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The Parliament met at 9.30 a.m.,

MR. SPEAKER [THE HON. CHAMAL RAJAPAKSA] in the Chair.
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(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena - Minister of Water Supply

and Drainage and Chief Government Whip)
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(The Hon. Vasudeva Nanayakkara - Minister of National

Languages and Social Integration)

OO DOILNBDHROB, 8RB, @-8erId; eedd, Bdots o
emg PO ®»OEn BEIC cvedam mO® wHIed
88BN @DHEDST, OO D wewsy Dolm BOITVewWsY
98BR80, 9-8esIc; ewddr, B ¥ etog VDO BHOWYD
8Ede crednm wwed Dobmd 9e8us »Ss.

(1) 2010 O&wse eems eswaBesns DELrNO T ¢ldmBed
08582 Dabm10D;

(i) 2010 D8zw wewr & Como Coesrs @oBesId wotded
D887 Dalm00);

(i) 2009 e 2010 D8z esemo Gz 308D o BESren
BB 30630000 DBz Dabimo;

(iv) 2009, 2010 e 2011 &8s wecwo 5%208%m S5000
200080 @BmBed Db8z Dalizno; 6520

v) 2012 28ww wcwo 92RO awsis ©ww DERB
$BDDEE DB Da&0D.

2000w O HFw gpwl Bewlo o &
FUTLTL_G56D B)hdbsds g1 1_ewenmuill_riri 1.
Ordered to lie upon the Table.

e es®
LD&B)| 855 61T
PETITIONS

@G (ODobi) Bedes Omcen Ouwm (S¢xTOD
DOGn L1 ®)
(wreryflg (Currdflwi)  gswew allgrrenr - eaflgheprer
OIYICUVSHET HEDLOEFIT)
(The Hon. (Prof.) Tissa Vitarana - Minister of Scientific
Affairs)
©01 DONEHROB, BgD, ddeEd, gom 184 8 ¢dm
BOmewd 88D 20O®esI »&8 Ay B
L I®wens’ a4 evsu® BEunsIDs.

®0; @dfven 2warnwm Bwm (FDws Bewdss

3@ ®o)

(orewryflg Grramewt derprwss - CursGaurdg Llrg
O|EDLOFFIT)

(The Hon. Rohana Dissanayake - Deputy Minister of
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Hon. Speaker, I present a petition received from Ms.
W.A. Ajitha Priyangani of Zonal Education Office,
Makola, Kelaniya.
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Petitions ordered to be referred to the Committee on Public
Petitions.
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(The Hon. Indika Bandaranayake - Deputy Minister of

Local Government and Provincial Councils)
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asked the Minister of Coconut Development and
Janatha Estate Development:
(a)  Ishe aware that -

(i) five salary increments which the Technical
Officers attached to the Coconut Research
Institute are entitled to have been deprived
to them by the administration of the
Institute;

(i) an order has been made by the
Commissioner of Labour to pay the said
salary increments, upon the said officers
making a complaint to him in that regard;
and

(iii)  the said officers allege that the Director of
the Coconut Research Institute continues to
neglect the payment of those five salary
increments?

(b)  Will he inform this House -

(i) whether arrangements will be made for
those salary increments, which the above
mentioned Technical Officers are entitled
to, to be paid to them; and

(i)  if so, the date on which it will be done?

(¢) Ifnot, why?
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(The Hon.Victor Antony - Deputy Minister of Coconut

Development and Janatha Estate Development)
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asked the Minister of Transport:

(@)  Is he aware that -

(i) the people of Kilinochchi, Akkarayan,
Skanthapuram and Anaivilundan areas are
undergoing immense hardships with their
transport facilities; and

(if) they have to wait many hours on roads for
buses of the Sri Lanka Transport Board or
the private sector?

(b) If so, will he inform this House whether action
will be taken to address the transport problems of
the people of the said areas?

(¢) Ifnot, why?
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(=) @rCmeb, eysir?

asked the Minster of Livestock and Rural Community

Development:

(a)  Will he state -

(1) the number of cows which have been
bought locally and from overseas during the
last three years on per year basis;

(i) the price of a cow bought from overseas;
(iii)  the normal price of an aforesaid cow;

(iv) the total cost borne per cow to bring it from
the place where it was first bought to the
farm destined;

(v) the country from which they were imported;

(vi) the reason for selecting that country for the
purchase of cows;

(vil) whether the aforesaid purchasing has been
done through a proper tender procedure;
and

(viii)  if not, the basis on which those purchases
had been made?

(b) Ifnot, why?
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asked the Prime Minister and Minister of Buddha
Sasana and Religious Affairs:

(&  Will he state -

(1) the cash balance of the Mahapola Higher
Education Scholarship Trust Fund by now;

(i) whether the money in that fund has been
invested in the share market;

(iii)  if so, the names of the companies in which
the shares were purchased investing monies
of such fund;

(iv) the number of shares that has been
purchased from each of such companies;
and

(v) the progress of each of those investments at
the end of the year 2013?

(b)  Will he also state -

(1) whether the money of that fund has been
utilized to purchase Treasury Bills and
Bonds;

(i) if so, whether the support of the brokers
have been obtained for that;

(iif)  if so, the names of those brokers; and
(iv) the value of the payments made to them?
(¢) Ifnot, why?
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Sir, the Hon. Suresh Premachandran is disturbing me.
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LiuTensT  GeuewTL_MD. 2 _BISEHDL W UTSHH0S  (3)edTOlevrT ()
FhBTLILSS6D (LpeiTew | hidseir!

NI SISIO0N

(sallFmeri jsuiger)

(The Chairman)

Hon. Member, do not disturb the speaker who is on
his feet.

®0 aCwod .00.00. g0 Owmo
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(The Hon. Alhaj A.H.M. Azwer)
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rose.

AT SIS0

(pallFmeric jsuiaeir)

(The Chairman)

Hon. Azwer, please sit down.
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(The Hon. Murugesu Chandrakumar)
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o L ul L 1rGss sewusst! [Gawr uf@)] 1 am sorry, Sir. |
cannot speak. He is disturbing me.

