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The Parliament met at 1.00 p.m.,

MR. SPEAKER [THE HON. CHAMAL RAJAPAKSA] in the
Chair.
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(Mr. Speaker)
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(The Hon. Karuppaiah Velayudam - State Minister of
Plantation Industries)

Hon. Speaker, | present the following petitions:

1038

1. A petition from Mr. K.R. Dissanayaka of No. 72,
Idipokunagoda Road, Tangalle;

2. A petition from Mr. M.G.M. Wickramasinghe of
No0.1335/13, Bogahawaththa Road, Pannipitiya;

3. A petition from Mr. N.D.B. Rajapaksha of No.
38, Godaparagahahena, Palathota, Kalutara;

4. A petition from Mr. W.P.R.D. Weerasinghe of
No. 48 L, Weralugolla Waththa, Wataddara,
Veyangoda;

5. A petition from Mrs. G.I.C. Perera of No. 63/16,
Dambahena Road, Maharagama;

6. A petition from Mrs. J.M. Kumarasinghe of Sri

Lanka Insurance Corporation Limited, Kaduwela
Branch;

7. A petition from Mrs. K.K. Shiranthika Pavithrani

of No. 18, 2nd Lane, Bangala Handiya, Pitakotte,
Kotte;

8. A petition from Mrs. K. P. M. Champika of
No. 340, Humbutiyawa, Nittambuwa;

9. A petition from Mrs. K.T. Matharage of Sri

Lanka Insurance Corporation Limited, Galle
Branch;

10. A petition from Mrs. M. Chandrika Priyani
Perera of Hathathuduwa, Kalawila, Beruwala;

11. A petition from Mrs. M. Verani Yashodha of No.
72/2, Mulleriyawa, Himbutana New Town;

12. A petition from Mrs. M. D. Nirosha
Pushpakumari of Sri Lanka Insurance
Corporation Limited, Kalutara Branch;

13. A petition from Mrs. M.G.S. Nilmini Kumari of
Fully Claim Unit, Life Department, Sri Lanka
Insurance Corporation Limited, Colombo 02;

14. A petition from Mrs. S.A.V.R.K. Siriwardhana of
No. 118/1, New Airport Road, Ratmalana; and

15. 15.A petition from Mrs. W.M.S.M. Weerasekara
of Sandaganagama, Weligepola, Balangoda.
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(The Hon. Eric Prasanna Weerawardhana)

®©0 WOITNEDROE, OO DUEEH®, 9Re®n®,
"38e88" vy BB8mewrd 688 ydu %808 emddced
v I®wuens’ C1ae euvud®n 88nsIDs.

988 WO ¢ eeNB® Owi» eors® ¢ @i
360000 e7O8a3 gy & Bewlw o &

FLOTLINGSLIIL L 1069ISHDNTLI CUITSILOSDIS SUPSYSHSGF FIL L &
FL1_ewemuil_ L1’ 1 gy.

Petitions ordered to be referred to the Committee on Public
Petitions.
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asked the Minister of Public Administration,

Provincial Councils, Local Government and Democratic
Governance and Minister of Buddha Sasana:

(@ Isheaware that -

(i) the garbage collected in the City of Kandy
is disposed of at a place in Gohagoda area
in Kandy close to the Mahaweli River; and

(if)  ananimal farm is run close to that place?
(b)  Will he state -

(i) whether legal permission has been granted
to run an animal farm in the aforesaid place;

(i)  if so, the names of the institutions that have
granted the aforesaid permission or the
name of the institution that has granted the
aforesaid permission;

(iii)  the name and address of the owner of the
aforesaid animal farm; and

(iv) if the owner of the aforesaid farm is
employed in another institution in addition
to that industry, the name of that institution
and the post held by him?

(c) Ifnot, why?
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(The Hon. Karu Jayasuriya - Minister of Public
Administration, Provincial Councils, Local Government and
Democratic Governance and Minister of Buddha Sanasa)
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NORACHCHOLAI POWER PLANT: OPERATION AND

MAINTENANCE
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asked the Minister of Power and Energy:
(@  Will he state -

(i) the name of the company which presently
carries out the operational activities and
maintenance work of the Phase | of
Norachcholai Coal Power Plant, which has
a capacity of 300 MW, of which the
construction work has been completed; and

(i) the date on which that company was
assigned with such responsibility?

(o)  Will he inform this House -

(i) whether arrangements have been made to
delegate the responsibility of carrying out
operational activities and maintenance work
of the aforesaid power plant to the Chinese
company which constructed that power
plant;

(i) if so, of the date from which such
responsibility will be delegated to that
company; and

(iii)  the scheduled dates of completion of the
construction work of Phase Il and Phase 111
of that power plant?

(c) Ifnot, why?
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(The Hon. Patali Champika Ranawaka - Minister of Power and
Energy)
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asked the

Minister of Power and Energy:

(@  Will he state -

(i)

the number of coal power plants that are in
operation in Sri Lanka at present;

(if)  the names of those power plants;

(iii)  the number of new coal power plants that
have been proposed to be built;

(iv) the locations in which the aforesaid power
plants will be established;

(v) the methodology that will be adopted to
acquire land that is required for the
aforesaid construction activities;

(vi) the number of units of electricity that is
generated by the Norachcholai coal power
plant at present; and

(vii) the aforesaid amount as a percentage of the
total energy requirement of Sri Lanka?

(b)  If not, why?
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asked the Minister of Mass Media and Parliamentary

Affairs:

@

(b)

©

Will he state -

(i)

(ii)

(iii)

(iv)

v)

whether the website named Sri Lanka
Mirror had been registered at the Ministry
of Mass Media and Information;

if so, the date on which it was done;

the fee the
registration;

charged for aforesaid

whether the premises used to maintain the
aforesaid website which was duly
registered, was inspected by the officers of
the Department of Criminal Investigation
and the computers in the aforesaid premises
were taken into their custody; and

if so, the date on which it was done?

Will he inform this House -

(i)

(ii)

whether the computers that were taken into
custody of the Department of Criminal
Investigation have been returned to Sri
Lanka Mirror following a determination
given pertaining to the two Fundamental
Rights cases that were filed at the Supreme
Court against the aforesaid conduct of the
officers of the Department of Criminal
Investigation; and

the action that can be taken by the Ministry
if there are constant break-downs in the
provision of internet facilities by service
providers to a news website that is
registered at the Ministry?

If not, why?
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asked the Minister of Highways, Higher Education
and Investment Promotion:

@)

Will he admit that -

(i) arrangements are being made to extend the
Southern Expressway to Mattala in
Hambantota via Godagama, Matara;

(if)  the Aparekka road had been proposed as the
closest entry point to the Southern

(b)

©
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Expressway from the Divisional Secretary's
Divisions of Thihagoda, Kirinda and
Dondra and surveying has also been
conducted already;

(ii) a move has been made to change the
proposed Aparekka entry point and shift the
entry point to Walakanda in the Kirinda--
Puhulwella Divisional Secretary's Division;
and

(iv) if the entry point is subjected to a change as
mentioned in (iii) above, the opportunity to
give benefits to a wider population will be
lost?

If so, will he inform this House whether he will
ensure that the entry point to the Southern
Expressway will not be changed as stated in (a)
(iii) above?

If not, why?
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asked the Prime Minister and Minister of Policy
Planning, Economic Affairs, Child, Youth and Cultural
Affairs:

(@  Will he state separately, in each year -

(i) the amount of money received by the
President’s Fund in the years 2010, 2011
and 2012; and

(i)  the funding sources of that amount?
(b)  Will he also state separately, in each year -

(i) the total amount of money spent by the
President’s Fund during the last two years;
and

(if)  the breakdown of that expenditure on each
sector?

(¢)  Will he inform this House -

(i) the basis on which people are selected for
providing aid for medical treatment from
the President Fund;

(i)  whether aids have been provided from the
President’s Fund for medical treatment to
members of Pradeshiya Sabhas, Provincial
Councils and the Members of Parliament
during the period of last 03 years; and

(iii) if so, of their names and the amount of
money provided to each person?

(d) Ifnot, why?
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(i) o O Woedpw a5 Diw »E Sec

30 2011 2012 8o Omnd
(. 8)
@03 GId 815,814,245.79 857,641,804.65 1,673,456,050.44
vewe cwe 600,866,585.50 734,128,030.50 1,334,994,616.00
a3
BwsO 90
0YeE W&

C & a8 §ee

B0 goidos 96,266,987.57 102,447,038.00 198,714,025.57
g0 2,000,000.00 10,200,000.00 12,200,000.00
.05

DOWD) L&

[<aIATe)




1061 2015 @»250:8 19 1062
3037 1,260,000.00 7,385,000.00 8,645,000.00 DEsw O DHBDHRC Cah ¢5Y e
DOWYD) ED
faYan=t @0 8. DO G-©OOH» s wwo 500,000.00

