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of Finance and Planning)
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Sjeui @)FFewLsE pleliimyr?

@rGmev, ersir?

asked the Minister of Finance and Planning:

@)

(b)

©

(@

Will he inform this House -

(i)

(ii)

whether he accepts the reports which say
that the number of telephones that are used
in Sri Lanka is greater than the total
population of the country; and

the number of fixed telephones and maobile
telephones that are used in the country at
present?

Will he state separately, on per year basis -

(i)

(ii)

(iii)

the number of mobile telephones and fixed
telephones that have been imported during
the period from the year 2005 to date;

the number of telephones in terms of the
country from which they were imported;
and

the total amount of foreign exchange spent
on importation of those telephones?

Will he also inform this House -

(i)

(ii)

(iii)

(iv)

whether he admits that spending of foreign
exchange on the importation of telephones
exerts impact on the deficit of the balance
of payment;

if so, of the measures that have been taken
to control that situation;

whether he is aware of the fact that
telephones of poor standard are imported
into the country; and

the action that has been taken to prevent that
situation?

If not, why?
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2005 250,676 147,398
2006 435,133 41,043
2007 1,158,306 155,291
2008 1,531,897 244,416
2009 578,500 247,171
2010 966,656 212,918
2011 3,415,386 380,619
2012 3,758,433 218,456
2013 4,112,846 291,309
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(vi)
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6TEUEUETEY 6TEITLIEN S SjeuT GO Heumyr?

(=) @)e1@mev, eyeir?

asked the Minister of Petroleum Industries:
(@  Will he state -

()

(ii)
(iii)

(iv)

V)
(Vi)

the average import price (CIF value) per
metric ton at which petrol was imported in
February 2013;

the approximate volume of a metric ton of
petrol in litres;

as such, the average price of a litre of petrol
as it is unloaded at the port in February
2013;

the amounts of different taxes charged by
the Government on each litre of petrol,
separately;

the profit derived by the Ceylon Petroleum
Corporation from each litre of petrol; and

the distribution cost of a litre of petrol and
the profit derived by the filling station by
selling a litre of petrol?

(b)  If not, why?
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(The Hon.

Anura Priyadharshana Yapa - Minister of

Petroleum Industries)
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asked the Minister of Transport:
(@  Will he inform this House -

(i) the number of buses parked without plying,
within the Depots and the other premises,
that come under the Sri Lanka Transport
Board, excluding the Gampaha District;

(if) the reasons which led not to deploy the
aforesaid buses for transportation;
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(iii)  the number of buses that could be put into
running condition; and

(iv) the cost incurred, if such buses, which
would be put into running condition should
be repaired?

(b)  If not, why?
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asked the Minister of Highways, Ports and Shipping:
(@  Will he state -

(i) whether the road from Mallawapitiya to
Ridigama in Kurunegala will be developed
and carpeted; and

(i)  the period of time that will be taken for the
aforesaid work?
(b) If not, why?
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(=) B)sirCmev, eresr?

asked the Minister of Lands and Land Development:
(@  Will he inform this House -

(i) whether 25000 plots of land, each of which
is not less than 10 perches in extent, have
been distributed among the public and
corporation sector employees living in
various areas of the country without a land
of their own, to construct houses as
mentioned in ‘Mahinda Chintana - Vision
for the Future’ policy document; and

(i)  if so, the number of families that have been
provided with lands by now in the aforesaid
manner?

