230 9 wneddws - 3 O WL 2014 emddl 270 weeo
Qsr@g 230 - @ev. 3 2014 95Crmui 27, ksl dpenLo
Volume 230 - No. 3 Monday, 27th October, 2014

) 5ECe@8iy Dne

(0 Fes®)
LITTTEHLOGTM 66 TS mIdks 6T
(amesramL’)
PARLIAMENTARY DEBATES

(HANSARD)

BE D15

OB BTT W&
OFFICIAL REPORT

(ge@ddn» Bownm /Ulswy SlmssliuL_rsg /Uncorrected)






85I EO® I WS €R

yEORO 18w BEnS,

Bewsbum v emPdun, 2015 — [e¢d» 00z e Emw]
©e¢dn 06 Bwd® - Bdew »E ma® &

BDE 2De® ewrdBrsnd:
“@F 0dd” 5 O» ©OsY G oB®

Urgmesr 2_sirerL_ga10

allesTrésEnd @ suriileps aflenL_gs6r

R815EL_BF FL1L_epevid - 2015 - [paissiiu’ 1L @) rewr_mb preir]
@ reTL_Tid L - alleuTHb RHleweudhs il L g

@sSlemeauiyl LNGrrenesr:
‘wrp@sall’ uflesr LiwesnTd essT(BHID Y TibLILD

PRINCIPAL CONTENTS

ORAL ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS

APPROPRIATION BILL, 2015 — [Second Allotted Day]
Second Reading — Debate Adjourned

ADJOURNMENT MOTION:
Restart of “’Yal Devi”






399

35Ee®s53nd
LIT T T(@VHLDGIT M LD
PARLIAMENT

2014 @wondds& 2702 eg¢o
2014 554G 27, BB1%s1" Hlpswro
Monday, 27th October, 2014

23.92. 9.300 ©288e®xInd ded Be.
DONBHR [06 DOF Goesesates Bwvmo] §Roess2sed Bes.
urgmepwstmn 1p.u. 9.30 wenfls@d dniqwig).
FUTHTWST HjeuTsHeT [Lressrll@ Foe rreusag] emeenio
UHSSHTTSH6IT.

The Parliament met at 9.30 a.m.,

MR. SPEAKER [THE HON. CHAMAL RAJAPAKSA] in the Chair.
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asked the Minister of Postal Services:

(a)  Will he state, pertaining to the Postal Department -
(i) the profit or loss for the year 2012, and to-
date;
(i) the profit or loss projected for the years
2015-2016;
(iif)  the capital and reserves as at today;
(iv) the number of people working in this
institution;
(v) whether it is overstaffed or understaffed,;
(vi) the cost per employee and profit per
employee; and

(vii)
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the total of short-term debt along with the
bank overdrafts, medium and long-term
debts as at today?

(b) Ifnot, why?
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asked the Minister of Highways, Ports and Shipping:
(a)  Will he state -

(i) whether action will be taken to widen and
lay carpet on the Hakmana-Matara Road,

(i) the estimated cost of widening and
developing that road; and

(iii)  the funding sources for this purpose?
(b)  Will he inform this House -

(i) the number of roads in the Matara District
that come under the Road Development
Authority;

(i) whether he is aware that Matara-Hakmana
Road is being developed calling it the
Godagama-Beliatta Highway Access Road;

(iif)  if that road is widened and developed, the
reasons for not developing Godagama-
Akuressa Road as well, which covers a
bigger area;

(iv) whether he is aware that the said road which
had been carpeted seven to eight years
back, is being widened again based on the
erroneous reports of high officials of the
Road Development Authority; and

(v) whether carpeting a road again that had
been carpeted is not a wastage of money?

(¢) Ifnot, why?
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asked the Minister of Education:

Will he inform this House -
(i) the number, out of the student population of

(@)

(b)

©

(ii)

(iif)
(iv)

Sri Lanka, that has dropped out of school in
the year 2013;

whether a study has been conducted to find
out the reasons for such dropping out on the
part of these children;

if so, the reasons identified according to that
study; and

what course of action has been adopted to
implement remedies for those identified
reasons and to minimize school dropouts?

