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The Parliament met at 1.00 p.m.,

MR. SPEAKER [THE HON. CHAMAL RAJAPAKSA] in the Chair.
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Determination of the Supreme Court:

IN THE SUPREME COURT OF THE DEMOCRATIC
SOCIALIST REPUBLIC OF SRI LANKA

SC. SD. 03/2015

In the matter of a Reference in terms of Article 122(1) (b) of the
Constitution

“AN ACT TO PROVIDE FOR THE ESTABLISHMENT OF A REGULATORY
AUTHORITY TO BE KNOWN AS THE NATIONAL MEDICINES REGULATORY
AUTHORITY WHICH SHALL BE RESPONSIBLE FOR THE REGULATION AND
CONTROL OF REGISTRATION, LICENSING, MANUFACTURE, IMPORTATION AND
ALL OTHER ASPECTS PERTAINING TO MEDICINES, MEDICAL DEVICES,
BORDERLINE PRODUCTS AND FOR THE CONDUCTING OF CLINICAL TRIALS IN A
MANNER COMPATIBLE WITH THE NATIONAL MEDICINES POLICY; TO PROVIDE
FOR THE ESTABLISHMENT OF DIVISIONS OF THE NATIONAL MEDICINES
REGULATORY AUTHORITY INCLUDING THE MEDICINES REGULATORY DIVISION,
MEDICAL DEVICES REGULATORY DIVISION, BORDERLINE PRODUCTS
REGULATORY DIVISION AND CLINICAL TRIALS REGULATORY DIVISION; TO
ESTABLISH A NATIONAL ADVISORY BODY; TO REPEAL THE COSMETICS,
DEVICES AND DRUGS ACT, NO. 27 OF 1980; AND FOR MATTERS CONNECTED
THEREWITH OR INCIDENTAL THERETO.”

BEFORE:

S. Eva Wanasundera, PC.
B.P. Aluwihare, PC.

- Judge of the Supreme Court
- Judge of the Supreme Court and

P. Jayawardena, PC. - Judge of the Supreme Court

COUNSEL:

Mr. Janak de Silva, Deputy Solicitor General, with Ms. Anusha
Fernando, Senior State Counsel and Ms. Sureka Ahamed, State Counsel
for Attorney General.

The Court assembled for the hearing at 10.45 am. on the 10" of
February, 2015.

A Bill titled “AN ACT TO PROVIDE FOR THE ESTABLISHMENT OF A REGULATORY
AUTHORITY TO BE KNOWN AS THE NATIONAL MEDICINES REGULATORY
AUTHORITY WHICH SHALL BE RESPONSIBLE FOR THE REGULATION AND
CONTROL OF REGISTRATION, LICENSING, MANUFACTURE, IMPORTATION AND
ALL OTHER ASPECTS PERTAINING TO MEDICINES, MEDICAL DEVICES,
BORDERLINE PRODUCTS AND FOR THE CONDUCTING OF CLINICAL TRIALS IN A
MANNER COMPATIBLE WITH THE NATIONAL MEDICINES POLICY; TO PROVIDE
FOR THE ESTABLISHMENT OF DIVISIONS OF THE NATIONAL MEDICINES
REGULATORY AUTHORITY INCLUDING THE MEDICINES REGULATORY DIVISION,
MEDICAL DEVICES REGULATORY DIVISION, BORDERLINE PRODUCTS
REGULATORY DIVISION AND CLINICAL TRIALS REGULATORY DIVISION; TO
ESTABLISH A NATIONAL ADVISORY BODY; TO REPEAL THE COSMETICS,
DEVICES AND DRUGS ACT, NO. 27 OF 1980; AND FOR MATTERS CONNECTED
THEREWITH OR INCIDENTAL THERETO", cited as the National Medicine
Regulatory Authority Act No. ---- of 2015, has been referred to the
Chief Justice by His Excellency The President of Sri Lanka in terms of
Article 122(1)(b) of the Constitution of the Democratic Socialist
Republic of Sri Lanka for the Special Determination of the Supreme
Court as to whether the Bill or any Provisions thereof is inconsistent
with the Constitution. The Bill bears an endorsement under the hand of
the Secretary to the Cabinet of Ministers to the effect that the Cabinet of
Ministers has certified that in its view, the said Bill is urgent in the

national interest.

Mr. Janak de Silva, Deputy Solicitor General with Ms. Anusha
Fernando, Senior State Counsel and Ms. Sureka Ahamed State Counsel
appeared on behalf of the Attorney General and assisted this Court in
the consideration of the provisions of the Bill.
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The Bill seeks to repeal the Cosmetics, Devices and Drugs Act No.
27 of 1980. The Bill provides for the establishment of a Regulatory
Authority to be known as the National Medicines Regulatory Authority.
This Authority will hold responsibility for the regulation and control of
registration, licensing, manufacture and importation of medical devices,
borderline products and investigational medicinal products and all other
aspects pertaining to medicines. Furthermore, it provides for the
establishment of divisions of the National Medicine Regulatory
Authority and the establishment of a National Advisory Body.

The National Medicines Regulatory Authority, consisting of 13
members is placed as an apex body independent of the Department of
Health and is a body corporate which has perpetual succession and
which can sue and be sued. The powers and functions of the Authority
are stipulated in Section 14 of the Bill and includes provisions to guide
and oversee all aspects regarding medicinal drugs which is an essential
part of the health services in the country. By Article 27(2)(c) of the
Constitution, the State has pledged to establish in Sri Lanka a
democratic socialist society, the objectives of which includes the
realization by all citizens of an adequate standard of living for
themselves and their families under the Directive Principles of State
Policy. This Bill is patient-centric, in that to make good quality
affordable medicines, medical devices and borderline products
continuously available to the patients in the society with adequate
checks and balances. We observed that the Bill is designed with the best
interest of the general public in mind, in line with the policy objectives
of the Government.

At the hearing before Court, many clauses which would attract
Article 12(1) of the Constitution were taken into consideration and
amendments to overcome the situation were agreed upon in court.

This Court suggested that in Clause 12(b) of the Bill, the word
“absolute” should be deleted and it should read as “The Authority shall
have the discretion of accepting or rejecting the views of the experts”
and the Deputy Solicitor General agreed to the said amendment.

Under ‘Delegation of the Powers of the Authority’, Clause 25(1)
was agreed upon to read as follows:-

“The Authority may in writing and subject to such condition as
may be specified therein, delegate to the CEO and any Head of the
relevant division of the Authority, any of its powers or functions
and any such persons or Head of the relevant divisions shall
exercise or perform such powers or functions in the name and on
behalf of the Authority”.