(b) If not, why?
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(=) B)sirCmev, eresr?

asked the Minister of Finance and Planning:

(@  Will he state, pertaining to the Central Bank of Sri
Lanka -

0]
(ii)
(iii)
(iv)
(v)
(vi)

(vii)

(b)  Ifnot,

the profit or loss for the year 2012, and to
date;

the profit or loss projected for the years
2015 - 2016;

the capital and reserves as at today;
the number of people working in the Bank;
whether it is overstaffed or understaffed;

the cost per employee and profit per
employee; and

the total of short term debt along with the
bank overdrafts, medium and long term
debts as at today?

why?
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asked the Minister of Public Administration and

Home Affairs:

(@  Will he inform this House of -

()

(ii)

(iii)

(iv)
V)

the number of vacancies that exist in
Classes I, Il and Il of the Sri Lanka
Administrative Service by now, separately,

the date on which the Open Competitive
Examination for Recruitment of Officers to
Class Il of the Sri Lanka Administrative
Service was held last;

the date on which the officers were
appointed on the results of that
examination;

the number of appointments granted on that
occasion; and

the number of female officers found among
the said officers who were granted
appointments?

(b)  Will he slate -

(i)

(i)
(iii)

the date on which the Limited Competitive
Examination for Recruitment of Officers to
Class Il of Sri Lanka Administrative
Service was held last,

whether officers have been recruited on the
results of that examination; and

if not, the dates on which recruitment of
officers is expected to be done?

(c) Ifnot, why?
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asked the Minister of Irrigation and Water Resources

@)

Management:

Is he aware that -

(i) the Akurana town was submerged by
rainwater at different occasions during the
last fifteen years;

(i) a massive damage has been caused to
places of business and residents owing to
the town being submerged,;

(iii) the Kandy-Jaffna main road (A-9) could
not be used when the Akurana town was
under water;

(iv) portions of buildings erected by blocking
the stream that flows through the town,
were removed on the instructions of the
officials when the Akurana town was
submerged in 1997,

(v) silt in that stream was dredged twice at a
cost of Rs. 5 million contributed by the
Akurana Grand Mosque and the residents
of the area;
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(vi) all timber mills located close to the stream
were removed; and

(vii) however, Akurana town was submerged
once again by the rain that fell on the 31%
October, 2013?

(b)  Will he state whether steps will be taken to devise
a permanent solution to the problem of Akurana
town submerging upon a study by the line ministry
with the involvement of the other ministries?

(c) Ifnot, why?
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(The Hon. Nimal Siripala de Silva - Minister of Irrigation
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of Parliament)
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( @) @Cne, erer?

asked the Minister of Education:
(@ Isheaware that -

(i) the teachers required to teach science and
mathematics and the teachers required for
the primary section are not available in the
NWP/P/Koiyawadi Muslim Maha
Vidyalaya belonging to  the Puttalam
Education Zone in the North Western
Province; and

(if)  the aforesaid situation is a hindrance to the
studies of the students of the said school?

(b)  Will he inform this House whether action will be
taken to provide the aforesaid school with the
required teachers without delay?

(c) Ifnot, why?
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asked the Minister of Co-operatives and Internal
Trade:

(@  Will he state, pertaining to the Lanka Sathosa -

(i) the profit or loss for the year 2012, and to
date;

(if) the profit or loss projected for the years
2015 - 2016;

(iii)  the capital and reserves as at today;

(iv) the number of people working in the
institution;

(v) whether it is overstaffed or understaffed;

(vi) the cost per employee and profit per
employee; and

(vii) the total of short-term debt along with the
bank overdrafts, medium and long-term
debts as at today?

(b)  If not, why?
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(The Deputy Speaker)

Order, please! The Hon. Deputy Chairman of
Committees will now take the Chair.
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Whereupon MR. DEPUTY SPEAKER left the Chair, and

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN OF COMMITTEES [THE HON.
MURUGESU CHANDRAKUMAR] took the Chair.
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(Mr. Deputy Chairman of Committees)
Hon. Member, please wind up now.
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(The Hon. Sajith Premadasa)
Sir, give me just one minute.
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(wrenryflg Liileru).iq.Cn. QFQearallrsenr)

(The Hon. W.D.J. Senewiratne)

I think I should reply the Hon. Member now, because
I might not be able to do so later during the course of my
speech.