Will he state -
(1) the areas in which student dropping out of

school is most prolific;

(i)  whether school dropouts occur in such areas
for special reasons as well, in addition to the
common reasons; and

(iii)  if so, what those reasons are?
If not, why?
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asked the Minister of Agriculture:
Will he inform this House -

(@)

(b)

©

(M)

(it)

(iif)

the qualifications one should possess to
hold the Office of Registrar of Pesticides;

whether there is a specific time duration for
one to hold the aforesaid office; and

the salary paid for the aforesaid office?

Will he also inform this House -

(¥

(ii)

(iii)

(iv)

V)

the number of types of pesticides of which
the importation has been suspended for the
period of next two years by the Registrar of

Pesticides on grounds that they “can cause
the kidney disease”;

of the names of the pesticides which the
World Health Organization, too, has asked
Sri Lanka to suspend importation;

the year in which the importation of the
pesticides, which the World Health
Organization had asked the country not to
import, commenced;

whether he is aware that the pesticides
which have been banned by the
Government are imported under different
names; and

if so, of the legal action that will be taken
against the companies which are engaged
in such illegal acts?

If not, why?
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asked the Minister of Coconut Development and

Janatha Estate Development:

(a)  Will he inform this House -

(i) the number of coconut oil factories
available in the Island;
(i) the number of factories which are

functioning at present, out of the aforesaid
factories;

(iii)) the number of coconut factories which
functioned in the Kurunegala District in the
year 2005;

(iv) the number of coconut factories which are
functioning in the Kurunegala District at
present; and

(v)  whether he is aware that around 80 coconut
factories have been closed down in the
Kurunegala District alone?

(b) Ifnot, why?
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asked the Minister of Finance and Planning:

(a) Is he aware that the Department of Census and
Statistics publishes the District Poverty Line every
month based on the minimum expenditure per
person per month to fulfil the basic needs?

(b)  Will he inform this House of -

(1) the latest available official Poverty Line for
Colombo District;

(i) the "basic needs" that are included in
calculating the aforesaid Poverty Line?

(¢) Ifnot, why?
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asked the Minister of Justice:
(a)  Will he inform this House separately -

(1) the number of candidates who sat for the
Law College Entrance Examination in the

years 2013 and 2014;

(i) the number of students who were enrolled
in the Sri Lanka Law College in the years
2013 and 2014; and

(iii) the number of students who were enrolled
in Sri Lanka Law College as per each
district in the year 20147

(b)  Will he state -

(i) whether the number of students who were
enrolled in Sri Lanka Law College in the
year 2014 has been reduced drastically in

comparison with the year 2013; and
(i) if so, the reasons led for that?

(¢) Ifnot, why?
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asked the Minister of Minor Export Crop Promotion:
Will he state -

(@)

(b)

(M

the approximate number of betel cultivators
in Sri Lanka;.

(i) the areas in which betel is cultivated the
most;

(iii)  the major betel exporting countries; and

(iv) the amount of foreign exchange earned
annually through exporting betel?

Will he inform this House -

(i) whether action will be taken to provide
fertilizer on concessionary basis to the betel
cultivators;

(i) whether studies have been conducted to

introduce a suitable methodology to
minimize fluctuations that occur in the price
of betel within very short periods of time in
the local market;

420

(iii)  whether research is carried out regarding
cultivation of betel; and
(iv) if so, of the major findings and
recommendations made recently regarding
the advancement of betel -cultivations
through such research?
(¢) Ifnot, why?
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asked the Minister of Irrigation and Water Resources
Management:

(@

(b)

©

(d)

Will he state -

(1) the number of acres of paddy lands that can
be cultivated by using the water of the Guru
Ela Anicut in Ussawa, Malsiripura; and

(if)  the number of farmer families who depend
on the water from the aforesaid anicut?

