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asked the Minister of Local Government and
Provincial Councils:

(a)  Ishe aware that -

(i) the Haldummulla Pradeshiya Sabha has
been constructing a road by clearing a strip
of forest land in the Soragune Forest in
Bogahapitiya in Haldummulla; and
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(if)  the Veli Oya Farmers’ Organization and the
Bhikku Organization have informed the
President in writing of the destruction
caused to the forest by the said activity?

(b)  Will he inform this House -

(i) of the purpose of constructing the aforesaid
road; and

(i) whether the approval of the Ministry of
Environment and Renewable Energy has
been received for constructing the said
road?

(¢) Ifnot, why?
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asked the Minister of Highways, Ports and Shipping:
(a) Ishe aware that -

(i) due to the non-renovation of the Jumma
Grand Mosque Street, which links the Main
Street and the Central Street of Pottuvil, that
road is not fit for transport; and

(i) the people which use that road face
immense difficulties due to its dilapidated
condition?

(b) Will he inform this House whether prompt action
will be taken to reconstruct the above road?

() Ifnot, why?
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asked the Minister of Irrigation and Water Resources

Management:

(a)  Will he state -

(i) whether there is a plan to deepen the stretch
of Nilwala River from Matara Mahanama
Bridge to the sea;

(i) if so, the objectives, expected to be
achieved through that plan;

(iii) the amount of money expected to be spent
on that project;

(iv) whether the money required for that will be
obtained from domestic funds or foreign
funds; and

(v) the names of the relevant countries of
institutions, if foreign funds are obtained?

(b) Ifnot, why?

®0; 8ED.8. Imrnem Ovwm (DB@Ee W
Bcudss HEOmmien Bewdss §g@imun®)
(oresryflg Lifleirwy.l. egéspruss - Birlurser, bieuer
pasTewwdgieu LITd Sewdai)

(The Hon. W.B. Ekanayake - Deputy Minister of Irrigation
and Water Resources Management)

®O0T  ®ONEDROB,  DB®en ¥ &Ecwd®on

DEONDO T ¢ eDHEDSY ® O® ydmwd B8End
[Clt-IL

(&) (i) ootdewdusndnl 9e8usl 8 By .

(i) ocued B 90, BEOE 0¥ ©®ORJ
goFeen OxosaBed svgf Bwdd HuwdOm
BBe® & ©-0nd @uoeene O BBO wewo
@D Budow ocn BEOE ©» 0®ewsy
S0 B BE Y IO FOMED MFesSwed
w2y 828 5508 Se eOm o W»i® wews
3OBm0 S @8owsl - bypass canal - 80
ewddmn S Bgd. Y eweddn yeodn o®
O3B0 @m0 BB €s o 3058 yodn Heso
000 owldrNd Bwdem BBO HowdBm
e005 PO 8 8 aw. & apd ©md
H0ed ©ORd v DiEIO® wewo
2092000 Ee® 8O e (w0 @m0 G0
BB BEDD ewdetimdnt 928us’ 8 ¢m. o®
0 @i emes SRE DO 8T
880 BI® Beso OO @m0 e e HIO
OBsY ©Ond D @® OB Syey RBOO
owldrmned gifen ©d. owed odmx
100 eu emid g} 8B B W BE
OB HEO RO BB HVE W O¢ D18 BB @&
BI® Bewo seBw & oeg®0 oRE @
BB, seryms ©8:8m wOREHBOBIO
Dot SO  BPOO o) @ Bwo O®
@530 e BICBCECST glswme BB
8e B q. OB gidswmne Biedxs) gmnc®
980w Gen ©wd®snd wewr ©dwlm W
geoyRs  apE enmOEs  am@Bent
Ceasiesy »H® 9O owlvmd HwerOm
BEOO mOGR eWESH ar>.

(i) &cg ev0ed.
(iv) acog ovned.
V)  @og eoned.

(40) acog @z0eDd.



989 2014 e»s@50:8 20 990

@G 9d8m» vBSem Swmo

(oressTifl@ Lggle Liglemn)

(The Hon. Buddhika Pathirana)

@01 DOTNGDROB, VIR Bwn DnewlsI® O
D5y @, BEOE 0¥ BLsIesy Comned Bedn yder8®
®o0 DO, «® SdGBweBsT 005 eom, O®
I DeesI® §Yed KERCOD BB Comned OO v HOR
BEOE 0ov. BEOE 0o sne® omde o@d BB
0®TTVO ©8ews qlvwm Dbm R 0o gdwm
Bo@mwem0 @8e;msisy D8@8e w1 &Lcod®ss
DEOMIT ¢OIMBIRB DD EBL T MICHHN Godw B
DO ¢?

®G DDED.B. Smrrw Bvmo

(orenryflg Lfsituy.Li). e7éaBTILSS)

(The Hon. W.B. Ekanayake)

B88nedry Buer Bedwtes’, "o sdvemns BBesy
260 928w O ewddsn wewr 38udm ¥ gem
g€ @InOES en®Ber cedsiest »O, ©O®
©@wdBs0D BHuid@m BB mO@n emedn) a»." Beo.

O 9dBm» 8BS Svmo

(oressTifl@ Lggle Liglyemn)

(The Hon. Buddhika Pathirana)

OO DOIBNBDROB, ed @cB and YE»HG e®BA.

O @PPR@ees’ ol e® oy FWDI® BDDI, &
BOsIHHO® B BCHOBEE ® SC8DWD) G I0RW®
GO NVWIB 98 WOBID) W O DhdWmed 98 BRI
©0® 0w 00 ¥;8e0 HOGED dm OO 8L Hoewoy
ORI GWMOMAIIDO Yoo o¢sIm 0dTes’ eve BERIS
yodaed endsi0. & Bw o Q0 HBO ©8@ITVewsy
D08@08® ¥ SCul®ss BELTmWmoen gL BT, COT
DA 98 BB w@ITTVewsY SEHOBILD W BEROWD
2@osawes gnd Bedwlesd iy Ded gemsdmns
00TV ¢?

®S; ODED.S. Imxrw®d Bvmo

(oreryflg LNsiTwy.Lf). e7&HBTILSS)

(The Hon. W.B. Ekanayake)

OO OB, @@ e¢m DB WOCB &
edDE mIsTesy. g0 Bwid & Dred D1 mSsTeny v
@® g@i00o® E¢H @MC ECIR OBV @B S eeOD
08 00 WmixTer’d. g8 “Ew ecmd, BE WO o
BCoDnsy OaEw 0% ®dmD. bEew o W®
gDENOmE® 88 e¢cemE R IO dnn 0D HOB ®OYH
BOsIesy. et ©ewdd. MOS D1eds BIHB, ®EO
01005 ¥y & ved HOwE »OB g8 Buwir®m meg.
Oen® B0 B ¢ Bwid e@®dr mIBIesT BNV

®G B vBSe Swmo
(wrehrflg Ysgls Lglren)

(The Hon. Buddhika Pathirana)

®od nrIedd and ydmw e®wi.

