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The Parliament met at 1.00 p.m.
MR. DEPUTY SPEAKER [THE HON. CHANDIMA
WEERAKKODY] in the Chair.
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RESIGNATION OF HON. HARIN FERNANDO, MEMBER OF
PARLIAMENT

Bewfess 21250625

(Nrdlé FuThTsT Seuider)

(The Deputy Speaker)
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Whereupon the Secretary-General read the following letter:
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PARLIAMENT

August 5, 2014

Secretary-General of Parliament
Parliament

I, Harin Fernando, United National Party Member of Parliament from the
Badulla District hereby tender my resignation from my membership in
Parliament with immediate effect.

Please acknowledge the receipt of this letter and acceptance of my resignation.

Harin’Fernando
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(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena - Minister of Water Supply

and Drainage and Chief Government Whip)
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Question put, and agreed to.
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(The Hon. Y.G. Padmasiri - Deputy Minister of Agriculture)
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Bill, as reported by Standing Committee A" to be considered upon
Thursday, 07th August, 2014.
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Bill, as reported by Standing Committee A" to be considered upon
Thursday, 07th August, 2014.
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Petitions ordered to be referred to the Committee on Public
Petitions.
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(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena)
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asked the Minister of Private Transport Services:
(a)  Will he state -

() whether the private bus concept has helped
the public transport system in the country;

(i) the number of private bus operators who
have been issued with permits on per
district basis;

(iii)  the number of private buses operating at the
moment; and

(iv) whether all these buses are operated with
permits?

(b)  Will he inform this House of -

(i) the benefits received by the private bus
operators from the Government;

(i) the total seating capacity available in
private bus industry island wide; and

(iii) the revenue earned per bus from national
and provincial level per year?

(c) Ifnotwhy?
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(The Hon. C.B. Rathnayake - Minister of Private Transport

Services)
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asked the Minister of Indigenous Medicine:

(a) Is he aware whether action is taken to popularize
with the local market and sell the beverage called
“Red Bull”, which has been introduced to the
market as an energizing drink?
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(b)  Will he inform this House whether the Ministry of
Indigenous Medicine has granted permission for
importing this beverage despite the move by the
National Dangerous Drugs Control Board to ban
it, having considered the potential of the beverage
to cause side effects in persons consuming it?

(¢) Ifnot, why?
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asked the Minister of Highways, Ports and Shipping:
(a)  Will he inform this House of the -

() length of the roads maintained by the
Central Government;

(i) length of the roads maintained by the
provincial councils; and

(iii) length of the roads maintained by the
pradeshiya sabhas?

(b) Will he state the length of the roads carpeted by
now, out of the roads maintained by the Central
Government?

(¢) Ifnot, why?
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asked the Minister of Local Government and
Provincial Councils:

(a)  Ishe aware that -

(1) the access road to the Eriyanpity Cemetery
in Kodikamam is in a state not suitable to
traverse; and

(i) people face numerous difficulties in
carrying remains to the cemetery during the
rains since the road abounds with pits filled
with rainwater?

(b) Will he inform this House whether immediate
steps will be taken to reconstruct the access road to
the Eriyanpity Cemetery in Kodikamam?

(¢) Ifnot, why?
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(7)) @G, srein?

asked the Prime Minister and Minister of Buddha
Sasana and Religious Affairs:

(a)  Will he state whether he is aware that the coastal

belt

from Mahawewa to Katuneriya in the

Puttalam District is being severely eroded by the

sea?

(b)  Will he inform this House -

)
(ii)

(iif)

of the measures that have been taken to
prevent coastal erosion in the said area;

whether it has not been possible to prevent
coastal erosion even after taking those
measures; and

if so, why?

(¢)  Will he also state -

(M

(ii)

(iif)

(iv)

separately, the number of houses destroyed
or in danger of being destroyed as a result
of coastal erosion in the said area;

whether a programme to pay compensation
for the houses and property destroyed has
been commenced;

the methodology adopted in valuation of
damage to pay compensation; and

the measures taken to safeguard the lives of
the people displaced owing to coastal
erosion?

(d) Ifnot, why?
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asked the Minister of Transport:
(@)  Is he aware that -

(i) Mr. AA. Sabju residing at No. 9/1,
Pansalhena Road, Kolonnawa purchased
the Mahendra Jeep bearing No. 38  Sri 6185
from its original owner Mrs. P. Wijesuriya
and submitted an application (TR
200760250)in the year 2007 to the
Department of Motor Traffic to have the
registration of the said vehicle transferred
officially to his name; and

(i) though several years have lapsed, the legal
transfer of the said vehicle has still not
taken place as per the above application?

(b) Will he state whether action will be taken to
transfer the registered ownership of the above
vehicle to the name of Mr. Sabju?

(¢) Ifnot, why?
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asked the Minister of Lands and Land Development:
(a)  Ishe aware that -

(i) Mr. WM. Weerasinghe at No. 127/1,
Opposite hospital, Athimalewewa,
Monaragala worked as a Survey Field
Assistant (WE/W/158) in the Department of
Surveyor General; and

(i) he was interdicted as per the letter of the
Surveyor General, dated 20.08.2004 bearing
No. CG/1/1/1/V/460 while he was working
in the Surveyor’s Office in Polonnaruwa
new town?
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(b)  Will he inform this House whether action will be
taken to provide the pension and the arrears due to
Mr. Weerasinghe from the date on which he was
interdicted as he has been acquitted on 02.11.2012
to the inquiry held by the Court of Appeal in
regard to the case bearing No. 91/2003 filed in the
High Court of Badulla, which caused his
interdiction?