Is he aware that the aforesaid anicut in Guru Ela is
damaged and about 500 farmer families who were
engaged in farming have faced difficulties due to
lack of water?

Will he inform this House -
(1) whether the anicut in Guru Ela will be
reconstructed;

(i) if so, the total amount of money spent for
that;

(iii) the date on which the reconstruction work
will be completed; and

(iv) whether action will be taken to grant
compensation to the affected farmer
families until the aforesaid anicut is
reconstructed?

If not, why?
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(The Hon. Alhaj A.H.M. Azwer)

Sir, I rise to a point of Order.
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(Nrdé FuTBTWST Sj6uTds)

(The Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Azwer, what is your point of Order?
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(The Hon. Alhaj A.H.M. Azwer)

The Hon. Member is completely misleading the
House.
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Therefore, Sir, he must tell the truth to this House.
People welcomed the President. Never in history has a
leader been welcomed like this. I went with him;
everyone of us went with him. Do not mislead the House.
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(Nrdlé FurprugsT Sjauider)

(The Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Member, please wind up now.
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(The Hon. S. Shritharan)
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(The Hon. Alhaj A.H.M. Azwer)

Sir, I rise to a point of Order.
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(Nrdé suTBTWST SjeuTdsr)

(The Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Azwer, what is your point of Order?
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(The Hon. Alhaj A.H.M. Azwer)

Sir, over and over again this Hon. Member is accusing
the Members of the Government. Sir, he says that certain
Tamil Ministers and Members of Parliament were forcing
the people at gunpoint to do certain things. Nothing of
that sort has happened. It is the Tigers who killed them.
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(N FUTBTWST SjeuTdsr)

(The Deputy Speaker)

If there is anything against the Standing Orders, that
will be expunged from the Hansard. Hon. Member, your
time is over.
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(The Hon. S. Shritharan)

Sir, please give me one more minute.
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(The Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Member, you have exceeded your time.
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(The Deputy Speaker)
Thank you very much.
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(The Hon. Mahinda Yapa Abeywardena - Minister of

Agriculture)
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Order, please! The Sitting is suspended till 1.30 p.m.
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Sitting accordingly suspended till 1.30 p.m. and then resumed,

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN OF COMMITTEES [THE HON.
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(The Hon. Dilan Perera - Minister of Foreign Employment
Promotion and Welfare)

Sir, I rise to a point of Order.
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(Mr. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Order, please! There is a point of Order being raised.
Hon. Minister, what is your point of Order?
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(The Hon. Dilan Perera)

Sir, I am not disturbing the Hon. Member. I only
want to tell him that ®a® 82005y 8Bwwed 808 RBom
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(Mr. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

I am sorry, Hon. Minister, that is not a point of Order.
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(Mr. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Order, please! 1 wish to announce that this House
cordially welcomes the Delegation led by His Excellency
Kamalesh Sharma, Commonwealth Secretary-General,
now present in the Speaker's Gallery.
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(The Hon. Rauft Hakeem - Minister of Justice)
Sir, I rise to a point of Order.
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(Mr. Deputy Chairman of Committees)
What is your point of Order?
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(1orevrflg meyts amékin)

(The Hon. Rauff Hakeem)

Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees, I did not want
to interrupt the Hon. Member while he was speaking.
But, he referred to the conduct of Judges and the conduct
of the Chief Justice. These are matters that cannot be
referred to in the House without a substantive Motion. I,
therefore, request that those parts of his speech be
expunged from Hansard.
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(Mr. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

If there was anything said against the Standing
Orders, that will be expunged. Next, the Hon. Udith
Lokubandara, please.
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(The Hon. Udith Lokubandara)
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(The Hon. (Mrs.) Rosy Senanayake)
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(The Hon. Udith Lokubandara)
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(The Hon. (Mrs.) Rosy Senanayake)

Sir, I rise to a point of Order.

Bewdss 0% 68wisBn®

(ewssaisr rdls salsmeri Sjeuiger)

(Mr. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Hon. Member, what is your point of Order?

