228 0 medRw - 8 O mEosw 2014 gewddn 22 O 8Bmcic
CsTE3 228 - @ev. 8 2014 gasevl 22, Qeusiren&alpenio
Volume 228 - No. 8 Friday, 22nd August, 2014

)ECe®@nIy B

(691253'6535)
LTI T @RHLO6TM 66 TS5 MBIdk 6T
(amesraFmi)
PARLIAMENTARY DEBATES

(HANSARD)

BE DrEMD

B BTT HMden
OFFICIAL REPORT

(goad@» Bown /Ulswy SmssiiLrag /Uncorrected)






asImnEon yhs ®Oren

Bedem:
“8” 303 a0 65800 : @Bedm 20018m BT

yEDHOEO D2dm 88nd;

0308 OEMO ¢ ® 2o®sT g5y g !
eddm ¢8ldm @i ewr 88Hient

eadm yIRG :
@6 (©Da8w) &.8. 9683 s

DCEHe® erfdsnd:
OV S0 ewdBsn HOW

Urgmesr 2_eirerL_ga1d

Splailliyseir:
Blewevs @ ‘L' : Cueudla o miliflerissr

aflaTTE s @@ aumiicpey aflenL_ge6r

Sefl 9 Plaflssevepev aflerr:
pariflwii CFLOVTL BIFWGS6IT H6UMTEIT W& WITEHEHH

WIS TLIG & TLOT6TID:
wrer i@ (Currdfwir) er.af. srefr

pdslensuriys NCyyenesr:

2 10T QT UsT@eTTS & SIL_L LD,

PRINCIPAL CONTENTS

ANNOUNCEMENTS:
Standing Committee “B”: Additional Members

ORAL ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS

QUESTION BY PRIVATE NOTICE:
Misappropriation of Employees’ Provident Fund

VOTE OF CONDOLENCE:
Hon. (Prof.) A.V. Suraweera

ADJOURNMENT MOTION:
Uma Oya Multi-Purpose Project






971

208Ee®53nD
LIT T T (§7H LDEIT M LD
PARLIAMENT

2014 gowdety 22 O Bzpoag
2014 gpamev’ 22, Glausirallss]pemn
Friday, 22nd August, 2014

a. 00. 1.300 2:88e8xnd ded Be.
Bewdss mOsnemn® [0 05320 Sdeml ®nm)
Gotsz¥007d Bes.
umrgrepwerpd Li.u. 1.30 wellshg s gn iy wid).
LT BIF FUTBTWET yeuiser [wrealleg FHslw ofrselsmy]
BEWEVEWLD MBI G5TIT 60T,
The Parliament met at 1.30 p.m.,

MR. DEPUTY SPEAKER [THE HON. CHANDIMA
WEERAKKODY?] in the Chair.
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(The Hon. Nimal Siripala de Silva - Minister of Irrigation

and Water Resources Management and Leader of the House

of Parliament)
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asked the Minister of Higher Education:

(@  Will he state -

(i) the number of members of the academic
staff who serve in the University of Sri
Jayewardenepura, at present;

(ii)  the number of students who study in this
university at present; and

(iii)  the value of the total provisions allocated
for the aforesaid university for the year
20127
(b)  Will he inform this House -

(i) whether the provisions allocated as
mentioned above are sufficient to address
the shortages and the deficiencies that exist
in the university;

(i) whether there is a development plan,
formulated for the development of the said
university; and

(iii)  if so, of the programmes incorporated in the
plan?

(c) Ifnot, why?
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asked the Minister of Higher Education:

(@  Will he inform this House of -

(i) the number of employees belonging to each
non-academic staff working at the State
universities by the end of July 2013,
separately;

(i) the minimum salaries pertaining to the
recruitment of employees to the non-
academic staffs of universities;

(iii)  the manner in which the salary increments
of the non-academic employees have been
formed;

(iv) the different amounts paid as allowances
pertaining to the non-academic employees
of different levels; and

(v) the number of vacancies prevailing in the
non-academic staff at present?