(¢) Ifnot, why?
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(The Hon. Siripala Gamalath - Deputy Minister of Lands
and Land Development)
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(The Deputy Speaker)

Order, please! Will an Hon. Member propose the Hon.
Janaka Bandara to take the Chair?
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I propose that the Hon. Janaka Bandara do now take
the Chair.
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Sir, I rise to a point of Order.

G068 OB @

(pewevewSTHIGLD 2 Il iesi jeuirdeir)

(The Presiding Member)

©0 ¢808 O5IEn@ed 38 ydmw e@imnie?

@0 aCod .00.008. g8 Owmo

(oTenTLLll@ VAN TE 67.6TF.6TLD. SsV6uIT)

(The Hon. Alhaj A.H.M. Azwer)

©01 OB g0 BsY 0B B Bedslesy. &
Ben OO HEIC DOBIB ©EBTesT BIWL.

G200 OBIE @

(semevenwHTHRIGL 2 MILLNeTT Sjeuider)

(The Presiding Member)

©0 OB, 88 ydmrw ©n OB, [ BEOH]

@0 aCod &.90.008. g8 Owmo

(oTenTLLll@ VAN TE 67.6TF.6TLD. SsV6uIT)

(The Hon. Alhaj A.H.M. Azwer)

©01 8O eEHmBow OBIE NS, HYIvNTed Do edsIm.
DI Nedens’ 050edd 38 yadme gustes’. aBnd
Sr0nleBded »® @ceom, he is violating the Standing
Orders. [@:20 B8]

G008 O3B0

(BewevensTHIGL 2 MILLNETT Sj6uidser)

(The Presiding Member)

©C1 @10 Seornwm O5IER®, O “NIeBnSed HO
©3®5TD 36 Ox¥esy ZHBD D OB, [Pl BEO]

B0 g0 8e320w2 DN

(orenTll@ BT Sewrpridss)

(The Hon. Anura Dissanayake)

n3, ©¥3. OO B WOTHO. ®D D WOBI® Deso
BesIs). [ BEO)

O 980 e Owmo
(oressryfl @ Fefou Crerdlbis)
(The Hon. Sujeewa Senasinghe)

298 8Sedcs.
STUPBSITI.
rose.

G026 O3B0

(semevewWSTHRIGL 2 MIINesTT SjeuTdsi)

(The Presiding Member)

E50B8BRE 8OITTVewsy Ymue OB O, [@dd
BBO®] © @m0 Searnwm OEH®), S WOBIB). S 8D
o5 8w OBEH®1, WS WO D) @DBID. ©T OBIE SO
B WOBIBY @DED E¢IBY. [P BBOF]| ©© 3B ydmw
00xVewsl Bewlows @mer. ©0 amd  Swrznwem
OB n® m WOBIH.

®C g0 Sesasnwm DWmo

(oressTydl @ SymIT SewTHTILSS)

(The Hon. Anura Dissanayake)

R0, ©® G WMD) FRWNGY O] OEROA.
00.953.8. O¥Ne®, 005 eE®®, G18wd. 8.8. S¥mnw®m
3OBn@ed go. ComE oygo8l, Bewlds ©v
@008, N0, [P0 BBOW] EE, & Cowo Bewed
sfeed 8Oy w-dhemB. wisen oo ,-

@0 god &.90.08. qfol dwmo
(omessTLyLfl @ DVADTE 67.6TF.6TLD. SeNV6uIT)
(The Hon. Alhaj A.H.M. Azwer)

Sir, I rise to a point of Order.
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(The Hon. Alhaj A.H.M. Azwer)

Sir, let us conduct this Debate in an orderly manner
and according to the Standing Orders. He cannot refer to
the conduct of a Minister or the President or to his
brothers, wife and others. He must be having that habit,
but in Parliament he cannot do that. He must refrain from
mentioning the names of ministers.
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(The Hon. Anura Dissanayake)
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Sir, I rise again to a point of Order.
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(The Hon. Alhaj A.H.M. Azwer)

All these appointments have been accepted and the
consent has been given by the Committee on High Posts
consisting of both the Government and the Opposition
Members. - [Interruption.]
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(The Presiding Member)

Let him finish his point of Order. [Interruption.]
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(The Hon. Alhaj A.H.M. Azwer)

He cannot refer to the Members by their names. It is
not allowed according to the Standing Orders. In the
Committee on High Posts, the Government and the
Opposition Members have given their consent to it.
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Sir, I rise to a point of Order.
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Let us conduct this Debate maintaining the honour and
dignity of the House. We, as Members of this House are
duty-bound to follow the Standing Orders. Standing
Order No. 78 states, I quote:

“The conduct of the President, or acting President, Members of
Parliament, Judges or other persons engaged in the administration of
justice shall not be raised except upon a substantive motion; and in
any amendment, question to a Minister, ..”

There, it is a Minister or a Member of Parliament.

«

.. or remarks.in a debate on a motion dealing with any other
subject reference to the conduct of the persons aforesaid shall be out
of order.”