The Deputy Solicitor General suggested to delete certain parts of
Clauses 29(2) , 36, 40, 101(3), 119(5) (b), last line of 130, 131(1) and
143(2) to read as follows:-

Clause 29(2) - Expenses incurred by any member, the
CEO or any Officer or employee of the
Authority in any suit or prosecution
brought against him before any Court
or Tribunal in respect of any Act
which is done or purported to be done
by him under the provisions of this Act
or any other written law or if the Court
holds that such act was done in good
faith, be paid out of the Fund of the
Authority, unless such expenses are
recoverable by him in such suit or
prosecution.

Clause 36 - The Minister may make regulations to
give effect to the provisions of this
Part of this Act.

Clause 40 - The Minister may make regulations to
give effect to the provisions of this
Part of this Act.

Clause 101(3) - Any person who contravene any
provisions specified in sub Section 1
or 2 of this Section commits an
offence.

Clause 119(5) - The Authority may upon
consideration of all records and
information  pertaining to  the
application, (a) grant the Applicant the
license; or (b) refuse the application
and inform the reasons for such
refusal to the Applicant in writing
forthwith.

Clause 130 - Last Line - to read as “shall be guilty an offence under this
Act.”

Clausel31(1) - Every person who contravenes any of

the provisions of this Act or any

regulation made thereunder shall be

guilty of an offence and shall on

conviction be liable:-

Clause 143(2) - No civil or criminal proceedings shall
be instituted against any person for
any act which in good faith is done or
purported to be done by him under
this Act or any regulation make

thereunder.

This Court was concerned of Clause 125(1)(e) which empowers an
authorized officer to seize and detain any article or vehicle in relation to
contravention of provisions of the Act or regulations made thereunder
and of Clause 125(9) which requires such officer to inform the
Authority. The Deputy Solicitor General addressed court on this matter
and gave us the discretion to give a specific time for the officer to
inform the Authority. This Court is of the view that Clause 125(9)
should remain as it is, since the authorized officer is duty bound to
inform the Authority as soon as possible, without much delay and that is
the reason why it is mentioned in the said Clause that the officer should
inform the Authority “as soon as practicable”.

Clause 49(1)(c) as in the Bill drew the attention of Court since it refers
to “any substance that may cause injury to the health of the user”, where
the word “injury’ could even be interpreted to mean “side-effects” of a
drug administered to cure a disease. The Deputy Solicitor General
suggested that an amendment to read it differently, qualifying the word
“injury”, could overcome this problem. The amended Clause 49(1)(c)
to be read as follows is in accordance with the wording used by the
World Health Organization in their model law. Court is satisfied with
this amendment to read as follows :-

Clause 49(1)(c) - “has in or upon it any deleterious substance that may
cause injury to the health of the user; or”

This Court was called upon to exercise its constitutional jurisdiction by
virtue of a reference made by His Excellency the President in terms of
Article 122(1)(b) on the provisions of this Bill. Article 27(1) of the
Constitution states that the Directive Principles of State Policy
contained in Chapter VI of the Constitution shall guide the Parliament,
the President and the Cabinet of Ministers in the enactment of laws. In
the case of Wijebanda Vs Conservator General of Forests and Others
(2009, 1 SLR 337), this Court held that although the Directive Principles
of State Policy are no specifically enforceable against the State, they
provide important guidance and direction to the various organs of the
State in the enactment of laws and in carrying out the functions of good
governance.
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This Court observes that public health by itself is not specifically
mentioned in the Directive Principles of State Policy in Article 27 of the
Constitution. Yet, it is quite significant that adequate and affordable
health facilities such as the core substance included in this Bill,
providing and regulating safe drugs for affordable prices available at
safe places as well as regulating the manufacturing of medicines,
medical devises and borderline products are facilities necessary to
ensure “an adequate standard of living” for all citizens alike, which is
included in Article 27(2)(c).

In the Indian case of Vincent Panikurlangara Vs Union of India &
Others [ 1987 AIR 990, 1987SCR (2) 468, 1987SCC(2) 165, JT 1987 (1)
610, 1987 SCALE (1) 490 ], the Supreme Court of India made the
following observation:-

“As pointed out by us, maintenance and improvement of public health
have to rank high as these are indispensable to the very physical
existence of the community and on the betterment of these depends the
building of the society of which the Constitution makers envisaged.
Attending to public health, in our opinion, therefore, is of high priority,
perhaps the one at the top.”

“The State’s obligation to enforce production of qualitative drugs and
elimination of the injurious ones from the market must take within its
sweep an obligation to make useful drugs available at reasonable prices
so as to be within the common man’s reach. That would involve
regulating the price. It may be that there may be an improved quality of
a particular medicine which on account of its cost of production will
have to sell at a higher price but for every illness which can be cured by
treatment, the patient must be in a position to get its medicine. This, in
our view, is an obligation which the Court has already found in the
relevant Articles of Part IV of the Constitution.”

This Court concludes therefore that the Bill is an attempt by Parliament
to enact laws in accordance with the Directive Principles of State Policy.

We further note that the Bill is intended to apply across the board to the
private as well as the public sector. Public Corporations such as State
Pharmaceutical Corporation and State Pharmaceutical Manufacturing
Corporation are also brought within the regulatory scheme set up by this
Bill. Hence it covers “policy.” We are of the opinion that the Bill is not
inconsistent with Article 12(1) of the Constitution.

The subject matter of this Bill does not come within any of the headings
in the Provincial Council List or the Concurrent List contained in the
Constitution and therefore it can be enacted without following the
procedure set out in Article 154 G(3) or 154 G(5) of the Constitution.

We have considered the provisions of this Bill and we are of the opinion
that the Bill contains “national policy” which is within the legislative
competence of Parliament. We do hereby determine that the Bill is not
subject to any of the prohibitions or restrictions in the 13" Amendment,
is not inconsistent with any of the provisions of the Constitution and
may be passed by Parliament with a simple majority.