2012 05O o e 541,443.85
O ont.a0l. O8I o OBYF 1,000,000.00
P0dm »OYH 3,150,000.00 650,000.00 3,800,000.00 OB 8680057 250,000.00
©G®I Godad ©0 ¢8.0. B¢ [S515] 150,000.00
SHBBED O Bn®s 2088053 500,000.00
Sode Dxzad 2,000,000.00 800,000.00 2,800,000.00 00 8.8. gBumsiy o3 1,000,000.00
@ewo s e Bne 208E0053n 10,908,798.40
©0 J.00.08.00. gd3m0d [S:at5) 29,298,926.09
O Bn® 208Ee®s3n
@600 © 968,500.00 611,750.00 1,580,250.00 0 90.08ED. ox¥g
005y ®OWn Qom0 O Bn® ©d | ©8Ee®sin
@ewo s S8t Sedbdny OBne | I8
@0 emevEs SYBNEE | ©88e0sn
O Bn®* @538 w0 ©S;
0 1,522,326,318.86 1,713,863,623.15 3,236,189,942.01 o 8.00. sudsm SO 0
O Bn® [Srottetatery
@®omns
0 8605
[SIatta) 44,149,168.34
i 2] S CROBOD ¥ Bod
(@) ® 22@)2)5@;0 °0 oot v wqsl GeBede * ©00 §eR @m0 DRews’ gty endRD dn® Om® B arB.
() o> ed.
* Bedew, @0Dcsddiwed B8w (9E 8owun)
* Bwe® eedme®sInd (§ 8oum) DSIBNBD DO
. (FUTBTWST Sy6uTHeT)
0dBwed ewd 9Ee@mdied Edn oo (Mr. Speaker)
000530 000 BuBwdE 988wy S @A y@m gom 3-4769/'14-(2), ©S; aends gedBew Onmo.
0dd8sY  andsl, ©vn YO ©yShEH®
ylocewd S50deB ad@eBs eedes yBmS
5200 NG DD eaeem® IS, @6 HEST DS Bwd» Owma
(omevorLy LBl pedletT LisSSTL T gowioam)
¥ g8m0 wew gremdn) Grod em0@iB (The Hon. Nalin Bandara Jayamaha)
¥ aend 95 0meedn B0 DOITNBHROB, O ¢ends ged8Bn OIFH®o
CONEDsT & OO YBE»® gwxo.
* sheE @8m a@gpwe® 6.70,000= 820 oo
onieg
* SO 0®T FBMIC ©ews § ¢1Ene®@sinedsy okl qasd w3© @wmo .
B0 50 ewd 30 OB Seen T BOSBSY (1orerifl @ SjL1gied anedid)
03 OB GSWEBE EBNEEAD (The Hon. Abdul Haleem)
S (@] 8, & O® yam»wd B8Ens 8®
* S oFeen ©wi0mS ac@eBs’  yBeww OO DAOZOADRT, =9 A €20 & wem
PRSP 8B ecm® DL 9EC 8I50.
¥ uoBed aomBs od@us HB800 oss g O {mmé 9fbon’ BEOO Hewlw oz CF.
@ | 5imis B8RO 8t fod @ 05IBwn aflerrena upClpres STSSW Fwilbss Sl arull i L g).
edfwecst 80 8 emtl esBed D18 mom & 555 Question ordered to stand down.
gen 9CC0 988ud we.
i) eo. @5N@0dedIeE e B¢l DEwada : Sedmd
i) oo, BIHTFEFTEMEV 616V LT Blewsvuih © elLigid
NORACHCHOLAI THERMAL POWER PLANT: DETAILS
4845/°14
fale2te 5H® BRI o g5 Gee
00 B. ooBadgm® | medde ww 250,000.00 . o0 28 s ey Bvm - (o0 g8y
2010 o B0 ot Satmdesd® Oum edRO)
06 zoatnm swban | serd 300.000.00 (el pellsr uaTLTr gwwan - wraTYLE el
O Bn® @ O35 U LOTEITeTLIGLI(HLD FTITLITEs)
©0 BTG e58eosin 358,000.00 (The Hon. Nalin Bandara Jayamaha on behalf of the Hon.
BodBw @in® oS Ajith Mannapperuma)
908,000.00 BeBAC ¥ ICRDB @@ n@ensy gy ydme - (2):
Sl
(#) ornecdedded ms BB DEWICw ySBewsy
@m0  DE®CwW @D BEIEC ¥ BB
2000l eFmODCw S85Y e WS &l DO
fale1E1) 5H® [SYatoTe) G ¢5Y e On®s qﬁf@ﬁ)@qo
2011 ©0; ®exyd B8eem By e 300,000.00
odn® o8 (80) ©® dEomSEd,
®3 8. 985y 9 Bn®; [Setslclolag 250,000.00 .
o6 @35&' 5 9@5‘ . o ﬁ;@ﬁ@ () ©e80» alus ednEds ®:EPed®sinenD
OB 20580®s% 300,000.00 GeE 9 D16 WE Yo omn®ene;
n O34 =
I 850,000.00 (i) u8®Bw, cowdem I Hwwd »HFFOG
0@ITTVews’ g 98 BBO ©&0® ©wO®




1063

208E0®sInd

[0 DEBY DeBeNs swe®@y ©wmo]

(80

(g0

DOR® mocew wdn GB¥EmO Ie®
83ede;
(i) yO®Bewsy emc BFFOB v Bg O gBw &®
©8OITVewsy DE®ICL 98 BE BV
Be080 0 Bwo @86 mOedc;
(iv) acoOBweiDEO wy O mcs ne a8d® §
BB CB G OBOD D g aBd@ac Y
50 oD @Ivslensy aw WS OO0
BOYR WOBIEBICE,

(V) =808 awuo B8 =82 92 emme ©w®wd®
8870 o8 Sgw alwdwsy ¢ 92 @mom
castest »®, §O ovn mdede;

@535y D@ eOB® & ¢BIDsTemEE?

(i) 923ed &y DO YRR C s v
0 888 BeBw BescdOO wi1RH® WS Bed;

(i) BB e 28) SO0 ovny O ¥ wEE® &»
DOy B0 mOede;

@53 On® ey WOsTerBe?

ez doi 50, J ©xIe?

leiTougyl, sTashd jewwssenrd Cosl L ailerr:

(@1

(=)

BIHTFGFTEmsL yesrevLdledT Blewevwild Hrwmm  Loledr

BleweowGlwer  lsitougy),  eTAFES)  ewiosHssr
Qewevreri  gn PlujeTenTOreiTLNS  jeui  THMIs
Qs meTeuTym?

Gupuig LlsTBlemevwSSl6sT,

() wseord &L GSHaETs WS LU L LewTd
Qs rena wHMID GlFevall Ll L LewTs ClgTends
6T6MGUETEY;

(i) oo, o usFewkIGET WLOMID QFwHUTLH
BleDEVEMLD FLDLIBGLOTS eJDLISHL I BITLOTewsiLILd
SHLDLISTTIUJL 65T 2_SHT6UTH &TeVLILIS W|L_6vTT6sT
2 I 65TLIG S6m B TeTm]
Guhesrareariul_ g KHSST,

(i) srwmm Bewsvenw wWHMID @)L ELIMSlsTD
QFwedplIsHeT FIOLBSLOTS LOETHlensLWISHmSD
Blrwrenflss sbueilsd stdlrres Gumelsmessr
BL_QUIG HENSBHET ILITEHE,

(V)  SBEsCoumevsEpdEBTHD  BHETVILILIGS Ul

Quibs  Wsterrdems Gupmis  ClETeTeugsm

&THa D GlFevauTd CLBHBHOSTMSHLI LTSNS

IABHGL

LS mail BLaugdhend sTRLILITTT;

Qumrmliysamm  Geuerigwisuigser]

(V) @wserd  sLLsmwg Ffleur Biwresilssrs
SOUSTCw  9F6T  YBHSS S L BISEHETULD
wlrwrewnfliugrullmiilesr BN TEvT

& TTESTHRIGHET WIT6w6)

STOITLIENS Sjeuil @)FFenLid@ SPlafliiumryr?

@

()

1064
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asked the Minister of Power and Energy:

@)

(b)

©

(d)

Is he aware that the Secretary to the Ministry of
Power and Energy has stated that the Norachcholai
Thermal Power Plant is not up to the expected
standards?

Will he inform this House in relation to that power
plant -

(i) the estimated sum and the sum spent on the
first phase;

(if) whether an agreement with a warranty

period of time had been entered into with

the relevant construction company with

regard to the standard, equipment and

operational standard;

(iii)  the action taken against the company that
constructed the power plant regarding low
standards and breakdowns that occur;

(iv) whether arrangements will be made to

recover the massive amount of money spent
on repairs and the lost power during that
period from those who responsible for that;
and

(v) if the company which did not complete the
first phase properly engages in the
construction of the other phases too, the
reasons for it?

Will he state -

(i) whether plans have been made to provide
electricity to the people in a beneficial
manner in future; and

(i) the plan that seeks to bring down the
electricity tariff with the stipulated period of
time?

If not, why?

G 208 DB®8Bm Cendm DHm

(orerfl@ url_Lefl #bLils renTeudss)

(The Hon. Patali Champika Ranawaka)
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Annex

Results of Generation Expansion Planning Studies
Revised Base Case 2012

Table Ad.1 Revised Base Case Plan

YEAR RENEWABLE THERMAL THERMAL LOLP
ADD I:I'le\'S ADDITIONS RETIREMENTS %
4x5 MW ACE Power Matara
2013 4x5 MW ACE Power Horana 1.821
4x5.63 MW Lakdanavi
4x5 MW Northern Power**
2014 3x8 MW Chunnakum Exiension®* 1.357
1x300 MW Puttalam Coal (Stage 1)
1x300 MW Puntalam Coal (Stage 1) | 6x16.6 MW HeladanaviPuttalam s
2015 3x75 MW Gas Turbine 14x7.11 MW ACE Power Embilipitiya | 1.228
4x15 MW Colombo Power
35 MW Broadlands
i 120 MW Uma Oya . i il
2017 - 1x105 MW Gas Turbine - 1.433
2018 27 MW Moragolla Plant 2x250 MW Trincomalee Coal 4x5 MW Northern Power 639
Power plant 8x6.13 MW Asia Power
2019 y 2x300 MW Coal plant 5x17 MW Kelanitissa Gas Turbines o080
4x18 MW Sapugaskanda diesel
2020 - - - 0.247
2021 1x300 MW Coal plant - 0.162
2022 49 MW Gin Ganga *** | 1x300 MW Coal plant - 0.085
163 MW AES Kelanitissa Combined
2023 : 2x300 MW Coal plant el - 0.045
115 MW Gas Turbine
4x9 MW Sapugaskanda Diesel Exi1.
2024 - - - 0.169
2025 - 1x300 MW Coal plant 4x9 MW Sapugaskanda Diese] Ext. 0.162
2026 - - - 0.518
2027 1x300 MW Coal plant 0.466
2028 - 1x300 MW Coal plant - 0.370
2029 - - - 1.078
2030 - 1x300 MW Coal plant 1.094
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2031 | - 1x300 MW Coal plant 1.140
i
2032 l - 1x300 MW Coal plant - 1.233
Total PV Cost up to year 2032, USS 14,049.05 million [LKR 1,600,181.18 million]
Notes:
* Discount rate 10%, Exchange Rate as an average of January 2012 (USS$ 1 = LKR. 113.9)
»  All additions/retirements are carried out at the beginning of each year
* Committed plants are shown in Italics. All plant capacities are given in gross values.
L ]

PV cost includes the cost of Projected Committed NCRE, USS$ 689.98 million.

