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The Parliament met at 1.00 p.m.
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(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena - Minister of Water Supply
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Bill ordered to be read a Second time upon Tuesday, 23rd
September, 2014.
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(The Hon. A.H.M. Fowzie - Minister of Urban Affairs)

Hon. Deputy Speaker, I present a petition received
from Mr. W.M. Botheju of No. 2/A, Perera Mawatha,
Kotuwegoda, Rajagiriya.
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(The Hon. Felix Perera - Minister of Social Services)
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(The Hon. Susantha Punchinilame - Deputy Minister of
Economic Development)
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Petitions ordered to be referred to the Committee on Public
Petitions.
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ORAL ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS
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SRI LANKA TRANSPORT BOARD : PROFIT/ LOSS
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asked the Minister of Transport:

(a) Will he state, pertaining to the Sri Lanka
Transport Board -

(i) the profit or loss for the year 2012, and to
date;

(if) the profit or loss projected for the years
2015-2016;

(iif)  the capital and reserves as at today;

(iv) the number of people working in the
institution;
(v) whether it is overstaffed or understaffed,

(vi) the cost per employee and profit per
employee; and

(vii) the total of short term debt along with the
bank overdrafts, medium and long term
debts as at today?

(b) Ifnot, why?
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asked the Prime Minister and Minister of Buddha

Sasana and Religious Affairs:

(a)  Will he inform this House -

(i) the number of approved officers for the
official staff of the President of Sri Lanka;

(i)  the cadre of the official staff of the present
President;
(iii)  separately, each of the positions and the

relevant responsibilities of the aforesaid
staff;

(iv) separately, the names, educational
qualifications and other qualifications of
those holding the aforesaid posts;

(v) the salary, other allowances and the
facilities granted for the aforesaid staff;
(vi) accordingly, the total cost borne on behalf

of the President's official staff during the
past three years; and

(vii) whether a satisfactory service has been
rendered by the above staff in comparison
with that cost?

(b) Ifnot, why?
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asked the Minister of Environment and Renewable
Energy:

(@)  Is he aware that -

() about 30 unauthorized and illegal granite
quarries are operated within the forest
reserve of Kantalai and within the
sanctuary where the Navy site is located in
the Trincomalee District;
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(i) plans are underway to start again the
currently suspended large scale granite
quarry located within the Kantalai forest
reserve in Galmetiyawa Grama Niladhari
Division  which  belongs to the
Thambalagamuwa Divisional Secretary's
Division; and

(iii) a powerful female politician of the area is
exerting heavy pressure on Government
officials demanding permission for that?

(b)  Will he inform this House -

(i) whether he admits that operating granite
quarries by clearing forests in violation of
Fauna and Flora Protection Ordinance is
illegal as well as highly damaging to the
environment;

(i)  if so, whether measures will be taken to stop
these illegal actions; and

(iii)  if so, the date by which it will be done?
(b) Ifnot, why?
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asked the Minister of Environment and Renewable
Energy:

(a)  Will he inform this House -

() whether a large extent of land, on the
western slope of the Pidurutalagala Range,
which is a forest reserve with a high level of
biodiversity, has been cleared to cultivate
potatoes and vegetables;

(if)  if so, the parties that were involved in the
clearing; and

(iif)  the persons who permitted them to do so?
(b)  Ifnot, why?
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(<) @HTCmeb, eysir?

asked the Minister of Education Services:

(a)  Will he state -

(i) the criteria on which the classification of
the schools which are known as isolated
schools was based;

(if) separately, the number of isolated schools
available at present and the number of
students studying in them;

(iii)  separately, the number of students of the
aforesaid schools who received each of the
facilities of additional set of uniform
materials given mid year, free pair of shoes,
a meal consisting of grains, eggs and milk
as proposed in the budget proposal 2013;
and

(iv) the funds spent by the government for that
purpose annually?

(b) Ifnot, why?
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asked the Minister of Local Government and

Provincial Councils:

(i) Is he aware that, in obtaining a copy for a
misplaced vehicle revenue licence, the total licence
fee from the date of loss of such licence to the
remaining period is levied again from the licensee?

(i)  Will he inform this House of the reasons for
levying the total revenue licence fee again for
obtaining a copy of a misplaced licence when the
fee for the revenue licence for the relevant year
had been paid and credited to the Government
revenue?

(¢)  Will he also inform this House -

(1) whether he admits that there is a greater
likelihood of revenue licence printed on an
ordinary paper being damaged or
misplaced; and

(ii) therefore, whether action will be taken to
levy only the cost incurred when issuing a
copy of the revenue licence?

