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The Parliament met at 1.00 p.m.

MR. SPEAKER [THE HON. CHAMAL RAJAPAKSA] in the Chair.
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Petitions ordered to be referred to the Committee on Public
Petitions.
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asked the Minister of Foreign Employment Promotion
and Welfare:

Will he state -

(@)

(b)

©

)

(ii)

(iif)

separately, the number of women who have
gone overseas for employment in each of
the years dfrom the year 2005 - 2011 after
being registered at the Sri Lanka Foreign
Employment Bureau;

separately, the number of women who went
abroad for employment as mentioned above
as a percentage of the total number of
persons who went abroad for employment
in each of the said years; and

the types of the jobs for which the aforesaid
women have gone abroad?

Will he inform this House -

)

(ii)

(iif)

the programme that is in force to protect the
rights of the women who are leaving for
foreign employments;

whether action will be taken to implement
this programme in a methodical and robust
manner in the future; and

if so, the manner in which it will be done?

If not, why?
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(The Hon. Dilan Perera - Minister of Foreign Employment
Promotion and Welfare)
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asked the Prime Minister and Minister of Buddha
Sasana and Religious Affairs:

(@)

Is he aware that -

(i) the whole Sangha community has been
disgraced due to the anti-disciplinary acts of
some of those who are in Buddhist robes;

(ii) continuing of those who are engaged in anti
-disciplinary acts and those have been
offenders under civil / criminal law as

(b)

©

(d)

146

monks in the Buddhist order has caused the
deterioration of the Buddhist dispensation;
and

the Sangha Sabha or Maha Nayaka Theros
of the relevant Chapters do not have the
powers to expel those who are in Buddhist
robes and commit anti-disciplinary acts?

(iif)

Will he admit that -

() although a Bill was drafted in the year 2004
in order to register a congregation with a
view to promote Buddhist dispensation and
to take action against those who commit
anti-disciplinary acts being in Buddhist
robe, that Bill has not been presented in
Parliament;

(i) although an amended Bill was drafted in
the year 2012 by the Ministry of Buddha
Sasana and Religious Affairs for registering
a congregation, it has not yet been
presented in Parliament; and

(iii) promotion of Buddhist dispensation and

controlling of anti-disciplinary  acts

committed by those who are in Buddhist
robes can be ensured through the
registration of the aforesaid congregation?

If so, will he inform this House whether action
will be taken to give legal effect to the aforesaid
congregation?

If not, why?
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asked the Minister of Education Services:
(a)  Will he state -

(i) the number of schools located in the North
Central Province; and

(i) separately, the number of school students
who receive education in the Anuradhapura
and Polonnaruwa Districts?

(b)  Will he inform this House -

(i) whether the midday meal is provided to the
schools in the Anuradhapura and
Polonnaruwa Districts by the government;

(i)  if so, separately, of the number of students
and the schools for which the midday meal
is provided in each district; and
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(iii)  of the amount of money, spent in the year
2012, to provide midday meal for the
schools of those two districts?

(¢) Ifnot, why?
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asked the Minister of Transport:
(a)  Ishe aware that -

() the bus service between Akkaraipattu and
Colombo has been suspended by now; and

(i) passengers travelling to Colombo from
Akkaraipattu  via  Irakkamam  and
Hingurana have to face severe difficulties
within that context?

(b) Will he inform this House whether early action
will be taken to start a direct bus service between
Akkaraipattu and Colombo, in the light of the said
situation?

(¢) Ifnot, why?
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asked the Minister of Foreign Employment Promotion
and Welfare:

(a) Ishe aware that -

(i) when a person who had not been registered
with the Sri Lanka Foreign Employment
Bureau came to Bandaranaike International
Airport, Katunayake, on 15th June, 2013 to
fly to Doha Qatar and was held by the
officers of the Bureau, Sri Lanka’s
Ambassador to Doha Qatar, who arrived at
that place on that occasion, got that person
released from those officers and took him
into the Airport by force; and

(i) the aforesaid Ambassador abused and
threatened the officers of Sri Lanka Foreign
Employment Bureau on that occasion?

(b)  Will he state -

(i) whether a complaint regarding that incident
had been made to the Minister and the
authorities of the Sri Lanka Foreign
Employment Bureau at Katunayake
Airport;

(i) whether the relevant Ambassador has the
authority to send abroad the aforesaid
person who had not been registered with the
Sri Lanka Foreign Employment Bureau and
whose employer had been named as a
national of Qatar; and

(iii) the measures that will be taken to prevent
the occurrence of incidents of this nature in
future?

(c) Ifnot, why?
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asked the Minister of Irrigation and Water Resources

Management:

(@)

(b)

Will he inform this House -

V)

(ii)

(iif)
(iv)

whether a decision was made to hold a land
kachcheri for the employees of the Mahaweli
Authority of Sri Lanka who have completed

a service period of 15 years and distribute
lands;
if applications were called for such a land

kachcheri, of the date on which applications
were called;

the number of applicants; and

if recipients of lands have been selected, of
the names of those recipients?