** Year of connection to national grid based on the estimated time schedule of Kilinochchi ~ Chunnakkam Tx line.

Lo '49_MW Ging ganga Hyldm Power Plant is forced in year 2022 considering 4 years for securing approvals and finances,
preliminary & detailed design, preparation of Tender Documents, Tendering and 4 years for construction & commission
work from year 2014 as water resource distribution of this Project s still not decided by Irrigation Department.

Generation Expansion Plan - 2012

DDIZNBZHNS)

(sumBTWST Sj6uTHST)

(Mr. Speaker)
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(The Hon. Sunil Handunnetti)
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(The Hon. Gayantha Karunatileka)
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6B ecmm CHH 9EE 83mo.

gane Oy Enm 988’ 8800 Bewlw wdzd &
aflormreney wmEDTG STEBND FLOFLINGSES HL 1 enerufli_ LI’ L g).
Question ordered to stand down.

Ot dmesced § Com mv0sB mbwrce
€% PATTONBOGGS 3®10® : 0)@¢R)
9|6féas P evBiens HTHTHD WHMID PATTON BOGGS
S10L16sT QBT (HEHHED 6UTHISH6V
SRI LANKAN EMBASSY IN US AND PATTON BOGGS
COMPANY: TRANSACTIONS
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asked the Minister of Foreign Affairs:

(@  Will he inform this House -

(i) whether the Sri Lankan Embassy in the
United States had dealings with the
company named "Patton Boggs” in the
years 2010, 2011 and 2012;

(i) if so, the period during which such
transactions have taken place;

(iii)  the task or tasks accomplished through such
transactions;

(iv) the benefits derived from them;

(v) the value of the payments made for the said

transactions;

(vi) the expenditure head under which funds
were allocated for this purpose; and

(vii) if agreements have been entered into with

that company whether such agreements will
be tabled?

(b) If not, why?

OS5 OB DS EIBEH OHmn
(orevryLll@ swhs &mHeTTSeVS5)
(The Hon. Gayantha Karunatileka)
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(The Hon. Nalin Bandara Jayamaha on behalf of the Hon.
Ashok Abeysinghe)
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asked the Minister of Health and

Medicine:

Indigenous

(@  Will he inform this House -

(i) whether Malaria has been completely
eliminated from Sri Lanka;

(i)  whether he is aware that malarial patients
have been identified again in Sri Lanka
recently;

(iif)  whether the use of the BTI larvicide which
was locally produced to eliminate dengue,
has been started;

(iv) whether the BTI larvicide imported to
control dengue has been completely
distributed?

(b) If not, why?
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(oreryfl@ (weusHw serpls)) rredls CFarTrde - HHTSTT
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Rajitha Senaratne - Minister of Health and

Indigenous Medicine)
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Question ordered to stand down.
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(The Hon. Sunil Handunnetti on behalf of the Hon. Ajith
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Ui @)dFFemwLid@ Mlalliiumyr?
@) @G, ersir?
asked the Minister of Health and Indigenous

Medicine:
(@ Isheaware that -

(i) the CT Scanner of the Kurunegala General
Hospital has been defunct for a considerable
length of time; and

(i) as a result of it being defunct, the patients
who come to that hospital have to bear a
huge expense as they have to go to private
institutions to obtain the service of a CT
Scanner?

(b)  Will he inform this House -

(i) whether any measure has been taken to
repair the defunct CT Scanner or to install a
new one;

(i)  how long it will take; and

(iii)  what amount of expenditure will be borne
by the Ministry for the purpose?

(c) Ifnot, why?
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Rajitha Senaratne)
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SRI LANKAN EMBASSY IN US AND QORVIS
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(o) (i) 2010, 2011 wpmud 20128 <y eETHS6M
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Qorvis  Communications  eremiid
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(2)) @)CneD, ereir?

asked the Minister of Foreign Affairs:
(@  Will he inform this House -

(i) whether the Sri Lankan Embassy in the
United States had dealings with the
company named Qorvis Communications
in the years 2010, 2011 and 2012;

(i) if so, the period during which such
transactions have taken place;

(iii)  the task or tasks accomplished through such
transactions;

(iv) the benefits derived from them;

(v) the value of the payments made for the said
transactions;

(vi) the expenditure head under which funds
were allocated for this purpose; and

(vii) if agreements have been entered into with
that company, whether such agreements
will be tabled?

(b)  If not, why?
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(The Hon. Nimal Siripala de Silva - Leader of the

Opposition)
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Seconded.
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Question put, and agreed to.

Bill accordingly read the First time, and ordered to be printed.

The Bill stood referred, under Standing Order No. 47(5), to the
Minister of Social Services, Welfare and Livestock Development for
report.
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ASSISTANCE TO AND PROTECTION OF VICTIMS

OF CRIME AND WITNESSES BILL
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Order for Second Reading read.
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Wijeyadasa Rajapakshe - Minister of Justice
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(The Hon. Shantha Bandara)
Sir, | rise to a point of Order.
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(Mr. Speaker)
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(The Hon. Rauff Hakeem - Minister of

Development, Water Supply and Drainage)

Sir, this Bill had been on the drawing board since the
year 2000. Several times - this is, in fact, the tenth
incarnation of the same Bill - it was debated and
adjourned after two days of full debate. Since it got
entangled in the whole issue relating to the former
commissions of inquiry on those ten incidents, again it
got politicized, unnecessarily. In fact, all agreed that
under the Criminal Justice system, this Bill is an
important one. Unfortunately, this got muddled with all
other international issues. Now, it is time that all of us,
with bipartisan support, pass this Bill. | do not think we
need to vet it through the Consultative Committee
process. This is my humble opinion, Mr. Speaker.
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(Mr. Speaker)
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(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella - Minister of Plantation
Industries and Leader of the House of Parliament)
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Hon. Speaker, as you are aware, victims of crime face
numerous problems as a consequence of being subjected
to criminality. While some of these problems are of a
general nature, some are directly associated with their
participation in the Criminal Justice system, which is an
adversarial system in our country. Having to face these
problems add to their trauma, and is sometimes more
traumatizing than the original crime itself. Furthermore,
these problems prolong the suffering of the victims and,
at times, cause permanent harm.

Lack of knowledge on how to deal with the incident:
whether to complain to the police or remain silent;
whether to institute civil legal proceedings et cetera; lack
of support and advice; absence or lack of proper treatment
and care by the State health service; absence of financial
and other resources to obtain treatment from the private
sector; absence of immediate financial relief to redress
material harm or loss suffered by them; absence of
psychological  support; social stigma, isolation,
marginalization; and occupational and financial losses are
the problems that the victims of crime generally face as a
consequence of being subjected to criminality.

Absence of an opportunity to submit to court the
nature of the penal sanctions such person may wish court
to impose on the convict; in a case of acquittal, the
accused not receiving information regarding the reasons
for the acquittal; in a case of conviction, the convict not
receiving information regarding judicial review of the
conviction about appeal or revision; absence of an
opportunity to make legal representation at such hearing;
not receiving information regarding the release of the
convict from the prison; not having an opportunity to
make representations before a decision is taken to grant a
pardon, are the main concerns of the victims in
criminality.

The other problems faced by the victims of crime are
threats, harassments, intimidations, retaliations or
reprisals, and other criminal offences. These are
perpetrated to dissuade victims from coming forward,
complaining to the police and testifying in court, or as a
punishment for complaining, and testifying.
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Problems associated with the receiving of
compensation have also been adequately addressed in this
Bill. The civil legal proceedings to obtain compensation
are time-consuming and expensive. Hardly any
compensation is received at the end of criminal
proceedings, and the State does not have a mechanism for
awarding compensation. These issues have been seriously
addressed when drafting this Bill.

Then, the plight of witnesses has also been taken into
consideration. They face certain problems such as
harassment, disbelief, absence of assistance to attend
court; threats, harassment and pressure not to attend court;
intimidation, retaliatory attacks et cetera.

Child victims of crime and witnesses have also been
addressed in this Bill. Due to tender age, inherent
weaknesses and vulnerabilities, the situation of child
victims of crime and witnesses has become a serious issue
in our country. Family members and guardians of child
victims of crime and witnesses also face numerous
problems during the criminal justice process.

It is also necessary to consider the present position of
the existing law. Victims are reluctant to report crimes in
certain circumstances and witnesses seldom volunteer to
make statements to the police. Sometimes, victims and
witnesses are reluctant to come to court to testify. The
overall efficacy of the criminal justice system has been
adversely affected as a result of those weaknesses and
lacunas.

Then, the objects of the new law are also an important
factor which has to be considered during this Debate.
They are: set out and recognize the rights and entitlements
of victims of crime and witnesses; establish mechanisms
to promote, protect, enforce and exercise such rights and
entitlements; provide for rendering of assistance and
protection to victims and witnesses; provide for payment
of compensation to victims; provide for obtaining of
redress by victims including restitution, reparation and
rehabilitation; set out duties and responsibilities of
judicial officers, police officers and other public officers
with regard to the victims and witnesses; stipulate
offences that may be committed in respect of victims and
witnesses and provide for implementation of
internationally accepted norms and best practices relating
to the protection of victims and witnesses.