Feousefled L dGLD

23083835 ®)

(sallFmeric jauigseir)

(The Chairman)

Order, please! Hon. Suresh Premachandran, please sit
down.
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(The Hon. Murugesu Chandrakumar)
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(pallFrari ojouiasr)

(The Chairman)

Order, please! Hon. Murugesu Chandrakumar, you
have only a few more minutes.
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(The Hon. Murugesu Chandrakumar)
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(sallFmeric jeuigeir)

(The Chairman)

You have only one more minute.
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(The Hon. Murugesu Chandrakumar)
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83908383 ®)

(saileTari euisser)

(The Chairman)

Order please! Hon. Azwer, please, sit down. Hon.
Suresh Premachandran, do not disturb the speaker.
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(The Hon. Murugesu Chandrakumar)
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(pailFTari Syeuissr)

(The Chairman)

Hon. Member, please conclude.
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be in your seat when listening to us as you are in charge of
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He took the seat next to me only to listen.
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Do not disturb me; listen to me. You can reply in your
speech.
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As a Senior Minister, be responsible. You are a
matured politician. I am speaking with facts and with
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rid of corruption. Start from the top. Do not go to the lower
levels first. @desEE® ¢ 9ec sved 88 HED®,
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Look at the Indian newspapers, which reported about a court
order given to the Modi Government. The Supreme Court
ordered his Government, "By 10.30 a.m. tomorrow, submit
the list of the thousand odd black currency account holders in
Swiss  banks". They submitted. Their Elections
Commissioner is very powerful. That is honesty. So, do not
ask me how to curb that. [ know you are an honest man, Hon.
Vasudeva Nanayakkara.
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Yes, the mechanism is that. But, it is not implemented.
That is the problem. So, that is that.
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There are no trained graduate planners in the Local
Government Service. You have not absorbed any
planners for the last, maybe, 15 or 20 years. The
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University of Moratuwa produces Urban Planners and
Postgraduate Planners as well. I think your Ministry must
work closely with the University of Moratuwa and get
good Urban Planners for every municipality, urban
council and the key development centres in the local
authorities in this country, because we are reaching a new
stage. There are experts in planning; they would plan the
city; they would plan the services and the investment
zones. Otherwise, everything is done under the sole right
and discretion of the Chairman and later on, you will have
to break everything if a road has to be constructed or if
you need to build a market.
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Bani edug yOrmu Beams. We are just sitting on it
and these have become idling assets. There has to be
some new thinking. There are possibilities. Now, places
like Mumbai and other cities in the world, are going in for
municipal bonds. Why cannot the municipalities raise
bonds without coming and begging daily from the
Government Treasury? They have assets and the banks
will give bonds. This is a new concept you will have to
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(The Chairman)
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Sitting accordingly suspended till 1.00 p.m. and then resumed, MR.
DEPUTY CHAIRMAN OF COMMITTEES [THE HON. MURUGESU
CHANDRAKUMARY] in the Chair.

Bewdess ewninBn®

(Nrd$ saiereari euiser)

(The Deputy Chairman)

Discussion on the Votes of the Ministry of Health -
Head 111 and the Ministry of Indigenous Medicine -
Heads 138, 220 will now commence. The Hon. John
Amaratunga to move the cut, please

111 o Bbvw.- @weds §@IHBOSB

01 220 O RewOWD).- EREVEYE DRBOBD - Y DEDD Bwe®,
St 89,038,898,000

seweviiy 111, - s&rsTr Qjewwsei

BlapFASHLL1b 01.- Qrwsdpempd QFwHuT®H ST - aT(HloubeEh
QFsvey emumr 89,038,898,000

HEAD 111.- MINISTER OF HEALTH

Programme 01.- Operational Activities - Recurrent Expenditure,
Rs. 89,038,898,000

138 O» Rbvw.- ed@w @eds ¢gIMBOTW

01 2 DRBOVD - eLeWE® DVWOVD - P¥YHHDEHD
Bwe®, or. 282,700,000

seneriy 138.- #8554 L BEHgI0SSHIMD JeFFT

BapsAsgl L 01.- Qrwsdyperpd QFwmHur®ss -
enr(heumen GFsvey crur 282,700,000

HEAD 138.- MINISTER OF INDIGENOUS MEDICINE

Programme 01.- Operational Activities - Recurrent Expenditure,
Rs. 282,700,000
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(The Hon. John Amaratunga)
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©6 885 ef®cies Owmo

(wrewrfl@ Fedlg LICTwgTe)

(The Hon. Sajith Premadasa)
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“There can be no real growth without healthy
populations; no sustainable development without tackling
disease and malnutrition; no international security without
assisting crisis-ridden countries; and, no hope for the
spread of freedom, democracy and human dignity unless
we treat health as a basic human right”.
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The next speaker is the Hon. Palitha Range Bandara.
You have 15 minutes.
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Hon. Member, you have an additional 10 minutes’
time. So, if you want, you can proceed.
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Sir, one more minute, please!
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(The Presiding Member)

The next speaker is the Hon. (Dr.) Ramesh Pathirana.
You have 13 minutes.
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The next speaker is the Hon. Silvestrie Alantin. You
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The next speaker is the Hon. Alhaj A.H.M. Azwer.
You have 12 minutes.
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Even our Prophet Muhammed Sallallahu Alaihi
Wasallam insisted on health. Even the azab or pain in the
Kabur or grave will increase if you do not observe
cleanliness in life. You must have a healthy and clean life.
The Holy Prophet has stressed that visiting a patient is an
obligatory function on all Muslims. ece®= & ¢,
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Today, we have advanced in the health sector
tremendously.

Two significant features that stand out in a welfare
State are, education and health. Ceylon, as it was then
called, attained the status of a welfare State much long
before our neighbours, namely India, Pakistan and
Bangladesh, did. To steer ahead the health vehicle in this
country, we have a dynamic Minister in the Hon.
Maithripala Sirisena and equally, an able lieutenant, my
good Friend - Deputy Minister - seated by my side, the
Hon. Lalith Dissanayake. So, everything is moving in the
right direction, I should say .

Then, Hon. Minister, I have taken up with you the
matter of the Colombo South Hospital, Kalubowila.
There, the main problem is, & swgd ©8 8®. Teaching
Hospital dm Bes, 0edes Gendsy eidEE v genm
OB, VS el DumO 2,500 Smd Odmd.
os¥DBm0 @dd8xY 5,000 3@ 9. VIS B
20 OE eMBECH O8 v Bedmbdr. 0O Hnum
»3wd 53g SI5% 80 Beadmdo. I
eI mdeened ©»n oWcwxm Bw g @
OI8O OB BedmDr. RIS ©2ew® ®»
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been insisting that this hospital is well run by Dr. Asela
Gunawardena, Director and the Deputy Directors, Dr.
Madhubhashini Karunaratne, Dr. Lionel Muhandiram,
and Dr. Dharshani Abeysekara. They are doing a very
good job of work. Sir, the other day, I said that the
Merchant Ward of the National Hospital, Colombo is
always full up and the people who want and who can

afford to enter the paying wards there are unable to get
admission there. Therefore, the Colombo South Hospital
becomes very important. People from Colombo to
Avissawella and from Wellawatte, Bambalapitiya up to
Kalutara on the other side come to that hospital for
medical healthcare. Therefore, making available all the
facilities and opening up a few paying wards in that new
building will be of great help to patients. That would ease
the congestion at the National Hospital.

Then, there is the development of the Base Hospital in
Puttalam. Even when President Mahinda Rajapaksa
visited Puttalam recently, they insisted that that hospital
must be further developed and upgraded. The Hon. Basil
Rajapaksa, the Hon. Minister of Economic Development,
has given Rs. 2 lakhs for a maternity clinic at Karaitivu,
North of Puttalam.
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In Islamic history also, Sir, medicine takes its pride of
place. We know about Abdullah Ibn-Sina, whose books
are even translated into English and many other
languages. The medical system of the western world is
basically introduced on the teachings of Abdullah Ibn-
Sina.