Therefore, in this respect, even the authority on
Parliamentary Procedure and Practices, Erskine May, is
also very clear. I would only recommend to the Hon.
Anura Kumara Dissanayake to read the book of Erskine
May, if he can obtain a Sinhala version.

Sir, the other matter is that he was slinging mud at
them. Also, he has violated Standing Order No. 78 by
referring to the -
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Whereupon THE HON. JANAKA BANDARA left the Chair and
THE HON. PERUMAL RAJATHURALI took the Chair.
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(The Presiding Member)

Hon. Member, do not disturb the speaker.
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(The Presiding Member)
Hon. Member, please wind up now.
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I will wind up, Sir.
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“In the event a particular arrest is declared to be
unlawful, it is crystal clear that the Members of the
Security Forces or other officials involved in such mala
fide conduct or omission, would be dealt with under the
disciplinary procedures set out in the Army Act, Navy
Act or the Air Force Act or in the case of police officers,
under the Establishments Code. Criminal charges could
also be filed against such officials”.
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(The Presiding Member)

Order, please! Mr. Deputy Chairman of Committees
will now take the Chair.
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Whereupon THE HON. PERUMAL RAJATHURAI left the Chair,
and MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN OF COMMITTEES [THE HON.
MURUGESU CHANDRAKUMAR] took the Chair.
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Sir, I would like to state that we have signed
agreements with several countries, as well as opened up
Missions in some of the countries to strengthen
diplomatic relations. There may have been some
appointments made which do not yield expected
results.We are prepared to call them back, and if there are
people who are performing well, we will extend their
services. That is the how it works.
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I would like to mention about the opening of Missions.
We have opened Missions in Uganda, in many South
African countries and in the Seychelles. In the Seychelles,
we have opened a bank as well. Recognizing Nigeria’s
emergence in the economic field in the West African
region, we have signed many agreements.

There have been several bilateral visits by Heads of
States. The highest number of visits have been made by
our President to many countries in the world after the late
Prime Minister, the Hon. (Mrs.) Sirimavo Bandaranaike.
I do not think that either any Head of State has visited so
many countries after Mrs. Bandaranaike or have so many
Heads of States visited Sri Lanka. Regarding bilateral
visits, His Excellency President Mahinda Rajapaksa
visited Seychelles, Kenya, Uganda and Tanzania. He has
met several Heads of States and Governments at
international events.

In 2013, His Excellency the President visited Uganda
on the invitation of His Excellency Museveni, President
of Uganda. He also visited Tanzania in 2013 on the
invitation of His Excellency Jakaya, President of
Tanzania. His Excellency the President not only visited
these countries but we have also signed so many
agreements with them. I have to state that there are
several Sri Lankan businessmen who are enjoying
benefits and doing business in those countries in the
African Continent because of the agreements we have
signed. Several agreements have been signed with the
countries we have visited. Sri Lanka has started
diplomatic relations with those countries. His Excellency
the President visited Kenya in December 2013. Then,
again he visited South Africa in December 2013. He also
visited the Seychelles in 2014. The Deputy President of
South Africa visited Sri Lanka. These are the inward
visits of Heads or Deputy Heads of States. The Tanzanian
Foreign Minister visited Sri Lanka.

Then, there are the proposed visits of the Heads of
States of Kenya, Burkina Faso and Senegal during the
year 2014. There are many agreements that are being
handled and our Mission staff is doing their best towards
making those workable. I must also state that the Consular
Section of our Ministry, unlike in any other Ministry,
starts work at 6.00 o’clock in the morning. By 6.00 or
6.30 a.m, we open office unlike during the time of my
Friend, the Hon. Lakshman Kiriella.

Our officers in the Consular Affairs Division have
earned over Rs.100 million as compensation for the last

six months in this year. This is the highest amount
recorded so far as compensation paid to the workers
mainly in the Middle East. There have been several
political consultations made by our staff in the Missions
and many bilateral political issues and other issues have
been resolved.

Sir, there are many countries in the African Continent,
nearly one-third, who are in the UNHCR. We have to
continue supporting them. We will get benefits through
this because this is an emerging region in the world where
there are so many opportunities for Sri Lankans to invest.

Several repatriation agreements have been signed with
many countries to help our people when they face issues
due to the laws prevailing in those countries. Then, there
were several incidents, such as a vessels being hijacked
by Somali pirates. We have been able to get the
assistance of those countries to get many of our people
back to Sri Lanka. All these have been done by the
Ministry of External Affairs.

We have also been able to get a lot of pardons for Sri
Lankans facing death sentences in foreign countries.
These were coordinated by our officials who are working
tirelessly in those countries as well as in Sri Lanka.

Further, Prisoner Transfer Agreements have been
signed with many countries. Many MoUs and multilateral
agreements have been signed with several countries in the
UAE as well as the European Union.

If T am to talk about East Asia, we are very soon going
to sign an FTA with China for the benefit of our
manufacturers as well as exporters. So, they will benefit
from the Free Trade Agreement. The ASEAN countries
were the only countries that were benefiting from the
Free Trade Agreement. Due to shipping routes being
located close to Sri Lanka, we will be able to supply the
Chinese market better than the ASEAN countries and vice
versa.