(b)  If not, why?
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asked the Prime Minister and Minister of Buddha
Sasana and Religious Affairs:

(@  Will he state -

(i) whether a private land has been taken over
by the Urban Development Authority, to be
provided to the Russian Embassy;

(if)  the basis on which the said taking over has
been done;

(iii)  the total extent of the land to be provided
for the Russian Embassy;

(iv) whether it is ethical to take over private
lands and sell the same to other institutions;
and

(v) whether it is possible under the current law
to utilize the lands taken over, for some
other purpose than a public purpose?

(b) Will he also state the amount paid as
compensation to the former residents of the said
lands after taking over the same?

() Ifnot, why?
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asked the Minister of Health:
(@  Will he state -

(i) the nature of the role of a nutritionist in
provision of medical treatments;

(if)  the number of nutritionists that must be in
service in the field of healthcare;

(iii) the number of nutritionists working in
government hospitals at present;
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(iv) the reason for not recruiting nutritionists to
fulfill the requirement at the government
hospitals to date; and

(v) whether action will be taken to recruit
immediately the number of nutritionists
required to provide better service to the
patients?

(b)  If not, why?
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(@) @erCmed, ersir?

asked the Minister of Higher Education:
(@  Will he state -

(i) the year in which the University of
Moratuwa was founded;

(if) the founders of the aforesaid university;
and

(iif)  the number of students who study in the
aforesaid university at present ?

(b)  Will he inform this House -

(i) the amount of money allocated for the
University of Moratuwa for the year 2012;

(i) the amount by which the aforesaid
allocations have been increased or reduced
in comparison to the allocation made for

the aforesaid university in the year 2011;
and

(iii) whether sufficient allocations have been
made to provide a qualitative education for
the students of the University of
Moratuwa ?

(c) Ifnot, why?
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FOREIGN TRIPS OF POLITICIANS/PUBLIC SERVANTS : MONEY
SPENT BY SRI LANKAN EMBASSIES
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(=) @HTCLD, eysir?

asked the Minister of External Affairs:
Will he state -

@)

(b)

(i)

(ii)

(iii)
(iv)
()

(vi)

whether Sri Lankan Embassies have to
spend money out of Embassy funds to
cover up the expenses of politicians or
Public servants, when they go overseas;

if so, the total amount spent by the relevant
Embassies for such expenses for the last six
years annually;

the purpose of making the aforesaid
payments;

whether reasons for such payments are
personal or official;

if those are on personal reasons, the persons
to whom the payments were made; and

the dates on which such payments were
made and the reasons for payments?

If not, why?
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rg) sjemweeir)

(The Hon. Neomal Perera - Deputy Minister of External

Affairs)

Sir, on behalf of the Minister of External Affairs, |
answer the Question.

)] (i) No. The Ministry had issued circular
instructions to all Missions not to incur any
expenditure to cover the expenses of

politicians or Public servants.
(i)  Not applicable.
(iii)  Not applicable.
(iv) Not applicable.
(v) Not applicable.
(vi) Not applicable.
(b)  Does not arise.

®©35; 68 WS EI5NB2 W™

(oreryfl@ rall &@mewTTHTWSS)

(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)

Hon. Deputy Minister, | am astonished that you gave
such an answer. | do not want to reveal the names of our
Colleagues in Parliament, whose expenses had been
covered up. But, | can say with authority that your
Mission in Washington has spent more than US Dollars 2
million, reimbursing expenses of Members of Parliament
who had been there. The Mission in Thailand, has spent
over US Dollars 200,000. I am wondering whether there
is a concealment of information in this House. If you
saying such a thing, you have to name it. This is what is
called misrepresentation to Parliament. | would greatly
appreciate if a more truthful answer is given before we
come up with names. At that time, it would be
embarrassing for you for saying that expenditure was not
incurred.