We wish to place on record our appreciation of the valuable assistance
rendered by the Deputy Solicitor General.
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(The Hon. Gamini Jayawickrama Perera - Minister of Food
Security)
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(The Hon. Gayantha Karunatileka - Minister of Mass
Media and Parliamentary Affairs and Chief Government
Whip)
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(The Hon. Sajith Premadasa - Minister of Housing and
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(The Hon. (Mrs.) Thalatha Atukorale - Minister of Foreign
Employment)
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(The Hon. Karuppaiah Velayudam - State Minister of
Plantation Industries)

Hon. Speaker, I present the following petitions:

1. A petition from Mr. C.S. Walpola of Sri Lanka
Insurance Corporation Limited, Imaduwa Branch;

2. A petition from Mr. G.K.H. Perera of No. 52/2,
Janatha Mawatha, Aththidiya, Dehiwala;

3. A petition from Mr. L.T. Gambeera of No. 405 A
2, Magammana, Homagama;

4. Apetition from Mr. L.C. Dissanayaka of No. 111,
Kurikotuwa, Veyangoda;

5. A petition from Mr. M.A.C.K. Jayaweera of No.
06, Gajabapura Housing Complex, Kolonnawa;
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6. A petition from Mr. N.K. Ranushka Suranga
Wimalasiri of No. 137/4, Kurikotuwa, Veyangoda;

7. A petition from Mr. SM.M.A. Alagiyawanna of
No. 171, Bogahawaththa, Kirindiwela;

8. A petition from Mrs. D.R. Jayadewa of Sri Lanka
Insurance  Corporation Limited, Kurunegala
Branch;

9. A petition from Mrs. H. Wimalawathie of No.
675, Heiyanthuduwa;

10. A petition from Mrs. J.A. Kamani Jayasinghe of
Alubohena, Poruwadanda, Horana;

11. A petition from Mrs. K.A.K. Ayoma of No. 92/1,
Arakavila, Handapangoda;

12. A petition from Mrs. R M. Chandrawathie of Sri
Lanka Insurance Corporation Limited, Kurunegala
Branch;

13. A petition from Mrs. S.G. Anusha Udayangani
Fernando of No. 14/45, Visal Sevana, Pananwala,

Delgoda;
14. A petition from Ms. D.M.E. Hansani Dasanayaka
of No. 220/8, Asiri Uyana, Wataddara,

Veyangoda; and
15. A petition from Ms. G.P.S. Perera of No. 111,
Cheenagahakotuwa Road, Depanama, Pannipitiya.
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Petitions ordered to be referred to the Committee on Public
Petitions.
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asked the Minister of Power and Energy:
(a)  Will he inform this House -

(1) whether there were days in the year 2013
that the Sapugaskanda Oil Refinery was not
functioning;

(ii)) the reasons for non-functioning of the
refinery;

(iii)  whether the refinery was closed down due
to the failure in obtaining crude oil;

(iv)  what those days were;

(v) the gross loss incurred by the Ceylon
Petroleum Corporation as a result of the
closure of the refinery due to the lack of
crude oil;

3085Be®snd 916

(vi) whether an inquiry has been conducted
about the shortage of crude oil; and

(vii) whether disciplinary actions have been
taken against the persons who were found
guilty in that inquiry?

(b) Ifnot, why?
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(The Hon. Palitha Range Bandara - State Minister of
Power and Energy)
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asked the Minister of Highways, Higher Education
and Investment Promotion:

(a)  Will he inform this House -

(i) the total amount of money spent on the
project to broaden the road from Gampaha,
Miriswatte to Wathurugama; and

(i) whether a copy of the estimate, which was
prepared for the aforesaid project, will be
tabled?

(b)  Will he state -

(1) the name of the institution by which the
contract to broaden the aforesaid road was
undertaken;

(i)  whether the accepted tender procedure was
followed for the selection of that institution;
and

(iii)  the reasons that led to it, if the formal tender
procedure was not followed?

(¢)  Will he also inform this House -

(1) the year in which the lands were taken over
for the purpose of broadening the aforesaid
road;

(i)  whether compensation has been paid for the
lands that were taken over;

(iii)  if so, of the year in which the compensation
was paid; and

(iv) whether compensation has been paid for all
the lands that were taken over as mentioned
above?

(d) Ifnot, why?
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asked the Minister of Housing and Samurdhi:

(a) Will he state separately in relation to the period
from the year 2009 to 2014 -

(i) the amount of money that was spent
annually by the entities under the then
Ministry of Construction, Engineering
Services, Housing and Common Amenities
on sponsorship advertisements,
congratulatory cutouts and hoardings;

(i) the amount of money that was spent
annually on hoardings that were displayed
with a view to achieving the objectives of
the aforesaid entities; and

(iii) the amount of money that was spent
annually on hoardings that were displayed
with a view to achieving objectives that fall
outside the ambit of the objectives of the
aforesaid entities?

(b)  Will he inform this House -

(1) the facts to which publicity was given
through the hoardings that were displayed
for achieving the objectives that fall outside
the ambit of the objectives of the aforesaid
entities;

(ii)) the names of persons who gave approval for
the display of such hoardings;

(iii) the manner in which the expenses incurred
on them were reimbursed; and

(iv) whether documents pertaining to the
expenses incurred on the same will be
presented to this House?

(¢) Ifnot, why?

@G 885 0f®ces Owmo

(wressryflg #edls LNGrwgTen)

(The Hon. Sajith Premadasa)

O DONEHROB, OO yE»HWO BT oedl.
(8) () emygoom oId® wy yIom yOo, wew e rw
0 BD.

Dl 08 8D DNEDHO O B ww»
B HEFOw DEAmw BBO wewr gissBD 3o®
©w YOO wewo vwm 888 Yo 1w WS @B Buwo

®od 2@eaed BRI B8ERT @ & Bedmda.

2009 &8ss - 8w 43,90,000
2010 &8ss - a8ed 5,283,000
2011 &8s - ai8e 10,367,000
2012 8w - ci8e 20,894,000
2013 &8ss - 8w 15,027,193
2014 08w - ci8we 10,065,770

(i) OB @dweemII8 ad@ey g WS OO
eOMedsT O OB ¢ YeBsY ydS wewo
s O »E Y D wewsy @d.

2009 &ec - GBac 470,000
2010 o5wcs - 68 277,000
2011 05w -GBac 6,931,970
2012 05w -6BaE 6,887,492
2013 o5we - 58w 10,483,071
2014 05w - G8aE 6,894,208

& Ded® o® yod;, amewm §BIDd, §d Br® yoOd,
30w goG wd mE BB wH FPYHWsS CA BT
BHDHOC BEHC OV wwInm* WHOBI0.

(il) e 8 Bedv»y BERGOEO smmEDd,
OHOC  @OYMORO BDHID gD
8300 88 WS @BV,

(@) () oowodE ¢oQEPEO ©B8NBoD dmy
q0@en wewo sy @d®eE @wicdr HDIoW

8O0 88 WS @O,
(i) gcog @m0ed.
(il))  acog eved.
(iv) acg ezned.
(a0 @cg ev»ed.