G0 RO DAdWmed MOYHOCO BE®BOBIED o
BN @@iern GE o Beadmds. VIRV BVE
BOm@ 9@ BBe® m»OYHn @ddyw WO Beamo.
BEOE 9ot 8HE® BEIN0 e B8ONS msY HHOLS
Beasies? Yyg @O0 D svEsT OO MOILNWEHROA. &

B 0@ 005 om0 o0 g@imser eim gnd ed®
0®TTVewsy wimddh DO Bww ©wdFD Beadmd ¢, &
DB DOOE YoBw eomnic?

DHOBNBDR s

(FUTBTWST Sjouiaeir)

(Mr. Speaker)

E® 05T mOeon OBIB RO &

®6 DDED.B. Smrw Dwmo

(woressrydl@ LiNsiruy. ). e7&apTILIdS)

(The Hon. W.B. Ekanayake)

e® yd»wd & ydmre @nd O P O
BDONEDROB. #nd 0D BYewn »H & ydmwds
8Eno adewm I35 BYewn. g 050ed.

O JF8m 8BS Dwmo
(wrehrfl@ Yybgla uglyent)
(The Hon. Buddhika Pathirana)
2 830200802 SR BT

®0 DOED.B. Tmxrwm Bwmo

(oressryfl@ LiNsiruy.Ll). e7&apmwiss)

(The Hon. W.B. Ekanayake)

36E ©NED. EOR® Henm eddDE @O #BE
205, I8 00 Bedsiess.

O §F8m vBSe Dwmo

(wrehrfl@ Usgla uglyen)

(The Hon. Buddhika Pathirana)

80D Bedm O ©dsd o 00 Bexsim.
Ben® wImDBOE WSE BN WO BedmnD »H® esid
Q&SN # OB Bwl.

(OISR LIEYSTSI0N

(FUTBTUSGT jsuideir)

(Mr. Speaker)

9desE® & Dod ydmws yres MO By ew O
8465 ® 0I5y BY .

D8@08® 1 S 2®ux DSOS ®H
3500w BOeH B G ¢ DI
BrOILUTEesT, BTeuer pshTeniodgleu SewLoddedr
FLPITEST (B M)IGUEHT RIS 6T 61 T 5 6VT 15 61T
INSTITUTIONS UNDER MINISTRY OF IRRIGATION AND
WATER RESOURCES MANAGEMENT: VEHICLES
3363/°12

12. ooy 8. ©8esz? @m0
(orerLfl@ 1F. anifesir)
(The Hon. P. Harrison)
D088 o BE OB HEOI®ITw HBYSIeOSY

@ ydmae - (3):

(&) (1) OB@&e wo B @wdss m»eLIWOT
g@o0e@wO  gqwd  QwmB  ese@sd
OMIBDE,

(i) ©® o O erwmme WO G ded Dz
25002500 ©ZIBO g,

(i) °O® GwEDE Ced D @A & @B
B85 awrt odd mdede;



991

208Ee®5nd

[06t 8. ©(Bessy @wmo]

@)

00 Bewdsied ¢deane wdent ¢ Dwnm
83002500 EZIBO e,

@5I) O e WOBTeBE?

(@ O

(ii)
(ii)

(v)

CAD @®a50006 WOes BOBD GoeHmBOE
B BDE 5¢o® O CROD Doy 8RO
(CFRISION 71N

OO DoNHOEO @HD® WO GaIoe WO,

O® Doy EOMNEDTT D88HD endm & e
OIBOeE;

BB 3¢50 OB CA OB D) BBWSEHW WOY
G BERB5Y mYo5Ie;

@535y O eV 6K ¢BIOTTeBIEE?

(@ @

(i)
(iii)

(iv)

QD GOIBBB @O B SBed D,
DE v® O cH o Do  ww
BeBsied ydoEm Dwwsy 005y WS wevn
O BRe® pPediwn Bedd;

vow 58, J BEIE u101@8 B3O mosTerie;

GO0 Rw® W0 & WO @B GEBHBOEO
3wy S5l D DE Cuss Coodme BO®
&€ GBS DO e WO Bede;

esndew O, dud e¥n mOede;

@BI5Ys On®s eewst mosTemde?
() o2»deLd 5, d osie?

BrlurseT, Bieuar (paErenwdgien emwsFamrds Gal L

afleorm:
(o ()

(i)

(ii)

(iv)

BIILTEST, [BT6UST (LPHTENLDSSHIN |6WLOFFids&HdF
QeThsTer  BMeuaThIGAIT  cTessTaTISHNS
6T6U6UETO)UETTLIEN S 1 LD;

Gy eubleurm Blmieusssdlesr & psirer
ST FTBIS T HTHBIHTIGOT 6TEUITEIT|H6M S
6T6U6UTOlUETTLIEN S 11D,

Gumhuig BlmieussTiigefsy OrFTBIs eurseTBIssT
2 §31Cwrsdsi
SH6Il6dT HTBIG6T WITEM6U  6TEITLIENSULD;

QuDHMISEEBTHSBSLILIL (HesiTer

Gumug 2 $FlCwrsssTHeflsT  Gumhumisneu
wilsst  Hpsiter  uTHOTBIGA T  6TevITENS I BEM 5
6T6UUETOleUITLIEN S 1U|LD

Sjeuir GO Heurymr?

(=) (1)

(i)

(i)

@)

GupLiy ewwsdsit Huperer Blmieussrmiseflsy
2 grem  euTL 6w  Igliuenl_uflsd  Glupmid
Q& meirerILIL_(H6Tem 6)THeITRISTGT 6T650T6v01560
6T616UETO) USITLIEH S L|LD;

GumhLilg  UTHETHISEHSETET 6% T(HIILISTeYd6T
CuplsmsirariiL(BIb pewm WT6S6TLIEHS LD,
GuhLilg QITHETBIGEHESTS aUHLTHSD GlFaid
SUu@D  Cwrdsl uewts 6lsTems  sTeusuar
GleussTLIEN S U|LD;

QUTL W& IjigLiLienL_ulsy ClUmHMIE6s Teiramiii’ 1
LweTUBHSSHID 2 SHCWTHs
STSH6T WTeuG TesTLISHSIU|LD

6U T&HEVTTRISHEN GITLI

Sjeui @)FFewLiufled Plaliiuryr?