According to the general scheme of the proposed law,
there are two categories of beneficiaries: the first is the
victims of crime and the second is the witnesses. Two
forms of relief have also been provided in the Bill: the
first is assistance and the second is the protection of the
law and the legal authorities.

A "Victim of Crime" means a person who has suffered
any injury, harm, impairment or disability, whether

physical or mental, emotional; economic or other loss as
a result of an act or omission, which constitutes an
offence under any law, or an infringement of
Fundamental Rights enshrined in Articles 11, 13(1) and
13(2) of the Constitution, and includes a person who
suffers harm as a result of intervening to assist such a
person or to prevent the commission of an offence, and
any member of the family and next of kin of such person,
dependents and any other person of significant
importance to that person. That is the definition given in
the Bill with regard to a “Victim of Crime”.

A “Witness” has also been defined. “Witness” means
any person who has provided information, lodged a
complaint, made a statement with a law enforcement
agency; or, has been summoned by a court or a
commission; or, has investigated into an offence or
infringement of Fundamental Rights enshrined and
guaranteed by Articles 11, 13 (1) and 13 (2) of the
Constitution. Such category includes a victim of crime, a
family member or dependent of such witness, or any
other person of significant importance, and also includes
an Expert Witness and a Defence Witness.

This Bill also provides to establish a Commission to
protect the rights and entitlements of victims and
witnesses.  “Commission” means, a commission
appointed under the Commissions of Inquiry Act and the
Special Presidential Commissions of Inquiry Act; a
Commission appointed under the Special Presidential
Commissions of Inquiry Act; the Commission to
Investigate Allegations of Bribery and Corruption; or the
Human Rights Commission of Sri Lanka.

This Bill also makes specific provisions with regard
to the Rights of Victims of Crime. A victim has to be
treated with equality, fairness and with respect for his
dignity and privacy. He is also entitled to receive
adequate, prompt, appropriate and fair redress including
reparation and restitution. He has to be protected from
harm, intimidation, reprisals or retaliation; medically
treated; and, be informed of legal remedies, the progress
of the investigation, dates fixed for hearing of judicial
proceedings, release on bail, discharge, institution of
criminal proceedings, conviction, sentence, acquittal of
the accused, assistance available et cetera. Such a person
should have the complaint recorded by any police officer,
and to have the complaint investigated into impartially
and comprehensively. He is also entitled to make
representations to the investigator and receive a feedback
regarding the progress of the investigation. Such a person
has to be represented by a legal counsel during
investigations, and he is entitled to present written
communications to the Attorney-General. Further, the
victim is entitled to be present and represented during
legal proceedings; to receive assistance required to attend
legal proceedings; to obtain certain legal documentation
from court; to submit to court - during trial or after
conviction, or prior to the sentence or in appeal or
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revision - the impact of crime. If a pardon or remission of
sentence is being considered by the relevant authorities,
such a party is entitled to submit the impact of the crime
and make representations. The victim of crime is entitled
to receive actual financial loss or expenses incurred due to
participation in legal proceedings; and to receive medical
treatment.

Then, this Bill categorically provides certain
entitlements to the witnesses such as to receive from
investigational, quasi-judicial and judicial authorities, fair
and respectful treatment; not to be harassed for providing
information regarding an offence or an infringement of
Fundamental Rights or Human Rights, volunteering to
make statements with a law-enforcement agency, and,
providing testimony. Witnesses are also to receive
protection against any real or possible harm, threat,
intimidation, reprisal or retaliation.

This law also provides protection to whistle-blowers,
which has not been provided in the previous statutes.
Accordingly, no person who has provided information
regarding the commission of an offence, infringement of
Fundamental Rights or Human Rights in such person’s
employment environment, shall be harassed, subjected to
suffering, loss or damage or any adverse change in
conditions of employment.

The Offences against Victims of Crime and Witnesses
have also been defined in this Bill. They include:
threatening; causing hurt; causing grievous hurt; wrongful
restraint; causing forceful or deceitful movement; damage
or destruction to property; harassment or loss or damage
to whistle-blowers; unlawful or unauthorized divulging of
information regarding informants or witnesses; providing
a gratification to another to desist from providing
information or instituting legal proceedings; providing
false information to obtain protection; unlawful or
unauthorized release of information relating to the
providing of protection, and thereby placing the life of the
protected person in danger.

This Bill also makes provisions to establish a National
Authority for the Protection of Victims of Crime and
Witnesses. This would be a statutory body tasked with the
primary responsibility of promoting and protecting the
rights and entitlements of victims and witnesses. It would
recommend to Government institutions, the measures to
be adopted to protect the rights and entitlements of
victims and witnesses. Further, it will maintain a
Compensation Fund to provide interim relief to victims,
pending a court of law formally awarding compensation.
Together with the Victims of Crime and Witnesses
Protection Division of the Sri Lanka Police, it will
provide protection to witnesses and victims. Further, it
will provide necessary assistance to victims and
witnesses, such as facilitating treatment, reparation,
restitution and rehabilitation. It will also recommend the
adoption of new measures relating to victims; and

investigate and inquire into infringements of rights and
entitlements of victims of crime and witnesses.

This Bill also provides for a Board of Management
tasked with the formulation of policy, supervision of
administration and management, and control of the affairs
of the Authority. There will be four persons chosen from
the fields of criminal justice, appointed by the
Constitutional Council. When the Constitutional Council
does not appoint, within one month of the vacancy
arising, the Minister of Justice, in consultation with the
President, Chief Justice, Minister of Human Rights and
the Attorney-General, shall make the appointment. That
includes four persons chosen from the field of Human
Rights, Secretary to the Ministry of Justice, Secretary to
the Ministry in charge of the Police Department,
Secretary to the Ministry of Human Rights, Secretary to
the Ministry of Women’s Affairs, Secretary to the
Ministry in charge of the subject of Children, a member
of the Human Rights Commission, a nominee of the
Attorney-General and a Senior DIG nominated by the
Inspector-General of Police.

There shall be a "Victims of Crime and Witnesses
Assistance and Compensation Fund". The Authority will
maintain a Fund to provide compensations to victims. The
purpose of maintaining this Fund is to provide interim
compensations to victims and assistance to victims and
witnesses. The High Court and the Magistrate's Court can,
when sentencing a convict, order him to pay an amount
extending up to 10 per cent of the fine payable to the
Compensation Fund. Additionally, the Parliament can
vote funds to the Compensation Fund.

Protection to Victims and Witnesses, and the Victims
of Crime and Witnesses Assistance and Protection
Division will also be established under this law. This
Division of the Police will be responsible for providing
protection to victims and witnesses. They will undertake
providing protection to them on a request by a victim or a
witness; a recommendation by the Authority; a report
from a law enforcement agency or a notification from a
court of commission. This Division will conduct a threat
assessment and thereafter enter into a MoU with the
victim or the witness.

The nature of the protection given by this Bill could
be summarized as follows: security to the person and his
property; temporary housing or accommodation;
permanent relocation; temporary or  permanent
employment; necessary finances; re-identification; and
any other measure which may be necessary to protect the
victim or the witness.

There will be a number of protective measures
adopted by a Court or a Commission. The Courts and
Commission would be empowered to adopt and enforce
necessary protective measures including the following:
conducting proceedings in-camera; adoption of measures
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necessary to prevent the victim or witness from being
subjected to unnecessary harassment; intimidation or
influenced by seeing the accused present at the venue of
the trial; preventing the identity and the background of the
victim or the witness or relevant parts of their testimony
from being disclosed to those other than the accused and
his lawyers.

Protection could be withdrawn when it becomes not
necessary any further and such occasions have been
identified in the Bill and could be summarized as follows:
when the need for protection no longer exists; when the
victim or witness requests that protection be terminated;
when the victim or witness refuses to receive protection;
when protection is abused; when the victim or witness
acts contrary to the terms of the MoU; and when the
victim or witness is found to have given a false statement
or testimony; or false information to obtain protection.

Sir, one of the most important features in this Bill is
that the victim is entitled to receive compensation in the
same proceedings unlike in the previous procedure where
you had to file a separate civil action, which takes years
and years, and by the time a decision is taken, the purpose
of the claimant is virtually lost. But, this provides
immediate relief. In the Bill it is provided that every
High Court and Magistrate’s Court convicting a person of
any offence, can direct the convict to pay compensation to
the victim of a crime, an amount extending up to Rs. 1
million. When compensation or damages are being
considered by a civil court, this amount should be taken
into consideration.

It further provides for testimony through the
contemporaneous audio-visual links. The victim or the
witness will be permitted to testify from a remote location
via a cotemporaneous or near-contemporaneous audio-
visual link. A court-appointed officer will remain at the
remote location from where the victim or the witness is
testifying, to provide authenticity to the process.
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(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella - Minister of Plantation

Industries and Leader of the House of Parliament)
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Hon. Minister, we are supporting this Bill.
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I want to put the record straight.
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There was no delay as such. This was tabled in 2012
and the Hon. Minister spoke about it.
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@O Berermi.

The High Commissioner has stated, “l have received
clear commitments from the new Government of Sri
Lanka indicating it is prepared to cooperate with my
office on a whole range of important human rights issues
which the previous Government had absolutely refused to
do, and | need to engage with them to ensure those
commitments translate into reality”. He further stated, “I
have therefore decided, on balance, to request more time
to allow for a stronger and more comprehensive report”.

95Ceu, BF ewwdsr, OCeusfllalleusTr Sewwdsr,
Feou YPoHveui HACurfliidb prer Csls allpbyeug)
sresrarGeusirmmev, Will the new Government acknowledge

the UN international investigation via the office of the
High Commissioner for Human Rights and agree to
cooperate with its mandate? Will the new Government
give immediate access to the OISL team to Sri Lanka?
Will the Government accept and arrange the visits of
Special Rapporteurs to Sri Lanka which are pending?