As far as the current position with regard to
agreements is concerned, 31 investment promotion and
production agreements and 55 air service agreements
have been signed. Continental shelf agreements have been
submitted on time and because of that, we have got the
land on the continental shelf which we would have lost if
not for the efficient work of our Ministry officials.

Many extradition agreements, mutual legal
agreements and double taxation agreements have been
signed; altogether 48 agreements have been signed since
2005. We have not had so many agreements for the last
50 years prior to 2005.

Many Readmission Agreements have been signed; I
do not want to go into details. It is all available here. I
must state that we are happy with the current agreements
that we have entered into and the output of our officers.
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Our officers are faced with a heavy workload but they are
doing their utmost. Also, officers who have been
appointed to countries like Japan and Australia - not from
the Foreign Service - from the Forces, are doing a very
good job. They bring credit to the country as well as
expose Sri Lanka to benefit from financial sources.

I would like to mention further about the inward State
visits since 2005 for your information - these are good
indicators to show that our foreign policy is good and
accepted - from Egypt, we had a visit from Assistant
Minister of Foreign Affairs, His Excellecy Ahmed Amin
Fathallah; from Nigeria, we had the current President
Goodluck Jonathan’s visit; from Kenya, we had a visit
from Hon. Amina Mohamed, Cabinet Secretary for the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs; from Malawi, we had the
Vice-President's visit and we also had a visit from
Ugandan President, Yoweri Kagurta Museveni. These are
plus points for Sri Lanka because many of these people
have not visited here prior to 2005 due to the political
unrest and also the war that had been prevailing in this
country.

Further, we had a high-level visit from Burkina Faso,
Ghana and Rwanda. Then, Foreign Ministers of Sierra
Leone, Tanzania, South Africa, Lesotho, Mozambique,
Namibia, Swaziland, Zambia, the Seychelles, Mauritius
and many other countries visited Sri Lanka during this
time.

So, I would like to just mention that we are satisfied
with the work of the Ministry of External Affairs, under
the leadership of the Hon. (Prof.) G.L. Peiris, and also the
work done by our present Secretary, Mrs. Kshenuka
Seneviratne. There are some people who are jealous
because the Ministry of External Affairs is doing better
than what it had been doing before. I would also like to
mention that the officers in the Consular Affairs Division
are working tirelessly to help the people who are working
abroad. We have a large number of Sri Lankans working
abroad who bring foreign exchange to the country and all
of them have been looked after by our Ambassadors and
the staff in other countries as well.

It is true we have not given the best of conditions to
our Ambassadors. Sometimes, vehicles are not in good
order and houses are not replaced with new furniture. But,
we are thankful for their services despite the conditions
that they are working in. We must remember that it is
only within three or four years since the end of the armed-
conflict in this country that a Resolution was brought
against Sri Lanka. If the war had continued, a resolution
could not have been brought against Sri Lanka. We are
doing our utmost and the officers are working hard to
bring a solution within Sri Lanka for the benefit of all the
people in this country as well as the Sri Lankans who are
living abroad. Thank you.

[2.51 p.m.]
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(The Hon. M.A. Sumanthiran)

Mr. Deputy Chairman of Committees, thank you for
the opportunity given to speak on the Adjournment
Motion on the performance, or rather the non-
performance of the Ministry of External Affairs.

If the Mover of the Motion sounded like he was
reading out a family tree, the Hon. Deputy Minister who
preceded me sounded very much like an air traffic
controller, talking about who came and who went, and he
has placed in this House as a record, the performance of
the Ministry of External Affairs. We are happy to note
that more than 90 per cent of all these comings and
goings have been from the Continent of Africa. I believe
the Hon. Deputy Minister is an ardent safari fan himself
and perhaps that explains his interest in Africa.

But, the issues that confront the country are more
serious than that. The Hon. Deputy Minister referred, just
before he concluded, to the Resolution concerning Sri
Lanka. Although he termed it, "Resolution against Sri
Lanka", it is a Resolution for promoting accountability
and reconciliation in Sri Lanka. He forgets that as soon as
the war was over, that same Council actually
congratulated Sri Lanka for concluding the war. So, he is
wrong in saying that the present Resolution is only
because Sri Lanka concluded the war and if the war had
been ongoing today, that there would not have been a
Resolution. He is totally cocksure. But, in 2010, the
United Nations Human Rights Council congratulated Sri
Lanka. But, when Sri Lanka did not keep to the promises
given even at that Special Session and thereafter to the
Secretary-General of the UN, to various world leaders
that there would be a proper inquiry conducted within the
country, it was after several years, - in fact, five years
after the conclusion of the war - that an international
investigation came about. After that Resolution was
passed, still, you dragged your feet and then suddenly
you have been involved in a frenetic activity last month.
You have suddenly caused or you are trying to show that
there is an international element that you are bringing
into a local inquiry. A local inquiry, which in itself was
too little, too late and only with regard to disappearances,
has suddenly been given an enlarged mandate and then,
three international personalities have been invited to
advise, if advice is sought by the Commission. In that
expanded mandate, you have referred to proportionality,
distinction and collateral damage, all terms used in
international law.