@

(@)

(ii)

(iif)

(iv)

992

GuphLg  gewwsfsT Hp 2 6Tem  HTFTHIS
QUTHEBTBIGE, UTL W& g LiLienl_ullsd Clummids
Q@ rereniL’ L eUTEHOTBIGET LHMID 2 G
Cuirssgiseflsit CFThs sursaThisemear Gsumi
UGBS @i
CuUTESTM)I 2 6ITETG T 6TEITLIEN S W|LD;

2,Cwesfled, B)g1 TNy aflemdaweaflimrT
6TEITLIEN S UL|LD;

SHTERTUSDEBTET  (LPSHMEHLD

YWFRSGID BT  HWpsTeT  BlmIeuesTal
HEHBGL CFTHSLOTET HTFTHIS 6T HISEITI6D
s GesdlewaruL st GPlbs  pipisusTigler
Cuwi @MU Liu’ HTarS T 6TETLIENSWLD;
@)HTCM, BDHTEOT  STTEVIBIGHET  WITENEU
aeTUmSW LD Sjsul GOILLNHeuryr?

3)ss1@msv, s687?

asked the Minister of Irrigation and Water Resources

Management:

(@)

(b)

©

(d)

Will he state -

(M

(i)
(iif)

(iv)

the number of institutions that come under
the purview of the Ministry of Irrigation
and Water Resources Management;

the number of Government vehicles that
come under each such institution;

the grades of the officers of those
institutions to whom Government vehicles
have been assigned;

the number of vehicles falling under the
supervision of those officers?

Will he inform this House -

(M

(ii)

(iif)

(iv)

the number of vehicles in the institutions
coming under the aforesaid Ministry that
have been obtained on rent basis;

the method of payment of rent adopted in
relation to those vehicles;

the total amount of money paid annually as
rent on those vehicles; and

the officers who use those vehicles obtained
on rent basis?

Will he also state -

)

(i1)
(iii)

(iv)

whether a methodology to distinguish
Government vehicles under this Ministry,
vehicles obtained on rent basis, and personal
vehicles of the officers is in place?

if so, whether a clarification in that regard is
made;

whether the state insignia and the name of
the relevant institution are engraved in the
Government vehicles that come under the
Ministry and the institutions coming under
it; and

if not, the reasons for that?

If not, why?
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(a)  Will he inform this House -

() what is the building which has been built in
a land area of about 5 acres in the Eastern
boundary of the Giritale National Park in
Minneriya;

Minister of Wildlife Resources

(i)  the purpose of constructing that building;

(iii)  whether the document that gave the written
permission to construct this building be
submitted;
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(iv) the party by which this permission was
granted; and

(v) if such a permission has not been obtained,
the reason for that?

(b) Ifnot, why?
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asked the Minister of Water Supply and Drainage:
(@  Will he state -

(1) the number of institutions that come under
the purview of the Ministry of Water
Supply and Drainage;

(i) the number of Government vehicles that
come under each such institution;

(iii) the grades of the officers of those
institutions to whom Government vehicles
have been assigned; and

(iv) the number of vehicles falling under the
supervision of those officers?

(b)  Will he inform this House of -

(i) the number of vehicles in the institutions
coming under the aforesaid Ministry that
have been obtained on rent basis;

(i) the method of payment of rent adopted in
relation to those vehicles;
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(d)

(ii)

(iv)

the total amount of money paid annually as
rent on those vehicles; and

the officers who use those vehicles obtained
on rent basis?

Will he also state -

)

(ii)

(iii)

(iv)

whether a methodology to distinguish
Government vehicles under this Ministry,
vehicles obtained on rent basis, and personal
vehicles of the officers is in place?

if so, whether a clarification in that regard is
made;

whether the state insignia and the name of
the relevant institution are engraved in the
Government vehicles that come under the
Ministry and the institutions coming under
it; and

if not, the reasons for that?

If not, why?
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asked the Minister of Power and Energy:

(a)  Will she inform the House -

)

(ii)

(iif)

(iv)

V)

(vi)

whether a fuel adjustment surcharge was
added to the electricity bills in the year
2012;

if so, the date on which the fuel adjustment
surcharge was imposed;

the reasons for imposing that fuel

adjustment surcharge;

the income earned by the Ceylon Electricity

Board in each month since the fuel
adjustment  surcharge was imposed,
separately;

whether the fuel adjustment surcharge is
still charged; and

if not, the date on which that charging was
terminated?

(b) Ifnot, why?
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(F)  @)et1@mev, eyedr?

asked the Prime Minister and Minister of Buddha
Sasana and Religious Affairs:

(a)  Will he state -

(i) whether a land called Millaniya Watta
(Horekanda Group) is located in the
Kalutara District which comes under the
purview of the Land Reform Commission;
and

(ii) the assessment value of the granite rock in
extent of nine acres, three roods and 29.85
perches situated in Lot No. 9 of that land?

(b)  Will he inform this House -

(i) whether it has been decided to lease out the
above granite rock to Dr. Thiranda Silva of
Nalluruwa, Panadura;

(ii) the date on which that decision was arrived
at;

(iii)  the basis for that decision;
(iv) the annual lease value of it;

(v) the basis on which that amount was
decided;

(vi) the date on which that lease agreement was
signed;
(vii) whether a copy of that lease agreement

would be submitted; and

if not, the reason for that?
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Will he also state the steps that have been taken to
protect transparency in transactions of lease when
lands belonging to Land Reform Commission are
leased out?

(d) Ifnot, why?
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S @)FFewudg plelliiumyr?

@)r@mev, ersir?

asked the Minister of Public Administration and Home

Affairs:

(@)

(b)

©

(d)

Will he inform this House of -

(1) the stipulated age limit of retirement for the
public sector officials; and

(ii) the criteria adopted in deploying any official
in the Public Service exceeding this age
limit?

Will he state -

(i) the designations to which the retired
officials of the Sri Lanka Administrative
Service are recruited when they are
recruited again to the service;

(ii) the salaries and other perks such as vehicles,
fuel and telephones provided to them;

(iii)  the amount of each of the above items; and
(iv) whether the above recruitment and the

provision of perks are carried out strictly in
line with instructions of the relevant
circulars?

‘Will he also inform this House of -

)

(ii)

(iif)

(iv)

the number of officials other than the
Secretaries of Ministries currently in service
in the Sri Lanka Administrative Service
who have exceeded the retirement age;

the ministries and departments in which
they serve;

the number of Secretaries of Ministries
currently in service who have exceeded the
retirement age; and

their names, ages and the Ministries in
which they serve?