Then, Sir, moving on to indigenous medicine, as His
Excellency the President says, that area must be developed.
We know that our able Minister, the Hon. Salinda
Dissanayake, and the Deputy Minister, the Hon. C.P.D.
Bandaranaike, are doing a good job of work. 388, cDew
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(The Hon. Lalith Dissanayake - Deputy Minister of Health)
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(The Presiding Member)

The next speaker is the Hon. P. Harrison. - [Pause].
Not here. The Hon. Karuppaiah Velayudam. - [Pause].
Not here. The Hon. Ajith Kumara. - [Pause]. Not here.
Then, the next speaker is the Minister, Hon. Salinda
Dissanayake.
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srewr  epur 250,000,000 o suswemtuilp  Caidsliu@ors”

sTemId aflesrm el (HdbsLILL (B eFHmsbESTeTOTLILIL L ).

gsemevliy 130, BlapsdsaiLm 01, Baw@eaumer GFsvey
9| L_eusnenTulledt UGSWTSH @)(HHEdbd: HL_Leneruil_ Ll L g.

BapsAs sl Lib 01 .- QFwsdpermd QFWHUTHEET - CLpeVS6esTF
G#Fevey emum 100,170,000

“‘semevriy 130, Blapsfssl L 01, cpevgerd GlFaveaydhsrer
epur 100,170,000 L suswewrullh Geissiiu@ors” — sTan)id

afleorm allHdsLIUL B eTHMISEETeTaTILIL L g).

gsemeoliy 130, plapsdgsiLn 01, wpevserd GaFevey

I L_eusmenTulledt UGS WTSH @) (HHdbd: HL_Leneruil_ Ll L gj.

BlapsAsal b 02 .- gilallpssls QFwmhuTBssT - sssTHloums
GFevey epumr 1,400,000,000

“‘semevriy 130, plapsdsalLib 02, BawrBeumd GFevey epUT
1,400,000,000 i L suswewrullh GaidsliLipwrs’ erenid allssrm
al@&HsLILL B THMISCSTaTaT L L g).

gseweoliy 130, PlapsdsHip 02, WamBeums GClFevey
I Lsusnewtullest LUGSWTE @) (hHdbd UL eperuil il L gi.

BapFASH L1 02 .- gNalhSHF QFwWDHUTHSBET - cLPeVS TS
Qgevey epur 9,269,150,000

“‘semevliy 130, plapsdsHl L 02, apevgears GlFsveydsTer
epur 9,269,150,000 oL suswemtuln GaFidbsliL@wrs” eTepiid
allerm allGdbsLul B eHmIseETeTariiL_ L g).

sty 130, plapsfgsl i 02, epvgeard Gaevey
I Lsusmsnruiledr LGS wrs @) HdbHd BL_Lsweruil_ Ll L g;.

FewevriL) 312.- Gosh TS TenT FenLt

BlEpFASEL1b 01 .- CQFwsvypewpd QFwmhHuTBHssT -
e (BHleumen GFavey epum 42,450,000,000

‘semeviiy 312, Blapsdssi i 01, Basr@eumep GCFsveys
srer epur 42,450,000,000 oL suswemtullh GaidasliLi@ors”
sTemId aflesrm all(hdas Ll (B eFHmIshEsTeTariiLI’ L g).

gty 312, plapsdgsl i 01, Bawr@eoumep GaFevey
SL_Lsusmsnruiledr LGS wrs @) HdbHd BL_Leweruil_ Ll L g;.

BlapFAsHLib 02 .- g ilal B Hld QFwmHurbssT - epsogerd
Qgevey epur 3,122,910,000

‘semeviiy 312, plapsdsalLid 02, apgearsd GlFsveydsTer
epur 3,122,910,000 oy L suswewrullh CaFidbsiiu@®wrs” — sTepiid
aflarm all®dbsLu’_ B eHmIselETeTariiu’_ L gi.

gsemeotiy 312, plapsfgslin 02,
I L_eusnewtullest UGS WTSE @) (hHdbd UL eneruil i’ L gi.

pVBaTE  ClFevey

senevriLy 313.- wsFw raTenT FewL

BlapsASSI L 01 .- QFwsvpewm& QFwHuUTHHET -
enT(hleumen GFevey epum 23,834,000,000

‘semeviiy 313, Blapsdssi L 01, Beasr@eumep CFsveysds
srewr epur 23,834,000,000 oL suswewrullh Gerssiiu@ors”

sTemId aflesrm el (oLl (B eFHmIsSEBTeTarLILIL L g).

geweriy 313, plapsdsgl L 01, Bawheumer GCFevey

I Lsusmemtulledt LGS WTSE @) (hHdbd HL_Leweruil il L gi.

BapFASHL L1 02 .- glal(hSHF QFwHUTHSHET - cpeSesTd
Qzevey epum 4,379,350,000

‘semeviiy 313, plapdfgsl L 02, apeugerd ClFeveayds et
epur 4,379,350,000 oL suswewrullph Geissliu@wrs”  sTenib
allerm all®dbs ULl B hHmIseETeTariiL_L gi.

seweoriy 313, Blaspsdsgll i 02, apegersd CFevey
I Lsusnewtullest LUGSWTSE @) (HHdbd HL_Leneruil il L gi.
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BlapFAsS Lib 01 .- QFwsvyewnd QFwHUTHHET -
e BHleumen CFeveay epum 21,781,000,000

‘sewevliy 314, BlapsfsHn 01, aw@aumep CFsveyd
srer epur 21,781,000,000 oL susmemrullp Caidsliu@omrs”
eI aflesrm el (oLl (b FHmIsESTeTaTLILIL L g).

gsemevliy 314, BlapsdssLmn 01, Baw@eumer GaFsvey
IL_Lsusmenruilet LGS wrs @) HdboHd HL_Leweruil_ 1Ll L g;.

Bl&pFAGSI L1 02 .- gLlal(hsHdF QFwWHLTHSHET - CLPEVB6ITEF
GFevey emur 4,381,100,000

‘semevliy 314, Blapsdssl L 02, cpsvgend GlFsveydsrer
epur 4,381,100,000 oL suswewrullh Caidbsliu®wrs” — eTeyiib
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sy 314, BlaspsdgslLmn 02,

I L_suswentulleit UGS WTH @) (HHEdbd HL_Leneruil_ il L gj.

cpevgeTd  ClFevey

seneoriy 315.- aIL wrsresT Fenu

Bl&pFASHLLib 01 .- QFwsvppennd QFwmbHuT@Hser -
e Beumen CFeveay epum 15,123,000,000

‘semeviiy 315, BlapsdsH L 01, WBeasr®eumep6asveyd
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CeFevey emur 5,287,800,000
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emur 5,287,800,000 i suswewrullh Caidbslil@Bwrs”  sTepiib
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gsemevliy 315, mlapsdgsLm 02,
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cpevgeTd  ClFevey

sewevii 316.- eu_Guosv wraressr Fewu

Bl&pFASHI L1 01 - QFwedpernd ClFwHLTHSH6T -
s ®eupen GFsvey crumr 23,105,000,000

“‘sewevliy 316, BlapsfsH L 01, aw®aumep CFsveyd
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QFevey epur 2,924,770,000
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geweriy 316, Blspsdsgll i 02, cpovgersd GCaFeey

I Lsusmsnruiler LGH TS @) HdbHd HL_Lsweruil_ Ll L g;.

sy 317.- eu wsHw wrsrenT FevL

Bl&pFASHL L1 01 .- QFwsvypewpd QFwmhHuTBSH6T -
s (eumen GFsvey crur 13,544,000,000

‘semeviiy 317, BlapsfsglLin 01, Ban@heumer CFsveys
srer epur 13,544,000,000 oL suswemtullh Gaidasli@ors”
sTemId aflesrm efl(das Ll (B eFHmIsEBTeTariILI’ L g).

gsemeotiy 317, plapsfgsl i 01, Bar@eumes GaFevey
IL_Lsusmsnruiledr LGS wrs @) HdbHd BL_Lsweruil_ Ll L g;.