Sir, the wvisits of the Special Rapporteur on
extrajudicial, summary or arbitrary executions, Special
Rapporteur on freedom of expression and Working
Group on enforced or involuntary disappearances,
Special Rapporteur on summary executions, Special
Rapporteur on torture and others are still pending for a
long time since the Government of Sri Lanka has not
accepted their requests or cooperated with their office.

The present Government has made a commitment to
the United Nations High Commissioner for Human
Rights to cooperate with him. So, | would like to know
whether the Government will allow them to come to Sri
Lanka for the investigations, so that a clear and a proper
report can be given in the coming month of April. The
Government wants to postpone the United Nations
Human Rights Investigation Report. If they actually
want it in September, they must tell it very clearly to the
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people because the UN High Commissioner for Human
Rights has said that the Government has made a range of
commitments to him. Therefore, | would like to clearly
know from the Government Benchers whether you will be
doing that.
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(The Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Member, you have only one more minute.

@G ®IcBw OOy Owmo
(wrenryfl@ spewgwr LNGTEF b reir)
(The Hon. Kandiah Premachandran)

I will conclude, Sir.
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(The Hon. Thilanga Sumathipala)
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“The Minister on the recommendation of the Authority, may make
regulations under this Act in respect of all such matters as are
necessary to be provided for in order to give effect to the provisions
of this Act.”

So, there is no limitation here; there is unlimited
power. The Gazette can go beyond the expected scope,
which would be very difficult to turn back. So, by the
time it comes before the House, it might be too late.
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(Nrdlé FurpTusT Sjauider)

(The Deputy Speaker)

The next speaker is the Hon. (Prof.) G.L. Peiris.
Before he starts, the Deputy Chairman of Committees
will take the Chair.

enPRO Howlehs moemn® Gerwmewnsy o=
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Whereupon MR. DEPUTY SPEAKER left the Chair, and MR.

DEPUTY CHAIRMAN OF COMMITTEES [THE HON.
MURUGESU CHANDRAKUMAR] took the Chair.



1105 2015 @©a5D:3 19 1106

Bewrdes mcm swisn®o

(ewdseflsr LNrsls salsrari jauissr)
(Mr. Deputy Chairman of Committees)
Hon. Peiris, you may start your speech.

[3.05 p.m.]

@0 (B0aln) 8. &E. BSeS ®wma

(wrewryflg (Currdiflwir) gf.erev. Fiflev)

(The Hon. (Prof.) G.L. Peiris)

Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees, | am very
happy to participate in this Debate on an important piece
of legislation, following my Friend the Hon. Thilanga
Sumathipala. This is undoubtedly a piece of legislation
which goes a long way to fill a gap that has existed in the
legal system of Sri Lanka. It is, therefore, an exceedingly
timely and welcome piece of legislation. However, |
would like to point out that there are several deficiencies
in the Bill which we can still correct at the Committee
Stage before this legislation is enacted in a final form. |
say this particularly because this is a very far-reaching
piece of legislation. That is indicated in Clause 38 of this
Bill which declares that the provisions of this Bill shall
have legal force overriding the provisions of any other
law to the extent of inconsistency. So, if there is a
conflict between the provisions of the law, which we are
debating in this House today, and the provisions of any
other statute law except, of course, the Constitution, then
this particular piece legislation is entitled to prevail. So, it
has a special status in that sense in the legal system of Sri
Lanka.

A novel feature of this law which is also particularly
significant in the current context, is the provision
contained in the Clause 31 which enables testimony to be
given through audio-visual linkage without the person
giving that evidence, being physically present in court.
That is an important change. So, using modern
technology, a person can give evidence which is acted
upon by a court of law, even though that person is not
present in court at the time of giving his evidence.

It is important that this is confined to evidence given
within Sri Lanka. The words “within Sri Lanka” are
contained in Clause 31. | would like to refer briefly to the
history of this legislation. In the year 2008, when the
Assistance and Protection to Victims of Crime and
Witnesses Bill was presented, it contained a provision
enabling evidence to be given outside Sri Lanka through
audio-visual linkage. Now, happily, that provision has
been deleted from this legislation. When the 2008 law
was challenged in the Supreme Court, Justice Shiranee
Tilakawardane had some comments to make with regard
to that matter. But, we do not need to pursue that further
at this time because there is no provision in the existing
law for evidence to be given in this manner outside Sri
Lanka.

There is a further safeguard that is contained in Clause
32 (1)(a) which gives discretion to the Attorney-General

and to the Secretary of the Ministry of Justice to make a
recommendation that in particular circumstances,
evidence should not be received in this manner. In this
connection, there is a suggestion that | would like to make
to the Hon. Minister of Justice and this has to do with the
provision contained in Clause 3(h) of this Bill which uses
the word “legal counsel”. That is, a victim is entitled to be
represented by legal counsel. That is the phraseology that
is used in Clause 3(h). Now, the Supreme Court in its
Determination - a copy of which | have here - has
suggested that the word “legal counsel” should be deleted
and that it should be replaced by the phrase “attorney-at-
law”. That is to make it very clear that the person
representing the victim should be an attorney-at-law of
the Supreme Court of Sri Lanka. “Legal counsel” is a
term which is used to refer to practising lawyers in other
countries. It is a word that is commonly used in that
context, but here we want to make it very clear that the
lawyer representing the victim should be an attorney-at-
law of the Supreme Court of this country and not a
foreign lawyer. So, | think that should be the subject of an
appropriate Committee Stage amendment.

Then, the other deficiencies in the Bill, which | would
like to point out. The whole purpose of this legislation is
to inspire confidence. The object of the Bill is to give
protection to victims and witnesses, to encourage to come
forward and give evidence without fear in their minds.
That will, therefore, improve the quality of the
administration of justice because the court of law will
have at its disposal the full range of evidence that is
necessary to arrive at the truth in regard to the matter
which is the subject of the judicial inquiry. So, the whole
idea is to give people confidence to come forward without
fear, without anxiety, without apprehension.

There are some provisions in the Bill which militate
against that objective. For example, there is a very
powerful body that is established within the police force. |
am happy that my Friend, the Hon. John Amaratunga is in
the Chamber at this time. So, a very powerful mechanism
for the implementation of this legislation is located within
the police force and this is the "Victims of Crime and
Witnesses Assistance and Protection Division" of the
police force. It is established by Clause 19(1) and this is a
body that is created by the Inspector-General of Police, in
accordance with guidelines by the National Authority.
Clause 19(2) provides that a Senior Superintendent of
Police shall be in charge of this Division. One of the
deficiencies in the Bill is that there is no reference,
whatsoever, about who will actually comprise this
Division. This is a very powerful division and it performs
crucial functions. For example, according to Clause 20
(3), this Division within the police force has the power to
decide whom to admit and whom to reject as beneficiaries
of this programme. So, they have a discretion to decide
who should actually be admitted into this programme.

Unfortunately, there is no indication, whatsoever, as to
who would constitute this Division and what are the
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criteria that are applicable in that regard. | think that is a
clear deficiency in the law. Everything is left vague. Who
is going to constitute this body; in accordance with what
criteria is the body going to be constituted, is all left
vague, nebulous and open-ended. That is not going to
inspire confidence in the victim or the witness and to that
extent the purpose of the law is frustrated.

Then, there is a further deficiency that is contained in
Clause 21(2) of the Bill, which says that a request for
protection should be made to an officer-in-charge of a
police station. So, if | want protection, | have to go to the
officer-in-charge of the police station. He is one of the
people to whom | can make this request. But, in a
situation where the person concerned is wanting
protection from the police force itself, then there is an
anomaly here and an obvious conflict. So, that again is
something that stands in the way of accomplishment of
the objectives underpinning the very beneficial legislation
which is before the House this afternoon.

I would also like to bring to the notice of the Hon.
Minister of Justice that there is a deficiency with regard to
Clause 22(1) of the Bill. Clause 22(1) sets out different
kinds of protection which are available, what sort of
protection can be given. There are six different kinds of
protection that are made available. But, there is no
indication of the criteria in accordance with which this
decision is made. If a person comes forward asking for
this protection, asking to be admitted to the programme,
how does one decide whether that person qualifies or does
not qualify for admission? The criteria are not stipulated
and that again represents a lacuna in the Bill.

There is a very useful article which has been written
on this subject by an author called Rosalind Sipos and in
that article, there is a citation of the Model Witness
Protection Bill published in the year 2000 by the United
Nations Office on Drugs and Crime. In this draft
legislation there is an exhaustive enumeration of the
criteria which can be called in aid in this regard and, in
fact, those criteria are applicable in the law of several
jurisdictions, including Hong Kong.

I would respectfully submit that the Sri Lankan
legislation be significantly improved by the inclusion of
criteria, which would determine whether a request for
assistance is accepted or not. There are also some
problems connected with the allocation of responsibility.
Who actually decides whether a request is to be accepted
or not? Clause 13(d) of this Bill states that the National
Authority for Protection can perform this function. They
will appoint an officer to carry out any inquiry and if that
officer finds prima-facie evidence, then three members of
the Board will meet to consider the matter.

So, one of the bodies having the power to make this
decision is the National Authority. But, the National

Authority is not the only organ which has that power. It
is also available in terms of Clause 19(3) to the Division
that is set up by the Inspector-General of Police. So,
there is a certain duplication of functions. This function
can be performed by the National Authority; it can
equally well be performed by the Division set up by the
Inspector- General of Police.

That per se is not an objection, but there are other
problems which are reflected in the text of the law.
Clause 20(3) states that the Police Division may act on
the recommendation of the Authority. So, the Authority
recommends and the Police Division can give effect to
that. But, Clause 20(4) states that the Division can
provide this relief only after the conduct of a threat
assessment by the Division. So, the Division is required
to make a threat assessment. It is only after that, the
relief requested can be provided.

Now, to my mind, there is a clear contradiction
between Clause 20(4) and Clause 22(3). Clause 20(4)
states that the Police Division can give this relief only
after carrying out a threat assessment. On the other hand,
Clause 22(3) states, I quote:

“When providing protection or assistance to any
victim of crime or a witness, the Division shall act in
accordance with the advice and recommendations
made by the Authority”.