(d) Ifnot, why?
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asked the Minister of Sports:

(@)

(b)

©

(d)

Is he aware that -

() a group of labourers recruited to permanent
service at Rangiri Dambulla International
Cricket Stadium on 28th February, 2006
have been removed from service on 31st
December, 2011;

(i) they have been paid Rs. 250,000.00 as
compensation;

(iif)  Sri Lanka Cricket has given a pledge before
the court that the said workers would be
given priority in filling the vacancies at the
said stadium; and

(iv) despite that pledge, 24 persons of the Civil
Defence Force have been recruited to serve
at that stadium?

Will he table the names of the labourers

mentioned in (a)(i) above?
Will he inform this House -

(i) the total number of employees serving at
that stadium;

(i)  the monthly salary paid to the employees
who were removed from service;

(iii)  the reasons that caused their removal from
service;

(iv)  the date on which a special interview was
held to recruit the personnel mentioned in
(a) (iv) above;

(v) whether he admits that severe injustice has
been caused to the personnel removed from
service as they were not given priority in
recruiting again; and

(vi) if so, the measures that will be taken in that
regard?

If not, why?
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Bewdes 02565

(N FUTBTWST SjeuTds)

(The Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Member, as of practice and procedure, since the
Debate has not been adjourned, it can continue

@G @595y §OCR® Bwmo

(omessryfl @ Ceomeir SLOTgIBIS)

(The Hon. John Amaratunga)

Sir, we will have to have another date for that. There
is an agenda for today.

Bewdes 0565

(Nrdd FUTBTWST SjeuTds)

(The Deputy Speaker)

We cannot move on to another item without a
decision being taken on the Debate that has not been
adjourned.

O e85y gOCR® Bwmo

(omessryfl@ Ceomeir S|LOTIBIS)

(The Hon. John Amaratunga)

What I say is, we have an agenda for today. If you
want to continue with this, you will have to have it on
another day.
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Bewdss 506D
(Nrdlé FuThTLsT S)euider)
(The Deputy Speaker)

No, it is not so.

@G Lexvd endidsy Swmo

(oreryllg HCBewreig @sntouigeor)

(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena)

We will only take five minutes as agreed and we will
get it approved.

Bewduss 215065

(Nrdlé FurhrusT Syeuider)

(The Deputy Speaker)

The House has to take a decision since the debate has
not been adjourned. It was only the House that was
adjourned, not the Debate.

@G Les¥d Qeadidr ®wmo

(omevsr i@ FHCerreiy @ 6mr6uiTHeor)

(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena)

It was the Government’s last Speaker when the House
was adjourned. We are not going to take time. We will
take only five minutes and we will put it to the House.

BewTes 25060

(Nrdld FuThTLST j6uider)

(The Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Azwer, please conclude your speech in five
minutes' time.
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Order read for resuming Adjourned Debate on Question
[09th September]
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"Regulations made by the Minister of Finance and Planning under
Section 20 of the Imports and Exports (Control) Act, No. 1 of 1969
as amended by Act, No. 48 of 1985 and Act, No.28 of 1987 and
published in the Gazette Extraordinary No. 1872/5 of 21st July
2014, which were presented on 19.08.2014, be approved." [The
Hon. (Dr.) Sarath Amunugama]
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it is in the Order Paper and I am entitled to continue with my
speech.

Sir, we have no problem in giving our approval to the
Regulations made by the Minister of Finance and
Planning under Section 20 of the Imports and Exports
(Control) Act, No. 1 of 1969 as amended by Act, No. 48
of 1985 and Act, No. 28 of 1987 and published in the
Gazette Extraordinary No. 1872/5 of 21st July 2014,
which were presented on 19th August, 2014.

These are just simple Regulations. I do not want to

take much of your time. - [Interruption.] I will conclude; I

have been given five minutes. Sir, I have a list, which I
will table, of all the development that has been carried out
by the Government.
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Order, please! The Hon. Deputy Chairman of
Committees will now take the Chair.
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Whereupon MR. DEPUTY SPEAKER left the Chair, and MR.

DEPUTY CHAIRMAN OF COMMITTEES [THE HON.
MURUGESU CHANDRAKUMAR] took the Chair.
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(Mr. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Hon. Kabir Hashim, please allow the Hon. Minister to
speak.
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(Mr. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Hon. Minister, you have two more minutes.
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(The Hon. Lakshman Yapa Abeywardena)
I have been given 45 minutes.
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I have not finished my speech yet. My Deputy
Minister, the Hon. Faiszer Musthapha, is not here. Can I
take a few minutes from his time?
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No, his name is not in the list.
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(Mr. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Hon. Minister, you cannot have 10 more minutes.
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Okay, I will finish my speech.
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(Mr. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Order, please! There is a point of Order being raised
by the Hon. Azwer. What is your point of Order?
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(The Hon. Alhaj A.H.M. Azwer)

Sir, he is misleading the House. 8500 o®m=ios
Bmenc o He is insulting China and the Chinese
Leader. - [Interruption.]
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(Mr. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