BlapFAsHLib 02 .- ollalhéSdF QFwDHLTBSET - CLpeIS6TE
Gesvey epur 2,605,100,000
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epur 2,605,100,000 oy suswewrullh GaFidssliu@wrs”  sTeyiid
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gsemevtiy 318, plapsdsgl L 01,
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Qgevey epum 3,736,170,000
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epur 3,736,170,000 oy susnewrullh GaFidssliu@wrs”  sTepiid
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gsemeoliy 318, plapsfgsliLn 02,
I Leusnewtulledt UGS WTSE @) (HHdbd HL_Leneruil il L gi.

pVBaTE  ClFevey

sewevriy 319.- sLflraspar TSI FepLt

BlapFASSI Lib 01 .- QFwsvpewmd QFwHuUTHHET -
e (hleumen GFsvey epum 18,038,000,000

‘sewevliy 319, Blapsfsgl b 01, Baw@eumer OFevayds
srer epur 18,038,000,000 oL suswewrtuilh GCoidsliu@omrs’
sTemId allesrm all(hdbas Ll B THmIsCSTsTariiLI’ L g).
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“‘semevliy 319, Blapsdssl L 02, cpsvgernd GlFsveydsrer
epur  4,760,100,000 1L suswewrullh Caidbsliu@Bwrs”  eTeib
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gsemevliy 321, Blapsdss L 02, cpegerd GaFevey

SL_Lsuswenruilsst LGS wrs @) HdboHd SL_Lsweruil_ 1Ll L g

Question, "That the sum of Rs. 250,000,000, for Head 130,
Programme 01, Recurrent Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.

Head 130, Programme 01, Recurrent Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

Programme 01. - Operational Activities - Capital Expenditure,
Rs. 100,170,000

Question, "That the sum of Rs. 100,170,000, for Head 130,
Programme 01, Capital Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.

Head 130, Programme 01, Capital Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

Programme 02. - Development Activities - Recurrent Expenditure,
Rs. 1,400,000,000

Question, "That the sum of Rs. 1,400,000,000, for Head 130,
Programme 02, Recurrent Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.

Head 130, Programme 02, Recurrent Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

Programme 02. - Development Activities - Capital Expenditure,
Rs. 9,269,150,000

Question, "That the sum of Rs. 9,269,150,000, for Head 130,
Programme 02, Capital Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.

Head 130, Programme 02, Capital Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

2186

HEAD 312. - WESTERN PROVINCIAL COUNCIL

Programme 01. - Operational Activities - Recurrent Expenditure,
Rs. 42,450,000,000

Question, "That the sum of Rs. 42,450,000,000, for Head 312,
Programme 01, Recurrent Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.

Head 312, Programme 01, Recurrent Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

Programme 02. - Development Activities - Capital Expenditure,
Rs. 3,122,910,000

Question, "That the sum of Rs. 3,122,910,000, for Head 312,
Programme 02, Capital Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.

Head 312, Programme 02, Capital Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

HEAD 313. - CENTRAL PROVINCIAL COUNCIL

Programme 01. - Operational Activities - Recurrent Expenditure,
Rs. 23,834,000,000

Question, "That the sum of Rs. 23,834,000,000, for Head 313,
Programme 01, Recurrent Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.

Head 313, Programme 01, Recurrent Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

Programme 02.- Development Activities - Capital Expenditure,
Rs. 4,379,350,000

Question, "That the sum of Rs. 4,379,350,000, for Head 313,
Programme 02, Capital Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.

Head 313, Programme 02, Capital Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

HEAD 314. - SOUTHERN PROVINCIAL COUNCIL

Programme 01. - Operational Activities - Recurrent Expenditure,
Rs. 21,781,000,000

Question, "That the sum of Rs. 21,781,000,000, for Head 314,
Programme 01, Recurrent Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.

Head 314, Programme 01, Recurrent Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

Programme 02.- Development Activities - Capital Expenditure,
Rs. 4,381,800,000

Question, "That the sum of Rs. 4,381,800,000, for Head 314,
Programme 02, Capital Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.

Head 314, Programme 02, Capital Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

HEAD 315. - NORTHERN PROVINCIAL COUNCIL

Programme 01.- Operational Activities - Recurrent Expenditure,
Rs. 15,123,000,000

Question, "That the sum of Rs. 15,123,000,000, for Head 315,
Programme 01, Recurrent Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.
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Head 315, Programme 01, Recurrent Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

Programme 02.- Development Activities - Capital Expenditure,
Rs. 5,287,800,000

Question, "That the sum of Rs. 5,287,800,000, for Head 315,
Programme 02, Capital Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.

Head 315, Programme 02, Capital Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

HEAD 316. - NORTH WESTERN PROVINCIAL COUNCIL

Programme 01.- Operational Activities - Recurrent Expenditure,
Rs. 23,105,000,000

Question, "That the sum of Rs. 23,105,000,000, for Head 316,
Programme 01, Recurrent Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.

Head 316, Programme 01, Recurrent Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

Programme 02 - Development Activities - Capital Expenditure,
Rs. 2,924,770,000

Question, "That the sum of Rs. 2,924,770,000, for Head 316,
Programme 02, Capital Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.

Head 316, Programme 02, Capital Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

HEAD 317.- NORTH CENTRAL PROVINCIAL COUNCIL

Programme 01.- Operational Activities - Recurrent Expenditure,
Rs. 13,544,000,000

Question, "That the sum of Rs. 13,544,000,000, for Head 317,
Programme 01, Recurrent Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.

Head 317, Programme 01, Recurrent Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

Programme 02.- Development Activities - Capital Expenditure,
Rs. 2,605,100,000

Question, "That the sum of Rs. 2,605,100,000, for Head 317,
Programme 02, Capital Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.

Head 317, Programme 02, Capital Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

HEAD 318.- UVA PROVINCIAL COUNCIL

Programme 01.- Operational Activities - Recurrent Expenditure,
Rs. 15,241,000,000

Question, "That the sum of Rs. 15,241,000,000, for Head 318,
Programme 01, Recurrent Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.

Head 318, Programme 01, Recurrent Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

Programme 02.- Development Activities - Capital Expenditure,
Rs. 3,736,170,000

Question, "That the sum of Rs. 3,736,170,000, for Head 318,
Programme 02, Capital Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.