®G; BT DeFeNC B v

(omessTyifl@ HedletT LT Ty g2wioam)

(The Hon. Nalin Bandara Jayamaha)

001 ®ONEHROB, Bed BeHOB anct ydEm»e
o0euEl. e®® yOo edNEDE DwmeE e Dwe® ™I
Bedm 90 ¢8 0® ¢dEdNed ¢ o, ©d HOBHOSA, e®
8O0 eOMEdE ewi eem Aediesd »OS OGS D

8EH @wWd OB B YeEe?

@G 885 0f®cies Owmo

(wrevsrflg #edls LNCrgTen)

(The Hon. Sajith Premadasa)

O DOIBNIDROB, D DReBI® 0® ®w dE
8¢ 80Cw® 0wicdsis Beed el ed Bt 00O
BEm00 B S W ocsimnd. dwlemd B @i,
Oev® FHO® Bow ww, D88 e @ dnewsy E@o
@I YOO HO B ew. D DRersI® & e eI
Ben adfeE »O8 0® yoo wews D1 W Bedsiesy. OO
D500 I 9O 50efB®0 Bwe®@ w1 SwO.

O HEBT DS Bw®Y Dwmo

(omrevorLyifl@ BedledT LIGHTLTT $Qwiam)

(The Hon. Nalin Bandara Jayamaha)

OO ®ONBHROB, Oeod ecB and yEme e®G&E.
8oy B ¢@8n@ed meed gdd euEE® Wmoens
Bwr. RO & Dred® 0® yOo enECE® 2nd® Woewn
BB DRIe0ECBH ©@D5Yac?

* BaSce 988 eznmom @&
&Y UIITLD FLOTLILAGHLILIL T sDW6V.
Document not tendered.



925 2015 o508 18 926

@G 885 0f®ces Owmo

(wressryflg Fedls LNCrgTe)

(The Hon. Sajith Premadasa)

OO DOTNLDROB, OV 0® DORO s oFn ¢dDedd 8O
800 DMEDE, BId® OMEDs gmOes  Swe®
BoCCH® m»m0 »OR Bedsies’. BEO ydo O vvsIm
cesed @08eE D1 WosIesy syw. BBE ydidm ¢BIdeH
Be0® BIHO® edge DO, WO BIOE wews
endE Vet Bedm sECEOET wn su»Hdy ©® ewg
DOsTesY D Bwd O 00 DoRe®sy Bwmdo.

O >ET D BDIC Bw®® Dwmo

(LomevTLyLll@ BeSl6dT LiSSTL T g2wam)

(The Hon. Nalin Bandara Jayamaha)

OO DOIBNIWDROB, Vod pBIOB and: ydmw e®wri.
By B ¢ @B8n@ed oIS o D30 B ecmn
O @ose Ve vy Bw el Bwidewn. 9857 ©©
g RINed dunmred vy Bw MEeE B
Do crem YDr®mw B 0D BedmDg, 0® adefd dm
80 & ©@asIRersy AAN® O WO BedmryDag Bwo.

@G 885 eg®cis Owmo

(wressryfl @ Fedls LNCrLogme)

(The Hon. Sajith Premadasa)

OO ®OIZNBHROB, BOy B @B DOE Bsdeax
O Bn®red B OB @m0RT; © wrd . DY
@® cFBBHC WD OO wcwsl HOBID W&BE, B
3©5000w6 8w 8O RO BYen wwunmdEs Btoe §¢E
WBICCO 08B WS Bedm DD. Coess 98esIo wetddd
80 Do 33 HEWD @dens) BeRBIDr. Ged BBIBOD
endCE ¥t B sCEOES »O& Dwwm 338 mEwd
gdenm Om Om ased yloBm odnmEm Owvwad
Bt Om wog.

O O edwsEs D Hwor®m BBO wewo Boes
080 alwBed Dwm BYegd BEO glenm
Bew. ¢t & BeEeH® 50 »C Beadmdr. Bdes o
0@l 2@mBeRw BE BeID OO DrwmeE owd OO
Coess wdumE edasiey @08 wimvrs O OB wewo
@ cBewdd mO otes mw. SedversI® & e,
CBEHB, ONICWO, Dotod, O ¢DE ® eEE ©10® - ¢OF
0w Gf ecet® - wodfmaBe @n vEO ®»HC WS
Bedmroo.

DHOIZNWGD Do

(FUTBTWST S)6uTHeT)

(Mr. Speaker)

08, BuE 0csn® 8¢ AR eO» 9BIHIDH.

B8 9O5T emPewmg : 98888 »Oyn
usvmedl aflomest Blewevwilh : BlitomesstT Geusmevdssir
PALALI AIRPORT : CONSTRUCTION WORK

5359/°14

6. © . B0eHEB Owmn

(oredrfl@ o). alpruisapiss))

(The Hon. A. Vinayagamoorthy)

DG, NI W QOB eEdr LIS IeHST e
gdme - (3):

(@) (1) 8 oy emued 92B88 WOy ¢dwsy

WOT) GAD v WO,

(il) O WSO ey Sy WP CAD B
talclel

W55 O 0OV DD IO BIeBYB?
(0) oewdedn®, & Onie?

SIWDPHBIGET, SLLDMIEOD HMID aflrers CFemeudssit
ImwsFemrd s L ailerm:

(=) (0

usomredl  alloresr  Blewevwiggledr  BliLomewst

Geuemevgseir erIGuiTg) LTdglwenL_u)
GLo6ITLIED S 11D}

(i) QuUTEHIESHET LTUDBTESHTS G 6TLICLITS)
& aL1LH6ETLIEN S LD

Ui @)dFFewud@s CgMailiumym?

(=) B)etTGmev, syesr?

asked the Minister of Ports, Shipping and Aviation:
(a)  Will he inform this House -

(1) as to when the construction work of Palali
Airport will be completed; and

(if)  as to when it will be opened for public?
(b) Ifnot, why?
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(The Hon. A. Vinayagamoorthy)

When will you open it for the public to travel from
Palali?
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(The Hon. Arjuna Ranatunga)

Hon. Member, we had a discussion regarding this last
week. After speaking to the Air Force, we will be taking
a decision within the next couple of weeks giving priority
to national security.
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Security of the people or security of the army?
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Security of the country.
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(The Hon. A. Vinayagamoorthy)

It will not affect the security of the country.
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(The Hon. Arjuna Ranatunga)

We need to concentrate on the security of the country
and then take a decision on that.
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Who did the construction work and is it over?
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(The Hon. Arjuna Ranatunga)

It was done by the Air Force and not by the Airport
and Aviation Services (Sri Lanka) Limited.
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(The Hon. A. Vinayagamoorthy)

The Indian Government intervened in this. Has the
Indian Government not fully completed the construction

work?
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(The Hon. Arjuna Ranatunga)

Hon. Member, you need to ask that from the State
Minister of Defence.
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asked the Minister of Ports, Shipping and Aviation:
(a)  Will he inform this House -

(M)
(it)

the net loss of Mihin Lanka (Pvt.) Limited
in the year 2010/2011;

whether an opinion has been expressed on
the existence of Mihin Lanka (Pvt.) Limited
by PricewaterhouseCoopers, Chartered
Accountants' Firm which conducted the
audit of the said year;
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(iii)  if so, whether it has been mentioned in the
opinion that “The company had incurred a
net loss of Rs. 940.49 million for the year
and the company’s current liabilities
exceeded its current assets by Rs. 1,083.92
million reflecting a negative net value of
Rs. 3,814.45 million which indicated the
existence of a material uncertainty which
may cast significant doubt about the ability
of the company to continue as a going
concern’’; and

(iv) under these circumstances, whether the
government admits that it is no longer
productive to utilize public funds for the
maintenance of Mihin Lanka (Pvt.)
Limited?