You referred to some Public servants who had not
reported for duty and had faced some difficulties. It is true
that the Hon. Member brought these matters to our notice
several times. | am thankful to him. On the basis of
representations that were made by the Hon. Member, we
made certain provisions for those people to report back
for work. If there is any lethargic attitude from the
officials of my Ministry in implementing these
provisions, the Hon. Member could bring to my notice
any specific instance of such lethargic attitude. I will
definitely take steps to rectify that.

®©0 @257, DG Vo
(orenTLyfl@ QumesT. QFeVeurTeT)
(The Hon. Pon. Selvarasa)
Thank you.

®6 DOED.8.08. e8> ®vmo

(wreryflg Liileruy.iq.C. QsQearallysenr)

(The Hon. W.D.J. Senewiratne)

Then, with regard to the graduates who have sent their
applications before 30" April, 2012 but not been given

appointments, we will go through that and consider
giving them appointments. The only thing is, they should
have applied before 30" April, 2012, because our Gazette
notification and the press notification mentions the date
before which they should submit their applications. If the
applications have been submitted before 30" April, 2012
they will be considered for appointments.

®3 @053, eBED0 OHmn

(omesrLyifl@ QuTesT. QFVeurTEFT)

(The Hon. Pon. Selvarasa)

Thank you, Sir. They have applied before that date.
That is, 30™ April, 2012. According to the instructions
given by the Ministry, all the Government Agents have
collected these applications and sent them to the
Ministry. If you could expedite this matter, | will be very
thankful to you.

®o DOED.8.08. esemBoTs Dvm
(orewryllg Lifsiru.ip.Ce. QFCeailygeo)
(The Hon. W.D.J. Senewiratne)

I will look into it.

®0 @253, @BEDGs Vo
(oreirLyfl@ QuTesT. QFsLeurTEFT)
(The Hon. Pon. Selvarasa)
Thank you.

Bewdes 102 swinBn®r

(swssaisr Nrds sallereri jeuiger)

(Mr. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

The next speaker is the Hon. Mahinda Amaraweera.

[e.e0. 3.17]
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(The Hon. Mahinda Amaraweera - Minister of Disaster

Management)
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(Mr. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

The next speaker is the Hon. Sunil Handunnetti.
Before he starts, will an Hon. Member propose the Hon.
Janaka Bandara to take the Chair?
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(The Hon. (Mrs.) Sumedha G. Jayasena - Minister of
Parliamentary Affairs)

| propose that the Hon. Janaka Bandara do now take

the Chair.
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Question put, and agreed to.
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Whereupon MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN OF COMMITTEES left
the Chair, and THE HON. JANAKA BANDARA took the Chair.
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00 aC®d 5.69.68. 2308 Bwmn
(omesTLyfl@ HVADTE 67.6TF.6TLD. Sy6VV6UNT)
(The Hon. Alhaj A.H.M. Azwer)

Bismillahir Rahmanir Raheem.

Madam Chairperson, there is a saying, "If you have
nothing to do, do not do it here”. This is exactly what my
young Friend, the Hon. Sajith Premadasa, is
endeavouring to do today. He has nothing to do; therefore
he is trying to do something. What he is actually doing is,
after the horses have escaped from the stable victoriously,
he is trying to mount the horses. What you are asking for
today, the Government has already done. The Hon. (Dr)
Amunugama explained that in a very vivid and clear form
if you can understand his Sinhala.
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Madam, | am speaking today in this House with a
heavy heart after listening to the Hon. Palitha
Tewarapperuma, who spoke a while ago. He came here
with a bandage. He opened his chest and showed how he
was attacked at Aluthgama. Now, these types of
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Whereupon THE HON. (MRS.) SRIYANI WIJEWICKRAMA left
the Chair, and MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN OF COMMITTEES took
the Chair.

Rewdss 0m swsBn®

(ewsseiler Lrgls saillsrari Sjeauissr)
(Mr. Deputy Chairman of Committees)
Hon. R. Yogarajan may speak now.