I wish to draw your attention not to the situation here,
but to the situation that is happening right now elsewhere
in the world, in Gaza, a parallel situation where these
very principles of proportionality, distinction and
collateral damage have become very important. Daily,
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many civilian lives are being lost there and our Ministry
of External Affairs remains mute. The Ministry of
External Affairs here remains mute because of your own
position, the position you have taken with regard to the
situation in Sri Lanka. The civilians in Gaza are being
shelled; children are dying there. The other day, I saw a
news item of a high school, where, when results were
being announced, the student who had got the highest was
already dead; several children have died. And, you, who
say that you are a friend of the Palestinian people, are
keeping quiet. You are not able to stand up and state your
position with regard to that huge humanitarian catastrophe
that is unfolding there. What is the value of your
friendship? I want to be very clear here and not be
misunderstood. I am not saying that Israel does not have a
right to exist as a nation; I think they have a right to exist
as a nation. But, at the same time, the Palestinian people
also have a right to have a State of their own and Gaza
being an occupied territory, the people in that region have
a right to resist the armed aggression of Israel into that
territory. That is a very clear and simple articulation of
the principal position with regard to Gaza. Why is the Sri
Lankan Ministry of External Affairs unable to even say
that? What had your Ambassador in Israel, Air Chief
Marshal Donald Perera, said? He was the Ambassador in
2010 and this is what he said with regard to Gaza. When
the food flotilla was bombed, he justified it. Horrendous
performance by your Ambassador in Isracl! When your
own Palitha Kohona was being appointed the Chairman
of the Investigative Committee by the UN into that
incident, the Sri Lankan Ambassador in Israel said this:
“Sri Lanka is a staunch supporter of Israel’s fight against
terror. Israel was moved onto the military phase with full
force. You should fight relentlessly until all the terror
hubs are destroyed in Gaza”. That was your authenticated
Ambassador in Israel in 2010.

Not only in 2010, what did you do just last month?
There was a tweet on the 17" of July, 2014 at 1620 hours
and this is what it stated: "Sri Lanka calls upon Israeli and
Palestinian leaders to display restraint and avoid civilian
casualities with political courage to come for peace talks”.
You said “avoid civilian casualties”. Then, at 2013 hours,
you corrected the tweet and signed off as "Ministry of
External Affairs". It says, “Correction - Violence in Gaza,
Sri Lanka calls upon parties to engage at the earliest in
direct dialogue, which is the only viable initiative for
sustained peace...." You dropped that part about avoiding
civilian casualties. Why? Suddenly you realized, “Oh!
How can we throw stones sitting in a glass house?” So,
you changed your tweet, but both tweets are recorded.
One is there, calling on parties to avoid civilian casualties
and the next one says “Correction”, in which you dropped
your plea to avoid civilian casualties.

This is what happens when you do not have a
principal position. When you do not act with principles in
your own country, you are hamstrung; you do not have a
voice; you do not have a credible voice; you do not have a

voice that the world will respect. So, how can you? They
will call you a hypocrite; indeed, you are a hypocrite.
That is why you yourself realized that and changed your
tweets because you yourself realized, "How can we call
upon those leaders to avoid civilian casualties when we
have not done that?"

Now, suddenly, you wake up and want legal
interpretation for "proportionality", "distinction" and
"collateral damage". What is happening in Gaza? Is it
proportional? Is there a justification for the nation of
Israel to go to war, to use armed aggression on the people
of Palestine? Is it justified? Is the force used proportional
to any perceived threat that that country is facing? Even if
it faces some threat, even if it justifiably perceives a
threat, is it proportional? Is there a distinction as to who is
a "civilian" and which is a "military target" in Gaza at the
moment? Absolutely indiscriminate, and you keep mum,;
you are mute. All of the principles are being breached
there and you do not have the moral courage to say a
word.

Our position is that there are crimes being committed
in Gaza. There are allegations that both sides are
committing crimes. Both must be investigated. There
must be an international investigation into Israel's armed
aggression into the occupied territory of Palestine in
Gaza; that must be done. Also, the accusation that Hamas
is acting as a terrorist and harming civilians must be
investigated. When you have serious allegations like that,
both must be investigated. One may be totally
disproportionate, but that does not absolve the other. A
similar situation exists here. Both sides must be
investigated, is our position. We are able to tell you today
that with regard to Gaza and with regard to Sri Lanka, our
position remains the same: violations of international law
by whoever it is committed must be investigated and
responsible parties must be made accountable to it.

What have you done with regard to India? Reference
was made to that. It is not just your embarrassing tweet
and the correction you make to it, further exposing
yourself. What have you done with regard to the website
of the Ministry of Defence? This website - this is not the
first time it has done this - is known for publications like
this. Your defence is worse than your offence. You
apologize and say that that was published without proper
authorization. Can anything be published in the official
website of the Ministry of Defence without authorization?
Is that what you are saying? Is that your defence? You
say "unconditional apology" and then, you proffer an
explanation that somebody has sneaked it in, that
somebody has sneaked in a depiction, a cartoon, a story
that is of the lowest quality. Are you not ashamed, Hon.
Minister of External Affairs, that you are the Minister of
External Affairs at a time like this when a great neighbour
is being slandered like that, when the new Prime Minister
of that country is being depicted like that and the closest
State of that country to Sri Lanka and its Chief Minister
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are being depicted like that in the official website of the
Ministry of Defence of this country? We know who the
Minister of that Ministry is. Are you not ashamed? There
is uproar in the Indian Parliament today. What would you
have to say today? Your Envoy is being summoned.

