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The Parliament met at 1.30 p.m.,

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN OF COMMITTEES [THE HON.
MURUGESU CHANDRAKUMARY] in the Chair.
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(The Hon. Gayantha Karunatileka - Minister of Mass
Media and Parliamentary Affairs and Chief Government

Whip)
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(The Hon. Karuppaiah Velayudam - State Minister of
Plantation Industries)

Sir, | present the following petitions:

1. A petition from Mr. B.S.S. Perera of No. 88/A 4,
Henriya Waththa, Pahalagama, Gampaha;

2. A petition from Mr. H.M. Senevirathna of Sri Lanka
Insurance Corporation Limited, Kurunegala Branch;

3. A petition from Mr. H.P.C. Fonseka of Sri Lanka
Insurance Corporation Limited, Puttalam Branch;

4. A petition from Mr. LA.D.S. De Silva of No. 30,
Galle Road, Sarikkalimulla, Moratuwa;

5. A petition from Mr. Jayantha Hewagamage of No.
118/14, Higgahawaththa Mawatha, Kalapaluwawa,
Rajagiriya;

6. A petition from Mr. P.N.K.K. Gunawardhane of No.
333/3 C, 3" Lane, Ekamuthu Mawatha, Thalangama
North, Battaramulla;

7. A petition from Mr. R.M. Wijerathne of No. 576/3,
Subasadhaka Mawatha, Erawwala, Pannipitiya;

8. A petition from Mrs. G.P. Ranjani Perera of No.
282/20, Katuwana Road, Homagama;

9. A petition from Mrs. L.H.S. Wijerathna of No. 49/5,
1/1 Elhena Road, Maharagama;

10. A petition from Mrs. R.F.T. Pallage of No. 354 A 1,
Jinasena Mawatha, Mahara, Kadawatha;
11. A petition from Mrs. S.D. Wickramasurendra of No.

22/30, 3" Lane, Jubilee Road, Lakshapathiya,
Moratuwa;

12. A petition from Mrs. S.H.K. Rukmal of No. 11/4,
Hiripitiya, Pannipitiya;

13. A petition from Mrs. Susila Chandrasekara of
Sinnikulama, Shrawasthipura, Anuradhapura;

14. A petition from Ms. Chitranjalika Udugoda of No.

136/8 A, Pushparama Mawatha, Pahala Biyanwala,
Kadawatha; and

15. A petition from Ms. G.H.W. Sadhana Lakmali of
No. 70, 6™ Lane, Sarabhoomi Niwasa, Madapatha,
Piliyandala.
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Petitions ordered to be referred to the Committee on Public

Petitions.
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asked the Minister of Internal Transport:
(@ Isheaware that -

(i) agroup of personnel have been recruited to
the Transport Sub-Division of the Sri Lanka
Railways Department through appointment
letters dated 15th May, 2009 and 17th
November, 2009 for the positions of
Railway Assistant, Sanitation Worker and
Office Labourer; and

(i)  their service has not been made permanent
up to now?

(o)  Will he inform this House -

(i) the number of personnel recruited in the
aforesaid manner;

(i) if the aforesaid persons will be made
permanent in the service, of the date on
which it will be done; and

(iii)  the methodology that will be adopted to do
S0?

(c) Ifnot, why?

00 8.0, 685 Ofe® s dwm (gussind
80002 &)
(revsryLll@ oy i.6Tib. TEHEIS
BUTSGUTSSI HEOLOEFIT)
(The Hon. R.M. Ranjith Madduma Bandara - Minister of
Internal Transport)
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(The Hon. R.M. Ranjith Madduma Bandara)
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(The Hon. R.M. Ranjith Madduma Bandara)
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(Mr. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Question No.3 - 542414 (1), the Hon. Sunil @) 0
Handunnetti.
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asked the Minister of Public Order,
Management and Christian Affairs;

Disaster

(@ Isheaware that -

(i) the owner of “Panama Traders” located at
No. 3-26 and 27 on the Third Floor of
Majestic City, Colombo, Ramasamy
Prabhakaran, is a person released on a
Supreme Court Ruling after being detained
for a period of 28 months;

(i)  after his release, he had filed a human rights
violation case against Anura Senanayaka,
Deputy Inspector-General of Police and
Vass Gunawardhana, Senior Superintendent
of Police, who served in the State
Investigations Unit;

(iii) the hearing of the relevant case was
scheduled for 13th February, 2012;

(iv) he was abducted by some individuals who
had come by a white van around 3.30 p.m.
on 11" February, 2012 at Wellawatta?