[6.07 p.m.]

©5 . ewedndissy Dwme

(omesrLyfl@ opi. Guiraymregesir)

(The Hon. R. Yogarajan)

Thank you, Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees.
The Hon. Alhaj A.H.M. Azwer spoke so much about
Aluthgama and he was asking who did this. -
[Interruption.]

@0 g8 &.00.008. 308 Swmn

(oressrLLfl@ SLADTEY 67.6TF.6TLD. Jy6TV6UIT)

(The Hon. Alhaj A.H.M. Azwer)

Who did this? There is something behind this. I will
tell you.

@O @8, ewed®cissy Owvmo

(omesrLyfl@ oy Guirarmregesir)

(The Hon. R. Yogarajan)

Hon. Azwer, go into the internet and see. They have

put two photographs - [Interruption.] Hon. Azwer, please

listen. They have put a photograph of the man who threw
eggs at us when we went to visit the Magampura
Mahinda Rajapaksa Port. - [Interruption.] The same man
is in the front row of the Bodu Bala Sena meeting at
Aluthgama. - [Interruption.] It is a mafia from
Hambantota that is coming and spreading this all over
because leadership is given by somebody from
Hambantota to the Bodu Bala Sena.

You are aware that there was a meeting on Tuesday at
the Kalutara Kachcheri. The Hon. Prime Minister, the
Hon. Basil Rajapaksa, the Hon. Dullas Alahapperuma,
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and a number of Ministers including the two Ministers
from the Kalutara District were there. This
Galabodaaththe Gnanasara Thero came there and said, "If
you release all those who were arrested last night, | will
go back and see that matters are settled". The Ministers
agreed to release all of them. But, yesterday, when the
President came from Bolivia, he went there and said, "I
will see that everybody is arrested”. What is this double
talk? - [Interruption.]You are beating your chest and
shouting here as a proud Muslim. | am glad you are a
proud Muslim, but you did not behave like a proud
Muslim when you voted for the Casino bill. -
[Interruption.] So, | will stop there. Hon. Deputy
Chairman of Committees - [Interruption.]

@0 g8 &.80.98. 308 Owmn
(omressTL 0@ SILADTEY 67.6TF.6TLD. HysVV6UIT)
(The Hon. Alhaj A.H.M. Azwer)

Sir, | rise to a point of Order.

Beawades 20 ewisBn®o

(swsseaflsr Urdls sallFrert ojeuissr)

(Mr. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Hon. Alhaj A.H.M. Azwer, what is your point of
Order?

@0 g8 &.80.98. 308 Owmn

(omessTL L@ SILADTEY 67.6TF.6TLD. HysVV6UIT)

(The Hon. Alhaj A.H.M. Azwer)

Sir, he is referring to my conduct. | am an honourable
Muslim, | was born a Muslim. He cannot connect this
with casinos and other things. He is the man who

[Crwmod e &858 9O wom G8.]
[ysHNTTFens s1 1 swariiuy yEmmLILL (BeTeng]
/Expunged on the order of the Chair.]

in this country. | must say that.

Beawades 20 ewsBn®o

(swsseflsr Urdls sallFrert ojeuissr)

(Mr. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Hon. Azwer, that is not a point of Order. Hon.
Yogarajan, you may carry on.

@0 8. eedocissy Ovm
(omressryll@ <. Cuirsrmegeir)
(The Hon. R. Yogarajan)
Okay. Thank you.
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B eI Bgenn. & ¢ 0vedOlm GPEHBWE
ed i S8» pewnme D). I Gpunmed gy
Bestess Sri Lanka Cricket Bwoes. & Ded®  8¢®
20808 2050 e0ds DORO RANOBIE VWORD IS
@¢oy em00® letterhead dem= edmes mOE. & »®&8 Sri
Lanka Pensions - § oz 8go®- Be@r. o®» dED om0
30 @ Snen, e@m»s i) 885 BB WOBIHE

@® dw B mOesy Bwec. S8 g 0® ewldzNd e®
8BedrIndd ecvemnIm BIW Poed. ecmlnedsin E8
Bbeemd 0® e 1090 c@m B3nw mO¢ @dig ¢sieny
D01,

This is not a commercial organization, Hon. Minister.
Why do you make it a commercialized organization? Is it
because you do not have money and you have to borrow
from banks to pay gratuity to the Public servants? This is
the question we are asking.