Head 318, Programme 02, Capital Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

HEAD 319. - SABARAGAMUWA PROVINCIAL COUNCIL

Programme 01.- Operational Activities - Recurrent Expenditure,
Rs. 18,038,000,000

Question, "That the sum of Rs. 18,038,000,000, for Head 319,
Programme 01, Recurrent Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.

Head 319, Programme 01, Recurrent Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

Programme 02 - Development Activities - Capital Expenditure,
Rs. 4,760,100,000

Question, "That the sum of Rs. 4,760,100,000, for Head 319,
Programme 02, Capital Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.

Head 319, Programme 02, Capital Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

HEAD 321.- EASTERN PROVINCIAL COUNCIL

Programme 01.- Operational Activities - Recurrent Expenditure,
Rs. 16,484,000,000

Question, "That the sum of Rs. 16,484,000,000, for Head 321,
Programme 01, Recurrent Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.

Head 321, Programme 01, Recurrent Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

Programme 02.- Development Activities - Capital Expenditure,
Rs. 2,869,320,000

Question, "That the sum of Rs. 2,869,320,000, for Head 321,
Programme 02, Capital Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.

Head 321, Programme 02, Capital Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.
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‘semeviiy 111, PlaspsdsHLm 01, Ban@eaumenr ClFveys
srer epur 89,038,898,000 9L suswewtullh Coidsliu@oms’
eI allerm ell(Hdbas Ul B THmISESTeTaTLILIL L g).

gsemeoiy 111, BlapsdssLmn 01, Baw@eumer CoFsvey
IL_Lsusmenruilet LGS wrs @) HdboHd SL_Leweruil_ 1Ll L g;.

BlapFAs Sl 01.- QFwedpenmd ClFwHUTHS6T - LS 6TF
G&Fevey emum 1,313,000,000

‘semeviiy 111, Blapsdsgll L 01, cpevgerd CFeveaydssrer
epur  1,313,000,000 11 suswewruilh Gaidbsliu@Bwrs”  eTenib
allerm allGdbsiul B sHmIsEETeTariiL L gi.

sty 111, BlspsdgslLm 01,
9| L_eusmenTulledt LUGSWTSH @)(HHdbd: HL_Leneruil_ L’ L_g|.

cpevgeTd  ClFevey

BapFASSILib 02.- 9llallmssld QFwhuTBHT - anTBouHeEH
Gzevey epum 11,956,853,000

‘sewevriy 111, BlapsfsHn 02, Baw@aumep CFsveyd
srer epur 11,956,853,000 oy L suswemrullh Ceidsliu@omrs’
eI allesrm ell(Hdbas Ul B THmIsCSTsTaTiILIL L g).

sy 111, BlapsdssLn 02, Baw@eumer GFsvey
9| L_eusnenTulledt LUGSWTSH @) (HHhdbd HL_Leneruil_ Ll Lg|.

Blapsds S ib 02.- LilelhSHF QFwHUTHSET - CLpeOSETE
Gzevey epum 37,186,180,000

‘semevtiy 111, Blapsdsgl L 02, cpsvgernd GlFsveydsrer
emur  37,186,180,000 oL suswewruilp CFidbasliLBwrs”  eTeniib
aflerm allGdbsLul B eHmIsCETeTarIL L g).

gty 111, BlaspsdssLm 02,
9| L_eusnentulledt UGSWTSE @) (HHEdbd: HL_Leneruil_ L’ L gj.

cpevgeTd  ClFevey

Question, "That the sum of Rs. 89,038,898,000, for Head 111,
Programme 01, Recurrent Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.

Head 111, Programme 01, Recurrent Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

Programme 01. - Operational Activities - Capital Expenditure,
Rs. 1,313,000,000

Question, "That the sum of Rs. 1,313,000,000, for Head 111,
Programme 01, Capital Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.

Head 111, Programme 01, Capital Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

Programme 02. - Development Activities - Recurrent Expenditure,
Rs. 11,956,853,000

Question, "That the sum of Rs. 11,956,853,000, for Head 111,
Programme 02, Recurrent Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.

Head 111, Programme 02, Recurrent Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

Programme 02. - Development Activities - Capital Expenditure,
Rs. 37,186,180,000

Question, "That the sum of Rs. 37,186,180,000, for Head 111,
Programme 02, Capital Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.

Head 111, Programme 02, Capital Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.
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Question, "That the sum of Rs. 282,700,000, for Head 138,
Programme 01, Recurrent Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.

Head 138, Programme 01, Recurrent Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

Programme 01.- Operational Activities - Capital Expenditure,
Rs. 96,000,000

Question, "That the sum of Rs. 96,000,000, for Head 138,
Programme 01, Capital Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.

Head 138, Programme 01, Capital Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

Programme 02.- Development Activities - Capital Expenditure,
Rs. 129,000,000

Question, "That the sum of Rs. 129,000,000, for Head 138,
Programme 02, Capital Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.

Head 138, Programme 02, Capital Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

HEAD 220.- DEPARTMENT OF AYURVEDA

Programme 01.- Operational Activities - Recurrent Expenditure,
Rs. 94,550,000

Question, "That the sum of Rs. 94,550,000, for Head 220,
Programme 01, Recurrent Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.
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Head 220, Programme 01, Recurrent Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

Programme 01.- Operational Activities - Capital Expenditure,
Rs. 15,400,000

Question, "That the sum of Rs. 15,400,000, for Head 220,
Programme 01, Capital Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.

Head 220, Programme 01, Capital Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

Programme 02.- Development Activities - Recurrent Expenditure,
Rs. 772,750,000

Question, "That the sum of Rs. 772,750,000, for Head 220,
Programme 02, Recurrent Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.

Head 220, Programme 02, Recurrent Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

Programme 02.- Development Activities - Capital Expenditure,
Rs. 559,600,000

Question, "That the sum of Rs. 559,600,000, for Head 220,
Programme 02, Capital Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.

Head 220, Programme 02, Capital Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

OC BB Bewsarrnwm dwmo

(oreryflg erellbs SFTHTiss)

(The Hon. Salinda Dissanayake)
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Question put, and agreed to.
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At 6.00 p.m., the Deputy Chairman left the Chair to report
Progress.

Committee report Progress; to sit again on Monday, 17th
November, 2014.

Bw W0 ® 85O0 en @TTVE !
00882 D800 o Ben® (2011)

il WG LTI HIBIS EHTUSTTSHS
WUGHIFTENEV. 6U(HLThS M emds LD
Hewtd & epo (2011)

WIJAYA KUMARATUNGA MEMORIAL HOSPITAL :
ANNUAL REPORT AND ACCOUNTS (2011)

@0 ee®Bse B8ewdm dwm
(worenrfl@ swwsFfure APICFerr)
(The Hon. Maithripala Sirisena)
Sir, I move,

“That the Annual Report and Accounts of Wijaya Kumaratunga
Memorial Hospital together with the Auditor-General’s
observations prepared for the year ended 31.12.2011 and presented
on 04.09.2013 under the Parliamentary Act, No.38 of 1999 be
approved.
(Considered by the Consultative Committee on Health on
13.09.2013.)"

g S®az 8, et @@ Sas.
aflsorr Bl HLILIL (B) eTDmIs GClsmeremLiLiL L gy.
Question put, and agreed to.
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SRI JAYEWARDENEPURA GENERAL HOSPITAL :
ANNUAL REPORT AND ACCOUNTS (2011)

@G ee®Bse B8edn Svmo
(wresryfl@ swwgfumrey AmlGser)
(The Hon. Maithripala Sirisena)
Sir, I move,

“That the Annual Report and Accounts of the Sri Jayewardenepura

General Hospital together with the Auditor-General’s observations
prepared for the year ended 31.12.2011 and presented on
22.11.2013 under the Parliamentary Act, No. 54 of 1983 be
approved.