If not, why?
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@) @Gy, ereir?

asked the Prime Minister and Minister of Buddha
Sasana and Religious Affairs:

(a)  Will he inform this House -

(1) the total amount of money due to be paid to
the registered suppliers who supplied food
and beverages to Sri Lanka Army in the

years 2010, 2011 and 2012;

(i) the sum of money that has been paid by
now; and

(iii)  separately, the sum of money due to be paid
for the aforesaid three years on per year
basis?

(b)  Will he also inform this House -

(1) whether he is aware that the suppliers have
informed the authorities that continuation of
the relevant supplies is difficult due to non-
payment;

(if) the action that will be taken to settle the
aforesaid dues; and

(iii) the date on which settling of the aforesaid
dues will be completed?

(¢) Ifnot, why?
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@) @G, srsir?

asked the Minister of Health:

(s)  Will he state separately, the number of national
hospitals and private hospitals in the country to
date?

(b)  Will he also state pertaining to the above hospitals
(1) the total bed strength;
(ii) the doctors to beds ratio;
(iii)  the nurses to beds ratio; and
(iv)  the doctors to nurses to patients ratio?

©) If not, why?
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(The Hon. John Amaratunga on behalf of the Hon. Ravi
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SjeuT Fnmieumymr?

@) @sCne srein?

asked the Minister of Justice:

(a)  Will he state -
(1) whether a Privy Council is now operative in
Sri Lanka;
(i) whether such a Council was ever operative
before;
(iif)  if so, the period it was operative; and
(iv) the mechanism to have a sense of appeal in
judicial system today as the Privy Council
or its like has been abolished?
(b)  Will he also state -
(i) the retrospective laws that have been
applied to date from Independence;
(i) as to when they were legislated and
implemented, separately;
(iii)  whether it is agreed that retrospective laws
are generally not enforced in Sri Lanka; and
(iv) if not, as to how the tax amnesty law in

2003-2004 was implemented?

(c) Ifnot why?
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(The Hon. Rauff Hakeem - Minister of Justice)
Hon. Speaker, I table* the Answer.

* seed@ass On »d» ¢ 8E»O:
* FLTLTL_S8)60 sweudsLLIL L aflsoL
* Answer tabled:
(a) (i) No.

(i)  Yes.

(iii)  From 1910 to 1972.
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(iv) The mechanism available is provided for in the
Constitution which specifies the jurisdiction of the
Supreme Court, Court of Appeal and the Provincial
High Courts, in exercising appellate jurisdiction.

Appeals from judgments or orders of the Court of
Appeal may be made to the Supreme Court and
appeals from the Provincial High Courts and courts of
the first instance are heard by the Court of Appeal. So
that at present, appeals may be made both to the Court
of Appeal and thereafter to the Supreme Court.
Further, the High Court of the Provinces is vested with
appellate jurisdiction from orders and sentences
imposed by Magistrate's Courts and Primary Courts
within the Province.

(b) () & (ii)  These questions cover a period of over 65 years and it
would entail a great deal of research; hence, it is
difficult to supply the information.

(iii) No. The Constitution has granted Parliament the
legislative power to make laws, including laws having
retrospective effect by Article 75 and such laws when
enacted are enforced.

(iv)  Does not arise.

(c) Does not arise.
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Question put, and agreed to.
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Question put, and agreed to.

Bill accordingly read the First time, and ordered to be printed.

The Bill stood referred, under Standing Order No. 47(5), to the
Minister of Buddha Sasana and Religious Affairs for report.
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(The Hon. Niroshan Perera)

Sir, I rise to a point of Order.
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(N FUTBTWST SjeuTdsr)

(The Deputy Speaker)

There is a point of Order being raised by the Hon.
Niroshan Perera. What is your point of Order?
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(The Hon. Niroshan Perera)
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(Nl FuTBTIST SjeuTds)
(The Deputy Speaker)

That is not a point of Order.
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Rajitha Senaratne - Minister of Fisheries

and Aquatic Resources Development)
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Question put, and agreed to.
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Rajitha Senaratne)

Sir, I move,

“That the Regulations made by the Minister of Fisheries and
Aquatic Resources Development under paragraph (c) of subsection
(2) of Section 37 of the National Aquaculture Development
Authority of Sri Lanka Act, No. 53 of 1998 and published in the
Gazette Extraordinary No. 1747/15 of 01 March 2012, which were
presented on 07.02.2014, be approved.

(Cabinet approval signified.)"
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Question put, and agreed to.
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Question proposed.

Bewdss D206

(Nrdld FuThTLST j6uider)

(The Deputy Speaker)

Next, the Adjournment Motion is to be moved by the
Hon. Eran Wickramaratne. Before that, the Hon. Deputy
Chairman of Committees will take the Chair.
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Whereupon MR. DEPUTY SPEAKER left the Chair, and MR.
DEPUTY CHAIRMAN OF COMMITTEES took the Chair.
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Bewdss 0% 68wisBn®

(ewdsaier Lrsls sallereri Seuiser)

(Mr. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

The Hon. R. Yogarajan to second the Motion, please.

@0 8. ewdwsssy wmo

(orevorLyfl@ < i. CuiTsrmegesr)

(The Hon. R. Yogarajan)

Thank you, Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees,
for permitting me to second the Motion moved by my
Colleague, the Hon. Eran Wickramaratne, which is a very
important Motion that is relevant in today’s situation. The
UNHRC Resolution in 2009 by this Government was self
-sponsored; you said that you would do everything
possible to uphold human rights in this country. The
subsequent resolutions came from others because you did
not do that. My Friend, the Hon. Eran Wickramaratne,
was trying to point out here that you are not only
forgetting what happened in the past, but you are doing
more things like that in the South, because any person has
the right to express himself. The freedom of expression is
guaranteed by the Constitution. Every protest, as long as
it remains non-violent, should be permitted by any
government. As my Friend pointed out, in Jude’s case in
Chilaw, in Roshen’s case in Katunayake and then in
Rathupaswala, what did you do? You used force of the
armed forces to kill people to stop protests. This is giving
the wrong message. "Maybe, during the war we did it but
in peace, we would not do it". That is the message you
have to give to the international community, if they are
not to penalize you for the wrongs that were done those
days.