O Bewed®E esedc @vm
(wressryflg BPGwmrwmrsd QuGryT)
(The Hon. Neomal Perera)

Can I answer to that, please?

®0 98.8. 3®sIBSsT Swmo
(omeTLyLfl@ 6TiD.6T. SriofbglresT)
(The Hon. M.A. Sumanthiran)
Yes, what is it?

O Bewed®E esedd ®vm
(wressryfl@ BPGwimrmrsd QuGryT)
(The Hon. Neomal Perera)
Are you expecting the international community to do
an international investigation on Gaza and Israel. Can you
expect that?

®0 98.8. 3®sIBSsT Swmo

(omeTLyLfl@ 6TiD.6y. SrLoblTedT)

(The Hon. M.A. Sumanthiran)

Have I not made it clear to you in my speech? Where
were you? You were talking to somebody else.

O Bewed®E esedc ®vm
(wressryflg BGwmrmrsd QuGryT)
(The Hon. Neomal Perera)

I was talking, but -
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(The Hon. M.A. Sumanthiran)

I made my position very clear that when international
law is being violated, there must be an international
investigation. - [Interruption.] 1 can only state my
position. - [Interruption.] Hon. Deputy Minister, you do
not need me to speculate on what will happen and what
will not happen. I have stated my position very clearly
and that is a position of principle. - [Interruption.] That is
the same principal position we take as with regard to Sri
Lanka, as with regard to Gaza or anywhere else in the
world. If there are serious violations of international law
and there are serious allegations that crimes have been
committed, international investigations must happen
against all parties against whom there are allegations.
That is our principal position.

The charge that I am making to you, which you are
unable to answer - I wish that your Minister will even
attempt to answer at the end of this Debate - is, what is
your position with regard to Gaza? Why are you not able
to say a word about Gaza today? Why are you speaking

with a forked tongue? Why was a tweet sent saying
"avoid civilian casualties" and then a correction made?
When you make a correction and take out the words
"avoid civilian casualties", what are you saying? You are
saying, “Do not mind civilian casualties. We made a
mistake in the first tweet, we do not care about civilian
casualties". Is that not what your Ministry has said? It is
signed off as "Ministry of External Affairs". You asked
for my response and you have it now. Are you able to
counter that?

How can you take the position that civilians can be
killed in Gaza? That is the position that you have taken
by correcting your own tweet. What have you said when
you put on your official website -

®S Bewed®E esedd ®vm

(oressryfl g BCwimrmred GQuGrym)

(The Hon. Neomal Perera)

I asked about the international investigation.

@6 98.8. 305IBST Swmo
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(The Hon. M. A. Sumanthiran)

Even before you asked me I have told you our
position.- [Interruption.] How many times do you want
me to tell you? - [Inferruption.] 1 am not one -
[Interruption.]

Bewdes 02 ©wisBn®

(ewdsaier Lrsls sallereri Seuiser)

(Mr. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Order, please! Hon. Sumanthiran, you have only one
more minute.

®0 98.8. 0BT Swmo

(omessrLyif@ 6Tib.67. FLoBHHTesT)

(The Hon. M.A. Sumanthiran)

I will conclude, Sir. Hon. Deputy Minister, you are
also a lawyer.

®G Bewd®E esedd ®vm
(wrevrLyfl@ HGwmored GuGryT)
(The Hon. Neomal Perera)

No, I am not.

@6 8.8, 30T BSET Swmn
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(The Hon. M.A. Sumanthiran)

Your are not? Oh! I am sorry.- [Interruption.] 1 am
sorry. I thought you are. I meant no offence. I would not
want to speculate on whether one inquiry is going to be
proper or not. It is same with regard to what you have
done here, inviting so-called international experts and so
on. We will not pronounce on that. We will wait and see.
We are not about to speculate on anything. But, the
principles must be very clear and that I have made very
plain and clear and I expect that your Minister will make
his position clear. Thank you.
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(The Hon. S.B. Dissanayake - Minister of Higher Education)
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OO Do BOSBS Dwmo

(orenTLfl@ whiser Fwrafr)

(The Hon. Mangala Samaraweera)

Mr. Deputy Chairman of Committees, as the Hon.
Lakshman Kiriella seconding this Motion said a while
ago, the United National Party has consistently
maintained that the opening of the floodgates of
international scrutiny can be avoided only by an
independent and credible local investigation to look into
the serious allegations of violations of human rights and
humanitarian laws against the Rajapaksa Regime. In fact,
when the Government sponsored a Motion against the
international investigation initiated by the UNHRC on the
18" of June, - that was last month - moving an
amendment to that, I said - I actually quote myself -
“Mr.Speaker, rejecting an international investigation can
only be done acceptably if there is a credible local
mechanism” and along with it I proposed on behalf of the
Party that the Government fully implements the
recommendations of the LLRC Report; revive the
provisions of the Seventeenth Amendment and to
integrate the Latimer Principles as an integral part of the
Constitution and make provisions for the early passage of
the Freedom of Information Act in order to restore the
credibility our democratic institutions lack today. As
customary, Sir, you would remember, this amendment
was greeted by a cacophony of catcalls and we, in the
Opposition, as usual, were called “traitors” along with
some choice Sinhala words by some of the Honourable
Members of the Government benches, who I suspect
would feel more at home sitting in the front rows of a
cinema watching a Bollywood film rather than sitting in
this august Assembly. The rowdy behaviour is still
ringing in my mind.