(Considered by the Consultative Committee on Health on
07.02.2014.)”
g S8z &Y, wwo e3@@m» Ses.
aflsorr GBI (B) 6TDmIs CIBmeremLiLIL L.
Question put, and agreed to.
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STATE PHARMACEUTICAL CORPORATION:
ANNUAL REPORT AND ACCOUNTS (2011)

®©0 ee®Busie B8ewn Swmo
(oressrfl@ swwgSMurey AmGser)
(The Hon. Maithripala Sirisena)
Sir, I move,

“That the Annual Report and Accounts of the State Pharmaceutical
Corporation together with the Auditor-General’s observations
prepared for the year ended 31* of December, 2011 and presented
on 21.01.2014 under Section 30(2) of the State Industrial
Corporation Act, No0.49 of 1957 and Section 14(3) of the Finance
Act, No.38 of 1971, be approved.

(Considered by the Consultative Committee on Health on
24.04.2014.)”

g S8z 8, etwr e®@» Sas.
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Question put, and agreed to.
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(orenrfl@ swwsSifure APICFerr)

(The Hon. Maithripala Sirisena)
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Question proposed.

Bewies 0m 8®isBn®

(ewsssefler rgls sailsFrari ojeuissr)

(Mr. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Next, the Adjournment Motion is to be moved by the
Hon. Ravi Karunanayake.

@wuddn 50 @ HOG
2 56%5F 4w eul LTF pemmenLo
PROPOSED NEW WARD SYSTEM

[6.00 p.m.]

®G 08 S e0BNB% DWD0
(orenTfl@ rall &mewTTHTILSS)
(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)
Mr. Deputy Chairman of Committees, I move,

“The Local Council Election Law was amended and the new Ward
System has replaced.

Therefore, will the Minister advise;
1. the new proposed Ward System for Colombo District, how

many Wards are there and very specifically for the Colombo
Municipal Council areas;

2. what is going to be the voter base and how is it divided to each
Ward;
advice the new Ward base allocation; and

4.  how many voters per Ward is used for the demarcation? Please

advise the full list of Wards for Colombo District? Advise per
Electorate.

5. advise for the rest of the country on a per District/ per
Electorate basis.”

O 8. ewd®SaxssT Owmo

(orenrfl@ o4 Guirasrreyesr)

(The Hon. R. Yogarajan)

Sir, I second the Adjournment Motion moved by the
Hon. Ravi Karunanayake.

MO 08 S BNGBZ DWD0

(omevsrL i@ rall &messTTHTLds)

(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)

Sir, I thank you for giving me time to raise this very
important matter and I am happy that the Hon. Minister
himself is there to respond.

Sir, there is a general feeling that the present electoral
system has been amended and a new system of
Proportional Representation as well as First-Past-the-Post
or the Ward System has been introduced. But, in the same
process, it has not been made public as to what the
system prevailing is at this moment.

In the Colombo Municipal Council area, there were
54 wards under the old system. I have been informed,
through the Commissioner of Elections, that it has
increased to 81, but we, as Members of Parliament of the
Colombo District and I, as the Chief Organizer of the
United National Party for Colombo North, have not been
briefed of the 15 electorates and the Wards of the
Colombo Municipal Council. We want to know how
many there are effectively. So, Hon. Minister, I would
like you to brief this House on that and to make it public
as to what the electoral process is and how you intend to
take it forward. Firstly, has it already been signed and
made into law? You mentioned this previously as well.
Has the President signed this and finished off? Then,
would the next election be held on the new system we
have proposed and talking about at this particular
moment?

Sir, there is confusion among the voters. It is even
more confusing for the politicians, especially for those at
the ward level because they do not know whether they
have got to cover the entire area once again because you
all have mentioned that there can be a postponement. So,
I would appreciate if you would inform us basically on
these areas .

Now, the Colombo District has 1.5 million voters.
Going on the basis that this is the number of registered
voters - about another 100,000 have been deprived of
their voting rights owing to the fact that it is open only
for a month per year for registration purposes - you are
talking of at least 1.5 million voters. What is the base that
is used for demarcation by the Delimitation Committee or
how many voters are there per ward? I would greatly
appreciate if that could be explained. In Colombo, how
would it be as it is a huge geographical area to cover?

For example, the Avissawella Electorate, which is
almost one-third of the entire Colombo District, how does
that area get demarcated according to this Ward System?
Likewise, the Moneragala Electorate where the
population is not more than six lakhs, but the extent of
land is huge. So, how does the Delimitation Commission
demarcate that area according to the Ward System? Why
is it that you are very stealthily keeping this matter with
the Ministry, or is it with the Election Commission?
Every time we ask this question, unofficial information
comes and your Government is very clever in deceiving
not only the voters, but also the political parties. So, Hon.
Minister, I would greatly appreciate your knowledge in
this particular field.
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Then, Hon. Minister, would you tell us how many
voters will be allocated per ward and when will this be
made public? We were given a window of opportunity to
go through this process just about nine months ago, but
that did not ensure the right of representation in a
multiracial, multireligious constituency such as the one I
represent, the Colombo North. We did not get an
opportunity to intercede with these people. So, I would
like to know whether the list is still open; whether there
is a right of intervention and if not, whether we could go
before the court.

Sir, I am informed that 6,500 voters make one ward. If
that is the case, and if there are more who are not
registered as voters, how does that particular issue get
resolved? According to our estimates, Electorates like
Colombo North and Colombo Central have about 8,000 to
10,000 voters and there are 2,000 to 3,000 persons who
are not registered as voters. So, when this system is
brought in, again, there will be a segment of population
that needs to be considered even though they are not
voters. On the other hand, you have the reduced wards
owing to the fact that you think only the registered voters
are living in this particular electorate. So, I would
respectfully submit that you take into consideration not
only the registered voters, but also the people who are not
registered. This can be easily done according to the
statistics available with the Divisional Secretariat.

Then, the next issue is, this system deprives women
representation. In the old system, there was about 40 per
cent of women representation in the nomination list, but
this is absent in the Ward System. Sir, women
representation in the nomination list is something which
is found to be desirable - whether they are elected or not
is a different matter - and it paved the way for a lot of
new people to come into the political strata. But, with this
process, you are now eliminating the minimum number of
women representation in the nomination list. I believe 40
per cent is too much, but at least 20 to 25 per cent needs
to be brought in. How does the Hon. Minister bridge the
gap between the two - the minimum nomination that is
called for and the true representation that would come
from that particular process? - [Interruption.] Hon.
Minister, you will not learn much in speaking from there.
I would like you to respond to this particular issue
because the politicians, not only from the United National
Party but also from the governing Party, are still in
darkness as to how they have got to fashion their political
future. I would appreciate if you could respond on that
particular area.