®3G; @038 @dmnnez DvrISan

(oressryfl@ (S mwdl) Crrend Geermpridsds)

(The Hon. (Mrs.) Rosy Senanayake)
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(Mr. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Hon. Udith Lokubandara, do not mention her name.
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(The Hon. Udith Lokubandara)
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(The Hon. Dilan Perera - Minister of Foreign Employment

Promotion and Welfare)
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(Mr. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Hon. Dilan Perera, please wind up your speech.
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(Mr. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

The next speaker is the Hon. Nalin Bandara Jayamaha
- [Pause.] Not here. The Hon. (Mrs.) Vijayakala
Maheswaran - [Pause.] Not here. The Hon.
Seeniththamby Yoheswaran - [Pause.] Not here. Then,
the Hon. Lasantha Alagiyawanna, please.
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(Mr. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

The next speaker is the Hon. Nalin Bandara Jayamaha.
Before he starts, will an Hon. Member propose the Hon.
Janaka Bandara to take the Chair?
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(The Hon. Alhaj A.H.M. Azwer)

I propose that the Hon. Janaka Bandara do now take
the Chair.
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Whereupon MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN OF COMMITTEES /eft
the Chair, and THE HON. JANAKA BANDARA took the Chair.
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Sir, I rise to a point of Order.
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(The Presiding Member)

There is no point of Order in that. Thank you very
much. 8 g0 ©d; B3sE 0OCH Bewdus ¢OB®.
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Whereupon THE HON. JANAKA BANDARA left the Chair and
MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN OF COMMITTEES took the Chair.
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1t being 6.00 p.m., Business was interrupted, and the Debate stood
adjourned.
Debate to be resumed on Tuesday, 28th October, 2014.
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RESTART OF "YAL DEVI"

[6.00 p.m.]

@0 aCod .00.008. g8 Owmo

(oTenTLLll@ VAN TE 67.6T.6TLD. SjsV6uIT)

(The Hon. Alhaj A.H.M. Azwer)

Hon. Deputy Speaker, I move the following

Adjournment Motion:

"The journey of the "Yaldevi" that went to Jaffna carrying the
message of reconciliation between the North and the South was not
an empty handed journey but a journey that was made in order to
share the feelings of brotherhood, co-existence and friendship of the
South with the people of the North. It is for this purpose that the
railway to Jaffna which stopped functioning 24 years ago as a result
of the gruesome terrorism that dragged on for thirty years, was
commissioned recently by His Excellency the President.

Areas in the North were isolated during the colonial rule due to lack
of transportation facilities. Therefore, the imperialists appointed a
commission to look into the matter of the Jaffna railway.

Accordingly, the railway was started in 1902 and was later extended
all the way to Jaffna. Nevertheless, train journeys beyond Vavuniya
had to be stopped after 1983 with the escalation of the terrorist
crisis. Further, the Yaldevi train was subjected to a terrorist attack
near Kokavil in January 1985.

Again in 1986, the Uththaradevi train was blown up near Paranthan.
In the same year, the Yaldevi too was blown up by the LTTE
between the Puliyankulama and Vavuniya railway stations.

As a result of this, the public transportation of the people of the
North came to a halt. The Northern railway which gradually came
under the clutch of terrorists, was completely destroyed by them and
all material from the railroad were salvaged by the LTTE to be used
in their terrorist activities.

Fulfilling the pledge that was made to end the cruel and cursed war
and return to the people of the North everything that they lost except
for the lost lives, the Northern railway was recently commissioned
by H.E. the President as the head of state.

It is certain that the name of H.E. the President would be written in
gold in the history of the country for fulfilling in yet another angle,
his promise to unite Sri Lanka as declared through the Mahinda
Chinthana policy manifesto.