The war took place asking for more devolution. The
Government promised the whole world that they would
give "Thirteen plus". Today, you are going back on it.
There was a simple resolution passed by the Northern
Provincial Council two days ago asking for international
flights from Jaffna and Trincomalee. You built Mattala
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Airport recently but the Jaffna Airport had been an
international airport for more than 50 years. 1 can
remember when I was a student studying in India, I
travelled from Trichy to Jaffna because the airfare from
Trichy to Jaffna was half of what it was from Trichy to
Colombo. So, what is wrong in asking for facilities for
international flights from Jaffna or Trincomalee? It is not
another country. - [Interruption.] Please sit down, Hon.
Azwer. If you want, talk later. Sit down.- [Interruption.]

®0 aCwod .00.008. g8 Owmo

(oTeTLLfl@ VAN TE 67.6TF.6TLD. SeTV6uIT)

(The Hon. Alhaj A.H.M. Azwer)

Hon. Member, at that time, what you had was the Air
Ceylon which was a domestic airline.

O 8. ewsd®SassT Bwmo

(orenrfl@ <. Guirarreyesr)

(The Hon. R. Yogarajan)

What? Air Ceylon was an international airline. You do
not know. It flew from Colombo to London. So, do not
call it a domestic airline.

Bewdusns 002 6BwsBn®

(Bwsseafler Urgls sallereari ojeuissr)

(Mr. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Order, please! Hon. Azwer, do not disturb. You speak
during your time.

@0 08, @wdwsiessy Owmo

(oreryfl@ oy Cuiraymreyesr)

(The Hon. R. Yogarajan)

It was an international flight. If you fly from one
country to another, it is called an international flight. We
had Immigration facilities; we had Customs facilities in
Jaffna. You have Immigration facilities and Customs
facilities only for international flights, Hon Azwer. If you

do not understand, please do not shout. - [Interruption.]
But, what is the Minister of Civil Aviation saying?

He says that the request for an international airport in
Jaffna or Trincomalee is ridiculous. "How can we allow
it?" If you can have an international airport in Mattala,
why can you not have one in Jaffna?

When the Indian High Commission decided to open a
Consul’s Office in Jaffna, they also opened one in
Hambantota. So, when you have an airport in
Hambantota, why can you not have one in Jaffna? Do not
misunderstand these things. - [Interruption.] Hon. Azwer,
just because you have to shout something to keep your
place, please do not say wrong things.

When you are leaving a country, if there is
Immigration and if there is Customs, that is an
international flight.

@G gCd S.90.98. gD ®wmo

(LomessTL LG BVADTED 67.6TF.6TLD. Hj6VV6UIT)

(The Hon. Alhaj A.H.M. Azwer)

I will teach you what international flights are. You are
from the up-country, not from Jaffna.

O 8. e@wdOGaxssT Owmo

(omessryfl@ <. Guirarmregsir)

(The Hon. R. Yogarajan)

My good Friend spoke about freedom of expression.
Do we have freedom of expression in this country? Once,
I spoke in this House about a common day of
remembrance. The common day of remembrance has
been recommended by the LLRC. Your own LLRC has
recommended a common day of remembrance. I
proposed in this House that we have a common day of
remembrance for the victims of war. But, there was so
much of disturbance that day; nobody allowed me to
express myself.

This Parliament is protected by the privilege to speak
freely. Parliamentary Privileges cannot be taken away by
even a court of law. Nobody can question what a Member
of Parliament says in this House but I was not permitted
to speak that day freely because you do not tolerate the
freedom of expression in this country. Any person has the
right to say what he feels and if he is a victim of certain
policies of a government, then he has the right to protest
against it. Today, what are we doing? We had a "Gota’s
War". Because of "Gota’s War", you are going on your
knees to Geneva, to the UNHRC to defend yourselves.
After "Gota’s War", what is prevailing today is "Gota’s
law" where he thinks that he must break houses, put up
upstair flats and people must move in. They have to move
in; this is "Gota’s law". For "Gota’s law", maybe you will
not be taken to the UNHRC but you will have to go
before people on knees very soon because you are
breaking houses and denying the rights of the people to
express themselves to ask for what they want and receive
what they want. That is a right that has been granted to
them from the day they were born, because no person can
be forced to do something that he need not do.

The Government of Sri Lanka today is involved in
branding all Tamils and Tamil diaspora and anyone who
disagreed or spoke against the Government, as terrorists.
Similarly, the Senior DIG for Colombo Division comes
and says at the protest at Wanathamulla, Borella, that he
knows that the abduction of Sunil was manoeuvred by
either the UNP or the JVP. How does he know that? Did
he have any evidence? He promised the public that within
two hours he will see that Sunil is released and brought
there. But, he goes on media and says that the Opposition
did it. It is similar to what you do to the Tamils and Tamil
diaspora who speak against what your Government is
doing by calling them "terrorists".

Somebody who called the Canadian Tamil Congress
as an LTTE-front organization was taken before a court
in Canada and Justice Stephen Firestone of the Ontario
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Superior Court of Justice ruled that it was defamation by
Mr. Rohan Gunaratna and awarded damages of US
Dollars 37,000 and US Dollars 16,000 in addition as cost
against Mr. Gunaratna. So, this is what your Government
is also doing; calling every person who is speaking
against your Government, if he is a Tamil a terrorist, and
if he happens to be a Sinhalese, then you say it is an
action of the Opposition to topple your Government.

This is where you are failing to uphold human rights
in this country and you are being taken to the UNHRC. If
you had changed your attitude after the war, treating the
Tamil people in this country as equals, respecting their
views, granting them the devolution you promised in
2009, then you will not be on your knees today in front of
UNHRC in Geneva. So, what we are asking is, reverse
your attitude towards the people; whether they be Tamils
or Sinhalese, respect their rights, listen to their views,
change your attitude. Otherwise, you would have to face
many more "Genevas" in the time to come.

It was said those days - I will say it in Tamil because it
is so rhyming. wsrerrfled wemeneTs GsmevtiqeTTEL
LD 60T ) GwT GO GlGWT LY 61 (HLD 6T6EBTMY Ton M) GBTTIT 61T, DY 6T TSV, () 65TMY
BIG LoRTEWL §p(HE6ITHT6IT 61 b6 T6vuTLq. (1 35 63T D 63T

@0 aCwod .00.008. g8 Owmo
(omeoTLLll@ VD TE 67.6TF.6TLD. SeNV6uIT)
(The Hon. Alhaj A.H.M. Azwer)
WIT([HEDLWIEHEU H66u?

