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The Parliament met at 1.30 p.m., MR. SPEAKER [THE HON.
CHAMAL RAJAPAKSA] in the Chair.
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Petitions ordered to be referred to the Committee on Public
Petitions.
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asked the Prime Minister and Minister of Buddha
Sasana and Religious Affairs:

(@  Will he state whether the government agrees with
the statements to the effect that -

(i) the effort taken to improve the public
petitions system through the amendment
introduced by Act, No. 26 of 1994 was
insufficient; and

(i) legislation relevant to the office of the
Parliamentary Commissioner for
Administration or Ombudsman to take
action regarding the grievances of the
citizens was insufficient;

that are mentioned on page 68 of the
summary of key observations and
recommendations mentioned in the report
of the Commission of Inquiry on Lessons
Learnt and Reconciliation?

(b)  Will he inform this House -

(i) whether the recommendation made by the
aforesaid Commission to establish  an
independent institution to address the
citizens’ grievances, will be implemented,;
and

(if)  if so, when?

(¢)  If not, why?
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asked the Prime Minister and Minister of Buddha
Sasana and Religious Affairs:

@)

(b)

Will he inform this House -

(D)

(ii)

(iii)

the response of the Government to the
statements on page 65 in the summary of
key observations and recommendations of
the Report of the Commission of Inquiry on
Lessons Learnt and Reconciliation to the
effect that the issues pertaining to law and
order have still not been resolved, that
armed groups commit various crimes in the
North and East and that police have been
politicized,

since it has been stated in the said Report
that the use of firearms had intensified
political violence, whether he intends to
take action to ease this situation; and

if so, the date from which it will be done?

If not, why?
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asked the Prime Minister and Minister of Buddha
Sasana and Religious Affairs:

(@ Wil he state the response of the Government
regarding -

(i) the statement made on page 66 in the
summary of key observations and
recommendations in the Report of the
Commission of Inquiry on Lessons Learnt
and Reconciliation that as a result of not
conducting an investigation in relation to
the complaints received against Eelam
People's Democratic Party, an impression
of perpetrators not being punished could be
created; and

(if) the statement expressing the regrets of the
Commission regarding the failure to fully
implement its interim recommendations on
illegal armed groups?

(b)  Ifnot, why?
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asked the Minister of Highways, Ports and Shipping:

(@ Wil he state in relation to the Kurunegala -
Habarana road development project;

(i) the length of the road;
(if)  time taken for the reconstruction;

(iii)  whether the constructor was selected
following a tender procedure;

(iv) if so, the name of the selected bidders;
(v) the funding sources;
(vi) the construction cost per Kilometre.

(vii) whether compensation has been paid to
anybody; and

(viii) if so, the names of the persons to whom
compensations were paid?

(b)  If not, why?
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asked the Prime Minister and Minister of Buddha
Sasana and Religious Affairs:

@)

(b)

©

(d)

Will he state separately, the number of -

(i) the soldiers including officers of the Armed
Forces;

(i)  members including police officers;

(iii)  members including officers of the Special
Task Force; and

(iv) members including officers of the Civil
Defence Force;

who died due to terrorist activities prevailed
in the North and the East since 1980 up to
the end of war?

Will he also state -

(i) the number of aforesaid personnel who
receive treatment in the Army hospitals or
the similar places by now; and

(i)  the total value of compensation paid, to the
aforesaid disabled personnel of the security
services?

Will he also inform this House of -

(i) the number of officers and soldiers who
died from the aforesaid security services
due to insurrection in 1971, within the
period 1988 - 1989;

(i) the number of security service personnel
who had become disabled during the
aforesaid periods of time; and

(iii)  the value of compensation paid to them?

If not, why?
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asked the Minister of Wildlife Resources

Conservation:

(@ s heaware that -

(i) Geological Survey and Mines Bureau has
issued licences illegally for earth and sand
mining activities in wildlife parks and
sanctuaries that come under Forest
Conservation Department; and

(if) permission has been granted by now for
earth and sand mining activities in
Parippukandan area adjacent to
Andamkulam in Madupara Sanctuary in the
Mannar District and in Galmetiyawa area in
Naval Headworks Sanctuary in
Trincomalee?