However, exactly a month later, on the 17" of July, -
last month - when President Rajapaksa issued a
Proclamation announcing the launch of a domestic

investigation into alleged war crimes and conduct of his
armed forces in the final days of the war, actually I must
say my initial response was, "Perhaps sanity had
prevailed at last". That was my initial response. Sir
Desmond De Silva, Queen’s Counsel, Sir Geoffrey Nice,
Queen’s Counsel and Dr. David Michael Crane were
appointed as advisers to the local commission
investigating "allegations of war crimes by all parties to
the conflict”. In fact, a regime which categorically
rejected up till then all accusations of human rights
violations during the war, now seeking the expertise of
three of the world’s top war crimes prosecutors were
interpreted by some as a 180 degree U-turn to mend its
earlier ways, which was good - if someone accepts they
have been wrong even at a later stage, that is a good thing
- and to rebuild its relationship with the intentional
community for the sake of the greater good of the
country. In fact, the question everyone asked on the 18"
of July was: “Why has the Sri Lankan Government,
which vehemently opposed the process of international
justice picked three prosecutors with a history of indicting
former Presidents and political regimes on war crimes
charges in the Hague?” I mean, they have a history of
indicting Heads of States on behalf of the War Crimes
Tribunal. However, on closer examination of the
credentials of these advisers, it is obvious that the motives
of the Government may not be as pristine and altruistic as
it may seem at first glance.

©® o oY cBedaMmDOET BT ecvned oy IO S
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00medsy o¥n BidE ¢ Bun yEmw On edm .

In fact, the role of Sir Desmond de Silva, Queen’s
Counsel, as an apologist for the excesses of the Rajapaksa
Regime during the last days of the war, is already well-
documented. So, I am not going into too much detail; it
has been written in detail. We know that at a dinner
organized by the Association of Professionals of Sri
Lankan Origin held in April 2012 at the Grange City
Hotel, Tower Hill, London, to coincide with the Annual
General Meeting, Sir Desmond de Silva who was the
Guest Speaker, actually justified the killing of 40,000
Tamil civilians. He had said that the killing of 40,000
Tamil civilians by the Sri Lankan security forces in order
to liberate 300,000 Tamils held by the LTTE, cannot be
called a war crime. So, that is his opinion. But, that makes
him a bias party in a very sensitive issue like this. But,
what is not known is, Sir Desmond de Silva has also been
accused of whitewashing not only the Sri Lankan
Government but even the British Government, especially
over one of the most controversial killings in Northern
Ireland, the murder of Patrick Finucane in 1989. He was
killed by a loyalist gunmen and the British Government
actually appointed a one-man commission under Sir
Desmond de Silva to look into this matter and according
to an article in "The Guardian” newspaper published in
London, his wife, Geraldine Finucane denounced the
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Report by Sir Desmond de Silva on the assassination of
her husband and called Sir Desmond de Silva’s Report,
“Report of the Patrick Finucane Review” - that is the
name the of the report which was presented to the British
Parliament in 2012 - a “sham” and a “whitewash”. I will
table* that article.

According to the “The Guardian” of 12™ December,
2012, she is quoted as saying - this is very interesting - I
quote:

“ “It’s a report into which we have had no input,” she said. * The
British government has engineered a suppression of the truth
behind the murder of my husband. At every turn it is clear that
this report has done exactly what was required - to give the
benefit of the doubt to the state, its cabinet and ministers, to the
army, to the intelligence services and to itself.’

‘At every turn, dead witnesses have been blamed and defunct
agencies found wanting. Serving personnel and active state
departments appear to have been excused.’

'The dirt has been swept under the carpet without any serious
attempt to lift the lid on what really happened to Pat and so many
others."

I am still quoting Mrs. Finucane. She states:

" 'This report is a sham, this report is a whitewash, this report is a
confidence trick dressed up as independent scrutiny and given
invisible clothes of reliability. But most of all, most hurtful and
insulting of all, this report is not the truth.'"

So, despite the stature we expected from him, when
you go deeper into it, this honourable gentleman, this
Knight of Queen Elizabeth II, has been accused before in
his own country of whitewashing the government of the
day and of hiding the truth. I would like to table* this
article published in "The Guardian" newspaper of London
dated 12" December, 2012.

Of course, I would say the lesser-known backgrounds
of the other two advisers were also important in
understanding the real motives of the Presidential
Proclamation. So, Geoffrey Nice, QC, a Professor of Law
at Gresham College is an expert on head of state
immunity. & Bwesfes’, 0ddd 588 Busy ydocnr Cosys
06e® YBBe ©8@dTVews oCImed 95 YLBIHE
Sedvrews.

This is what is very important. I do not know whether
it was mentioned before. According to reports which he
himself has admitted, he was contacted by Libya’s
Muammar Gaddafi in the last days of his reign when he
was referred to the International Criminal Court and he
did not get a chance to represent Gaddafi, because

* galmmeed D .
* prefleweViiglel sweusBLILIL. (BEITENS).
* Placed in the Library.

Gaddafi was killed before anything could be done.