05 Bewd®E esedch ®nmn

(wrevwryfl@ BCwrwred QuGryT)

(The Hon. Neomal Perera)

The Ministry had issued circulars instructing all
Missions not to incur any expenditure to cover up the
expenses of politicians or Public servants. Still, if there
are any exigencies, the embassies do pay. But, those have
to be reimbursed by the relevant Ministries or
departments. We have not allocated any funds for the
payment of expenses of Ministers or Public servants. But,
we make advances in cases of exigencies and those are
reimbursed on a case-by-case basis.

®G; 68 WS E5NW2 Owm0

(orenTfl@ rafl &HenTTHTWSS)

(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)

Sir, my intention to raise the question is this. There is
no such allocation for the Ministry to get reimbursed in
any area, not on a permanent basis, but to be reimbursed.

I did not say that you absorb it into your Ministry. There
should be an allocation to do so. But, there have been
such instances.

®F Bewd®E euelc ®vm

(orevsryLfl@ HGwmomred QuGryT)

(The Hon. Neomal Perera)

Hon. Member, whether it is from the Ministry of
External Affairs, the Ministry of Health or Parliament,
when you all go to a country and if there is any exigency,
we advance money and then get it reimbursed on the
instructions of the relevant Ministry or department. We
do not allocate money as such and we have not done it for
such reasons.
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(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)

Sir, in that case, | have to ask from the Hon. Deputy
Minister my third Supplementary Question, this way. To
the United Kingdom, two Ministers had gone and their
entertainment expenditure was borne by the Embassy and
that particular Ambassador was unable to take clients out
for the simple reason that that had happened. | know it is
an ongoing situation. | cannot understand why the Hon.
Deputy Minister is saying that it is not happening when
an Ambassador does not have US Dollars 1,000 for
entertainment of clients in the country that he represents.

©0 Bewd®E esedc ®nm

(worenryflg BGwmwmsd QuGTyT)

(The Hon. Neomal Perera)

Hon. Member, it cannot be so because if it is for the
Ministry of External Affairs, we allocate money from
Colombo if there is any emergency or any exigencies.
But, if it is for any other Ministry, we get prior approval
and collect the money from the relevant Ministries. But,
they do not use their own funds. If they use their funds, it
is up to them. Otherwise, they can get prior approval and
spend the funds.

®C; 08 G €925¥032 D0

(orevsrfl@ Tall & @enrTHTidas)

(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)

I will not reveal the names of my Colleagues. But,
owing to the misuse of funds, | will ensure that those are
sent to you on a confidential note and | would like an
honest answer. If you do not do that, it will be publicized
in Parliament.

Bewdess mSr1znemn®s

(Nrlé FuThTWST SjeuTdsr)

(The Deputy Speaker)
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(The Hon.Victor Antony - Deputy Minister of Coconut
Development and Janatha Estate Development)
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asked the Minister of Education:

(@  Will he state -

(i) whether he is aware of the problematic
situation that arose in applying to the
Colleges of Education due to the Z-score
crisis in the year 2011;

(i) whether gazette notifications have been
issued with regard to the enrolment of
students to Colleges of Education;

(iif)  the numbers and the dates of the aforesaid
gazette notifications;

(iv) the content of the aforesaid gazette
notifications;

(v) the number of applications received for the
Colleges of Education by now; and

(vi) the number of applicants who have been
called for interviews out of the aforesaid
number of applicants?

(b)  If not, why?
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(The Hon. Mohan Lal Grero - Deputy Minister of
Education)
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SRI LANKAN EMBASSY IN UNITED STATES AND HEDGES
STRATEGIES COMPANY: TRANSACTIONS
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asked the Minister of External Affairs:
(@  Will he inform this House -

(i)

(ii)
(iii)

(iv)

whether the Sri Lankan Embassy in the
United States had dealings with the
company named Hedges Strategies in the

years 2010, 2011and 2012;

if so, the period during which such
transactions have taken place;

the task or tasks accomplished through such
transactions;

the benefits derived from them;
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(vi)

(vii)

the value of the payments made for the said
transactions;

the expenditure Head under which funds
were allocated for this purpose; and

if agreements have been entered into with
that company, whether such agreements
will be tabled?