@0 &8, @wdwsiessy Owmo

(orenrfl@ o4 Guirarmreyesr)

(The Hon. R. Yogarajan)

weenL h\seT! GrernssgemLw [Bawr ufG)]

@06 gFwod &.90.08. gdol Ovmo
(LoTeTLLll@ VAN TE 67.6TF.6TLD. SjsV6uIT)

(The Hon. Alhaj A.H.M. Azwer)

WIT (H6W L_Wene @,msu? (Lpervedlibas @hem LI,

W& EHew LW [Blewr_ uf(B)]

Amigser

O 8. ewd®SaxssT Owmo

(orenrfl@ o4 Guirasrreyesr)

(The Hon. R. Yogarajan)

No, it was an area which was under the army control.
That is why it has become a problem for you. -
[Interruption.] Similarly, it happened in Matale and it was
the JVP people who were killed and buried in Matale.
Again, when they dug in Trincomalee they found
skeletons. - [Interruption.] Come on! Hon. Azwer, you
also know where you were at that time. So, do not talk. -
[Interruption.] No, no, that day you were defending -
[Interruption.]

Bewdss 02 ©wisBn®o

(owsseflsr Lrgls sailsFrari jeuissr)

(Mr. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Hon. Azwer, please sit down. [Interruption.]

O 8. e@wd®SassT Owmo

(omessryfl@ opif. Guirarmregesr)

(The Hon. R. Yogarajan)

You were the person who called President Rajapaksa,
a traitor. Do not talk more than that. - [Interruption.]

Bewdss 02 ©wisBn®o

(ewdsailer Lrsl$ salsreari Seuiser)

(Mr. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Hon. Yogarajan, the time allotted to the Opposition is
over. Please wind up now.

@6 8. ewdwSisst Dwmo

(omessryfl@ o if. Guiraymregesr)

(The Hon. R. Yogarajan)

Sir, I will wind up now. So, you had better think of
what you have done by changing what you are doing
today. Then, maybe you can overcome what can happen
in Geneva.

Thank you.

Bewdes 02 ©wisBn®

(ewdsaier Lrsls sallereri Seuiser)

(Mr. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

The next speaker is the Hon. Alhaj A.H.M. Azwer.

@0 gwod &.90.08. qefol dwmo
(omessTLyLfl @ DVADTE 67.6TF.6TLD. SeVV6uIT)
(The Hon. Alhaj A.H.M. Azwer)
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e0dE O ®D WO, ¢ oy O OB, DEBID.
ewd®bsst OER® o emige O, 8ge, One, BE ¢
BB HEBN OO HB ememd. On@o airlines o »
O, ©5®s international airlines @30 Bwe Do, Eozmred
Air Ceylon o o ¢siesy ofm® gusis. ©© Bweed
@I ®. e®@me, ®@ Air Ceylon dexf 010 mJdy emems.
28 B8Ec0 Bedwmds, Jaffna-Trichy-Colombo, domestic
service ®e=f.  When you fly to Trichy and Trivandrum, we
call it a regional flight.- [Interruption.] If you do not know
how to identify a good leaf of tea from a bad leaf, how can
you talk about airlines? = Bewo oI, @ ecimw Swo.
28 De . Vv @¢e®O Yo s v PO BSOS
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eOsTm ICT® el G0l @B eDS
Bestesy e@mwle Bucs. a¢ “Daily Mirror” dewd, “The
Island” des Bes)Dr. v®@ s3mnced® B .

The front page of the "Daily Mirror" of 20th February,
2014 states, I quote:

“Chief Incumbent of Gangaramaya condemns haste to carry out
international probe”.

B3R 8dDed moemn®is, aBed; “NEBR®
BO® ©oHIGIOBD WD, r) WORD WeIB W O Bzsiessy
WO, uowd gdesl Hewd el ©Hded
©§0100d e meg?

Venerable Galaboda Gnanissara Maha Thero has
written a letter and handed it over to US Ambassador,
Michele Sison. On Navam Full Moon day, he went there
with the elephants - »®nE 2800 o535 ® DE®w ©HDO
@38 @8 eznedd@. He went there with Sri Lankan
elephants. ®&dB e ©@» G8EcE @ e@ewdd
ocI®wBO BDed.

I quote from page 6 of the "Daily Mirror" of 20th
February, 2014:

....that the rising concern in this country today is about the
extreme haste that is seen in seeking an international investigation into
wide ranging, and even surprising allegations about war crimes and
violations of human rights,...."

I further quote:

..... - irrespective of community - through nearly three decades
of brutality that was ended in May 2009. These forces of terror
were identified and described by the State Department of your
country as being the most ruthless terrorist organization in the
world.”

Although he is called “Podi Hamuduruwo” he is the
Nayaka Thero of Gangaramaya. A renowned and much
honoured Buddhist monk said this. Sir, I table* this
newspaper report for Hansard.

©o®00OBY @B DGR B8BEDed PR O
96y DOC® OFEn® BEFE Betm, 0@z
ePewOB ®h®ed ©Pediedd ecImed BweE
Beawlesy Becr. »@uionsiedc cdh S gnd. ©®
¢BIBD0, BsIed S weg nYIrnsieded Hmo
OO 050eD8 BwEs. [P BBOH]| ewddds 9sis, OO
DD WO 900 00 »E. 00 Ind BowE ®I10dsY
BDeD, nPIznrTet QO eIt edenx IDD Bwéo.

It also states, I quote:

... killing innocent people, Buddhist monks, Hindu and
Muslim priests, farmers, children, pregnant mothers and
destroying infrastructure of a wide range and above all attacking
places of worship irrespective of religion."

DI RBOC & G1Dr. & Dr10d® 86HYEOEE ©160n.
HemBd i LuOwed sfeE ¥WemI® degdd.
5iBed, wumed SOy gw s0wmE 0008, gomx
godnde 80y qur dogdd. e® Motion Om @8y @8
OCE»D, 8ROy 1D EB® 020820005 ©®
e®asIDewsy Commission &=z sx m0sIs BeEr. derv®
o) 0@, see the amount of mayhem these terrorist groups,
these ruthless LTTE Tigers carried out against the innocent
Muslims while they were worshipping in Kattankudi, and
Sinhalese Buddhists while they were worshipping in the
Dalada Maligawa and also the killing of the Aranthalawa
Bhikkus. m@1BemEEi008 08 ¢®8; ©F Deod owd

* gefmmged »& gm.
* BIsweVILIGBIsD sD6USSLILIL (BTN,
* Placed in the Library.
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€08 &G, ©0 90T O BTEROB, & o ®»D
DO B nTonsiedd snde, & o  eves®
e »PYBINsIeED sy de BuE ©0 nPIvnsiedensy
a0,

®C 96T BT Dvmo
(orenTyll@ @)rresr alldaslrorde)
(The Hon. Eran Wickramaratne)
Sir, I rise to a point of Order.

