsveur)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Harsha De Silva)

»8, ¢y ©O B WOBI® ecsim emd. @y qEdd
O5IEn®), RIS eWDDS B GBI SrNISBH®
VIO P EOBBOW owd Bowlds #:O0BHON e¢siensy
O @O0 8 LI ecsieny Wi I @een
OB, [ BIEOF] ¢z ©0 0l » WOTTHO Q8
@Y.

od.808.8. 38wudesd® OBn® mEcmeddh 0thcEs Om
O DD BE. a8 BoTend 0D BuEr BOD. god 18D
edm B IR0 erveens O8 00E OYdl. »HY
20wmed OROTTed Hdde emmle Bwcy BEO
BBwemO Woey 98wy wmeg W @BIewD O
©¢d®edIn e ®E. 983ewd MAICOEO VBT WHHD
B BOD. ©0 Bewdss m0m ©8R08, 5P
9538w00d @ddBST gud @® COPE 0085000 gogd genm
OO  ecwrw Bedmbr. G ywd @ecd Bom
DCud®usIny #OBOCwD Buw wBed el e Bedmd.
38015 S0 Bl g0y Beadmydr. g Yudd ggdg SO
Beb @D 0®y00¢? ©e0ewad ewdm® wdcs Fodder
scam O®m®O. 9538w G8wE BBwsm e¢mYw®Idm cRw
©vE @fdig SO rigorous imprisonment, -dsemE N
88m0- Bl o Beadmdo.

@O0 Bewiss m0m ©ndnds, a8 e®@mme «0ny
oty Qv of 0®wB. @® COPE D8med Beadmds

Commission to Investigate Allegations of Bribery or
Corruption dewmzy cases 13 00BdD Bwcs. Ppuenm
1320 86100 0ddern 9e8u O Bedmrdr. »HY OB=Y
e 1020 w8 ©8 Bucs 90 »J Bedmd. gems
oo 305 200 »HE ¢® mw B OB  Dobmo
Beadsery. aud @uI8wdd Rz ecwrw DI HOOLT;
20080 &HBIDY YOOT; 0D CODED @i BwsIm
5005T; ged 00 ecdmed Bedny Paddww BwEr Bwsis
0053, 30 BT ¢dE v ©® ¢xvest vy Y. OO e® Jw
o8 »O wOesy. e@mm 83m B ecormrmd ediemn
BoadmDg? e@mm ®; o 0N B ecomw 8 MO
Bedmd Bume? edm® HOE 8y e Bedmdoe? B
ot DGO BBOw Bw dows aceon
Beadmd? BBO omemy 0viom® mer Doy Beb
OB Bwo »E @80wmODs GBS Beamde? Bme
BBRedegxtO Bow 00z Omn. #e®8mD0 “Emedd’
BesIm 9. 0@ 83 8By »om 8 ge®dmed
WO @y e 0, e®cumO ¢ddg 100, 200 Hed
¢OE1. 9578w Bryn DB den. 9rIewred By ¢®3w
oD @B @ Yywod wedd Hob c®y dm gI¥n ®DD.
Bm® m057 oCImwd 0ssiOmtm wemd, 28 8 ecIw
8Bedey, a8 08O @B, a8 g v 9sIesy, NBY s
oteE emd, BDBO cDwm 0¥d @ WO Bk
BostesiD oy B, 8 8008E e¥IdmO® den®n’
8D O»D. B Om» 8O» BB OmLdwewnx’
00O wO®ITVewsy ah® drewsl BBO cdww
cdw 988wd BBEE Wi cwdwd O35 Bwo D
DED 8OWO DRV Ve e ¥WELmD. W doul Dwd
O™ YE° W0, Cwdwd 928wt DxTesy .

Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees, there are only
afew things | want to raise here because if | want to talk
about this, | can tak for the entire day. But, | am so
disgusted; | am telling you | am so disgusted that | do not
fedl like talking because there is so much of corruption in
these institutions and it is a sorry state of affairs that we,
this Parliament, cannot even prosecute these people.