Therefore, it is moved in this House that the government headed by
H.E. the President be appreciated in this regard."
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Sir, in order to save time, I table* the Sinhala and
Tamil translations of this Adjournment Motion and
kindly request them to be included in Hansard as those
are very important for the people to know about the
transformation and revolution that has been brought
about as a result of the restart of the "Yal Devi".
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* Sinhala and Tamil translations of Motion tabled:
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Sir, civilization, we know, was born in Mohenjo-daro
and Harappa in the Indus Valley, on the banks of the Nile
in Egypt and of Tigris-Eupharates in Iraq. Now, what is
happening to those countries? It is not only their rails and
road transport that was destroyed, but every strata of
livelihood has been and is being completely destroyed by
the so-called "imperialist powers". This is the holocaust
that the Muslim world is facing today.

It is a lesson as to what happens when people of
responsibility, the Opposition, go to the European Union,
meet the Transnational Government of Tamil Eelam and
other Eelam bodies in Europe, Malaysia and Singapore.
We should warn the people of this country of this
conspiracy. It was in 1500s that Don Juan Dharmapala
betrayed the nation and the Kingdom of Kotte by signing
a document himself. When the UNP speaks about a new
Kotte Declaration, I am reminded of this historical crime
that was committed by Don Juan Dharmapala.

We do not want a Don Juan Dharmapalas in this
country anymore. The people will not tolerate them. We
do not want in this country anymore Molligodas and
Ekneligodas, who betrayed the Kandyan Kingdom.

Sir, today is a day when people have risen up with
zeal, with a spirit of patriotism. They are crying aloud to
save the nation. Patriotism, patriotism, patriotism, is the
call of the day and the cardinal principle that the people
have to understand and follow.

In this respect, civilization was reborn when His
Excellency Mahinda Rajapaksa launched the "Yal Devi"
and travelled to Jaffna the other day.

Sir, I have here with me a very nice and most
appropriate cartoon that appeared in the “Daily Mirror”
of 15™ October, 2014. What does it show? It is titled
“Banana Republic" and shows how it was "Then" and
"Now". The upper part of the cartoon shows the situation
"Then" with a fence in the middle, dividing the North and
the South. That shows that the country was divided at that
time. Now, it is one. The dividing fence of Germany was
mended; the dividing fence between the Koreas was
mended.

Today, His Excellency President Mahinda Rajapaksa
is being hailed not only in Asia, but in the rest of the
world also, as the person who removed the fence that
divided the North and the South and heralded a new life,
a new civilization. The lower portion of the cartoon
shows the situation "Now" with a straight railroad and the
fence has been removed. So, this is a remarkable
achievement of this Government for the people of our
country, for our motherland. This trend should continue.
Otherwise, we are doomed. For sheer political gains, if
anybody would go out of this country and say anything to
anyone betraying our nation, he could be called a great
betrayer of the nation like Don Juan Dharmapala. I have
got details here, but I do not want to table those now. I
will do that at the correct moment. ©¢z¥ ©»® ogsd
@05Ym @, 4DisY BHO 4Dust edsim Ry e WOBH
AL @@ WO 2NVOO IWB. @O dBeYd BHDO P8
@BIBY Y.

Sir, history proudly records the heroic struggle of the
Muslims at that time, who waged wars in the Seethawaka
Kingdom, the area of which our Chief Government Whip,
the Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena and the Hon. Gitanjana
Gunawardena, the heroes of the Boralugoda regime or the
Boralugoda clan are representing today; I should say,
fighting tooth and nail in order to save this nation from
local and foreign conspirators. I am very happy, Sir, that
the Mahajana Eksath Peramuna - MEP - which came into
power in 1956, has once again played that historical role
and has extended all assistance and support to His
Excellency President Mahinda Rajapaksa to make him
the President of this country again. There is no one who
can take over that office in the foreseeable future; we
cannot see anybody who could do it. Will this country
tolerate anybody going outside this country and betraying
the cause? If they do, Sir, there is provision in the
Constitution to pass a resolution against him because we
take an Oath in this House to uphold the unity, territorial
integrity and the independence of our country. That is
there in the Constitution.
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If anybody does that, he would be acting against the
Constitution, violating the provisions of the Constitution
and he could be tried in a court of law. Time has come for
it now.