(b)  Will he state -

(i) where Ramasamy Prabhakaran, who
disappeared on 11" February, 2012, is
today;

(i)  what his condition is;

(iii) who the persons involved in the said
abduction or who the relevant suspects are;
and

(iv) the reason for not divulging their names, if
such divulgence is not possible?

(c) Ifnot, why?

g@m® @0 Bnon w3 wriesy sy Hon. Minister,
& ydmwed BEnJ table mdmoe, snde BuEs ¢ud Bustm.

OO0 BT WO B DHmH
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(The Hon. Gayantha Karunatileka)
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BUSINESS OF THE PARLIAMENT
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®HSHESTIIV S|eWLOFF(HLD LITTTEHLOGTDF FeDLI (Lpd6v6au (HLD)
(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella - Minister of Plantation
Industries and Leader of the House of Parliament)

I move,

“That the Government Business do have precedence this day."

g BBz &, ters 3OO S,
aflsorir A (BIGHLILIL (B) 6THMYS CIBTETemLILIL 1.
Question put, and agreed to.

28Be®sIned dedd®

LTI T@RHLOGTM OJLOT 6
SITTINGS OF THE PARLIAMENT

o0 LR BEgSe @omo
(omevsrLL0l@ svFagLosiT FlifleTev6v)
(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)

I move,

“That notwithstanding the provisions of Standing Order 7(1) the
Parliament shall sit on Saturday, February 07", 2015."

gamw 58z 8z, wewn 8®@» Sw.
allsarr aBSHLILIL(B) sTHmysClETeTenLILIL L g).
Question put, and agreed to.

1

o0 cBERsY BEgSe @omo
(omevsrLL0l@ svFagLosiT FifleTev6v)
(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)

I move,

"That notwithstanding the provisions of Standing Order No. 7 the
hours of sitting on Saturday 07" February, 2015 shall be 1.00 p.m.
to 5.00 p.m.. At 5.00 p.m. Mr. Speaker shall adjourn the Parliament
without question put.”

gl Sz &Y, wes ®®» Sa.
aflearir BSHLILIL(B) sTHmIsCIBTeTenLILIL L g,
Question put, and agreed to.

o0 LR BEgSe @omo
(omevsrLL0l@ svFagLosT FlifleTev6v)
(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)

I move,

"That this Parliament at its rising this day do adjourn until 1.00
p.m. on Saturday, February 07™, 2015."

gz 88z 8o, s @8 Ss.
aflsarr (GG SLILIL (B THMYS CIBTETemLILIL 1.
Question put, and agreed to.
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MEETING OF COMMITTEE ON PARLIAMENTARY
BUSINESS

Bewdss 0 ewisBn®s

(Bwssefler Lrsls sallerart ojeurssr)

(Mr. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

I wish to inform this House that the Meeting of the
Committee on Parliamentary Business will be held on
Friday, 6th February, 2015, today, at 2.30 p.m. in the
Chambers of the Hon. Speaker. The Members of the
Committee are kindly requested to be present at this
Meeting.

@G 850 Seornwm Svme
(orenrLll@ BIT SewTHTWISES)
(The Hon. Anura Dissanayake)
Sir, | rise to a point of Order.

Bewdss 0 ewisBn®s

(swssefler Lrsls sallerert ojeuissr)

(Mr. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Hon. Anura Dissanayake, what is your point of
Order?
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(LomessTL @ SYBIT HEVTHTWISHS)

(The Hon. Anura Dissanayake)
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(wrewryflg Lieiruy.iq.Cgn. QFGlaraiyder)
(The Hon. W.D.J. Senewiratne)
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Beawades 200 ewisBn®o

(swsseafsr Urdls salleFreri ojeuissr)
(Mr. Deputy Chairman of Committees)
Yes, Hon. Chief Opposition Whip.