(b) Ifnot, why?
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asked the Minister of Power and Energy:

(a)  Will he state -
(1) the number of Transmission Divisions of
the Ceylon Electricity Board; and
(i)  what those Divisions are?

(b)  Will he inform this House -

(a) the expenditure incurred on the distribution
of one unit of electricity by each of the
above divisions in the year 2012, separately;
and

(b) if the expenditure incurred on the
distribution of one unit of electricity by
each of the above divisions has varied in the
year 2012, and the reasons for that?

(b) Ifnot, why?
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(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella - Minister of Plantation

Industries and Leader of the House of Parliament)
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(Mr. Speaker)
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0B Roumw OO . 957 ©vEd o wds
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Whereupon MR. SPEAKER left the Chair, and MR. DEPUTY
CHAIRMAN OF COMMITTEES [THE HON. MURUGESU
CHANDRAKUMAR ] took the Chair.

Bewies 0m 8®isBn®

(swssafler Urgls sallereri ojeuissr)

(Mr. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

The Hon. Sajith Premadasa, please. You have 20
minutes.

o0 085 oydgpes Owumr (Bdwes W  ©w®dS
3@ ®0)

(oreryflg #edls LIGrwgTen - of ewwliy whHmib Fwigd
O|OLFFIT)

(The Hon. Sajith Premadasa - Minister of Housing and
Samurdhi)

No, I have 30 minutes.

BewTes 0% 8®isBn®

(ewsseflear Nrgls sailsFrari ojeuissr)

(Mr. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Have you been given the Hon. Hunais Farook's time
also?

®0 885 @@ Owmo
(orenryflg Fedls LNIGrwgTe)
(The Hon. Sajith Premadasa)
Yes.

Bewfes 0% ea®isBn®
(wssaflsr Urgls sallFreari ojeuissir)
(Mr. Deputy Chairman of Committees)
Okay, then you may start.

[e.00. 2.20]
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(The Hon. Felix Perera)
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(The Hon. Sajith Premadasa)
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(Mr. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

The next speaker is the Hon. Felix Perera. Before he
starts, will an Hon. Member propose the Hon. R.
Yogarajan to take the Chair?
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(The Hon. Gayantha Karunatileka)

I propose that the Hon. R.Yogarajan do now take the
Chair.
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(The Presiding Member)

Yes, Hon. Felix Perera, you may start your speech.
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(LoressTyLll@ &). allBTwsepTHs)

(The Hon. A. Vinayagamoorthy)

Hon. Presiding Member, I thank you for giving me an
opportunity to speak on the Fisheries and Aquatic
Resources (Amendment) Bill.

I think from what the Hon. Minister stated, it became
necessary for this Bill to be brought in because of the ban
imposed by the European Union. I want to find out from
the Hon. Minister whether he is taking any steps to get
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the ban removed or whether he is speaking to the
European Union people who are involved in this because
unless he does it, we will lose our own wealth.

Sri Lanka is known as the “Pearl of the Indian Ocean”
and around Sri Lanka you find seawater. If we develop
the fisheries industry, we can get all the foreign exchange
we need. Why do we not do that? We are importing fish.
When we have got enough fish here, why do you want to
import fish? Another matter I have noticed is that our fish
which is our wealth, is being plundered by foreign
countries like China, Japan and Thailand. I also
understand that the Government has given licences for
these countries to come and do fishing here. Hon.
Minister, please stop that. Then only we can develop our
industry.

The Navy does not arrest any Chinese, Japanese or the
Thai people They arrest only the Tamils who come from
South India who are living below the poverty line. How
can the Navy close their eyes and be in the sea without
arresting the Chinese, Japanese or the Thai people?

Please see that you stop issuing further licences to all
these countries to come and do fishing here. Please take
necessary steps to get that ban removed. If we can
develop our fisheries industry to a certain extent, we can
get all the foreign exchange we want without depending
on any other products. So, I kindly request the Hon.
Minister to stop issuing licences to other countries to
come and do fishing here and direct the Navy to arrest
even the Chinese, Japanese and Thai people, not only the
Tamils, who come and do fishing here.

Thank you.

[3.44 p.m.]

O B 8OSES Bwm (Bedn MmOYD ¢@r1msn®)
(oresrLyflE
O|EDLDEFFIT)
(The Hon. Mangala Samaraweera - Minister of Foreign
Affairs)

Hon. Presiding Member, as you maybe aware, at the
end of January, I was in Brussels, the home of the
European Union. The objective of my visit was largely to
revive positive relations and begin a new chapter in Sri
Lanka-European Union relations, based on mutual respect
and understanding. But, I was also in Brussels to
specifically address two very urgent issues of great
national importance: firstly, the EU-IUU fishing ban
which was announced on the 14™ of October last year and
which came into force three months later, on the 14" of
January this year, exactly one week after the new
President was sworn into office. Secondly, I went there to
discuss the question of the GSP Plus tariff concession,
which was withdrawn from Sri Lanka nearly five years
ago as a result of the previous Government’s persistent
reluctance to embrace good governance and ensure basic
human rights.

wrIser  Fwrefr - Oeueflpri L gYieusvgseir

When engaged in high seas fishing, countries have
obligations to comply with the international regulations
that help ensure the sustainability of common resources.
These international regulations help ensure that fish
stocks are sustainable and attempt to limit environmental
damage. In Sri Lanka’s case, the relevant regulations are
those agreed upon at the Indian Ocean Tuna Commission
or better known as the IOTC. According to the
Environmental Justice Foundation, global losses
associated with [UU which stands for Illegal, Unreported
and Unregulated fishing are valued at between US Dollars
10 million to 23.5 billion annually.