Bewies 0m 8®inBn®

(ewsssefler rgls sailsFrari ojeuissr)

(Mr. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Hon. Eran Wickramaratne, what is the point of Order?

@G 96T BT Dvmo

(orenTyll@ @)rresr alldaslrorde)

(The Hon. Eran Wickramaratne)

It is only because my name was mentioned and he
continued to mention my name with inaccuracies, I just
want to say that if you want to have an investigation, we
will completely agree with you.

Bewduns 002 BwisBn®

(Bwsseafler Urgls sallereari ojeuissr)

(Mr. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Hon. Azwer you may carry on with your speech. You
have one more minute.

@06 gFwod &.90.08. g0l Ovmo

(orenTLyLll@ VAN TE 67.6TF.6TLD. SjeVV6uIT)

(The Hon. Alhaj A.H.M. Azwer)

Now, see what is happening today. Look at this
newspaper article, this photograph, Amirthalingam
Bageedharan is appearing in the front page of the "The
Island" of 20th February, 2014. It states, I quote:

“Amirthalingam Bageedharan, son of Leader of Tamil United
Liberation Front (TULF) assassinated by the LTTE, called on
President Mahinda Rajapaksa yesterday (19) at Temple Trees.
LTTE assassins shot dead Amirthalingam in Colombo in January
1989~

LTTE assassins shot dead Amirthalingam in Colombo
together ~ with  Yogeswaran and  others, and
Sivasithamparam escaped in January, 1989. Are you not
shedding a tear for the late Hon. A. Amirthalingam? His
son has called on the President and discussed many
matters. That is an occasion of one of the greatest historic
reconciliation that is taking place in the President’s
Office, Sir.

Then, Sir, investigations reveal that in 1989 during
peace talks between the LTTE and the then UNP
Government, they had freedom. Hon. Eran
Wickramaratne, that is the freedom you must stop. They
had the freedom to fly to Colombo and murder the great
man called Appapillai Amirthalingam in Bauddhaloka
Mawatha. It was a cold- blooded murder. Shame! Hon.
R. Yogarajan, another Tamil, cannot voice his sentiments.

What is happening across the Palk Strait. Now,
Jayalalitha is going to release all the assassins of Rajiv
Gandhi. Rahul Gandhi is protesting. The Congress has
come forward. The only question I ask from people who
have a conscience is: when they release these people, V.
Sriharan (Murugan), A.G. Perarivalan (Arivu), T.
Suthanthiraraja  (Santhan), Nalini, Jeyachandran,
Ravichandran, Robert Pius, where will they go? They
will go to London; they will not come to Sri Lanka to
face the consequences. Therefore, do not do things like
that. You are the person who can think otherwise. Hon.
Eran Wickramaratne, you can think straight. So, do not
fall into the pit of - @ooxFHEeS "®ABw" e
DsInsTeldsy & 0®wmed DedsT OB Becy ©©
BwsrDo.
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(The Hon. Neomal Perera - Deputy Minister of External

Affairs)

Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees, thank you
very much for giving me the opportunity to speak on the
Adjournment Motion moved by the Hon. Eran
Wickramaratne, my good Friend, which states, I quote:

“Deprivation and violation of the freedom of speech and
expression is taking place without any regard for the
allegations of grave violations of human rights levelled against
Sri Lanka at the United Nations Human Rights Council in
Geneva”.

The Hon. Eran Wickramaratne would have come to
Parliament recently. I am sure the other Members and
also the Hon. Eran Wickramaratne's friends would have
suffered from 1971, during the insurgency in 1983, then
again during the 1989 insurgency in the South and
thereafter, during the final stage of the war to rescue
people from the clutches of the LTTE, which was started
by the Government with the closing down of the sluice
gates of Mavil-Aru by the LTTE. As you know, had the
Mavil-Aru sluice gates not been closed down then, even
today the LTTE would be in Geneva, Norway or
somewhere else, talking and bluffing. So, I do not know
whose advice the LTTE took to do that, just like the
advice they took to assassinate a very good leader, Mr.
Rajiv Gandhi, who led India in the right direction for her
to be what she is today. They took somebody’s advice
and assassinated him. Similarly, they took somebody’s
advice and closed down the sluice gates of Mavil-Aru
and finally, all that ended up on the 19™ of May, 2009.

So, if I am to tell you about the human rights issue,
Sri Lanka would definitely not go down on her knees.
But, you all must remember that this is a fight not against
the Sinhalese, the Tamils or anybody else, but against the
country. This is a time when all are enjoying the freedom
and they can go from one place to another at any time of
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the day without any fear; a majority can do that. A lot of
Tamil and Sinhalese people who have left the country are
now returning to Sri Lanka, wanting to have dual
citizenship or Sri Lankan citizenship again. That is a fact.
They are returning to Jaffna and other parts of the country
and are very happy to be back in this country after the
economic constraints they faced in the countries where
they had worked, and for many other reasons.

I will not go into detail about the human rights issue,
which will be taken up on the 3" of March in Geneva and
discussed in this Adjournment Motion. This Motion goes
in different directions. If you take the freedom of speech
and the freedom of media in our country - you can take it
up from then to now annually - we may be at the 165"
position today on the World Press Freedom Index, but the
number of institutions and people joining the media like
newspapers, radio channels and TV channels has
increased tremendously.

Please remember that without misleading and saying
that we have gone down three or four places on the Index.

Basically, we live without fear now. Our children can
move freely; whether it be a Tamil, a Sinhalese or a
Muslim child, they can travel anywhere. The Jaffna
railway track will be back in operation very soon, taking
them on the "Yal Devi" to Jaffna. In time to come, there
will be flights to India, do not worry. Today may not be
the right time, but definitely when the economy opens up
more, there will be flights, not only to Trivandrum, but
also to Puttaparthi, Bangalore and to North India. But,
you have to remember that this Government has done
what no other Government has done for this country. If
you compare the present situation in our country with a
similar situation in any other country where there had
been a war, maybe, in Bosnia and Herzegovina, you
would see that they are still unearthing landmines. Even
Vietnam is still faced with the problem of the diaspora.
Some countries have a separate Ministry for the diaspora.
We do not refer to a Tamil person as an LTTEer. There is
an LTTE diaspora. There are well organized groups. You
know how many people were paying money to the LTTE.
You know how the LTTE was collecting funds. But
today, nobody gives them money voluntarily. Still, the
LTTE diaspora has to sustain their pressure saying
something, that they are not free to live in this country.
Otherwise, all of them will be sent back to Sri Lanka. So,
in order to enjoy those benefits and their power, to
continue with the way they have been living and to carry
on with the jungle law or the kangaroo courts they have
been conducting, they have to continue to say something.
But, everybody, in their heart, knows about the freedom
of expression and the freedom to live we had and we have
in this country, then and now.