According to the "Daily FT" dated 24™ July, 2014, he
presented an application to the Court concerning the
violation of Saif Gaddafi’s human rights, the son of
Gaddafi who is now being held by, I believe, certain
rebels in one part of the country and this is the man who
was chosen by the Gaddafi family to protect the dictator
and the dictator’s sons and all these details are given here
in detail.

Sir, how much more time have I got?

Bewdes 02 ©wisBn®
(ewdsaier Lrsls sallereri euiser)
(Mr. Deputy Chairman of Committees)
You have only two more minutes.

OO Do BOSBC Dwm

(woressryfl@ wiiger Fwrefr)

(The Hon. Mangala Samaraweera)

Of course, the background of the second expert, Dr.
David Michael Crane, is even more interesting because
this gentleman was actually criticized in 2010 after he
allegedly played down the violence and the regime’s role
in Guinea in the incident where over 100 odd opposition
supporters were killed in a sports stadium in Guinea. Dr.
Crane was one of the two war crimes specialists who was
hired by the President Moussa Dadis Camara who now
stands accused by the UN Commission of Inquiry for the
responsibility of the massacre of 156 people on 28"
September, 2009. But, what is very interesting here is,
Hon. Colleagues, that finally Dr. Crane managed to
absolve the President of the crimes and place the
responsibility lower down on the military, lower down on
the chain of command. Therefore, Dr. Crane has
experience of saving the kins of dictators facing war
crime charges and pinning the blame further down.
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Bewdss 02 ©wisBn®o
(swssaier LUrgls salsreari Seuigsr)
(Mr. Deputy Chairman of Committees)
Thank you, Hon. Member.

O Do BOSBS ®wmo

(oressryfl@ whiger Fwrafr)

(The Hon. Mangala Samaraweera)

Sir, please give me two more minutes.
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come cheap. I do not know how much they are being paid
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(Mr. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Hon. Member, you have only one more minute.
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(The Hon. Sajith Premadasa)
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Hon. Minister, please wind up now. Your time is up.
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Order, please! The Hon. Deputy Speaker will now
take the Chair.
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MG 68 O BNGBE DV

(oressTfl@ rall SmesTTHTWSS)
(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)
Sir, I rise to a point of Order.

Bewdss G506 )
(Nrdé FuTBTWST Sj6uTdsr)
(The Deputy Speaker)

What is your point of Order?

MO 68 O BNGB% DV

(oressTfl@ rafl SmesTTHTWSS)

(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)

Sir, I am forewarning that the proceedings are going
on even without the Quorum. We will allow it to go on,
but remember that there is no Quorum in the House.

Bewdss 005065
(Nrdé suTBTWST SjeuTssr)
(The Deputy Speaker)

Are you raising it?

MO 68 G BB DV

(rewrLfl@ rall &@enTTBTidsds)

(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)

We are not raising it in order to show the decency of
the Opposition.

@0 (B8 w) 8. 9. 88 ®wmo
(wrewrfl@ (Currdflwir) of.etev. 1Filsrv)
(The Hon. (Prof.) G.L. Peiris)

I am about to wind up. - [Interruption.]

Bewdss 05065

(Nrgld FUTHTWST HjeuTdsT)

(The Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Azwer, please sit down; do not disturb. ®c;
$OBR® B> BB,



249 3085Be®snd 250

@0 (99908 @) 8. 9. B8eS ©wvwmo

(wressryll@ (Burrdifwir) of.etsv. LFiflsiv)

(The Hon. (Prof.) G.L. Peiris)
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®©0 98.8. 3®sIBSsT Swmo
(omeTLyLfl@ 6TiD.6y. SriofbglredT)
(The Hon. M.A. Sumanthiran)
Sir, I rise to a point of Order.

Bewfss D206

(Nrgld FuThrLET j6uider)

(The Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Sumanthiran, what is your point of Order?

@6 98.8. 1305IBST ®wmo

(omevorLyLll@ 6TiD.6y. &rLoBHBlTeir)

(The Hon. M.A. Sumanthiran)

There is no Quorum in the House. I am raising it.

@0 (09908 k) 8. 5. BeS ®wmo

(wressryfl@ (Currdifwi) of.etsv. Fiflerv)

(The Hon. (Prof.) G.L. Peiris)

All right, Sir. If you want to stop the Debate, that is
fine. But, | was asked a question and I was answering it.
If you do not want the reply, then let it be on record that I
was answering the questions put to me by the Opposition
and in order to stifle the Debate, wes yoemw BEde¢
yadme On m»S Bedmn.

Thank you very much, Hon. Deputy Speaker. This is
the Government's reply to the Debate on this occasion.

G E®eszd 8, et e3®@» Ses.
aflsorir B sLILIL (B) 61Dy G TeTaTLIIL LS.
Question put, and agreed to.

20880®27290 5O ¢zmmcEd ¢. w. 6.20 O, 2014 gowdiln
07 0 QuwedesBoes . wo. 1.00 02 enzwl »& Sode.

ey 6.20 wefliseg urgrepwsrpw, 2014 gpsevl 07,
alwmpsalpsmw .o, 1.00 wenflsausnr pbslswaudssiin’ L g.

Adjourned accordingly at 6.20 p.m. until 1.00 p.m. on Thursday,
07th August, 2014.
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