(b) Will he admit that such activities are illegal
according to the Article 7 of the Fauna and Flora
Protection Ordinance which was last amended by
Act no. 22 of 2009?

(c)  Will he inform this House -

(i) whether action will be taken to conduct a
proper investigation with regard to illegal
permission given for earth and sand mining
activities in wildlife parks and sanctuaries;
and

(if)  if so, the date on which it will be done?
(d) Ifnot, why?
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asked the Minister of Indigenous Medicine:
(@  Will he inform this House -

(i) whether Ayurvedic medicine graduates who
serve as medical practitioners in the public
service are treated with the same status as
that accorded to western medicine
graduates; and

(if)  if so, the basic salary of each of these two
categories of medicine graduates at
recruitment, separately?

(i) s he aware that the Ayurvedic graduates in
internship are not paid the allowances that
are paid to western medicine graduates at
internship in addition to their basic
allowance?

(b)  Will he admit that this state of affairs causes an
injustice to Ayurvedic medicine graduates?

(c)  If so, will he inform this House whether steps will
be taken to rectify this state of affairs?

(d) Ifnot, why?
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(The Deputy Speaker)

The next speaker is the Hon. Rauff Hakeem. Before
he starts, will an Hon. Member propose the Hon. Janaka
Bandara to take the Chair?

@0 Bo¥d endbis Bwm

(oreryflg HBevreg @ swrouige)

(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena)

I propose that the Hon. Janaka Bandara do now take
the Chair.
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Question put, and agreed to.
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Whereupon MR. DEPUTY SPEAKER left the Chair, and THE
HON. JANAKA BANDARA took the Chair.
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Question put, and agreed to.

Bill accordingly read a Second time.
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Resolved:

"That the Bill be referred to a Committee of the whole Parliament."”
- [The Hon. D.M. Jayaratne]
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Considered in Committee.

[MR. PRESIDING MEMBER in the Chair.]

1 80 5 evad Doz e ewH@send emdest wSwed
BIw @31 w0l Bewlw wdzd &

lgyw ourssssladmps Sy urss auswy FLLAPVISHlGT
LISGSMWITS (3) 1555 B Glolosrds 1 1 sweruill i’ 1 g).

Clauses 1 to 5 ordered to stand part of the Bill.
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Enacting Clause and Title ordered to stand part of the Bill.

Bill reported without Amendment.
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Question put, and agreed to.

Bill accordingly read the Third time, and passed.
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Question proposed.
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EXPRESSWAYS
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(The Hon. Alhaj A.H.M. Azwer)

Bismillahir Rahmanir Raheem.

Hon. Presiding Member, | move,

“Turning a new leaf in the annals of highways in Sri Lanka, the
southern expressway was declared open in the year 2011. Today, it
is being used by a large number of people.

The second expressway of Sri Lanka from the Katunayake airport
to Colombo is scheduled to be opened on 27" October. The opening
of this expressway will enable people to travel from Colombo to
Katunayake airport quickly. It will also be immensely beneficial to
local and foreign airline passengers. Further, since this road has
been constructed with a picturesque setting, tourists arriving at Sri
Lanka will be able to have a clear idea about the development
taking place in Sri Lanka.

Therefore, it is moved that this House should express its
appreciation to the Ministry of Highways, Ports and Shipping for
constructing such excellent highways.”
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| table* the Sinhala and Tamil versions of this Motion
to be included in Hansard as part of my speech.
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*Sinhala and Tamil versions of Motion tabled:
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It is the "Mahinda Chintana" that paves the way for all
types of development in Sri Lanka. Now, highways and
expressways also fall into that category. It is the vision of
His Excellency President Mahinda Rajapaksa, through his
“Mahinda Chintana”, that has taken Sri Lanka to great
heights in the international arena. | know you would
remember, Hon. Presiding Member, in times of yore,
people said, “All roads lead to Rome”. Now, people
would say that all roads lead to Katunayake; all roads lead
to Galle, Matara, and from there to Beliatta and
Hambantota. That is the new picture that has been created
about the topography of Sri Lanka.