®©0 DDED.8.08. e80T ®vmo

(wrenryflg Liieruy.iq.Ce. QFQearalrserr)

(The Hon. W.D.J. Senewiratne)
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(ewssefler Lrdld sallareri ojeuider)

(Mr. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Order, please! Why do you not discuss this matter at
the Committee on Parliamentary Business?

®0 DDED.8B.08. e8I Bvm
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(The Hon. W.D.J. Senewiratne)
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(ewssefler Lrdls sallFrari oj6uider)
(Mr. Deputy Chairman of Committees)
Yes, Hon. Anura Dissanayake.

@G a0 Besaznnm Svm

(omessTyLl @ DyBIT HlewTBTids)

(The Hon. Anura Dissanayake)
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Bewdts m0m 6wsBn®

(ewdseflsr LNrgls sailsFrari jeuissr)

(Mr. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Hon. Anura Dissanayake, why do you not take this
matter up at the Committee on Parliamentary Business?

D0 a0 Besaznwm s

(omressTLll @ SHIT SleWTHTUWIGHS)

(The Hon. Anura Dissanayake)
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(The Hon. W.D.J. Senewiratne)
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@6 Berld endiim Ownm

(orenryflg HCBesres @ swrouigeor)

(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena)
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Bewdss m0m 6wsBn®r
(ewssefler Lrdls sallFrari oj6uider)
(Mr. Deputy Chairman of Committees)
Hon. Prime Minister, please.

@G OBE B8 Swm

(omessryLil@ remfled afléalrodlnis)

(The Hon. Ranil Wickremasinghe)
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can add one more hour, which could be given to those
parties and they also could be accommodated. @900 Sm=t
Bedmrdr 5O gud e¢im. ©® Burles’ genEE o®
el ecm 8o -

BAewdss 0 6wisBn®s

(Bussefler Lrsls sallereart ojeuiss)

(Mr. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

That, we will have to discuss at the Party Leaders'
Meeting. - [Interruption.]

@0 6BE Snp®8-» Bwm

(orevsryLil@ renfled ailsalrodniss)

(The Hon. Ranil Wickremasinghe)

Yes, we will take one hour more and work that out.
GNODeEE VIROTE gmo CE 0 OBe® wHw
B0, g ICT O emudan e 80yden 8Dicwd
G @c5rDoe Bwo.

Rewdss 0m swisBn®s

(ewssefler Lrdls sallFreri ojeuider)

(Mr. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

We have already passed a Motion to take up the
Division at 5 o' clock tomorrow.

@0 6BE Bp®@8-» Dum

(omessryLil@ rewfled ailsalrdnias)

(The Hon. Ranil Wickremasinghe)

But, tomorrow, we can put in a Motion to go on till 6
o’clock.

Bewdes 102 swinBn®r
(ewssefler LUrdls sallsFreri ojeuidsesr)
(Mr. Deputy Chairman of Committees)
Okay, we will do that.

Now, we can start today's Debate. Hon. Dinesh
Gunawardena, you have 12 minutes.
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Order read for resuming Adjourned Debate on Question - [05th
February]

"That the Bill be now read a Second time".- [The Hon. Ravi
Karunanayake]

Question again proposed.

[.90. 2.10]
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(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena)
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(Mr. Deputy Chairman of Committees)
Hon. Member, your time is over.
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(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena)

Mr. Deputy Chairman of Committees, we have saved
half an hour from the time allocated for Questions. So, |
will take just two minutes and conclude my speech.
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(Mr. Deputy Chairman of Committees)
Now, please wind up.
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(The Hon. Ranil Wickremasinghe)
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(Mr. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

The next speaker is the Hon. Patali Champika
Ranawaka. Before he starts, will an Hon. Member
propose the Hon. Perumal Rajathurai to take the Chair?
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(omevsTLLll@ svFagLoeT FlifleTevsv)

(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)

| propose that the Hon. Perumal Rajathurai do now
take the Chair.
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Question put, and agreed to.
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Whereupon MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN OF COMMITTEES left
the Chair, and THE HON. PERUMAL RAJATHURAI took the Chair.
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(The Hon. Patali Champika Ranawaka - Minister of Power
and Energy)
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The next speaker is the Hon. Athauda Seneviratne.
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I was given 10 minutes, but | could not have
exhausted that. | think | am entitled to, at least, another
three minutes. - [Interruption}
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(The Presiding Member)