So, there seems to be a conflict between those two
provisions.When the Authority makes a recommendation,
is the Police Division bound to carry that out or would
the Police Division act only after making an independent
threat assessment and being satisfied that the relief sought
is required?

There is also a gap in the Bill with regard to another
matter. That is the removal or variation of protection,
which is provided for in Clause 22(5). Naturally, the Bill
has to provide for certain circumstances in which
protection once given, can be withdrawn. For example, if
the beneficiary of that protection abuses that protection or
commits a breach of the peace or violates the
memorandum of understanding in accordance with which
the protection has been provided, of course, in those
circumstances the protection has to be withdrawn. There
are several persons who have the authority to withdraw
that protection. There is a National Authority, a Senior
Superintendent of Police in charge of the Division, or a
Commission. All these people can order the removal of
protection once given. That is frank. There is no problem
about that. But, sometimes, protection withdrawn needs
to be restored on certain conditions being satisfied. The
giving of protection is not permanent. The withdrawal of
protection is also not permanent. So, there are
circumstances in which protection withdrawn may have
to be made available once more, resumed. The South
African law for example sets out very clearly
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circumstances in which there can be resumption of the
protection which has been withdrawn. The Sri Lankan
law has a hiatus in that regard, because there is no
comparable provision governing the resumption of
protection once it has been withdrawn.

There is also a defect, in my view, and | would like
the Hon. Minister of Justice to give his mind to that.
There seems to be a defect with regard to Clause 36 (1).
That is, it creates an offence if any person were to
disclose that "X" is a beneficiary of this programme.
Then, that is an offence. If | were to say that "so and so"
is benefiting from this programme, that of course would
endanger that person. It would put him in jeopardy and,
quite rightly, it has been characterized as an offence by
the provision contained in Clause 36(1). It is proper but it
is incomplete. What should be criminalized is not simply
the disclosure that a particular person is a beneficiary of
the programme. If you look at the Canadian legislation,
for example, any disclosure with regard to the location of
that person - you know, in some circumstances you may
have to provide a person with a temporary abode, some
address, a means of livelihood. Those are effective means
of providing protection for victims and witnesses. So, if
there is any divulging of the location of that person or any
temporary employment, which may have been provided
for him as a means of livelihood, those can also not be
disclosed, because if those are disclosed, that would also
entail substantial jeopardy to a person who happens to be
a beneficiary of this programme. Those situations are
catered for by the law applicable in other jurisdictions,
notably Canada, but that is entirely lacking in the
provisions of the Sri Lankan Bill, which is the subject of
Debate in this august Assembly today.

The Hon. Minister of Justice may also like to consider
whether he is entirely satisfied with the definition of the
word, “witness,” that is contained in Clause 46.
Particularly, in our culture, it often happens that threats
are directed not only to the person concerned, but to the
spouse or to a child, for example. In some countries, the
ambit of the protection is not rigidly confined to the
particular person whose evidence is required in a court of
law, but legitimately that protection is extended to
members of his family. But, the definition of the word,
“witness” in the draft Bill, contained in Clause 46, is
perhaps incomplete and inadequate in that regard.

There is also, to my mind, a problem with regard to
the financial provisions under Clause 39. Clause 39 is a
crucial provision, because it governs finance. Clause 39
(2) states, | quote:

“The provisions of Article 154 of the Constitution relating to the
audit of the accounts of public corporations shall apply to and in
relation to the audit of the accounts of the Fund of the Authority and
the Protection Fund.”

Clause 39(2) states, | quote:

“The provisions of Part Il of the Finance Act, No. 38 of 1971 shall
mutatis mutandis apply to the financial control and accounts of the
Funds referred to in subsection (1).”

But surely, in this area of the law, you need to strike a
perceptive  balance  between transparency, and
accountability. Of course, these are public funds and the
manner in which these funds are disbursed and expended
needs to be known by the public. But, at the same time,
there is a real need for secrecy, because you are protecting
somebody who is very vulnerable and unless that person
is satisfied in his or her own mind that they are safe, their
family is safe, they will not come forward to give
evidence. The entire object of this law is to remove
inhibition in the minds of potential witnesses and to
encourage them to come to a court of law and offer
testimony without any vestige of fear or apprehension in
their minds. Consequently, the provisions dealing with
finance fail to accomplish that objective and do not, in my
opinion, establish the equilibrium that is required in this
area of the law.

So, these are some of the suggestions which | would
like to make for consideration by the Hon. Minister of
Justice and if he feels that some of these ideas should be
incorporated into the law by way of Committee Stage
Amendments, then, | would commend these matters for
his attention.

The Supreme Court, in their Determination, has
already pointed out some areas whether there is a lack of
clarity. For example, three judges of the Supreme Court
presided over by the present Chief Justice, have pointed
out that the provisions of Clause 3(c), relating to
procedures for redress, need to be improved. So, | am
sure, that will be done by the Government at the
Committee Stage. The Supreme Court has a -

@06 (9pD08e) Besseats Gorsesrle Owmo

(orenrfl@ (S0THF) allLwsren rreuFag)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Wijeyadasa Rajapakshe)

We are going to incorporate all the amendments
suggested by the Supreme Court.

@G (Bnbw) 8. 8G. 85ed ®wmo

(wressryfl@ (Currdflwir) of.etev. LFiflsrv)

(The Hon. (Prof.) G.L. Peiris)

The point 1 am making, Hon. Minister, is that apart
from Clauses 3(c) and 3(f), those are deficiencies which
have been specifically pointed out by the Supreme Court.
I am happy that the Government is accepting those
suggestions and moving the Committee Stage
amendments accordingly.

Bewdss m00m ewisBn®

(ewssefler LNrsls sallsrari Seuissr)

(Mr. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Hon. Member, you have one more minute.

@G (Bnbw) 8. 8G. 85ed ®wmo

(wrewsryfl@ (Currdfwir) of.eev. LFiflsrv)

(The Hon. (Prof.) G.L. Peiris)

Okay, Sir. But, those are not the only areas where
there is a lack of clarity. | have pointed out at least six or
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seven areas where there is that a lack of clarity and that
impinges upon matters of substance and can well stultify,
at least in part, the very opportune and beneficial
objectives that you are striving to achieve, quite
admirably, by the presentation of this legislation to
Parliament.

So, | would suggest that in addition to the suggestions
made by the Supreme Court in respect of particular
provisions of the Bill, that you give your mind more
broadly to some of the other gaps in the Bill, because
there are many gaps and if you compare this legislation
with what is operative in other parts of the world, then we
can see that the protection that is offered is incomplete in
several crucial respects, and it may therefore be worth
focusing on those areas in order to make the law more
effective and to accomplish with greater efficiency, the
laudable policy objectives which underpin the provisions
of this legislation.

| thank you, Sir.

[e.e0. 3.26]

©0; sy 8000 Owm (Pvsm ©d®, HBYH
DEOBNDC | M HBB WS podm »OYD
@@ ®0)
(orevsrLll@ Cemredt SIOTGIBIG - WEBET RUWEIEG, HOTTHS

PSBTEOLD LHMILD SMeVHe FLOW BY6YI6U6VS6IT

O|EOLDEFFT)

(The Hon. John Amaratunga - Minister of Public Order,

Disaster Management and Christian Affairs)
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He is the Minister of Defence and this matter will
have to be taken up with him. | will certainly bring to the
notice of the Hon. Minister of Defence, who is the
President, about this issue that was raised by the Hon.
Premachandran.
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Bewdss m00m ewisBn®

(swssefler Lrsls sallsrari Seuissr)

(Mr. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

No, you have been allotted only 10 minutes.

@G @IsY g®0n® Bwmn

(omevorLy1fl@ Ceamedr SyLOTEIBIS)

(The Hon. John Amaratunga)

I am taking the 10 minutes allotted to the Hon.
Mangala Samaraweera also. So, | should have 20
minutes.

Bewdts 0m ewsnBn®
(ewdsefler LNrsls sallsrari Seuissr)
(Mr. Deputy Chairman of Committees)
All right.
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(The Hon. John Amaratunga)
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(ewssseflsr LNrsls sailFrari Hjeuissr)

(Mr. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

In the case of the Hon. T. Maheswaran, | think the
Court has given a verdict.

@G etdst gOIR® Owmo

(orerLfl@ Ceamesr S)LOT&IBIS)

(The Hon. John Amaratunga)

We are unable to resolve these murder cases that have
taken place. Why? Because nobody is coming forward to
give evidence through fear of life and death. That is the
reason. If this law had been enacted and if this was in
existence, this would not have happened. Even in the case
of the assassination of the former Minister, Hon. Jeyaraj
Fernandopulle, there is a lot of controversy. There are
different arguments that come up as to who did it; how it
was done; how people were kept hidden in a house; they
ran away and half way through they were murdered.
There are a lot of stories. But, we could not arrive at a
final decision. I will come to that.
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Sir, | rise to a point of Order.

Bewdss 2000 ewisBn®

(ewssefler Lrsls saillsrari Sjeuissr)

(Mr. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Order, please! There is a point of Order being raised
by the Hon. Lalith Dissanayake. Yes, Hon. Member,
what is your point of Order?
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(The Hon. Lalith Dissanayake)
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(Mr. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

That is not a point of Order. Hon. John Amaratunga,
you carry on.
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(The Hon. John Amaratunga)
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(Mr. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Hon. Minister, you have taken the 10 minutes that was
allotted to the Hon. Mangala Samaraweera. The next
speaker is the Hon. Sunil Handunnetti.
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Hon. Sujeewa Senasinghe, your time is over.
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(The Hon. Sujeewa Senasinghe)
Sir, | rise to a point of Order.
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(Mr. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Hon. Sujeewa Senasinghe, what is your point of
Order?
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That is not a point of Order.
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(Mr. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Order, please! Will an Hon. Member propose the
Hon. R. Yogarajan to take the Chair?
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Wijeyadasa Rajapakshe)

I propose that the Hon. R. Yogarajan do now take the
Chair.
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Whereupon MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN OF COMMITTEES left
the Chair, and THE HON. R. YOGARAJAN took the Chair.
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Hon. Member, you may continue with your speech.
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(The Presiding Member)

Hon. Member, you have one more minute.