The EU imposes bans on countries that fail to comply
with these regulations. These bans are imposed after
multiple warnings, and offers of assistance to help with
compliance and investigations. It is the previous
administration’s failure to comply with these regulations
despite repeated warnings, and their turning a blind eye to
IUU fishing activities that led to the current ban. Thus, all
nations and specially countries like Sri Lanka whose
coastal fisheries account for nearly 53 per cent of total
marine fish production, have an incentive and a duty to
protect and manage common resources in a way that
prevents the depletion of fish stocks, and ensure the
preservation of this resource for posterity.

In fact, as you are well aware, 1.8 per cent of our GDP
is generated through fish and fisheries products and
fisheries is the ninth largest export sector. In 2013, the
share of seafood in the overall export basket was around
2.5 per cent generating export income of nearly US
Dollars 246 million, and the EU accounts for about 40 per
cent of our total fish exports.

Mr. Presiding Member, the IUU fishing by Sri Lankan
vessels was first flagged as an issue of concern, when an
investigation mission from the European Commission in
2010 found Sri Lanka to be non-compliant with standards
enforced by the IOTC. Thereafter, on the 15" of
November 2012, a yellow card was issued to eight
countries, of which Sri Lanka was one, formally notifying
Sri Lanka on the possible identification of the country as
a non-cooperating third country in the EU-IUU fishing
regulations. Following that early warning, the Ministry of
Fisheries and the Sri Lankan Government managed to
hold several very fruitful discussions and dialogues with
members of the EU and IOTC, showing much progress on
the ground, and was even on the verge of reversing the
yellow card and having the file closed. Indeed, recently,
as early 2014, the EU commended Sri Lanka on its
“significant progress” in terms of its compliance with
IOTC regulations, including addressing the IUU fishing.

I have been told, Sir, that, in fact, Sri Lanka has 1,615
vessels in the high seas, where over 90 per cent of this
fishing fleet is less than 15 metres in length, all of which
are by international standards considered to be artisanal
fishing vessels and minimally damaging to the
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environment. However, the problems started in March
2014, when a political decision was taken by the previous
government to increase the quota of fish that Sri Lanka
could export, by introducing eight high capacity Chinese-
built and owned Purse Seiner vessels. These commercial
ships are over 45 metres long, have a capacity of 651
metres and may catch as much as 300 metric tons of fish
per trip. Their catch size is between 25 and 100 times
more per trip than the small sized artisanal Sri Lankan
boats, which, as I just mentioned, are the type of vessels
traditionally found in Sri Lankan waters.

The fishing gear used by these vessels has pernicious
effects on the environment, sustainability of fish stocks
and marine bio-diversity. Purse Seine fishing produces
significantly greater "by-catch", that is the catch of non-
marketable sea animals than other more traditional fishing
methods such as long line fishing.

Most importantly, however, the introduction of the
vessels took the other stakeholders in the Indian Ocean by
complete surprise because they were not forewarned
because it seemed to be at odds with our overall policy for
fishing in the Indian Ocean, because at the time, there
were no regulatory and control measures in place
signified to our partners in the Indian Ocean that we were
about to embark on large-scale commercial fishing
without the consultation of other stakeholders or the
consideration of the environment and our international
obligations.

In April 2014, Sir, the Director-General for Maritime
Affairs and Fisheries in Brussels, better known as DG-
MARE, declared that “the momentum set in motion,
during which much of the progress has been reported, is
likely to be on a derailed path”. Not soon after, on 14"
October, 2014, the European Union decided to inform us
of the decision to ban Sri Lanka's fisheries exports to the
EU but had decided to implement the ban only three
months later, thus giving Sri Lanka yet another three
months to rectify the situation. However, due to sufficient
lack of progress in these three months, the ban
unfortunately came into effect on the 14™ of January, this
year.

But, let us not be misguided in thinking that the ban
will be so easily removed as by revoking the licences of
those eight large vessels. The EU has also drawn our
attention to the fact that that not all vessels flying the Sri
Lankan flag and which are authorized to fish in the high
seas outside the jurisdiction of our own waters, have valid
licences. In fact, out of the 1,615 vessels, I have been
told that only 86.3 per cent have valid licences and many
vessels are still, however, submitting catch certificates
even without a logbook and VMS data is still only limited
to a small number of vessels. In the most recent count, I
have been told that only 35 wvessels, out of 1,615 are

having these Vessel Monitoring Systems in place.
Further, deterrents to violations were at the time
inadequate to prevent additional violations; physical
inspections rarely revealed non-compliance of vessels to
the IOTC regulations and when there were such reports,
not enough was done unfortunately to follow up.

At the time of issuing of the ban, the vessel observer
scheme was underdeveloped, VMS reports on progress
required by Resolution 06/03 had not been provided,
length frequency data for coastal fisheries required by
Resolution 10/02 had not been submitted and neither had
there been a report on import, landing, and transshipment
of tuna and tuna-like fish products as required by
Resolution 10/10.

Thus, there are many areas where Sri Lanka needed
and still needs drastic improvement, especially in the
application of legislative frameworks and in the ground
policing of vessels. While all my meetings were
extremely warm and cordial - in fact, there was a great
need amongst all the officials I met to help Sri Lanka to
come out of this impasse as soon as possible - it became
evident that Sri Lanka needs to implement several serious
reforms before the EU may begin to consider lifting the
ban. The constant revisions of deadlines, such as the
deadlines to order and introduce the appropriate
transponders on board ships, have been the cause of a
significant loss of credibility or, as the DG-MARE put it
in my meeting with her, the cause of much
"disappointment" from within the EU and despite the
well-intentioned administrative work force within the
Ministry of Fisheries, it was stressed that what was
lacking in Sri Lanka was the "political will" to execute
the necessary changes.

But, I am happy to note that under the new Minister of
Home Affairs and Fisheries, this "political will" has been
amply displayed and in fact, there was a meeting just a
week ago chaired by the Prime Minister himself, where
the question of Vessel Monitoring Systems being ordered
as early as possible was discussed in great detail, and I
am sure, the Hon. Minister will inform the House that the
process has already begun. We believe that by the 1% of
July, more than 1,500 of these Vessel Monitoring
Systems would have been ordered and fixed in these
vessels.

In advocating for the need for swift and urgent
reforms, let me also note one important consequence of
the EU- IUU fishing ban. The EU, as a trade bloc, has
emerged as the number one market for Sri Lanka’s
exports for decades and in 2013, accounted for about 32
per cent of Sri Lanka’s total exports. In the period
between 2005 and 2010, Sri Lanka was a significant
beneficiary under the GSP Plus scheme, which was
extremely important for the success of Sri Lanka’s
business community, and achieved a GSP Plus utility rate
as high as 72 per cent. These tariff concessions helped Sri
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Lanka promote and develop ecthical trading practices
primarily in the garment and textile sector, and over the
years more than 100 garment factories across the country
were awarded with the “garments without guilt” label by
the International Certification Authorities for their
progress in providing positive working environments.