Sir, I have another article which appeared in “The
Hindu” newspaper - not one of ours, but from India -
dated 14™ October, 2014 written by Meera Srinivasan. It
states, I quote:

“Northern Province Chief Minister C.V. Wigneswaran stayed away
from a ceremony on Monday in which President Mahinda Rajapaksa

re-launched train services to Jaffna.”

A little while ago, our dear Friend, the Hon. (Mrs.)
Vijayakala Maheswaran stated in this House that she also
travelled to Yalpanam by the "Yal Devi". What a great
thing!

Bewdsns 15065
(Nrdé Furprugsi Syeuirder)
(The Deputy Speaker)

Okay, thank you very much.

@0 aCwod .00.08. g8 Owmo

(oTenTLLll@ VAN TE 67.6TE.6TLD. SjsV6uIT)

(The Hon. Alhaj A.H.M. Azwer)

Sir, I think there is 15 minutes more. There is no one
else to speak.

BewTes 25060

(Nrdlé FuThTsT Seuider)

(The Deputy Speaker)

The Hon. Shantha Bandara has to second the Motion
and the Hon. Deputy Minister has to reply.

@6 gFwod &.90.08. gdol Ovmo

(orenTLLll@ VAN TE 67.6TF.6TLD. SjeVV6uIT)

(The Hon. Alhaj A.H.M. Azwer)

The Hon. Shantha Bandara will take only five
minutes. I want to read this newspaper article.

I further quote:

“When contacted, Mr. Wigneswaran told The Hindu: “Our letter to
President refers to our keeping away from all functions he is staging
in the Northern Province,”

We restarted the "Yal Devi", and also gave relief by
providing 20,000 land permits to the people of Jaffna. A
function was held for this purpose where a large majority
of Tamils and Muslims from Vanni, brought by the Hon.
Risad Badhiutheen, attended. Even the Hon. Rohana
Dissanayake, our able Deputy Minister was present at
that function. I ask Mr. Wigneswaran what is the service
he is giving the people of Jaffna. He is playing a drama in
order to satisfy the international diaspora. I would appeal
- SweyOFg BHIGET WTPLIUTERT WESEhdbETES CFeneu
QF iy mig6iT! WTPLILITERNT &hHEHGEHTH 67EHEMILD 566N LOWIT6IT
all_wsisener Gg @ LaTTS LS auTHsT - @) b Y TFTBISLD -

QFrwHLBSHS (LPED ST BB TV, SWeyClFIIg) 9| SHEDEVT
TDOMISCEBTeTEpBIGST!  WTDTH, eunewmd  GLHCHTevsTIq LI

LenSdBELI LITT ST H6M.

Bewdss 1506 ®)
(N FUTBTWST SjeuTdsr)
(The Deputy Speaker)
Please wind up now.

©0 gC¥d &.80.00. g0 Owmo

(omessTLyLll @ DVADTE 67.6TF.6TLD. SeNV6uIT)

(The Hon. Alhaj A.H.M. Azwer)

Sir, I will only read this portion, Sir. I further quote:

“Indian Railways’ subsidiary IRCON has rebuilt the stretch -
damaged during the war - as part of the Indian government’s $800
million line of credit to restore select railway lines in the island,
predominantly in its Tamil-majority Northern Province.”

We are very thankful to the IRCON and the
Government of India. We were very pleased that even the
High Commissioner of India in Sri Lanka, His
Excellency Y.K. Sinha travelled with us in the new "Yal
Devi".

Thank you.
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(The Hon. Rohana Dissanayake - Deputy Minister of

Transport)
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It being 6.30 p.m., MR. DEPUTY SPEAKER
Parliament without Question put.

adjourned

Adjourned accordingly until 9.30 a.m. on Tuesday, 28th October,
2014 pursuant to the Resolution of Parliament of 21st October, 2014.
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