The next speaker is the Hon. Lakshman Kiriella. You
have 15 minutes.
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(The Presiding Member)

The Hon. Jayarathna Herath may speak next. You
have 10 minutes.
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(The Presiding Member)

The next speaker is the Hon. Douglas Devananda.
You have 12 minutes.
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(The Presiding Member)

The next speaker is the Hon. Sujeewa Senasinghe.
You have 15 minutes.
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These are huge policy changes. Expenditure for
Education has been increased to 6 per cent of the GDP. It is
a huge monumental change. So, we welcome things like that
and you, Hon. Members of the Opposition, should too.
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(sewevewsTHIGL 2 MILNeTT Hjeuider)
(The Presiding Member)

Please wind up, Hon. Minister.
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(The Presiding Member)

The next speaker is the Hon. E. Saravanapavan. You
have 20 minutes.
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Mr. Presiding Member, it is appropriate that I remind
this House that the new President was elected on a
mandate for good governance. My party and I, - and | am
sure the majority in this country - welcome this and we
are watching to see if this Government is serious about
making robust changes to usher in good governance. It
was on this very subject of Good Governance in our
universities that | spoke in this House in November last
year, especially on the grave shortcomings in the
governance of the University of Jaffna.
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In this regard, statements made by the State Minister
of Higher Education raised doubts on how serious the
Government is in reforming our university system. The
State Minister was reported in the “Sunday Observer” of
1% February, 2015, that he will not sack the Chairperson
of the UGC, Prof. Kshanika Hirimburegama, but will
address many mistakes done by her. As we know, the
Federation of University Teachers’ Association has been
critical of the Chairperson of the UGC, who is a political
appointee and in its recent press release, it requests the
Government not to take ad hoc policy measures without
following a serious consultative process with all
stakeholders. What consultative process has the Minister
followed in deciding that the Chairperson, a public
official, whom he says has made mistakes, must not be
removed? Such a decision requires a consultative process.
If we go by what a Minister feels about a person, we will
end up with unsuitable persons and a breakdown of the
university system.

What was of particular concern to me was the
University of Jaffna, which | referred to in my speech
made in this House. The problems of abuse there are
quite grave, as have been documented by the Jaffna
University Science Teachers’ Association - JUSTA. If we
simply extend the Minister’s logic based on personal
feelings and say that the Vice-Chancellor of the Jaffna
University and the other persons in authority have made
mistakes but must stay on, what is the guarantee of
change for the better? Clearly, these persons have not
been transparent and their competence is questionable.

Now, | will say something about the mistakes on the
part of the Vice-Chancellor of the University of Jaffna
and especially, the academic members of the Council. A
letter signed by more than 80 academics expressing
dissatisfaction about the recruitment practices in the
University was sent to the Vice-Chancellor in December,
2013. There was neither an acknowledgement nor a
response. Other detailed reports on abuse compiled by
JUSTA were sent to her during the course of the year
2014. These detail several cases of how candidates with
excellent academic credentials are shut out and persons
with much lower ability are recruited. It is only when one
of the rejected top candidates went to the Supreme Court
that the Vice-Chancellor condescended to respond. There
too, as the JUSTA has shown, the Vice-Chancellor and
the Dean of Management have, under Oath, told untruths
to the Supreme Court. In July 2014, the Chairperson of
the UGC promised to conduct an impartial inquiry, but
has done nothing so far, and has continued to protect the
Vice-Chancellor. In this regard, | have tabled the relevant
report in Parliament. How could the public believe the
assurances given that these people would be kept on and
the Minister would see that their mistakes are corrected?
This is not a healthy approach to good governance.

Good governance means that when there is a public
complaint about grave abuse, there should be a proper
inquiry and those accused should not be kept in a position
to influence the inquiry. These are persons who mainly
acquire positions through political favour and we should
be much more vigilant in keeping such persons in
position. Is this country so lacking in talented persons
that we hang on to those whose main talent is
sycophancy? In the University of Jaffna, only one
candidate went through the trouble and expense of going
to the Supreme Court when hers was not the worst case
of abuse. If all those whose cases have been documented
could go to the Supreme Court, there will be a major
stink. Good governance is about managing our
institutions with fairness and competence, so that the
need for legal recourse is minimized.