(b)  Ifnot, why?
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asked the Minister of Agriculture:
(@  Will he inform this House -

(i)

(i)

(iii)

whether Sri Lanka expects to export rice to
foreign countries in future;

if so, whether the seed paddy which is
needed to produce the rice required by the
foreign market is produced in the country at
present; and

if so, the names of the farms which produce
that seed paddy?
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(b)  Will he also inform this House -

(i) whether the varieties of Basmathi produced
in Sri Lanka have been tendered to the local
market;

(if)  whether action has been taken to provide a
higher price to the produce of the farmers
who cultivate varieties of Basmathi;

(iii)  if so, the price paid for the Basmathi variety
of rice; and

(vi) whether a government centre has been
established to purchase the varieties of
Basmathi so produced?

(c) Ifnot, why?
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(The Hon. Sarana Gunawardena - Deputy Minister of

Petroleum Industries)
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this country, Mahela Jayawardena, a former captain of
our cricket team. | think there is a request to issue a stamp
in honour of him. | would also recommend that.
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(The Hon. Vasudeva Nanayakkara - Minister of National

Languages and Social Integration)
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(swssefler Lrsls sallsrari Seuissr)

(Mr. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

I wish to associate myself with the sentiments
expressed by both sides of the House on the death of
Hon. (Prof.) A.V. Suraweera, ex-Member of Parliament. |
shall direct the Secretary-General of Parliament to send
copies of the Official Report, Hansard, relevant to the
Meeting, to the members of the bereaved family.

DEI OO

hBemaui]
ADJOURNMENT

o0 B8t esebch vm (880 etddr a@imsn®0)

(oreryfl@ Felldsan QuBrym - Feps Cremoussr ELFFIT)

(The Hon. Felix Perera - Minister of Social Services)

@0 Bewdes m0m ©90sB3n0B, "sibEe®nd &Y
BE D100 ¥re'"8 ® ewddm DIBo.

G wwf@d oz &
leaTir 6T(HFHMIDLILIGIIDD .
Question proposed.

Bewdss m0m ewisBn®

(swssefler Lrsls sallsrari Seuissr)

(Mr. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

The Adjournment Motion is to be moved by the Hon.
Alhaj A.H.M. Azwer. Before he starts, will an Hon.
Member propose the Hon. R. Yogarajan to take the
Chair?
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(LomeTLLll@ VAN TE 67.6TF.6TLD. Sy6VV6UIT)

(The Hon. Alhaj A.H.M. Azwer)

| propose that the Hon. R. Yogarajan do now take the
Chair.

@0 @8.408.8. g8udesa® ®wm
(orenryfl@ Ce.oyi.if. @MwIGL L)
(The Hon. J.R.P. Sooriyapperuma)

E8sY 6480 oz &

2 CLomBlG i
Seconded.

g 58wz 8, s ®@m Se.
aflearir ABSHLILIL (B sTHmIsCIETeTenTLILIL L Y.
Question put, and agreed to.

GO Bewdss mcm ©wisdn® Gmemecs) b
Gewy, o6 8. ewdndes? Bwme Gewzrc;ed Sw.
sar UG, ~ Gwssallar  LrEls  sallsreri
YsBTTFSSlatlarm ysCa, wrelle i, CuirsrTesiT

YU T

YU HET FEMVWLD )BT H6N.
Whereupon MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN OF COMMITTEES left
the Chair, and THE HON. R. YOGARAJAN took the Chair.