Just take a few examples out of this thick volume. |
will take the issue on the National Savings Bank on page
40 of the Second Report From The Committee on Public
Enterprises. You know that is one case where the
Government has taken speedy action. Now, you have to
think about why they did that. What is the issue that | am
talking about? Thisison page 40. It states, | quote:

“The Rs. 390 million had been invested in “The Finance Company”
which was in a negative return on a decision taken by a Sub-
committee of the Board of Directors.”

| am the person who brought it up in this House. | was
the first person to have told this country about this
transaction. The price of the share was Rs. 30, but the
National Savings Bank purchased it for Rs. 48. | asked
"Why?' | questioned this Rs. 390 million worth
transaction. What happened? Today, Sir, do you know the
price of the “The Finance Company” share? Do you know
how much it is? Those days, people threw mud at us and
said that it is only a political issue. They are asking
guestions: why such and such a person, the Chairman of
the National Savings Bank, bought this share. The person
by the name of Preethi Jayewardena, who was appointed
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to that Board by the Central Bank also defended the
transaction by the National Savings Bank and said, “No,
no. Thisis an absolutely superb investment. It reflects the
actual price of the share".

ci8e@ 500 on share om a¢ Hwe? i8BweE 10.908,
o0 Bewdds m0m ©0sBne®B. e®umwme Heed? D¢ &g
BBED@monBw  ©»8wd 83 BB eECmNGD
O BBwed &8 gyoiewr &8 wuest ey Bwo YO B dwd
Bwo Doen gdeem Bedmdr. YD BGdRD BHE ¢ .
Ry ©h ecoms’ @O cwded OB »HYY @O
D&med 89 500 Beam odxn BB emenmd o @O
Pede)d BB BBwmO gdmien Hw bows 0o »dwr.
It shows the bias nature of dealing with these people. "If you
are with me, you are okay. If you are not, you are screwed".
I8 0® e, "5 »I® ewId®m® Wmoesy. w8, @i
©8®w» 83» 7O CAE VemBOOS yam W . Y ©O
8GR0 OB wegr »®a Or¥ery BS eved »®&". That is
the situation of this country today. That is the sorry state of
affairs of the Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka,
Sir.

@0 WY ¢S ecsiesy?  We have no place to even
speak about these issues. We have come to this House to
Debate the COPE Report, but none of the Members of the
Government thus far, spoke even two words about it today.

Let ustake the issue of the Board of Investment which
ison page 52 of this Report. It states, | quote:

“The Committee queried about the investment regarding the Hyatt
Regency Hotel and enquired the basis of approving this investment
without giving due attention on their share capital.”

What is the question?
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What happened to Chelina NEB Lanka (Pvt.) Limited?
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(ewdseller LNrsls salsrari Hjauissr)

(Mr. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Hon. Member, please wind up now. Your time is
over.

@ (0a8w) w&e ¢ BSD Ovmn
(worenrLyifl@ (S0THIF) aniag & Fsveur)
(The Hon. (Dr.) Harsha De Silva)

0 03 P8¢ ©O B0l s ecsIm?

Bewdss 0 6wisBn®s
(ewssafsr UNrdls sallFreri ojeuiser)
(Mr. Deputy Chairman of Committees)
| cannot decide on that.
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@G e&d5T g®dn® Bwm
(omevsr L@ Begmesr S|LOTGIBIS)
(The Hon. John Amaratunga)

Sir, give him five more minutes.

@07 (pDr8w) w88 ¢ BTO Bwmo

(oreryfl@ (S0THF) aniag & Fsveur)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Harsha De Silva)
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Look at the Road Development Authority. ©® ¢®
mosiesy ©0dE wem om»&. Road Development
Authority o= o c®male Bosiesi? e® mdess
30OBID. ©® MC?mw 0® D8medd Bedriesy. e®
D800 6105 BYed e®ed wewsy @dmdo:

"The Committee observed that the actual financial position of the
Authority had not been indicated in the financia statements as proper
accountintg system had not been followed..."

el @® Bwstesy?