Will he also inform this House -

)

(if)

(iif)

the location of the land that will be given to
the employees of the Mahaweli Authority of
Sri Lanka out of the lands belonging to the
Authority;

whether any money has been charged from
the employees of the Authority to grant them
land;

if so, of the fee that was charged;
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(@) @eTCmeb, sysir?
asked the Prime Minister and Minister of Buddha
Sasana and Religious Affairs:

(a) Will he inform this House whether he accepts
that -

(1) liquor consumption is not approved of by the
Buddhism; and

(i) steps should be taken to stop liquor
consumption in Sri Lanka?

(b)  Will he state the steps that have been taken so far
to stop liquor consumption in Sri Lanka?

(c) Ifnot, why?
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asked the Prime Minister and Minister of Buddha
Sasana and Religious Affairs:

(a)  Will he state -

(1) the laws under which public lands and
properties are acquired for the development
of sacred places; and

(ii) the relief granted to the people who lose
lands which are acquired under the above
laws?

(b)  Is he aware that -

(i) alternative lands have not been given to the
land owners whose lands were acquired for
the development of the Dambulla sacred
city since 1982 to date; and

(i) even the recommendation made by His
Excellency the President to give lands to 17
original settlers who were evicted from that
sacred city has not yet been implemented?

(¢)  Will he also state -

(1) the extent of lands scheduled to be acquired
for the development of the Dambulla sacred
city;

(ii) the details of the alternative lands given to
people who lose their lands owing to the
development of the aforesaid sacred area;
and

(iii)  if arrangements are made to give alternative
lands or reasonable compensation to those
who lose their lands owing to the
development of the Dambulla sacred city,
the time it will take?

(d) Ifnot, why?
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(@) @erCmeb, syesr?

asked the Minister of Highways, Ports and Shipping:

(@) Is he aware that the length (between 54™ and 56™
km) on the A-5 route close to the Haggala
Botanical Gardens often faces the threat of
landslides?

(b)  Will he inform this House-

(i) what course of action is scheduled to be
implemented to prevent the landslides that
occur on the above-mentioned portion of
the A-5 route; and

(ii) as to how long it will take to act according
to the aforesaid course of action?

(¢) Ifnot, why?
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(=) @rCmeb, ersir?

asked the Prime Minister and Minister of Buddha
Sasana and Religious Affairs:

(@)
)

(i1)
(iif)

(iv)
\J)

(vi)

Will he inform the House -

whether the persons who attacked the
“Uthayan” newspaper office situated in
Kilinochchi on 3" April, 2013 have been
arrested;

how many people were wounded by the
attack;

whether an assessment has been taken on
the damage caused to the office and the
equipment of “Uthayan”;

if so, what the assessment amount is;
whether the police had received complaints

regarding the burning of motorbikes
belonging to the “Uthayan” on several
occasions previously; and

whether those complaints have been

investigated?

(b) Ifnot, why?
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@) @Coe, seir?

asked the Minister of Water Supply and Drainage:
(a)  Ishe aware that-

(1) National Water Supply and Drainage Board
had charged Rs. 500 and Rs. 1,500 froma
domestic water consumer and a business
venture respectively at the time the
disconnected =~ water  supplies  are
reconnected;

(i) the reconnection fee has been increased up
to Rs. 2,300 and Rs. 6,900 for a domestic
water consumer and a business venture
respectively; and

all the water consumers are under severe
pressure, as the new reconnection fee has
gone up by five times than the previous fee?

Will he inform this House whether steps
will be taken to provide relief for all water
consumers by revising the present fee that is
charged for the reconnection of
disconnected water supplies?

(¢) Ifnot, why?
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(@) @erCmev, syetr?

asked the Minister of Postal Services:
(a)  Will he state -

(1) the normal rates charged to send a telegram;
and

(if)  the rates charged for the telemail service?
(i)  Will he inform this House -

(i) whether he admits that according to the
Establishments Code, the accepted system
to inform officially about the inability of
Public servants to report for duty is the
telegram service; and

(i)  whether the Public servants have been given
the opportunity to use a proper telemail
system instead of this?

(©) If not, why?
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(oTeTLL0l@ VAN TE 67.6TE.6TLD. SjsTVauIT)

(The Hon. Alhaj A.H.M. Azwer)

Hon. Speaker, thank you very much for allowing me
to raise this Privilege matter under Standing Order No. 19

(12).

The Tamil newspaper, “Muslim Murasu” published on
30™ April, 2014 carried a story on page 6 titled;

“ anrrsens emerersfweuisst’, which refers to my
conduct in the House in a disparaging manner, thereby

committing a breach of privilege.

I quote the relevant references and table* the entire
article.

‘orsHLeT  @)ewemihgl  (Pevedld  Feweveuisearresr LNy
OIDIDFFTSHET eOLSVT (PVSUT, 6. .6TiD.6J. HrHT, ACTegL
OIOIDEFFT 67.67.6TLD. Gluererd] HMID BTL_TEHLSTN 2 mliileri
67.6TF.6TID.  Heeum HACWrt YsHreurs eurdhseaflssHeri.
IBETEPEVLD @)VVTEHSlV GHewL_GFwiL’ L S|bs anITLOTET
SABeTTemor Hj6uTH6T QDEVTETEHIEerT.”