I would like to remind this House that the University
of Jaffna is the only University in the North with the task
of having to produce the intellectual capital and
professional skills for the entire region. The present trend
of abuses in recruitment would ensure that the University
degenerates steadily and will, very poorly, serve the
region. For example, the University is supposed to have
top-rate skills in discipline ranging from Law to
Environmental Management. The question of waste oil
dumped by the Northern Power Plant contaminating the
ground water in Chunnakam has been raised before 2012.
There was not even a sound from the University. The
authorities in the University had no particular
commitment to the broader society or environment. They
were quite happy to go after a Government Minister and
fall at his feet to ensure that they keep their positions. The
Minister would even rig the Vice-Chancellors’s election
to ensure that this same group remains in power. It is only
after the recent election when they felt threatened that
their power would be taken away that they are trying to
drum up publicity for themselves parading as experts
using the disaster in Chunnakam several years, too late.

What we need is a first-rate University, not a
University that shuts out talent that is willing to join the
university profession. JUSTA has also documented cases
of the University shutting out well-qualified persons who
want to come home and serve.

The University needs a major transformation, so that
we will have real experts with social concern and what
happened at Chunnakam will not happen again. The only
way this can be done is to appoint a competent authority,
a dedicated person of proven integrity who knows the
University system well and is capable of bringing in the
necessary reforms.

I repeat, we are badly in need of a competent
authority, immediately. | want the State Minister of
Higher Education to give a hearing. This is my second
speech as regards the Jaffna University. Do you want
talented people in the University to run the University, or
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do you want to give us some logical answers? | should
say in this House that after my speech on the last
Budget, the then Minister of Higher Education, the Hon.
S.B. Dissanayake attacked me saying that | spoke after
consuming liquor. He attacked me as if | was a
drunkard. It was a very sad situation. | was planning to
reply him, but unfortunately, today he is on my side. So, |
cannot reply him.

Thank you very much.

Gw00t) BTG

(sewevemsTHIGLD 2 Mmiliilesi ojeuidser)

(The Presiding Member)

The next speaker is the Hon.
Kariyawasam. You have 15 minutes.

Akila Viraj
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(The Presiding Member)

The next speaker is the Hon. Thilanga Sumathipala.
You have eight minutes. Before he starts, will an Hon.
Member propose the Hon. (Mrs.) Sriyani Wijewickrama
to take the Chair?

©0 98, cind OBWE evelc Bwvm (Hdedw

DO@ED ¥ BOS &os®)

(worenryflg  eTib. Geomali CuGrrm -

2 GTBTL L )I6usV&6T HMID SLHEDTLE) SjemIdFei)

(The Hon. M. Joseph Michael Perera - Minister of Home

Affairs and Fisheries)

I propose that the Hon. (Mrs.) Sriyani Wijewickrama
do now take the Chair.
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Question put, and agreed to.
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Whereupon THE HON. PERUMAL RAJATHURAI left the Chair,
and THE HON. (MRS.) SRIYANI WIJEWICKRAMA took the Chair.
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Whereupon THE HON. (MRS.) SRIYANI WIJEWICKRAMA left
the Chair and MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN OF COMMITTEES took
the Chair.
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(Mr. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

The next speaker is the Hon. Karuppaiah Velayudam.
You have 10 minutes.
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There are 44 Wages Boards which are set up on a
tripartite basis. If the Wages Boards are to determine
wages, it may take several months or years. This process
is dilatory since it involves calling for objections,
publishing in gazettes and newspapers, analyzing the
objections and publishing the decisions thereafter.
Therefore, the Wages Boards decisions are to be made

prospective and not retrospective, as such delays are
inevitable. It is, therefore, proposed to bring about a
special legislation to give effect to this salary increase so
that workers would benefit immediately.
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The Debate stood adjourned accordingly.
Debate to be resumed on Saturday, 07th February, 2015.
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Question put, and agreed to.
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Adjourned accordingly at 7.06 p.m. until 1.00 p.m. on Saturday,

07th February, 2015, pursuant to the Resolution of Parliament of this
Day.
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NOTE

Corrections which Members suggest for the Final Print should be clearly marked in their copy and sent to be Editor of HANSARD within two weeks of
receipt of the uncorrected copy.
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