Ssrn0it) OIFno

(sewevensTHIGL ° MILLNETT SyouTder)

(The Presiding Member)

Hon. Alhaj A.H.M. Azwer, you may proceed now.

C®®w Y86 ewlLrn HOa
2 10T QuIT LITETTHGHSG SIL_L Lb
UMA OYA MULTI-PURPOSE SCHEME

@0 gl 8.00.08. 23Dl Swmo
(LomeTLLll@ VAN TE 67.6TF.6TLD. Sy6VV6UIT)
(The Hon. Alhaj A.H.M. Azwer)

Bismillahir Rahmanir Raheem.

Mr. Presiding Member, | am very happy to address the
House when you are in the Chair.

| move,

"A mega-development project that is being implemented in the hill
country in this era is the Uma Oya Multi-Purpose Scheme. The
beginning of this scheme dates back to 1953 and it had not been
completed as successive governments had to change the project
plans on five occasions.

But, under the Mahinda Chintana Programme of His Excellency the
President Mahinda Rajapaksa, the dream of that project is becoming
a reality. It is moved that this Assembly be informed of the
following:

i.  The purpose of the Uma Oya Multi-Purpose Scheme
ii.  The areas covered by it

iii.  The benefits accrued to the people through this scheme™
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Sir, | table* the Sinhala and the Tamil versions of this
Motion to be included in Hansard.

Be®pw On DID G¢ eWIEENed Hwe w1 o¢®¢

8808wz,
FUTLTL_ G0 ewausasLii L LIGTrenswruilsr FIBIser wpm/w Hiusp
Clomyflel i Liryssir.
Sinhala and Tamil versions of Motion tabled.
"megmoed P good PHw®m 0085 wOBm aB OI»
2050 OmaBen O5iesy @6 dPDBE ewldsn HBWE.e®
ewldmn HOed gpod®we 1953 ¢dfth 2edm and, wdB cBwess
o DO DB CE® edme BZOD BcdO Hw O
©8(S g BBOD emv B & ar».

dous eBeo Exnius O8sT vee OBneed O8sie dxins
D RwOHD wdew a¢ O® ewldmn HOeS B8ma wi@; e08sT woB.
o0 BEIeD sun wcysl mOe 8OITVewWs’ e®® wwId HOs
BB g4¢ey B OO ewddsn ®SS.

i c®Rw dymde el HOed maSwwss.
i 9y pddemw O yeda.
iii. 8572000 8823 Gred» gowlss."

"B 1960 FFLI BTVGHD WL 1peOmLILIBSSLIIL (G UHHDTD
s uriflw oy ilelmssls swmassl L wrs allarsiges) 2 or @uir
USTCTTS &g B L 1OTEGLD. 19539416 Y1) BGHN 1 1h
Yot ssLI G BsTmyauswr B 6lrvsuCsr®), oy Aulalmps
YT FIBIS BIBET 255/ BL_eD6UBET BBEBIL LG sne0T
wrppluedwgseowurs) @SB 1 SensS Frrs  plawmCaumm
@1y waflsbsmsv.

sreoflagth  sorurSalBES GumLiy. Sl L 1), YBICLBSEG LI0TTSILIS]
W% TAEILIFNG gyauiserlsir wanlhs Sl gBener
BopsAs) 1 gBlsis1h Gty pleopCapmri’ }) GHpss. Bl
uptlw  eareuggd ol wsissr  Glgr_ille)  affllijerig L 6D
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ii. Bl53N 1 G&I60 2_sirewt_ds L@ LT GsFBIseT

iii. 1055 EH5S B)BHTEPVLD FlenL_d@Lh LiwesTHeT"

Sir, this is a very important irrigation scheme that is
going to help a large number of people in this country by
supplying water and electricity. It will also enable a large
number of people to be resettled in the new areas that will
be created as a result of this scheme.