I am sorry, that is not a point of Order. Hon. Ajith
P.Perera, you may carry on with your speech.
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Rohitha Abeygunawardana. What is your point of Order?
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Order, please! The Hon. Deputy Speaker will now
take the Chair.
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The Adjournment Motion is to be moved by the Hon.
Lakshman Kiriella.
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Sir, I rise to a point of Order.
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Sir, I rise to a point of Order. I want to substantiate
what the Hon. Prime Minister said.
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must make this Motion null and void and adjourn the
House. We cannot debate it.
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(The Hon. Alhaj A.H.M. Azwer)

Sir, I rise to a point of Order. - [Interruption]

o6 VYOS BEHEE @wmo

(omessrLyfl @ svgagiosT EiflsTsvsv)

(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)

Please sit down. ©®m ed9dwved® D10E; @EE®
$0e® AW 050edd. DHd OT®. MO SWWO® WO
ONBO0.

@G g8 S.90.98. g8dE ®wmo

(omessTLyfl @ DVADTE 67.6TF.6TLD. SeNV6uIT)

(The Hon. Alhaj A.H.M. Azwer)

As a Member of Parliament, I can contravene
anything that is said in Parliament. - [Interruption.]
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(The Hon. D.M. Jayaratne)
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(The Hon. Alhaj A.H.M. Azwer)

Sir, I rise to a point of Order.
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(Nrgld FuTprusT euidser)

(The Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Azwer, what is your point of Order?

@G gCod S.90.98. 808 Owmo

(oTeTLLll@ VAN TE 67.6TF.6TLD. SjeV6uIT)

(The Hon. Alhaj A.H.M. Azwer)

Sir, the problem here is, they call this a horse race and
a horse cart, but the horse is not there. So, the race cannot
be run. What I say is that there are Standing Orders
numbering 142 but it does not stipulate anywhere that you
can discuss about a panatha, an Act of Parliament,
without - [Interruption.]

Bewdss 1506 ®)
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(The Deputy Speaker)

Order, please! ©® BERcd BdmwrsS OO ewewo
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defd® 30 ¢mmed DOmE®E ¢HHO» &Y, @.wo.
4.200 2202 5020 &

ety gywiey Li.. 4.20 wenfl suswr @ewi mlmyssLii (),
BsTBID Y aibLiomulmmy.

Sitting accordingly suspended till 4.20 p.m. and then resumed.
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(The Deputy Speaker)
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Question put, and agreed to.
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Adjourned accordingly at 4.23 p.m. until 1.00 p.m. on Tuesday,
23rd September, 2014, pursuant to the Resolution of this Day.
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asked the Minister of Rehabilitation and Prison

Reforms:

(a)  Will he state -

(i) the number of persons who were sentenced

to death during the period from the year
1989 to 2013; and

3085Be®snd 198

(i) the name and the address of each of the
persons who were sentenced to death
during the aforesaid period, the court by
which the sentence was pronounced, the
date and the case number of each of those
cases?

(b)  Will he inform this House -

(i) out of the aforesaid persons who had been

sentenced to death, of the names and
addresses of those whose punishment has
been reduced to life imprisonment by the
President under the powers vested in him
by the Constitution and the relevant dates
of taking such action; and

(ii) the names and addresses of those who were

granted release under the Presidential
pardon during the periods from the year
1989 to 2005 and from 01.06.2012 to date
and the relevant dates of granting release?

(C) Ifnot, why?
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(The Hon. Chandrasiri Gajadeera - Minister of
Rehabilitation and Prison Reforms)
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(a)

(b)

)

(i)

)

(if)

2,384 persons were sentenced to death
during the period 1989 to 2013.

I regret to inform you that the Department

of Prisons is unable to produce details for
the entire period from 1989, owing to the
documents being very old, beyond 25
years.

However, a list compiled with complete
details of persons who were sentenced to
death from the year 2005 to 2013 and the
names and prisons of the persons who were
sentenced to death from the year 1994 to
2005 is attached hereto as *Annex 01.

The documents which contain details of

prisoners whose punishment has been
reduced to life imprisonment under the
special Presidential pardon from 1989 are
very old, beyond 20 years. Owing to that
reason, the documents have decayed and it
is not possible to produce relevant details
from 1989 to 1999. The list containing
details from the year 2000 to 2013 is
attached hereto as *Annex 02.

I regret to inform you that it is not possible
to produce details from the year 1989 to
1999.

19,986 prisoners from islandwide prisons
were granted release under the Presidential
pardon from the year 2001 to 2005. The list
containing the names and prisons of the
persons who were granted release under the
Presidential pardon during the period 2000
to 2005, and complete details of persons
who were granted release under the
Presidential pardon from 1st June, 2012 is
attached hereto as *Annex 03.
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