Now, look at this photograph in today's "Daily News".
How wonderful and how nice it is! The President himself
is in the “Daily News” of today. He is leading in front.
Yesterday, he took a walk, he was almost jogging, along
the new expressway.

In the front page, it states, | quote:

“The employees attached to the Ports and Highways Ministry and
the Road Development Authority staged a walk along the Colombo-
Katunayake Expressway yesterday to mark the opening of the
Expressway scheduled for October 27. President Mahinda
Rajapaksa is seen joining the march at its starting point at
Peliyagoda. Minister Nirmala Kotalawala, Parliamentarian Namal
Rajapaksa and Ports and Highways Ministry Secretary R.W.R.
Premasiri also participated.”

How happy the people of Sri Lanka are to see this
fantastic picture and also enjoy the right to use the new
expressway. In this picture, | also see our dear Colleague,
the Hon. (Ms.)) Kamala Ranathunga, also walking
wearing a T-shirt, together with His Excellency the
President and others.

Sir, now we must understand why we are calling this
country a "Wonder of Asia".
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“President Obama by getting elected as the first coloured person to
head the United States was praised for making the ‘impossible
possible’. A black man in the White House as President of the
United States was even unthinkable in a dream. But it happened.
The same was said about defeating Velupillai Prabhakaran - an
‘impossibility’. However, the strong reserve of the Sri Lankan
armed forces under the command of its equally determined

Commander-in-Chief Mahinda Rajapaksa made the ‘impossible” -
‘possible’ and the people of the North and East of Sri Lanka were
liberated from the ruthless killers commanded by Velupillai
Prabhakaran for thirty long years.

Jaffna and its immediate suburbs have undergone a marvellous
transformation from a war torn area to complete rejuvenation to the
extent that some British tourists who were visiting Jaffna about the
same time as us, ........ ”

This was in front of the big library which was burnt
down by the former government. It is a well known fact.

f were asking the question from the army personnel in
Elephant Pass, “what war?” when listening to the narration at the
foot of the monument in Elephant Pass.”

In conclusion, Dr. Haris Z. Deen states, | quote:

“The Military Officers are going to great lengths to cultivate trust
and provide the Jaffna people, Tamils, Muslims and of course some
Sinhalese, who lived in utter distrust, hate and most importantly
terror for thirty years the confidence of a government eager to build
bridges between all the communities part and parcel of the greater
Sri Lankan family.”

I must also mention that in his team was Mrs.
Khairiya Deen, Hussein Deen, Ameena, Ameen and also
Zaharan. This is the team that went to Jaffna and spent a
night in the jungle. There is a holiday resort there. It is
called the "Nature Park", a forest rest. Those places were
earlier infested by the Tigers. Therefore, it is no wonder
that he is writing an article like this so that the British
people will be educated about the true picture of Sri
Lanka.

What more? Within another 25 days, we are going to
stage one of the most important conferences - the
CHOGM - that could take place the world over. The
Commonwealth Heads of States are coming here. How
happy they will be to see an expressway. They will never
imagine such a thing. Some of the leaders have come
here earlier through the Ja-Ela-Kadawatha Road. Her
Majesty the Queen had come and even Prince Charles,
Prime Minister Manmohan Singh, the Pakistani Prime
Minister, the New Zealand Prime Minister and the
Australian Prime Minister have come through that way.
This time they will be amazed and bewildered to see the
transformation that has taken place in this country. More
than anything else their hearts will be filled with joy and
happiness of the great achievement of the Mahinda
Rajapaksa Regime.