@6 GBS Cwaznwm Swmo
(ore i@ wedls Hermruiss)
(The Hon. Lalith Dissanayake)
@%ei.

& acg 00 mE emBNO gBwIDTNIBDOTHews HOB
He eemm yodrl. 0®m gm® Oren. «® BE
0B OWO evd BrIenwenO t® BB VRO weg,
& CEH® e ylocw O0emGiOn 0O © OmeEO,
3Bw@DrNImomewsy HOB VYD 1 Bw® mOsIn yOoss.
E® 9p® owme ocwn. IDemd BWEmGOTTed
3BB08m® grdmiewr Do,

BBewwsS 91000 ¢8 ¢sizn mdemen mnO8, edewd
20edNDE ©® WOYNDOEE eedes wuim Ori JO OO
Baead & qoe dBmoied BBwwd Om08. »Y ®
e emYdsm W, gom ¢wdn & wews gdas ACHE
2 Beands. & w@asidewsy 14.(1) (i) c» DostBwe wdes
o®ei wewsy OB !

"e@m0mwu 0wl 0885’ WD @0 W@ mEFHRO,
sBw BEO wy Bowsx HBO wew ewEEd wBFven wOWsY,
@070 BOVEY EMFOE ¢ ddan, Bedsied »gBe® ewfdc
cdam @nod dyed owd I8 wrinmed ewd wided Bedm ©®
elamew, &8 wudm me BOsnm owd cdmn ocwr aldmSw
©0n 928 BB Bwd B3S;"

& @060 T Co OB YOO,

0208800 WO 5 83ME udFw WoT®, Dm S
oI aBB0BHO 0® vmE ewddum e I &
Beadmrydn. & Bw 00w 9m® D1cont sm emYyOun .

28 Bemd, 0 el ¥y wady Bvewsd Onow
0® smy emYOun 928ur me Dilw wrlesy ByWw BWEo.
ged 8Oy aldmdon OB ¢nd ged clwr o® wmnf
emy@un 00 HFTDWO eremBID HOYR O BedmDow
Bws) O Oz S,

2005 Dnewsd, »0 BoHms Bestm »@BE. ¢8
2dw0eme O DO ®O®D. DY & BBw Hwosd®m 8O
0 08 By duim Q. clowleewmdBsY
BBy 0oy 9o BB, & aw IEHODED «wo BBO, &
38 Pewlds) OENE® Dred FBOE Wt BHHINGIOED
s BBO OB »Oun €S & »OYnDE BBScwDwd
MECH B ®O 0oImHDow Bwo & Bomds. Fo HOBIH
O, Dend® moes wWHIBws w8, § coww Bewd
efesy o8 Do BB, o wemes B0 SR
O Rt mOY Bwmrds. HNB, P© DO BHHHRGOEO
s wostes’ ! @ DHRCWO® »O® »OTed
©%-DBwWEI, NTHO® 60T HOB ux mosTesy. DR
s v meed &y u5/8® i wy BEHWE O BBEo,
00 0@ BwEs I amd LB ®OGYH WO Bedmdag?
0, & IO 8Oy Bw@ 0¢v0® 9O mSE Bedmdo.
00 & o O e¢wn BuE Ood D OO,

oG 00 OEROB, ® O» 8O @WOmEE
DO0eE BosmnymE @8y w0fn O1x00d B Bedm ¢wkd &
Do8mo 482 988w WO Beamds. ©od guv & By
Beadmrdn. & RES¥OEO a0 BosmymEd O1008m ®OWD
BE ©ONEE »oded 48eceny s ICHFWcews’ dgDE
RYsied 80 DaFBe 5B WO Bedmdr. @I ewewss



1131 8Ee®xsind 1132

[061 GBS Ewovnwm @wmn]

Br¥cont 8z Bpens, & BsIcd 8Eoslery B0 »Ogn
WO Beamdn. 0® Bw gc 48 ecomrymd a0 dwn dm
O Be® Cedend 0B 0DE1 BedmDr. B BIECHW BT
ePeund¢ BuEr OO gumdl. HOTed ¢SO0 BBIB PO
W0 O RS O Beadmd. & gv dCHTmdews’ &
HOmOE B3wo »® yEmwE . DY OEE
DHOoed ALy 88m B OCOE D100 »E 48 ecom wy
B @O BeEdd gmdewrsy ACHTmdews’ ¢85y
®O O Beadmd. & Bw v sems  "Ov sem"
DIFOBO ©5 WO O Bed®s 0© Bwd oOmdo.
B8,

[4.20 p.m.]

@6 68 vBRO Pwm (20082 8-08Lm, BE BdseH
0 0D g1 n®o)

(wresryflE paylt andid - bar HLlallhdbsl, BT euLpmiIseD
LHMILD 6UIGHETVENIOLIL| HEMLOFFIT)

(The Hon. Rauff Hakeem - Minister of
Development, Water Supply and Drainage)

Bismillahir Rahmanir Raheem.

Urban

Hon. Presiding Member, this Bill that is before the
House today, is perhaps one of those pieces of legislation
which has undergone a long gestation period though the
Bill itself has been a long-felt need in the Criminal Justice
system of Sri Lanka.

I must thank the Hon. Lalith Dissanayake for having
made some critical comments on this Bill. |, perhaps, am
one of those in the Chamber today, who can be much
relieved that this Bill is being finally taken up for debate
and adoption. Being somewhat exhausted attempting to
get this through the Cabinet, - it has been going back and
forth from the Attorney-General’s Department, then to the
Police Department - it is indeed a matter of relief that
finally we see the Bill being presented by my successor,
the Hon. (Dr.) Wijeyadasa Rajapakshe and debated. In a
sense, it is a matter of conscience and a matter of
credibility for all of us since this has been an assurance
that we have even given to the international community at
different forums including in Geneva. This Bill was
originally formulated as a result of the National Centre for
Victims of Crime promoting this, and then, way back in
the year 2000, it was proposed that the Law Commission
examines the need for this legislation. Unfortunately,
though they started work in the year 2000, they shelved it
for a while. Then, in 2004, it was revived once again and
we were able to have deliberations with different forums,
both governmental and the civil society. The Bill has had
the benefit of input from diverse segments of society and
has even been vetted through the Consultative Committee
process several times.

Here, | must, particularly thank two officials of the
Attorney-General's Department, Mr. Yasantha Kodagoda,
who is present in the Officials' Box, and Mr. Sarath

Jayamanne, both of whom are now Additional Solicitors-
General. They had assisted me when | was given this
responsibility. | believe one has already taken silk and
the other is due to take silk in a few days' time. Let me
congratulate them and recognize them for having
contributed immensely in the deliberations in trying to
see this Bill through multifarious forums through which it
had been vetted.

I must say that mid-way, in 2006, unfortunately with
the institution of the so-called International Independent
Group of Eminent Persons, who were appointed to
supervise the Commission of Inquiry that was set up to
go into 10 incidents of grave crime or some tragic
incidents that took place during that period, the Bill itself
became a very controversial subject getting entangled in
political debate and that was particularly because of the
incidents relating to the massacre of five students in
Trincomalee and thereafter the so-called massacre of 17
aid workers in Muttur which became a matter of
discussion in many international forums. Particularly, in
the Universal Periodic Review Sessions in Geneva, our
delegation had to face many hardships in trying to assure
the international community that we, indeed, are
concerned with the safety of victims and witnesses and
that we are quite ready to make this idea of Assistance to
and Protection of Victims of Crime and Witnesses Bill, a
reality. Ultimately, we have had some success in vetting
it through different processes.

Let me tell you very briefly, Hon. Presiding Member,
that some of us who have been in practice of the criminal
law in the law courts of this country do know that victims
of crime are quite often very reluctant to report the
crime. Then, we also see witnesses seldom volunteer to
make statements to the police. This is something that we
see in everyday life. Victims of crime and witnesses are
reluctant to come to court to testify. Then, we have
victims of crime and witnesses who are not only reluctant
to testify, they very often change their version of the
story. Then, we also have the overall efficacy of the
criminal justice system that gets adversely affected
because of these issues connected with victims and
witnesses. And, therefore a mechanism of this nature
which gives protection to victims of crime and witnesses
is a long-felt need in our criminal justice system.

I am sure my Friend, the Hon. (Mrs.) Rosy
Senanayake who looks after children’s affairs as far as
her portfolio is concerned and others perhaps will deal
with child victims and witnesses and women particularly,
who very often are so reluctant to come before courts of
law or to even report a crime to the police. Due to tender
age, inherent weaknesses and vulnerabilities, the situation
of child victims of crime and witnesses is much worse
than adult victims. Family members and guardians of
child victims of crime and witnesses also face numerous
problems during the criminal justice process purely
because of matters of stigma when it relates to social
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issues and outrageous incidents that can happen to women
in particular, and children. Therefore, this particular Bill,
I am sure, is a long-felt need in our criminal justice
system and we are all relieved that we have been able to
finally bring this to some fruition.

| must say that there are two categories of
beneficiaries here which all of us know. One is, victims of
crime and the other is witnesses. Then there are two forms
of relief that are sought to be given. One is, assistance and
the other is the protection.