Road Development Authority &z - RDA &z - 6i8eE
oIS YemId 0 sy D18 WO BdDE wemd. @® COPE
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B8® Dbmn BEoxiey i, O ©3 BBwd SR BN
BeEo. 000 oG ® 0@wue? 0dE ed WOBID A5
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300® md WIBIBY ©d mTesy #18? IO c¥mie e®
COPE 085000 g0 Bednyd. Im0 cofnde 9300 o®
AWem® 010 Bad® B nOB 0® Dilmed BedrTess.
IBHO et Bowldme mO» qwed BesIm) yOOsT,
"o, @@  COPE ©08m0ed Bedwlesd awms. gsd
euIOT HyOOsY, e@m gD ©59ed8 Bwcr. »&s ¢
BCD s8Ee@®IND 020®w WIOE) BedmD." Boco.
50057 50 Em WO,

Be®o, 89 gom 100 oz¥m. Hingurana Sugar Industries
Limited o1 &8 Beaxo.

What is Hingurana Sugar Industries Limited? What is
Kantale Sugar Industries Limited? We know what
happened. The Sevanagala Sugar Industries Limited and
the Pelwatte Sugar Industries Limited were expropriated
because of political issues. The Sevanagala Sugar
Industries Limited was owned by the Hon. (Mrs.) Anoma
Gamage and her husband, Daya Gamage. But, what about
the Hingurana Sugar Industries Limited? They said that
those companies were not making profits. The Pelwatte
Sugar Industries Limited was owned by Harry
Jayawardena, one of the smartest, astute business people
of this country. How can you say that the Government
can appoint a Minister who is a better businessman than
Harry Jayawardena? | do not believe that. Harry
Jayawardena was making money; Daya and Anoma
Ganage were making money. Those companies were
running at a profit. 8= g0 ©0&% ofm. S0 gedgoO
@50,

Beoery B8 »OWEO8, mIineE B8 »OHEOHE e®ime
deed? Who owns the Hingurana Sugar Industries Limited?
Do not try to act here like babies like you do not know. The
Hingurana Sugar Industries Limited is owned by the people
who own the LOLC and the Browns, by Ajith Devasurendra.
I will tell his name because that person was in school with
me; he was senior to me. I have no fear. g8
eddgedsiced em®uiBe ovn e’ ¢@? It has not
produced even a kilogram of sugar, but it was not taken
over. Why? What are the reasons?

eIneE 88 »OVWED o®wm¢ feoad! mimecE 88
BDOVE 00 eI B VFeYBwedsy »d erwnsws
eosnd. Im ©8 Godw v Ty el ¥l
D00 I Ro.

The next company is caled “Penfield’. It was
supposedly a British company. The Penfield investor had
been selected to hand over the Kantale Sugar Industries
Limited. But, | found out that Penfiled is not a British
company. The man’s name is Delgoda. It is not a British
company. If you go to its website, you would seethat it is
a Sri Lankan company with some British address also on
it. So, thisisthe problem.

The Hon. Karu Jayasuriya, when he was speaking,
mentioned the fact that unsolicited proposals are being
accepted; not accepted but they have rather become the
norm. | have here the Government Procurement
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Guidelines. Unsolicited proposas eoem=is  geoss.
evwemysIm N8 oy Krrish o=, Chelina oz, Hyatt
Regency o» Be» ®e¢ @x¥exmd® unsolicited proposals
»08. IBw» 4 ecrrdre B Hne®ced eonEE
Bedwstesizd unsolicited proposal o= »®8. The
Government Procurement Guidelines states that this
would apply in the case of al proposals, sale of public
assets or for the grant of exclusive rights for any State-
sponsored venture. No decision should be taken solely on
the basis of unsolicited offers without inviting proposals
and hids through public advertisement.