Currently, Sri Lanka enjoys trade preferences granted
by the European Union under the standard GSP scheme
where the utility rate of preferential trade concessions has
been in an average range of 61 per cent during the 2011-
2013 period. Thus, in this context, it is crucial for the EU
-IUU ban to be lifted immediately in order for Sri Lanka
to have a positive response by the European Commission
to its GSP Plus application.

In fact, we know that there was a reversal of such a
fishing ban in Belize, where, I was told that it took eight
months. The senior officials I met in Brussels assured me
that they will give priority to Sri Lanka but Sri Lanka
must, as I said earlier, have the political will to implement
these reforms as early possible and I think this Bill which
is presented in Parliament today, again amply
demonstrates the political will of the new administration
to get this ban reversed as early as possible.

Thank you.

[e.%0. 3.59]
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(The Presiding Member)

The next speaker is the Hon. (Mrs.) Vijayakala
Maheswaran. Before she starts, will an Hon. Member
propose the Hon. Shantha Bandara to take the Chair?
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(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)

I propose that the Hon. Shantha Bandara do now take
the Chair.
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Whereupon THE HON. R. YOGARAJAN left the Chair, and THE
HON. SHANTHA BANDARA took the Chair.
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SSUTHETTE)  YBIG6TOT  6TL0g  LBewTeurEHafledr  uemeVH6T

STHRIGET  SHL_D

SMGSLILBSTDET;  eusTenmigheT  CFrgLomdasLiLBHEleTmeuT.
SSHIL 6T  euiser eThIGEHmLW  Lr8ssdhgl siThemen
Gaupm

FOUBSLILL L 6uigherflib

OjsiraflsGlaTent()  GurdlsiTpTiser.
9| BI(&6TET
G Liglvemev. @) bSWITeYL 6T LIENHHSHBIn LT 6TETLISHETS
IauiHer gewg alll g (HhEHSTHTTHET. YOTTED, S| 6THS
BTLTEH @) HHSTYID g uPpPlds Csl s GeuaptB. %Cau,
SUTHET  THIGEHEML W SL 6D  6TUMVEHGEHT  U(HeUSG)
BlmisriuL Geuesst(HLb.

9Y,ETT6V,

LDT& T 63T FOLIGn L

G206 OB E @

(sewevewwHTHIGL 2 MIINeSTT Sj6uiTasi)

(The Presiding Member)

WO G0 BERIE O, 0@ ¢dededd oo Bewdss
DOIBNEDRD YRowm® OBIHO .

g0 OO @BI® DeBENS Owmn FGusmewsy 9O
Howsy, Bewdts mOr5nemn® [0 05380 8oenms @wmo]
863239038 Ses.

ggor  LUpg, wrewTLlE FTHS  LSTLTT  Sjeuider
ysBrFarsSlallony ysvGa, Urds FUTBTWST — Sjeuider
[wrerfl@ Fhdlw ofTa6lsTy] Sewevenis auslgsmiser.

Whereupon THE HON. SHANTHA BANDARA /eft the Chair and

MR. DEPUTY SPEAKER [THE HON. CHANDIMA
WEERAKKODY] took the Chair.

®©G B0EnER YOB¢osT Swmo

(wrevrfl@ el Brwsepisd wpreflsresr)

(The Hon. Vinayagamoorthi Muralidaran)

9,5Cal, | HWETSH &(Hd @ Lbsusnsuilsvrsst FlL
B L BIGewar [BhIG6T B (LpeTHEBCeusHT(HID 6TETLIENS  HT6dT
o miseafllLb SeTuTss Casl BHEHCsTeTHleTEGmedr.  sr6lewedt
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DTeY, InHBOVTEH (PVMVGEe] reul L G518 3)Hddlsrm
W&ESHET  UTSHSSLUL I (HESHBSTDTTHST,  STHRICHFETHIMM,
auevOleulysgHiemm  Guresim  LrGssmiseflGsv ) mhdlsiTn
W&EHET LITE S 1LHESTD T T H6T.

9BsCumsiTmy wesresrTilGev
HrCssbgled @
ul g HEElSTDGI. 35 2 ewrenwuiGey g esTeud &Hrmiotb.

(psiTemlds@erid 6T6T D

SLPUHL  (PSTELITETY ) eDLDdSHL

sTeTewedrLl  OUTMISSuewruilCe  HFs HrmTwsslsd 9 bs
WpHT®W  HewdssCausnrigw CgemeuulsVensy. 6yGlesTeTMTEY,
SLHUHL.  WPSHTD  JeowluSHE@GL L6
@) peHeTmerr. yeTrev, HB (Werefls@GHeard LlrCsasslGev
SL_HuevL_uilesri 9|bd (LPHTEDLD ENINE AN LA )
ST 63T )63 6D S| BIF (BHS 6T60@6VIT (LD
QeuelGupmiiu’ g HbHeTprigsr. g 2 awenouiGev
THMIEESTETOTILL. WPIGWTS P BEDUTS (&) (HHHTDG).
N5Cau, Ybs WPHTWW [HHIGET FHweyoblFiig S BIS(HHSBI

Uy Gg s misssir

LB svT6U T & 6T

gspmIusnHEG — auflFiin G @Owsrm  Casl(Hd
Q& meiraslesrGmedr.
AOSHTH, evgl BT gpmingldeg  gCrmiiflu

westlwestmey  QasretHeurliul g (hoHleTn  SwLeww  BdhE
UsN@ Bhiser sTQEHETD pwmhleww Bresr 2 eairemioul Gev
aurGaumdleTCmeir. @)g1 CsrLiUTs: @)eiTm HewFFT FTedls

Cresrrrser  Seuisst  Ambgs  ewpullsd  Ggefleursr
allensEsewsds FmPullGhsTr. bss HewL GsrLiLilsy L
Ordwev  Uleresremilasr, v  Urrhdu 9 slEs6eumn)

6TTEMEVEVTLD LIV BT Temtldhelr @) ([HdbaEleITDEIT. BH|% DT [T HhI%H6T
@QureshBlr Falwrsts Gudl CleussVBeausT(HID 6TEITLIENS [HT6dT
2 Bl LD oeiTUTHSE Gl (&6 TeTsleTGmedr. TG\ TMTS,
Bevbiens @m Sours  @LuserTed, @erm  aildlssl
UL B6Ter SibhSd S [6HBLILIG 6T, HSEYTL T 6THISENHED LI