Now, I would like to mention some facts about the
post-conflict developments. There was the independent

Darusman Report. Subsequently, there was the LLRC
Report, which, the Hon. Eran Wickramaratne said, was a
Government report. Then, he went on to say about the
good things in that Report. All the members in that
Committee were honourable people who compiled that
Report and they could be challenged.

O 8. ewdOGassT Owmo
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(The Hon. R. Yogarajan)

Why do you not implement its recommendations?
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(The Hon. Neomal Perera)

We are implementing those. The Government cannot
implement those overnight. The biggest reconciliation
effort we have made was the releasing of over 11,700
LTTE child soldiers without any charge whatsoever
against them. The LTTE not only harassed the Sinhalese,
but also conscripted Tamil children in the North. There
are claims to that effect. Some people could not live in
the North because the LTTE was abducting their children
forcibly and those children died fighting.

If I go on to mention some more facts about the
LLRC Report, which you all want implemented, within a
short period of four years following the end of the
conflict, Sri Lanka has made significant progress in terms
of reconstruction, resettlement, rehabilitation,
reconciliation and reintegration. This process has been
internationally acknowledged. Even Ms. Navi Pillay said
that the good work we had done has not been given
enough publicity; she mentioned that and finally agreed
that we had done a lot. There are some areas that we have
to concentrate on more; we agree, but that takes time.
Overnight, we cannot forget the atrocities we saw being
committed and cannot change the hate the individuals
feel. We all are human beings. You have to remember
that and go on without tarnishing the image of the
country. The forces brought peace to all of us,
irrespective of our party or religion. All Internally
Displaced People resulting from the ending of the conflict
have been resettled.

Over 95 per cent of the ex-combatants have been
rehabilitated and reintegrated into the society and 99 per
cent of the areas identified for demining have been
cleared of mines bringing life back to normal. The
Government has expended over US Dollars 3 billion for
rehabilitation and reconstruction work in the North alone
since the end of the conflict. It is reflected in the 27 per
cent growth rate in the North, while the corresponding
national figure is only 7 per cent in the year 2012.

We did all these and then held the Northern Provincial
Council Election. The Government did not want to take
the blame for holding the election immediately after the
war. Then, they would have said that the Government had
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filled the ballot boxes; various things would have been
said. So, it was a genuine election but nobody appreciated
the genuineness and the transparency. The Government
continues to uphold democracy by having regular
elections all over the country at regular intervals.

Civil administration mechanisms have been restored
both in the East and the North including democratic
freedoms. After more than two decades, people in the
North exercised their franchise at the Provincial Council
Election held last year in that province.

Sir, I would also like to say a few words about the
implementation of the recommendations of the LLRC.
The Lessons Learnt and Reconciliation Commission, the
home-grown  mechanism to  achieve  national
reconciliation, was appointed by His Excellency the
President following the end of the conflict.
Recommendations of the LLRC are being carried out by
over 20 line ministries. The Committee monitoring the
National Plan of Action on the Implementation of the
LLRC Recommendations, to give it the highest priority, is
headed by none other than the Secretary to the President,
Mr. Lalith Weeratunga.

The Government has launched a programme to
transform the country into a trilingual society, Sinhala,
Tamil and English, within the next 10 years as
recommended by the LLRC. This process will effectively
help national reconciliation. So, these things cannot be
done overnight. You cannot force children to learn other
languages. Most of our children who are going to
Colombo schools or to the northern schools may not
know all three languages. So, the Government is
encouraging them to learn at least two languages. In order
to have a smooth functioning of the society, the
Government is encouraging Government servants by
paying them higher remunerations, to learn a second
language. Unlike earlier, over 90 per cent of the police
personnel who are working in the North can speak or can
manage to speak Tamil or can understand that language.

In keeping with another recommendation of the
LLRC, a new Ministry of Law and Order was created last
year and now the Police Department is placed under its
charge. Acceding to another key recommendation, a three
-member Commission of Inquiry has been appointed to
Investigate Cases of Alleged Disappearances in the
Northern and Eastern Provinces from 1990 to 2009.
Today's newspapers report that last year so many cases
have been reported to that Commission. So, everything is
publicly known. This has also been a recommendation
and we have implemented that. These could not have
been implemented earlier. People have to have the
knowledge of freedom to make a complaint. Earlier, they
probably would have feared that if they do so, they would
have been abducted by the LTTE because there were
many people who had been abducted by various Tamil
Organizations in that area. Please remember that there
were many Parliamentarians who had been killed by the
LTTE.

The UNHRC Resolution that is to be moved in March
is against peace and reconciliation. It is so because it is
one-sided and biased; it is so because its intention is to
punish Sri Lanka, not the Government but Sri Lanka, for
geo-political reasons, not because the sponsors love the
Tamils or are aggrieved by what they say is their plight.
If this was so, the Tamils themselves should ask these
countries where they were when their leaders were being
murdered by the LTTE. Nineteen Parliamentarians were
assassinated by the LTTE. They should ask where they
were when thousands of children were being dragged
away from their homes, while their parents were wailing,
by the LTTE to be conscripted as cannon fodder They
should ask where they were when the LTTE ruled some
areas of Sri Lanka with an iron fist and summarily
executed Tamils after cases in kangaroo courts set up by
them So, please do not forget that. Let us get together, it
is time for reconciliation, put party politics aside, issues
aside and sort out the issues that we have to face and
help bring this country forward, which no other leader
with the same forces would be able to do. So, we have to
forget about the past at some time or the other and go on
for the sake of the future of the children.

Thank you very much.
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Question put, and agreed to.
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Adjourned accordingly at 6.55 p.m. until 1.30 p.m. on Friday, 21st
February, 2014.
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asked the Minister of Education:
(a)  Will he state separately -

(1) the number of school children who were
hospitalized or who lost their lives due to

dengue fever, motor accidents, committing
suicide, food poisoning or being subjected
to physical or mental harassments in each
of the years during the period from the year
1990 to 2011, and the names of the schools
to which they belonged; and

(i) as per the age group and the school to
which the child belongs, the number of
school children who were accused of
committing various offences and produced
before the Juvenile Court during the past
year?

(b) Ifnot, why?
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(The Hon. Bandula Gunawardane - Minister of Education)
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