The objectives of this law are also very clear: set out
and recognize rights and entitlements of victims of crime
and witnesses; establishe mechanisms to promote, protect,
enforce and exercise such rights and entitlements; provide
for rendering of assistance and protection to victims of
crime and witnesses; provide for payment of
compensation to victims of crime; provide for obtaining
redress by victims of crime including restitution,
reparation and rehabilitation; set out duties and
responsibilities of judicial officers, police officers and
other public officers with regard to victims of crime and
witnesses; stipulate offences that may be committed in
respect of victims and crime and witnesses; provide for
implementation of internationally accepted norms and
best practices relating to the protection of victims of
crime and witnesses. This, | believe, have all been
embodied in an elaborate way in the several sections that
deal with the different aspects of this Bill.

Then, we also have the issue relating to the
protection of whistle-blowers. A whistle-blower is a
person who is not connected with the victim or the
witness; he could be a public-spirited person who could
come forward to throw some light on a possible crime
having taken place. No person who has provided
information regarding the commission of an offence,
infringement of fundamental rights or human rights in
such person’s employment environment, shall be
harassed, subjected to suffering, loss or damage, or any
adverse change in conditions of employment. This is
something praiseworthy for having been included.

We also have the establishment of the National
Authority for the Protection of Victims of Crime and
Witnesses and the Board of Management. | am sure the
Hon. Minister will select the right type of people with the
correct credentials to man these institutions that will be
created. That will be done without delay once the Hon.
Speaker places his signature and the Bill becomes law.
This is going to bring lot of relief to many people.
Unfortunately, as | told you, this had got entangled in
political controversy because of some of the unfortunate
tragic incidents that happened in the past and had got the
country also into some disrepute for having procrastinated
in passing this Bill.

Having been the former Minister of Justice, | have
been at the receiving end of criticism by many Members

on both sides of the House perhaps and particularly from
the Opposition. Now, | find myself among those very
people who criticized me for having delayed bringing
this Bill to fruition. But, as | told you, Sir, | am a much-
relieved person today because we see the light of day at
the end the tunnel.

Then, Sir, we have this important aspect leading to the
protective measures to be adopted by a court or a
commission of inquiry. Courts and Commissions would
be empowered to adopt and enforce necessary protective
measures, including the following: conducting
proceedings in-camera which is quite often done in courts
of law in this country; adoption of measures necessary to
prevent victims of crime or witnesses from being
subjected to unnecessary harassment, intimidation, or
influenced by seeing the accused present at the venue of
the trial. This particularly relates to child victims most
of the time; preventing the identity and the background of
the victim of crime or witnesses, or relevant parts of their
testimony from being disclosed to those other than the
accused and his lawyers. That, sometimes becomes
absolutely necessary in a trial particularly when it comes
to protecting victims of crime.

The Bill also goes to the extent when the protection
will be withdrawn, which is also quite important, because
otherwise, it brings in unnecessary expenses to the State
to keep on providing protection to victims and to
witnesses. Protection will be withdrawn when the need
for protection no longer exists; when the victim of crime
or witness requests that protection be terminated; when
the victim of crime or witness refuses to receive
protection - that also can happen. It has been observed in
the past that sometimes giving protection can also attract
unnecessary attention onto yourselves. Protection may
also be withdrawn when protection is abused - that is
another possibility. People can abuse the protection they
get for a variety of other purposes. Protection may also be
withdrawn when the victim of crime or witness acts
contrary to the terms of the memorandum of
understanding entered into; when the victim of crime or
witness is found to have given a false statement or
testimony or false information to obtain protection - this
too can happen to people who have been associated with
such situations in the past in a court of law.

Then, the most important other aspect which perhaps
attracted some attention from some Members who
participated in the Debate today, is this testimony through
contemporaneous audio-visual link and this was
particularly an issue which resulted in the International
Independent Group of Eminent Persons, which oversaw
the conduct of the inquiry by that Commission of Inquiry,
that was appointed.

G806 O5IEn®

(pewevemwgTHRIGL 2 Mliilesi j6uiaer)

(The Presiding Member)

Hon. Minister, you have exceeded your time.
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(The Hon. Rauff Hakeem)
Sir, I am winding up.

That particular Commission, which was led by a very
eminent jurist from our region, Justice Bhagawati, got
into a very awkward situation where our own Attorney-
General virtually challenged the right of the International
Independent Group of Eminent Persons to stipulate
conditions for the testimony through contemporaneous
audio-visual link, resulting from a particular testimony
and while it was being recorded, it ran into a controversy.

So, all these dragged this whole issue into a muddle
and finally brought us some disrepute, purely because
some felt that we are deliberately procrastinating in
bringing this Bill, based on some assumptions that we had
something to hide. Certainly, we have nothing to hide and
our judicial system is something that has been tested over
a period of time. It may have gone through its own
convolutions in the past and the efficacy of the system
remains very much to the core. I am sure the introduction
of a Bill of this nature will certainly enhance the value
that our system enjoys and our criminal justice system
will be very much richer in content with the introduction
of this law.

Thank you very much, Sir.
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Hon. Member, you have to wind up now.
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(The Presiding Member)

Hon. Member, you have only one more minute.
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(The Presiding Member)
Hon. Member, please wind up now.
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(The Presiding Member)

Order, please! Will an Hon. Member propose the Hon.
Perumal Rajathurai to take the Chair?
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(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)

| propose that the Hon. Perumal Rajathurai do now
take the Chair.
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Question put, and agreed to.
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Whereupon THE HON. R. YOGARAJAN left the Chair, and THE
HON. PERUMAL RAJATHURAI took the Chair.
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(The Hon. Mahinda Samarasinghe)
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(The Hon. Ajith Mannapperuma)
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(The Presiding Member)

The next speaker is the Hon. Chandrasiri Gajadeera.
You have 10 minutes.
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(The Presiding Member)

Order, please! The Hon. Deputy Speaker will now
take the Chair.
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Wijeyadasa Rajapakshe)

Hon. Deputy Speaker, can | just make a clarification
with regard to what the Hon. Member said?

Bewdts Orznemn®o

(LNrdld FuThTLST jeuidsT)

(The Deputy Speaker)

Yes, Hon. (Dr.) Wijeyadasa Rajapakshe.

@07 (08w) Bedweats Gaeseszse Owmn

(oreryfl@ (SvTHE) allmwsren rreusag)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Wijeyadasa Rajapakshe)

Sir, there are about 182 suspects who have been taken
into custody under the Prevention of Terrorism Act. They
had been there for a long time. Now, we have appointed a
committee to make an evaluation as to whether in fact
there are evidences to prosecute them. After obtaining
that report within two or three weeks, we may be able to
make a decision very soon. With regard to the detainees
against whom there are no material evidence, we will
have to take steps to release them.

@0 §Giedy OTIcn@l ®wmo
(rewryll@ Y mBHeH FhFr@Lomi )
(The Hon. Murugesu Chandrakumar)
Thank you very much.
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(The Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Member, please wind up.
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(The Hon. Murugesu Chandrakumar)
Just give me two more minutes, Sir.
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(The Deputy Speaker)

Please try to conclude within one minute.
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(Nrdlé Furprusi Sjeuissr)

(The Deputy Speaker)

Permission of this House is sought to extend time till
the Business is concluded. Does the House agree?

@G O350

(omessryLll@ 2mitifleiseir)
(Hon. Members)

Aye.

Bewrdes mOznemn®

(Nrdlé Furprusi Sjeuissr)

(The Deputy Speaker)

The next speaker is the Hon. Ajith P. Perera.
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Question put, and agreed to.
Bill accordingly read a Second time.
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Resolved:

"That the Bill be referred to a Committee of the whole Parliament."
- [The Hon. (Dr.) Wijeyadasa Rajapakshe]
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Considered in Committee.
[MR. DEPUTY SPEAKER in the Chair.]

1 oo 2 oslH ez emOsend emides 95w HIuw
G2 &8 Bewlo mo» GE.

Ty, 294t  UTFHBBIGOT FL L APVSHINT  LIGHMITE  (3)155E
Gousir(B6lwsvrds g1 1_ememuil_ i1’ 1 .

Clauses 1 and 2 ordered to stand part of the Bill.
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Amendments put, and agreed to.
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Clause 3, as amended, ordered to stand part of the Bill.
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Clause 4 ordered to stand part of the Bill.
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CLAUSE 5.- (Entitlements of witnesses.)
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Wijeyadasa Rajapakshe)
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Amendment put, and agreed to.
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Clause 5, as amended, ordered to stand part of the Bill.
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Clauses 6 to 19 ordered to stand part of the Bill.



1171

20 2 DexIBw.- (BI8mwsT e
0BG OsTed e 3w gadiem e
e0®3.)
surgsid 20.- (HnF QFwLsEnHs GLI
LewrESLILL L 6uidE1hd @& FrLlFgemd @ LD
2 gailyb LUTESTULLD SefdEGLD BlapFdSSI L ib.)
CLAUSE 20.- (Victims of Crime and Witnesses Assistance and
Protection programme.)
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Amendment put, and agreed to.
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Clause 20, as amended, ordered to stand part of the Bill.
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Clauses 21 to 28 ordered to stand part of the Bill.
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CLAUSE 29.- (Victims of Crime and Witnesses Assistance and
Protection Fund.)
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Amendments put, and agreed to.
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Clause 29, as amended, ordered to stand part of the Bill.
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Clauses 30 to 43 ordered to stand part of the Bill.
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CLAUSE 44.- (Regulations)
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Amendment put, and agreed to.
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Clause 44, as amended, ordered to stand part of the Bill.
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Clause 45 ordered to stand part of the Bill.
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CLAUSE 46.- (Interpretation)
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Amendments put, and agreed to.
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Clause 46, as amended, ordered to stand part of the Bill.
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Schedule ordered to stand part of the Bill.
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Enacting Clause and Title ordered to stand part of the Bill.
Bill reported with Amendments.
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Question put, and agreed to.

Bill, as amended, accordingly read the Third time, and passed.
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It being past 6.30 p.m., MR. DEPUTY SPEAKER adjourned
Parliament without Question put.

Adjourned accordingly at 6.47 p.m. until 1.30 p.m. on Friday, 20th
February, 2015.
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