When the Ward System comes into play and the
nomination list does not state the minimum number of
women representation, how are you going to fill that
particular list? Also, the younger generation would face a
similar situation, a mix-and-match situation. I know you
will basically respond by saying, “It is up to the political
parties”. Our political culture is such that it is still male-
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dominated. So, on that basis, how could you basically
give an opportunity of a level playing field for women
candidates?

Then, the next issue is, even though I represent the
Colombo District, there are remote areas as well. For
example, the Avissawella Electorate, the place from
which the Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena comes, is a remote
area. That area does not get desirable representation from
a rural perspective. Even though it is in the Colombo
District, if you think that this is an urbanized area and
neglect its rural factor, then, that is going to be a
compounding problem once again. Hon. Minister, I am
sure you have fashioned the system very much to suit the
Eastern territory, of which, you have a good knowledge.
I am sure that will certainly be helpful from an outstation
perspective. But, in the urbanized districts such as
Colombo, Kalutara, and maybe Gampaha to a very great
extent, this will not be helpful.

The next question I would like to ask you is, why is
the electoral register not kept open on a regular basis?
Why is it restricted to only one month of the year? You
open the electoral register on the 1st of June and close it
by the 30™. You can make representations thereafter.
Instead of having an open register, when in the modern
world everything is computerized, why is it that you want
to go to the Stone Age? This will definitely be important
in the Ward System. The minority groups are moving
very dramatically in the Colombo District. We find that
there is a heavy inflow of Muslims and Tamils into
certain areas such as Kotte, which I represented before
Colombo North, Colombo Central and Kolonnawa. These
people have representations where they keep selling their
goods. When that happens, you basically have a
concentration of one ethnic group in a particular area. If
this happens in a Ward System, how are you going to
break that off? Because, concentration of one ethnic or
one religious group would not be very harmonious to our
multicultural, multireligious society. So, how are you
going to overcome this particular problem? You are
basically saying that you cannot count in a polling station
because of the fact that you would be able to see how the
voting is done at that particular place. In a Ward System,
you directly go for that. If you are accepting that, which
has been brought in by His Excellency the President’s
"Mahinda Chintana", then why are you depriving the
Election Commissioner from having the count at the
polling stations? Do you get what I mean? If the Election
Commissioner is rejecting the count in the polling
stations, then it does not make sense at all in the process
that is going on. So, that is another question that will
have to be answered.

Then, in areas like the Jaffna District, which was once
a war-torn area but now a peaceful area - despite the
presence of the army, they are coming back to normal life
- how are you going to apply the Ward System? Has the
Delimitation Commission gone into those areas? I cannot
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believe it because the electoral register had almost
895,000 voters in the Jaffna District and now it has come
down to 594,000. So, though your people have this
register open for about a month, I do not think they have
done a good physical verification of the population in the
Jaffna District. So, how will it be done? Will it be on a
guess estimate or will it be on the past information that
you are going to bring in the Ward System into play?
These are the questions that will have to be answered.

The other matter is about the money allocation. At the
moment, you allocate money to a council. That council
will in future allocate the money to the ward members
who are elected because it will be just a matter of “Yes”
and ‘“No” . You can safely say, “This is my ward" like in
the past. If that is the case, assuming it is the Colombo
Municipal Council, which has almost Rs.10 to 11 billion,
how is the money allocated? Is it on the whims and
fancies of the council or is it at the behest of the Mayor or
is it the finance committee that will proportionately divide
it among the ward members? These are matters that
would come up when practically implementing this
system.

Just about a month ago, the Hon. Minister of Local
Government and Provincial Councils brought in an
amendment to this Act that if, by chance, a Mayor or a
Chairman loses a ward, he is permitted to carry on, on the
same basis without having himself dislodged or removed.
This was done only about a month ago. So, that is, after
five or six years this particular election law came into

play.

o6 8.893.08. gm0 Ovmo
(LomendTLyLA@ 67.6T6V.6TID. BT _6D6VT)

(The Hon. A.L.M. Athaullah)

That is only for the existing members.

MO 68 WO BNGBZ D0
(orenTfl@ rall &HewTTHTILSS)
(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)
Only for the existing members?

o6 8.893.08. gm0 Ovmo
(LomedTLyLA@ 67.6T6V.6TID. ST _6V6VT)
(The Hon. A.L.M. Athaullah)

Yes.

®C 68 SN BZ D0

(orenrfl@ rafl &mHenTTHTLSS)

(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)

That is like the present one. You are bringing in
amendments only for the existing ones; the existing
President and existing local members et cetera. That is
also an anomaly in the system. You cannot bring in an

amendment - [Interruption.] So, prospectively, you have

rectified that error and only given a comfort factor for
them for this particular period. It would not be
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retrospectively going on, where anybody who lost out has
any right to come back. Is that right? Then, from the next
election which is on the ward system, this problem will
not come about.

So, on that particular basis, I would like to talk about
the money allocation. This is another concern that they
are having, because today, nobody is investing money in
a particular area not knowing what his proper ward is. I
am sure, as politicians who want to serve their people,
they would like to put their money in the best way where
their ward should come in. This dilemma is basically
creating confusion and the electors are not getting the due
service that is expected of them. So, Hon. Minister, I am
sure it is up to you to ensure and convince us as to how
best that we have got to go forward. This system is
certainly acceptable. It is a good system to go forward. It
is a very close nexus between the voter and the elector. If
that is the case, there will be certain drawbacks which I
just mentioned to you. I would like that clarified and if
there is any rectification, let us do that. Depoliticize the
system. Open the electoral system on a 365-day basis.

The next matter is with regard to the issue of identify

cards. Even in Colombo - [Interruption.]
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All T could say is, please ensure that we have this
system looked into and rectified, so that we could move
forward on this particular basis. Hon. Minister, you
mentioned about the Presidential system. I take this
opportunity to ask you this question because you are very
eager and I appreciate your sense of eagerness. Where is
the Supreme Court opinion that was submitted? You do

not have a Supreme Court - [Interruption.] No. Today,

the Hon. Speaker, when asked about the Supreme Court
opinion, stated that he has still not got it. What type of
banana republic are we living in? We are asking the Hon.
Minister concerned who the presidential nominee is.
There is no election in place. Now, the President sends a
request -

Bewdss 02 ©wisBn®

(swssefler Ursls sallFrert ojeuissr)

(Mr. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Hon. Member, please wind up now. Your time is over.
Now, you are taking the time allotted to the Government
side.
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(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)

I am sure the Hon. Minister will not mind because his
answer would be very brief.

Bewdus 0% 6wisBn®

(ewssaisr rdls salsmeri ojeuider)

(Mr. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

No. Before that, the Hon. Azwer is going to speak.

MG 08 S EBNB% DY
(oresTfl@ rall &menTTHTILSS)
(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)
Is that so? Please give me two more minutes, Sir.