@G Bewdds mdm wnisBn®s, & Besiesy »Hd ©3
unsolicited proposal ©mx e0znds O I® ®d edevs
snel e sl Ay, qBIDON ) Besisy oy,
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ey mOHBBO, BYGHE 9ImD O @O
»Oed 0y 28ux mosim Boes. @8 omed
emged admd »mdw@dxw unsolicited proposal ©mmO
Krrish Bwes @enmed ocsizy amd, 0dm myS »8
I 5O VPO 0@ iy 988ur mosIm HyOOBY
BeE 53008 o¥m Azy. o 0¥ 18 el ced BBy
de? el Ced BBy me? & »OIwD dmde e¢sim
ge05Y? ged ded B8RLFYTensy §1Ydg? emyed Bedn
a0 ¥dw@ed mFeE business dmE »OosTH yOOBY
BBy ged ced snde? od@w ¢blSme ® DS WD
8B FeysIO 0@ evemrsiesy vy de? e®D Berdsiesy OBsie
dxsimmed 8moe?
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Beawades 20 ewisBn®o

(swsseaflsr Urdls sallFrert ojeuissr)

(Mr. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Hon. Member, please wind up now. You have taken
10 minutes more.

@0 (90o8w) w&s ¢ B O
(orerfl@ (HVTHF) aniay & Hsveur)
(The Hon. (Dr.) Harsha De Silva)

| will wind up, Sir.

So, thisis a bunch of untruths and | tell you, Sir, | am
sorry to be standing here this afternoon as a Member of
Parliament of the Democratic Sociaist Republic of Sri
Lanka. | am disillusioned; | am disgusted! | am sorry to
use such words. Why do | say that? Because thisis a den
of thieves! All what we are doing is act like cops and
robbers, trying to see who is robbing where. We quickly
catch one fellow here when another is robbing there.
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When we catch that fellow aso, athird fellow is robbing
somewhere else. So, we forget about the first fellow and
the second fellow. They are all here to rob, steal, pilfer
and to rape the national assets of this country! | hope next
year, when | stand up to speak - if | am alive - on the
COPE Report, it would be on a better situation.

| encourage Members of both sides to work under the
Hon. DEW Gunasekara's leadership, to see if we can
reduce the number of pages in the COPE Report next
time and that we can at least speak of some good things
about the Public enterprises.

Thank you very much.

[a.%0. 3.32]
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(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena - Minister of Water Supply

and Drainage and Chief Government Whip)
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(Mr. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Order, please. Will an Hon. Member propose the Hon.
Praba Ganesan to take the Chair?
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(The Hon. Alhaj A.H.M. Azwer)

| propose that the Hon Praba Ganesan do now take the
Chair.
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Whereupon MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN OF COMMITTEES left
the Chair, and THE HON. PRABA GANESAN took the Chair.
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(The Hon. Athauda Seneviratne - Minister of Rural Affairs)
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(The Presiding Member)

Hon. Member, you have only one more minute.
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Hon. Member, your timeis over.

@S 5389 edm8-w» Sum

(wrenrLyfl@ Hefou Cresrdlmbis)

(The Hon. Sujeewa Senasinghe)

e® 0niH® gf 00 OBHEWMO HFHDO OB
008 ewldrn HOODEO, OO @D@S WO w-OENB
ewddsn HOOEY RVIPOTEed gDUHW 0w WOBIB
0.

Den® HBAD Bwd Qzn BRWO @® 6O w-DELD®
DO 050008, S5rwd Az B8O @® JO ®d eetm
220008, drwd oy B8O GeE ¥OD WO ©NEDE.
0O @® w08 DB a8 928uy WM, ©&
008 ewldrn HOOEO @Nd et yodsy con
Bed 50 928y odrine Bw VIROTEed yBSHA
e mOTTD Q. Sevd® 3B Joewns 8 cod »dw
COPE donf & ©02 00 008l 0t 00m® o
DO ¢8 ewed wd. COPE deof & yd» qgumemd @9
2D 00 GeFDEO 0@ 0Dy Beadrtes’ Bwer. SwO
Cabinet approval @z & Bedmdrw Bwo COPE dex
0B BOD. & Ded® af @@BOST BOO.
§ows0Gie) ©0 O3B n®A, Cabinet approval Oz i@ ens
Bodvewsi® weadi)n® Ondded 14808 OxdEtd
230 0o Y BEIC emw lBed®sind wry O @mo
2108E0 Y@ WO Bedmds. HHB oOm»E /B
03By §eu B¢ wicmew 8Be@xndd 88
e0siery i 00m»e 0dxfesy Cabinet am®Bae
ClRends ©ud QIROTT In Bosymme 200 o
0D OB, DeN® 050eDE.

w506 O5IFn®
(sewevenwHTHRIGL 2 Mliilesri jeuider)
(The Presiding Member)

Hon. Member, your timeis over.