The whole question of not paying gratuity directly by
the Government is because of the financial
mismanagement of this country. In 2002, the UNP
Government suggested that a fund be created to pay
pensions. At that time, everybody said that we are trying
to privatize pensions, or that we are trying to make it like
EPF, where it is to be contributed by the public servants.
We did not mean that. In addition to the salary, a certain
amount was to be set aside as a fund, so that when you
have financial crisis due to your mismanagement like
today, there will be a fund from which they could draw
money and pay pensions, pay gratuities. But then, it was
laughed at and in 2004, it was abandoned. If we had a
reserve fund today under the Department of Pensions,
you would not have the difficulty of going to the so-
called Treasury Secretary, who is called by the Hon.
Wimal Weerawansa as the 'ao83z esomm e,

®o DOED.8.08. esemBoTs Dvm

(wrenryflg Luileruy.iq.Cmn. GsQerallyser)

(The Hon. W.D.J. Senewiratne)

Hon. Member, | think you are wrong. In the case of
having a fund, you wanted to have a contributory
pension. That was suggested by the Hon. K.N. Choksy.

@0 8. ecd®cressT Owm

(omressrfl@ . Guirdrmegesr)

(The Hon. R. Yogarajan)

Not a contributory pension. It was to be contributed
by the State, not by the employees.- [Interruption.] Please
do not mislead. It was not to be deducted from the Public
servants; it was to be contributed by the Government
itself. - [Interruption.]

It was to be given by the Government itself. Hon.
Minister, this is not the first time this issue has come up
here. When it came up last time, and we said that you are
trying to give the pension gratuity to the Public servant
through the bank as a loan, you, yourself as the Minister
said, “What is wrong with that? You are getting the same
amount of money and we are paying the interest”. But,
you did not disclose to this House that day, that only a
certain percentage of the pension gratuity is deducted for
ten years at present, but under the new scheme the whole
amount will be deducted because it would be taken as a
loan. This is the reason why the workers in this country,
the Public servants in this country, the trade unions in this
country got wound up and were planning to hold a protest
to reverse this scheme.
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Fortunately, the Hon. Sajith Premadasa and the UNP
decided to bring in an Adjournment Motion today. We are
thankful that you have reacted to it today and issued a
new circular dated 19th June, 2014 to withdraw this
scheme. So, today that issue is settled, at least, by a
circular. But, when this Rs. 9 billion that is required to
pay the 17,000 pensioners who are waiting for gratuity is
going to be released by the Treasury that blocked it then,
is the question. So, until funds are released from the
Treasury and the Department of Pensions is able to
release these funds to the pensioners who are awaiting
their gratuity, we are not sure whether it will merely be a
piece of paper or whether it will become a reality.

You may not understand, Hon. Minister, the difficulty
a Public servant faces when he retires. He may have had
quarters; he may have resided outside his hometown or
village; he might have to relocate now; he might need to
get a new house, all these issues are there. So, this is a
very important matter. They want to have the money as
soon as they retire. If you are going to drag it for months,
it will be very unfair to these people.