His Excellency President Mahinda Rajapaksa has
clearly stated that there will be no casinos in the gazette
notification regarding the Regulations under the Strategic
Development Projects Act. In the House too, the Hon.
Basil Rajapaksa, Minister of Economic Development
repeatedly stated that there is no reference whatsoever to
casinos in the gazette notification and categorically stated
that the Government will not permit the operation of
casinos.

As I was convinced of these assurances, I voted for the
approval of the gazette notification together with the Hon.
A. HM. Fowzie, the Hon. A.R.M. Abdul Cader and the
Hon. Faiszer Musthapha. By mentioning that the four of
us had made an act of haram into an act of halal, this
article has committed blasphemy, hurting our religious
susceptibilities as faithful followers of Islam, thereby
mischievously and deliberately attempting to bring our
conduct into disrepute in the eyes of the Muslim public.
This is an infringement upon our privileges in this August
Assembly. I would, therefore, kindly request you to refer
this matter to the Committee on Privileges for inquiry.
This newspaper has committed this crime over and over
again. This is not the first time this has happened.

* gefmmoged A gr».
¥ BIOsVILIGHIsD sDUSSLILIL (DTN .
* Placed in the Library.
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Whereupon MR. SPEAKER left the Chair, and MR. DEPUTY
CHAIRMAN OF COMMITTEES [THE HON. MURUGESU
CHANDRAKUMAR] took the Chair.
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(Mr. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

The next speaker is the Hon. Ravi Karunanayake -
[Pause]. Not here. The Hon. Ajith P. Perera - [Pause].
Not here. The Hon. Gamini Jayawickrama Perera -
[Pause]. Not here. The Hon. Sujeewa Senasinghe -
[Pause]. Not here. The Hon. Eran Wickramaratne -
[Pause]. Not here. There are no speakers from the
Opposition. It is same with the Government side also.
The Hon. Faiszer Musthapha - [Pause]. Not here. The
Hon. Felix Perera - [Pause]. Not here. Then, the Hon.
(Dr.) Sarath Weerasekara, please.
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Sarath Weerasekara - Deputy Minister of

Labour and Labour Relations)
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An article published in today's "DailyFT" states, |
quote:

“Lesotho keen to trade with Sri Lanka.”
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Hon. Azwer, thank you.
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The above-mentioned article further states, I quote:

“African markets ready to start with Ceylon Tea, ....”
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Sir, I rise to a point of Order.
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(Mr. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Hon. Azwer, what is your point of Order?
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(Mr. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Hon. Sunil Handunnetti, you carry on with your
speech.
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(Mr. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

The next speaker is the Hon. Ajith P. Perera. Before
he starts his speech, will an Hon. Member propose the
Hon. Janaka Bandara to take the Chair?
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(wreryfl@ (Currdflwir)
OIVICUVSBEIT HEVLOGFFIT)
(The Hon. (Prof.) Tissa Vitarana - Minister of Scientific
Affairs)
I propose that the Hon. Janaka Bandara do now take
the Chair.
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Question put, and agreed to.
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Whereupon MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN OF COMMITTEES /eft
the Chair, and THE HON. JANAKA BANDARA ook the Chair.
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(The Hon. Ajith P. Perera)
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ashamed to be part of this Government”. He is the Minister
of Justice in this country. He is saying, “I am ashamed to be
in the Government”. First of all, I ask, "Why is he in the
Government in that case?" He got a mandate to be in the
Opposition. Irrespective of that -
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The jack-in-the-box does not know where to do what.
I ask the Minister of Justice, "What is going on?" He says,
“I am ashamed to be in the Government”.
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"The Sunday Leader" of 4th May, 2014 states, I quote:

"Chinese Loans to Sri Lanka Exceed US Dollars 3,836 billion".
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“Earnings from raw rubber exports declined by 43 per cent in
2013, largely due to increased usage of rubber in the domestic
market to produce value added rubber products.”
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Sir, I ask the first Adjournment Question from the
Hon. Minister of Investment Promotion.

L. The Strategic Development Projects Act was
introduced to provide tax benefits to companies
that bring in good proposals with investment
beneficial to the country. Is that correct?

2 Can the Government provide approval without
project proposals from investors or can they start
work without getting approval for the benefits that
accrue from the Strategic Development Projects
Act?
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3. I am informed that Waterfront Properties Limited,
Queensbury Leisure Limited and Lake Leisure
Holdings (Pvt.) Limited have not submitted the
final proposals. If so, how did the Cabinet give
approval? If proposals have been given, please
table the final proposals.

4 Likewise, the Port City Project has been
aggressively advertised and work on the projects
has already been started. How come, without the
approval of Parliament, they have commenced
operations through the Strategic Development
Projects Act? And, if they have submitted the final
proposals, please table the final report of the Port
City Project.

5. Have the investors commenced operations before
approval has been obtained, as mentioned by
Ministers in Parliament? If so, will such project be
made null and void?

6 If not, why?
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Question put, and agreed to.
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Adjourned accordingly at 6.30 p.m. until 1.00 p.m. on Thursday,
08th May, 2014.
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