1391

@G 8380 eudm8-» Swm
(orenTfl@ sHefou Crardmis)
(The Hon. Sujeewa Senasinghe)
Give me afew seconds, Sir.
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©8@TVewsy Bwie emawegrs &8 COPE dewmzd
D0 Oy BBed  wiadensde &0
DEIeBe0Sn O B8w v & B & mdennesy
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§oe52005:8) @IE®

(pewevemGTHRIGL 2 MmiliilesTi Oj6uider)

(The Presiding Member)

The next speaker is the Hon. Alhgy A.H.M. Azwer.
Before he starts, will an Hon. Member propose the Hon.
Janaka Bandara to take the Chair?

@0 O¥e88 0¥dc Bwm (ymoEFsm W
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(The Hon. Chandrasiri Gajadeera -
Rehabilitation and Prison Reforms)
Y0068 O OTEROB, " ©O Koy €S BWmo

B3 o6 0B Ggrw'B @ ewldnsn HOB.

Minister  of

g BBz &, ters 3OO S,
aflsorir A (BIGHLILIL (B) 6THMYS CIBTETemLILIL 1.
Question put, and agreed to.
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Whereupon THE HON. PRABA GANESAN left the Chair, and
THE HON. JANAKA BANDARA took the Chair.

[10.1. 4.15]
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(TheHon. Alhaj A.H.M. Azwer)
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@flerd S  La6dT.

GTITEMST 2 _ewriurmHm

Mr. Presiding Member, today marks another milestone
in the path of progress of Parliamentary democracy as
envisaged by “Mahinda Chintana” which promises to the
nation, an effective administration devoid of inactivity,
ineffectiveness and portraying transparency al round in
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good governance. The COPE was able to enhance the
prestige and dignity of Parliament and earn the
confidence and admiration of the people.

Sir, the Hon. DEW Gunasekara has carved a niche in
the annals of Parliamentary life. He is one of the best-
known Chairmen who headed the COPE. There have
been distinguished Chairmen earlier. The COPE is avery
powerful body. | can remember, Sir, it did not even spare
the Secretary to the Prime Minister, the Army
Commander and the Secretary to the Treasury. When they
failed to come before the Committee, they adjourned the
sittings and said, "He has to answer the call of the COPE
as it is like answering the call of Parliament". It is so
important, Sir. Therefore, | think we should place on
record our deep appreciation of the work done by our
worthy Minister, the Hon. DEW Gunasekara. We know
how committed and dedicated he was; he came to the
Committee everyday; he gave guidance to others; he led
from the front and 244 State ingtitutions had been
examined thoroughly and exhaustively and today, the
Second Report is before the House.

Today aso marks a historic day because this is the
first time in the history of Parliament that a COPE Report
has been discussed fully, exhaustively for two full days.

Sir, there had been certain references made by two
individuals and | am ashamed and sad to say that they
turned the COPE Report the way they want, instead of
having a healthy Debate on it, in order to sling mud at
certain individuas who came for examinations and
answered the COPE. Yesterday, we saw how the Hon.
Sunil Handunnetti threwv mud at the Chairman of the
SLBC, Mr. Hudson Samarasinghe. z:® 8@ =mc scE
¢olest oWy BECE 0@ 0@y e@imthedd eced)dd.
&2 COPE 9085000 gog ocwn eznedd@. But, | have to
meet these arguments, like what the Hon. Mangala
Samaraweera said. Sir, in fact yesterday, the Hon.
Mangala Samaraweera - some people call him “go®-0c”
- said "gxnReBae". | protested and it was not recorded. |
think you have to go through the Hansard and remove it
because how uncultured and uncivilized it is for a person
to call the Head of the Nation, who had been elected
twice by the people, "&x08s8w30". He does not have the
sheer courtesy -

Yoe506: O5IFn®

(pewevenwGTHRIGL 2 Ml ilesri j6uider)

(The Presiding Member)

Hon. Member, | was not in the Chair at that time.