Sir, this country is blessed with natural resources:
water, forestry, gem, fish and various other natural
produces. We should be happy that this Government is
taking steps in the right direction in order to complete not
only this irrigation scheme but various other schemes as
well. These are the praiseworthy irrigational schemes
initiated by this Government and carried forward. Of
course, we must pay tribute to our able, affable Minister,
the Hon. Nimal Siripala de Silva, under whose leadership,
- of course, blessed by His Excellency the President -
schemes such as Moragahakanda and Kaluganga
Reservoir Project, Yan Oya Project, Diversion of
Mahaweli Project, Talpitigala Reservoir Project, Dam
Safety and Water Resources Planning Project, Lower
Malwathu Oya Multisector Development Project, Deduru
Oya Reservoir Project, Kivul Oya Reservoir
Development Project, Kubukkan Oya Reservoir Project,
Welioya Integrated Development Project, Weheragala



1037

[061 @Cwed &.00.00. @eddE Dwmo]

Reservoir  Project, Menikganga Reservoir Project,
Mahaweli Consolidation Project, Morana Reservoir
Project, Kalugal Oya Project, Digili Oya Reservoir
Project and Gal Oya Navodaya Project, have been
implemented.

Sir, | should add a personal note because when the Gal
Oya Scheme was started by the late Hon. D.S.
Senanayake, my father-in-law, the late Mr. M.M.A.
Sameem was recruited as the first storekeeper of the Gal
Oya Valley Irrigation Project.

| think the family of the Hon. P. Dayaratna - who is
still with us in Parliament - knows that our family resided
there and helped the project in a great way. Also, at this
moment, my mind goes back to several years where we
had Mr. M. M. Ismail, one of the greatest engineers, well-
versed in the irrigation system, was in charge of the Gal
Oya Development Project.

Then, Sir, the Rideemaliyadda Integrated
Development Project and Rambakan Oya Multi-purpose
Irrigation Project are also major schemes meant to
develop the country like the well-integrated highway
network, not only from Colombo to Hambantota or from
Colombo to Katunayake but throughout the country.
Hon. R. Yogarajan, you, as a person coming from the
Plantation Sector, would appreciate the work undertaken
by the Government to construct a highway from Colombo
to Kandy, which would ease the traffic to a great extent.

Now, Sir, what is “Mahinda Chintana”? This is the
“Mahinda Chintana.”. The development of the country
and bringing back the pristine glory to our motherland is
really the “Mahinda Chintana”. But, sometimes, the Hon.
Members of the Opposition ridicule this because they do
not want development in this country; they want
destruction. Even yesterday, an Hon. Member brought in
an Adjournment Moation. He wanted to take it up early.
Our Leader of the House and others present at the Party
Leaders’ Meeting are large-hearted and permitted it to be
taken up. Even before such a scheme is drawn up and
presented and the relevant sections repealed, they bring in
a Motion; they are putting the cart before the horse. But,
anyway it was debated. Yesterday, it was told in plain
Sinhala language, »®=ed ©exn® o - identity card &z=-
2CBsY A OB v eDsTes] EIOE? HEFBOE WICewd
D08 s e0sIery. BB wnmend HOB vw DT, BE)
moewd HOB ww edxTensy. GO0 ewIt YW edOE WD
g0 D8 Ju B gFexw. od88 dw & gred Bosino
©0@08wsy OB PO gl BwsInHrd BIL 0D,

Coming back to the Uma Oya Multi-purpose
Development Project, Sir, Uma Oya which is one of the
major tributaries of the Mahaweli River is the major water
source of the Rantambe Reservior. The key objective of
the Uma Oya Multi-purpose Development Project is to
transfer water from this river to the Lunugamwehera
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Reservoir and provide for development projects in the
Hambantota District. This Project was first drafted by the
Central Engineering Consultancy Bureau in 1991.

Sir, | must say a word about the Central Engineering
Consultancy Bureau. It is one of the best institutions
equipped with knowledgeable people. It is a reservoir of
brain - | should say - because they have undertaken
several projects successfully and without the aid and
assistance of any foreign intelligence or expertise they are
able to carry out this project progressively so that the
country stands to benefit in a large way.