There is another issue we have raised in the same
Adjournment Motion. It is about the amendment to the
EPF Act that was brought in 2011, which has still not
been implemented. Any law passed in this country - if
there is no date fixed for implementation of that law -
becomes law as soon as it is signed by the Hon. Speaker.
This law did not have a date for it to become effective.
So, the law is in place. But, the rights that are conferred
on the workers through that law are not being enjoyed by
them today, because again the Treasury is standing
between the Department of Labour and the worker and
not allowing the funds to be released. This law stated that
every worker who has membership of the EPF for more
than ten years could withdraw 30 per cent of the balance
remaining in his account for two purposes: one for critical
iliness care and the other for housing. Today, there is no
Ministry of Estate Infrastructure. The Hon. (Mrs.)
Chandrika Bandaranaike Kumaratunga created the
Ministry of Estate Housing, Infrastructure and
Community Development, but that does not exist today.
The NHDA does not bother to build new houses. They
only believe in painting old houses and nothing more. -
[Interruption.] No, the Hon. Wimal Weerawansa is the
Minister of Housing; he is only painting houses.

0 DDED.8.08. eesemnBoT® @vmo

(wrewryfl@ Liferyy.iq.Ce. CFClarailyder)

(The Hon. W.D.J. Senewiratne)

As far as the houses in the estates are concerned -

@0 8. eedocissy Ovm

(omressryll@ <. QuiTsrmegeir)

(The Hon. R. Yogarajan)

There is no such Ministry today. There is no Ministry
of Estate Infrastructure anymore, Hon. Minister.

®S DDED.8B.08. etseryBIT Buvm
(wrenryflg L1ileruy.iq.Cem. GFQerallrser)
(The Hon. W.D.J. Senewiratne)

But the Trust is there - [Interruption.]

@O 8. ewed®cissy Owvmo

(omesrLyfl@ oy Guirarmregesir)

(The Hon. R. Yogarajan)

The Trust has no funds. It had funds only for ten years
given by the Government of Holland and Norway. That
does not exist anymore. So, there is no way to build
houses. The estate managements are saying, “If you have
the money, you can build a house”. So, we were very
keen about this law at that time thinking that when the
land is given, if the worker in the estate has funds from
the EPF, he could start building a house. But, today, these
funds are not being released by the Treasury and the Hon.
Minister of Labour and Labour Relations says that his
hands are tied, and the worker is suffering. Housing for
the plantation worker is kept pending.

There are 200,000 plantation workers who are still
living in line rooms built 150 years or more ago by the
British. The British built line rooms just to accommodate
people on a temporary basis. These workers came here
thinking that they would be here for two or four years and
go back like our people going to the Middle-East. But,
they remained here and they have become citizens of this
country. So, the Government has a responsibility to
provide them housing. But, you cannot provide them
housing; we know that. Under the “Mahinda Chintana”,
you said that you would build 50,000 houses in three
years but only 4,000 houses have been built so far in
eight years. So, it is 500 houses per year. That means, for
200,000 houses, it will take another 400 years. So, we
have no faith that this Government is going to build any
houses for us. We are willing to build houses ourselves
with our own money in the EPF, but you are standing in
the way. What is the reason? That is because you have
mismanaged the economy. You have enough money to
invest in the share market where you have lost Rs. 11
billion in 2013, but you are not willing to release funds
for the worker to draw his own money in advance to
build a house. So, this is very unfair. This Government
has a responsibility to pay the monies of the workers who
have contributed to the EPF. Why was the EPF brought
under the Central Bank and not under the Government?
That was done because it was believed that the Central
Bank is an independent body and it has funds that could
be secured and available to the worker at any time. But,
today, that confidence has been lost and there are laws in
the books which are not implemented. Today, we can go
and ask the Court of Appeal to issue a writ that the law be
honoured by this Government, but that will not help
because the Minister of Finance and Planning, who is the
President himself, is not going to release funds for the
benefit of the estate workers. Today, he has no interest in
them as he believes that the Tamil people will not vote
for him.

Thank you, Sir.
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Question put, and agreed to.
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Adjourned accordingly at 6.42 p.m. until 1.30 p.m. on Friday, 20th
June, 2014.
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