@0 g8 &.00.908. 8308 Swmn

(oressrLLfl@ SLADTEY 67.6TF.6TLD. By6TV6UIT)

(The Hon. Alhaj A.H.M. Azwer)

| was not referring to you, Sir, but to the Chair. Thank
you very much.
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G020 @IES0
(pewevemGTHRIGL 2 Mmiliilesi Oj6uider)
(The Presiding Member)

Okay. We will check it.

@0 gCwd 5.09.08. 2tdD8 Owmn

(LomressrLL0l@ SIVADTEY 67.6TF.6TLD. Hy6VV6UIT)

(TheHon. Alhaj A.H.M. Azwer)

Anyway, that has to be gone through and taken out of
Hansard.

Then, thereis a contract called "contra deal".

Q05T mEwd 8BEn ayds’ YOG POWE BeHDo.
CONdemnes Drews’ “Bm coeddcd dewn® &
emdesied yiowr ecm. ¢y 9dsl BgBews’ yum
g0 . ¢8 8ng "Endewm" yod v e®mO Yow eemn
Ber. Omemd Qb B¢Bowsy EmBerd ydidw @cmd.
©@®m w@®s contract system Oma. 9853 IO
8B BR0 9T swr asic®s S WS Beadnd.
OO ©Ed BN VT §uIcds] D WE O HOB g
gwens 3ed.

Sir, who is this person, Mr. Hudson Samarasinghe? ©z@o
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Then, there is another institution, Sir, which the
COPE examined. That is, SriLankan Airlines. SriLankan
Airlines oozt a very clever Chairman, Mr. Nishantha
Wickramasingheo, s» gemsf gwd @10 e¢zyds. Now, look
at its performance. SriLankan Airlines has invested into
the future, to keep in line with the vision of the Sri Lanka
Government, of 4 million tourists in the year 2020 and
earning up to US Dallars 8 hillion from tourism. In line
with this, the fleet of the airline has been increased to 21
aircraft from afleet of 13 aircraft in 2010/2011, reflecting
more than a 50 per cent increase in the fleet. Is this not a
gigantic jump, agreat achievement, | ask you? The airline
has increased its capacity by 27 per cent and has carried
4.5 million passengers, which is an increase of 48 per cent
passengers in 2012/2013 compared to 2010/2011. In
addition, there is a growth of 34 per cent in revenue, to
US Dollars 840 million compared to 2010/2011. The Sri
Lankan cargo has carried 17 per cent more cargo volume
with an increase in capacity of 8 per cent. ¢csfemd cBA.
el Bedm qe dCyees’). odgs Bedm gw fddeTD
e dEyeess. S8 ¢8 Busleny.

In line with the vision of the Government of Sri
Lanka, after the end of the war, the capacity increase was
taken upfront in order to be in a position to spearhead the
growth in tourism. However, the airline also experienced
higher losses as it takes time to deploy this capacity at the
correct yield in growth markets. Due to this increase in
capacity compared to 2010/2011, the losses in 2011/2012
have increased. If the airline had maintained the fleet of
13 aircraft, the net loss in 2011/2012 would have been 25
per cent less, from aloss of US Dollars 182 million to US
Dollars 137 million. This is the story and this is the
correct picture. The economic conditions in Europe
contributed heavily towards the increase in losses at that
time and when the regimes in Greece and other countries
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like Italy and Spain are falling and eating the dust, we are
getting up and flying high.

Talking of new ventures, the SriLankan Airlines has
been invited to join the prestigious airline aliance,
increasing the SriLankan Airlines network and enhancing
the image of the airline. Then, comes the cabin upgrades.
Business Class cabin is to be refurbished with flat beds
and new in-flight entertainment systems are to be
introduced.
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ey & 0@ B8emensy gy eom @ndd gdewm ¢ dn.
OC s0wm e50ed8 ¢ emEy gdenm O Bedmd.
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0000 95T, BN BedmDr »O® O OB
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Then, talking about operations of the Mattala Airport,
it is going to provide a full complement of Ground
Handling Services for passenger flights, and Engineering
Base Maintenance operations were ceremonialy
commissioned. Also, Sir, the other day, the Colombo
Port Expansion Project took place. Dr. B. Priyantha as
Chairman has completed a splendid job.