©0 gC¥d &.80.00. g0 Owmo
(omessTLyLll @ DVADTE 67.6TF.6TLD. SeNV6uIT)
(The Hon. Alhaj A.H.M. Azwer)

That is wrong.
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(oresrfl@ rall SmenTTHTILSS)

(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)

I am trying to help the staff of Parliament, Sir,
because if we do not go beyond 6.30 p.m., the poor staff
will not get their allowance. Otherwise, this could have
been finished in two minutes. I feel sorry for them
because we move Adjournment Motions. At least let
them get their allowance. So, I am trying to take it
beyond 6.30 p.m. Please ensure that we are given
additional time, if required. Even if it is 6.31, let us give
that benefit to the staff.

@0 @C¥od &.00.00. g0 Owmo

(omessTLyfl @ VAN TE 67.6TF.6TLD. SsV6uIT)

(The Hon. Alhaj A.H.M. Azwer)

That is not a part of the electoral system, Sir. -
[Interruption.]

Bewdes 02 ©wisBn®

(owssaisr Urdls salsreri jeuider)

(Mr. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Hon. Ravi Karunanayake, I think it is not only in your
interest, but in the interests of all the MPs. Hon. Azwer,
you carry on.

@6 gFod &.90.08. qeddl dwmo

(LomessTLyfl @ VAN TE 67.6TF.6TLD. SeV6uIT)

(The Hon. Alhaj A.H.M. Azwer)

Today, I should say to my good Friend that your mike
is off and my mike is on. This is the problem with the
UNP. Your mike is still off, my mike is on and I am
speaking. This is the malady that the UNP is suffering
from, today.

Bewdss 02 ©wisBn®o

(swssaier LUrgl$ salsreari Seuiser)

(Mr. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Order, please! Hon. Azwer, please wait. Hon. Ravi
Karunanayake, can you wind up your speech in one
minute?
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(The Hon. Alhaj A.H.M. Azwer)

I have already started, Sir. I am on my feet.

Bewdss 02 ©wisBn®

(swsseaflsr Ursls sallerert ojeuissr)

(Mr. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Hon. Ravi Karunanayake, you can wind up your
speech.

G 08 S €aBNGB% DD

(orenTyll@ rall &meTTHTLSS)

(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)

Sir, on that basis, Hon. Minister, I truly ask from you -
after all you are an active Member in the Cabinet - to get
the Supreme Court opinion communicated to this
Supreme Body. This is not a Pradeshiya Sabha; this is not
the CMC,; this is Parliament. So, if we do not know what
the 10 Judges of the Supreme Court have stated there, that
is absolutely wrong. Even you are puzzled. -
[Interruption.] His Excellency is one; Parliament is
another. The President has to be fully represented in
Parliament.

BewTes 0% 8®isBn®

(ewsseflear Nrgls sailsFrari ojeuissr)

(Mr. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Hon. Ravi Karunanayake, please wind up. The Hon.
Azwer is here.

®G 08 S 0BNB% DvDo

(orenTfl@ rall &mHenTTHTILSS)

(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)

So, Hon. Minister, please ensure that there is a
responsibility on your part.

[6.20 p.m.]

@06 gFwod &.90.08. gdol Ovmo
(oTeTLLll@ VAN TE 67.6TF.6TLD. SsV6uIT)
(The Hon. Alhaj A.H.M. Azwer)
"emewe wstes’? ®Fed ewd."

Sir, he is making statements in this House, which is
against the Standing Orders; he is making a critical
assessment of the Supreme Court.

The Supreme Court is the most powerful, as far as the
legal system is concerned. Ten Judges of the Supreme
Court have given an opinion. Basically, it is an opinion.
Therefore, Sir, this is not something that the President had
referred to the Supreme Court like any other Bill. If there
is a violation of any Constitutional provision, he refers a
Bill to the Supreme Court. When the judgment is
received, the Speaker announces that to the House. But,
this is quite different. So, they must not speak desperately
about the Supreme Court. But, I want to challenge and tell
them this. They said that whatever the views expressed by
the Supreme Court, they would go to court. Have they not
gone to court still? What is pushing them back? Still, they
have not had the courage to go to court and they are just
getting up and blaming the others.

Sir, as far as this Adjournment Motion is concerned -
I must also confess that I have no quarrel with my Friend
in supporting this - I must say that what has happened
today is a little presumptuous. The Government has
already decided on the Ward System. This is also a
malady oozing out of the presidential system introduced
to the country by President J.R. Jayewardene because the
Proportional Representation System was brought into the
electoral system of Parliament and local bodies by his
amendment. Therefore, whom are they blaming? The
UNP is looking up and spitting on themselves. That is
what is happening today in this country.

Sir, I think the Local Government plays a very
important role in the political setup of this country. It is
the cradle from which all politicians catapult and
graduate into national politics. I recall, Sir, certain names
like the late Hon. A.E. Goonasinha, the late Hon.
S.W.R.D. Bandaranaike and the late Sir Razik Fareed,
who had their first stint in politics in the Local
Government. They came into politics through the wards
of the Colombo Municipal Council. I also recall, Sir, the
name of one barrister, the Hon. Cassim Ismail from
Galle, who was residing at the office of the Ceylon
Muslim League. He is the first barrister who got elected
from the Hultsdorp Ward or the New Bazaar Ward at that
time. But, he could not serve long because all the people
from the area came and talked to him about dustbins and
other matters. So, being a barrister, he respectfully
resigned and returned to his profession.

Sir, some more great names come to my mind like the
late Hon. (Dr.) N.M. Perera, Dr. Doric de Souza, my
political guru, the late Hon. Robert Gunawardena, the
uncle of the Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena and the Hon.
Gitanjana  Gunawardena, the late Hon. Anil
Moonesinghe, the late Hon. Bernard Soysa, the Hon.
M.H. Mohamed, the late Hon. (Dr.) W.D. de Silva, who
was called “Dadibidi” Silva, the late Hon. V.A.
Sugathadasa, the late Hon. M. Vincent Perera, Prof. H.A.
de S. Gunasekara, one of the cleverest economists in this
country and also Prof. Osmund Jayaratne. Some of them
came to Parliament through the Colombo Municipal
Council.

Sir, for all purposes, I think this Motion is good. But,
I say that you cannot do it on presumptions because first,
you have to have a Delimitation Commission appointed
to demarcate every ward under local bodies and other
municipal councils. Therefore, Sir, it has to be done after
the establishment of a Delimitation Commission.

Finally, I want to make a request from the Hon.
Minister at this time. Puttalam is a very important town.
Earlier, it was governed by a Development Board headed
by Mr. H.S. Ismail and others. Now, Mr. K.A. Baiz,
who has been the Chairman of the Puttalam Urban
Council for a long time, is doing a very good job of work
and that Urban Council has qualified to become a
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Municipal Council again. I hope you would also do
something to raise the standard of the Eravur Urban
Council. Thank you, Sir.

[¢.690. 6.24]
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(The Hon. A.L.M. Athaullah - Minister of Local

Government and Provincial Councils)
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Question put, and agreed to.
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Adjourned accordingly at 6.30 p.m. until 9.30 a.m. on Monday,
17th November, 2014 pursuant to the Resolution of Parliament of 31st
October, 2014.
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