I do not want to take much time because our able and
always on-the-run Hon. Nirmala Kotalawala has to speak.
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(The Hon. Vasantha Senanayake)

Mr. Presiding Member, it gives me great pleasure and it
is a privilege to second the Motion proposed by the Hon.
Alhaj A.-H.M. Azwer.

| think on this occasion, we must view with great
gratitude the opening up of the second highway in the
history of this country, particularly myself, because, in
part or partially, it goes through my electorate, Mirigama
and benefits its people as well, tremendously. So, | take
this opportunity to thank this House, particularly the
Ministry of Highways, Ports and Shipping for
constructing this highway, which will benefit the people
of Gampaha immensely as much as it benefits the
majority of Sri Lankans; in fact, | would say, all the Sri
Lankans living in this country.

Unfortunately, Sir, 1 do not quite comprehend how
some Sri Lankans can see this as a progress and how a
few cannot. | think this is the myopic vision of whom we
can term as "frogs in the well", who cannot see anything
beyond the little well they have been born in, brought up,
raised in, will live in, die in and ferment in and are
entirely unable to see and comprehend any sort of
development which happens in a constructive manner.
This is extremely sad because this country did not have a
single highway at any point of time. Today, we have
understood that we must move on with global trends; we
cannot act in isolation; we cannot act as an independent
island cut away from the rest of the world particularly in
the light of increased globalization where the world is
now a single unit, which we cannot differentiate ourselves
from. We must understand this point of view and that the
Government's ability to dream realistic dreams is in our
best interest as a country. If the President did not have a

vision to see this country as a country free of war and if
we believed in the age-old myth that guerilla warfare
cannot be combated militarily, today we would still be
fighting a war. It is this way of being able to perceive
one's nation out of the box in an innovative sense that has
enabled us to progress to win what they thought was an
unwinnable war. So, to dare to dream the impossible
dream is not necessarily a bad thing if one can make
those dreams a reality, which had been proven right with
the war and the first express highway - the Southern
Highway - already been constructed and being used.

So, the second highway to be opened, as | said before,
will immensely benefit my own Electorate and the
peoples from there as well. For that, | must say, Sir, I
could not thank the House before, but | am pleased on
this occasion that | am able to do so. | was able to, in my
last address to this House, speak particularly about the
University of Lancashire which is coming also to my
Electorate, the Electorate of Mirigama, and will
undoubtedly benefit the people of Mirigama. To get a
university that is recognized so highly in the international
rankings and placed above the highest of the Sri Lankan
universities - | think it is the Moratuwa University that is
regarded as Sri Lanka's premier educational institution
when it comes to higher education or university education
and the University of Lancashire, in world rankings, is
about a thousand places higher than the University of
Moratuwa - is of tremendous benefit to us as a nation.
When you have institutions of that calibre coming into
this country without fear, you must also have the
infrastructure to support and sustain such development.

When we talk about sustainable development itself,
Sir, we must bear in mind that in today's world,
particularly of commerce and industry, time is of essence
and therefore, moving goods, particularly perishable
goods, to ports is very vital, very crucial in the sphere of
international trade. Therefore, having highways which
increase accessibility within our nation causes or brings
about tremendous benefit and commercial viability as
well .

Therefore, we must thank this Government for
initiating such innovative and valuable contributions in
the infrastructure development of this country. It is also
going to be a boon to tourism and there is no doubt about
it because tourists tend to travel to countries where access
is free; it does not take hours to travel from one
destination to another and where they can get to a
destination quickly without much discomfort. That is one
of the main reasons why any tourist chooses a particular
destination in this country. Therefore, the improvement in
highways will open up to tourists, previously inaccessible
or less visited places in this country.

I do not wish to speak at length. | think it is
manifestly clear that the introduction of a second
highway - it will not end up at that but culminate in more
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highways being developed - will help this country to
progress from further prosperity to even more prosperity.

Therefore, | wish this Government the very best in its
endeavours and also wish to state categorically that | feel
proud to be a part of such development. | also feel proud
to be a Sri Lankan as much as a Parliamentarian in this
Parliament that has brought about so much development
through the Government for this country.

Thank you.
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Adjourned accordingly at 6.25 p.m. until 9.30 a.m. on Tuesday, 5th
November, 2013, pursuant to the Resolution of this day.
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