OBE S8 Lurfdw YLImosl dwm EBw ®
B89 vwy gdEHed 3O @¢mO B Tn. ¢ YoLnwd
@3 98 oo, & S IHO @I »HO passports dzy. DD
wmemd & qud §eE 0wdxm A J gqedd duty
endEI®Y vy, BEE ¢ty ABY. W gWed DG DBGEwW
BSCRO® 0mEE @D eSO BAle O I
@IDDWMEWsY @0 0om, Om 00 00 =308nmw
WO, @O0 @B WO ¢’ o® O BEBREemw IR
Bedm. &¢ g8 Colombo Harbour &0 Buwo.

Seven and a half kilometres have been added to the
landscape of Sri Lanka by reclaiming the sea. Now afully
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new township is coming up over there. Instead of losing
land, the Mahinda Rajapaksa regime has increased the
landscape of Sri Lanka. That is why we call Sri Lanka
the "Wonder of Asia” Also, an advanced airline technical
training academy is going to be set up at Mattaa
Rajapaksa International Airport to provide a gamut of
training courses for local as well as regiond students. We
heard this before the COPE. Airport Chairman Prasanna
Wickremasuriya and Vice Chairman Kama Ratwatte
together with the other officials going great guns.

Then, there is another area. What is that? Some people
throw brickbats at Mr. Ajith Nivard Cabraal, the
Governor of the Central Bank.

G85006:8) O5IE 0@
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(The Presiding Member)
Hon. Member, please wind up now.

@0 gCd &.09.08. 2tddd ®wmn
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(TheHon. Alhaj A.H.M. Azwer)

Give me one more minute, Sir,

Look at what Mr. Cabraal saysin today's "The Idand"
newspaper: It states, | quote:

“In the post-conflict economy, Sri Lanka recorded many important
milestones. Per capitaincome doubled to reach over US dollars 2,900 in
arelatively short period, thereby elevating the country to an “emerging
market economy” status; the economy grew to a robust US dollar 59
billion, from about US dollars 24 billion in 2004; inflation was
controlled at single digits for more than four and ahalf years;-"

What a great achievement!

If you can only read the excerpt of the speech
delivered by Mr. Ajith Nivard Cabraa at the 25th
Anniversary  Convention of the Association of
Professional Bankers published in today's "The Island”
newspaper, you will be convinced more than | do in the
Housetoday. | am tabling* the rest of his speech.

It is my duty to say this in conclusion. While
recognizing the importance of all the departments which
have helped us in the preparation of the COPE Report, we
must not forget the Hansard Department headed by
Ranjani Jayamanne. We are aso thankful to the Secretary
to the COPE, Mr. M.N. Peiris. | think he isin hospital at
the moment. We pray for his quick recovery and good
health. He was doing awonderful job with his able staff.

| am personally aware of the efficiency and co-
operation of the staff of the Hansard Department. All
Committees including the COPE meet on Sitting Days

* gepaaced mad g».
* preflenViIS B0 ewauds LI (Hlarens).
* Placed in the Library.
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and | have seen for myself how the Hansard Reporters
have to run up and down to cover the Proceedings of the
House as well as the other Committees. It is no easy task
to cover al the Committees at the same time. | take this
opportunity to pay tribute to them and say that they are
one of the most efficient Hansard Reportersin any part of
the democratic world. Also, | am thankful to the Hon.
Speaker, the Chairman of the COPE, the Auditor
General and his staff and al those who assisted in the
preparation of the COPE Report.

Thank you very much.
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It being 6.30 p.m., MR. PRESIDING MEMBER adjourned
Parliament without Question put.

Adjourned accordingly until 1.00 p.m. on Tuesday, 22nd October,
2013.
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