When the Uma Oya Multi-purpose Development
Project proposal was submitted to the Asian
Development Bank for financial provisions, it was
rejected due to violation of water rights of the people by
this trans-basin  water diversion and technical
inadequacies. When you go for this type of help,
sometimes they pick holes so that the aid will not be
forthcoming. Then, with the involvement of the
Government of Iran - that we must remember - an
agreement was signed between the existing Governments
of the two countries.

The foundation stone of the Uma Oya Multi-purpose
Development Project was laid in Alikota-Ara,
Wellawaya, at the auspicious time of 10.00 a.m. on 29"
April, 2008 under the patronage of the former Prime
Minister, the Hon. Ratnasiri Wickramanayaka - who is a
Senior Minister in the House today highly respected by
not only the Parliamentarians but people of all segments
in the country - and Mr. Meer Rasami, Minister of
Economic Affairs and Finance of Iran.

There is a salient feature about this project. Its
objectives are very much welcome. There are several
objectives of the project including generation of
hydropower, irrigation, provision of drinking water, and
provision of water for industrial activities providing
water for the second international airport at the industrial
zone in Hambantota.
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The greatest bowler produced in the cricket world,
Muttiah Muralitharan, does not consider himself a Tamil,
or a Sinhalese or a Muslim. He carries the flag of Sri
Lanka whenever he goes all over the world. This is what
we should do. This is what the people who have gone to
New Delhi also should do. They must learn patriotism
from Mrs. Sushma Swaraj and come. The Hon. R.
Sampanthan, the Hon. M.A. Sumanthiran, the Hon.
Selvam Adaikkalanathan and others must learn that from
India. The Indians always say, “We are Indians”. When
India and Pakistan play in cricket matches, the Indians say
"Jai Hind" and the Pakistanis say “Zindabad”. Not a
single Indian, whether he be a Hindu, a Muslim, a
Keralite or a Kannada, will ever say "Zindabad". They
would always say “Jai Hind”. ¢=32w@00 »08 & evEcss
500w e WO @Y.

What do these Parliamentarians who have gone to
India expect Prime Minister Modi to do? That is high
level politics; let them decide. But, they can learn
something about patriotism: how we should be patriotic to
the country that we are born. We drink the water here; we
eat rice and other things produced by the Mother Earth of
this country and we will die and be buried here. So, why
do you have to go internationally?

Sir, 1 have a book here well-documented by Mr.
M.1.M. Mohideen. He is a well-versed surveyor and the
Executive Director of Al-Ceylan Muslim Documentation
Centre. In a book, he states, "We are quite aware that the
internationalization alone will not bring practical solution
to the problems faced by the Muslims in Sri Lanka”. He
has documented many problems faced by the Muslims
and the damages caused to certain places. But, still, he
emphasizes the fact that internationalization will not bring
any practical solution to the problem faced by the
Muslims or, for that matter, the Tamils and the others. It
is imperative to work out special programmes and
negotiations aimed at providing a durable settlement of
our grievances with other communities and the
Government, based on the principles of equality and
natural justice.

Yesterday, there was a news report in the “Sudar Oli”
stating that Mr. Gotabaya Rajapaksa has said that some
Muslims here are trying to get international support for
terrorism. That cannot be allowed. Our great leaders have
taught us self-reliance; to rely on the country that you
born and the people with whom you are living. We have
lived here for centuries in peaceful coexistence with the
Sinhalese. Even today, that is happening. Yesterday or the
day before, there was a book-launch at the BMICH on the
public life of Mr. U.L.M. Farook titled "go ecsswem
noiemIdg eBimae.
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Question put, and agreed to.
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Adjourned accordingly at 5.19 p.m. until 1.00 p.m. on Tuesday,
09th September, 2014.
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