LB esTeuT 6T T (DB VT BT @ evrLigeng L QUM &g 19w
RYLITININIGEEA L EAR
ISgILer, ety  Osriiurst  urflu  Gsmrifley

BIL LGS uid Bhigs6T B PpSILBSS Couesst(HG6TMID BTedT
B (H&C&meirdlesTGme6dt. T TTH 6, 6TBI G (ETHEDL_ILI
GupbureTest Wereuiassit Lmrbufw ey pewmaHemeTu)b
LweTUBhS S
Qs TiflevmIL LikiSemeT

umgoufw QB TIfleVBIL_LIGISEDETIL| DG T6dT

HSTHTTH6T. 4,586, wefer
M PpHLILHSHIHSTD LTS H6UTHET Fn (VTG LE6ITHEMETLI

Ly tiugmarer suriilienuls GUMIUTIG6T. DSHSHIL 63T 6T

LB 6T 6U T3 61T BTOTTHELD 6Tl G T @ 1D LrdFFemersdser
QarLiled gm(HHevTsds Seuard OClFasd euUTHEHSE
LomevTlwiBIG emer ou1pB15 Geu e (HLD 6T6UT6Y LD BT6dT
G (H&CsmeirdlesTGme6dt.

allsusrullssmarts Qurmsseuenrullsd e Ehds @ BbThIS6T
2 _gureflugbams eupni@GSlsTCmmid;, LulTFGFSD Blapbs sy
D L STGWITSH BOUTTERTRISDOT 6ULPHIGHHSTEDTD.  y6esrTeD,
IBesTeuiasEns@ sTaGw  euypBisliL@Bauglemev.
HEHSH G BetrLilig. D _LId5 6N I 6IT S T6uT
@ psHeTmer. wi L sseriiy wreul L gidhE Gueid umflu

Bereui
WoFwwrs

Weriilly  eusitendigssir, Weirtilyd GCarewflast GCapemeuwirs
B hESlermer. sCau, Jeupewm TG LEETEUTHEHSE,
Bhissr  wraflwwrss ShEISaNQTTed G euidEhd: s
AL G% UTSFHWTSeD Glumd yewrewflwwrer el w
TS HWOWD 6THTUMSS T PlsCIGTaRT(H 2 BigseflL
W BBHSI allenL_GumSlsTCmer. BesT), euemTdhBLD.

[5.20 p.m.]

@0 8. ewdwsissy Owmo

(orevrLyfl@ <. Guirdrmegesr)

(The Hon. R. Yogarajan)

Thank you, Hon. Deputy Speaker, for this opportunity
to speak on the attempt by the Government to address the
issues raised by the EU, which has banned the export of
sea products from Sri Lanka to the EU. The Government
has now taken action to address the issue of the ban on
fisheries products exported to the EU on a political and
also on a legal and technical front.

The Hon. Minister of Foreign Affairs, the Hon.
Mangala Samaraweera, explained to this House how he
has been dealing with the EU on a political front. Further,
the Government has brought to this House the current
Amendment to the Fisheries and Aquatic Resources Act
to address the issues raised under IUU fishing, which has
been highlighted by the EU to impose larger fines and to
regulate the fishing industry in and around Sri Lanka.

In this Debate, I wish to highlight the issues that have
arisen between India and Sri Lanka in the field of fishing.
We all know that, every now and then, Indian fishermen
intrude into our waters, they are arrested and their boats
are confiscated. Similarly, when our fishermen intrude
into the Indian waters, they are also arrested and their
boats are seized. This has been going on for some time
and each time there would be an exchange of pleasantries
between the leaders of our countries, then boats or
fisherman would be released, they would be exchanged
and we go back to a neutral position again and again. But,
this issue is continuing. Recently, the previous
Government had taken a decision that whenever an
Indian fisherman intruded into our waters, he would be
arrested, but soon released. However, there was a
decision to hold the boat as a deterrent to continuous
intrusion by Indian fishermen into our waters. And,
through that policy, 87 boats of Indian fishermen were
held by Sri Lanka and as a countermeasure, the Tamil
Nadu Government and the Andhra Government had
seized as many as 28 Sri Lankan boats and held them.

There was a situation where the Indian fishermen
were worried that they would lose their boats and so were
the Sri Lankan fishermen. They, as individuals, had
invested large amounts of money to buy these boats and
by losing them, they were losing their means of
livelihood. Hence, there was a human problem also. At
that time, after the change of the Government, there was
hope in the minds of the people in India that the new
Government would address this issue in a more humane
manner. | got an invitation through a friend of mine, Mr.
K. Jayakumar, Secretary to the Sree Narayana Guru
Society of Indian Malayalees in Sri Lanka, from a well-
known Swamiji in India called Sunil Das Swamiji of
Calangute. I accepted the invitation and went there. I had
the privilege of meeting the Indian fishermen led by N.
Devadas, President of Rameswaram Co-operative



1001 2015 o508 18 1002

Fishermen's Association, who pleaded with me that I
should speak to the Government of Sri Lanka and help
release 87 boats held in Sri Lanka. When I returned, I
spoke to the Minister of Foreign Affairs, to the Minister
of Home Affairs and Fisheries, to the High Commissioner
of India, and the honourable Attorney-General and came
to know that His Excellency the President had ordered
that these boats be released when the Minister of Foreign
Affairs went to India, but the technicalities had been
delaying and the coordination was not in place. I
intervened with all the parties: the Minister of Home
Affairs and Fisheries, the Minister of Foreign Affairs, the
Indian High Commission, the fishermen and the Deputy
High Commissioner for Sri Lanka in Chennai, and by
bringing these parties together, we were able to get the 87
boats held in Sri Lanka released to their owners in India,
and also to get the 28 boats and six fishermen held in
India, back to Sri Lanka.

This was done before the visit of His Excellency
President Maithripala Sirisena to New Delhi in India to
meet Prime Minister Narendra Modi, and President
Pranab Mukherjee. Through this, we have now re-
established goodwill among the fishermen of India and
the fishermen of Sri Lanka. We have to put a stop to this
arrest and harassment of fishermen by both sides. The
ideal thing would be for these fishermen not to cross the
border but, as we all know, there is no fence in the
maritime border. Fishermen, as was said by some of the
Hon. Members today, go behind the fish and then they
intrude into international waters or beyond the borders of
Sri Lanka, into the waters of India. So, this is a problem
that we have to think of in a more prudent way. The
fishermen of India are in larger numbers with more
powerful boats. We have very few; comparatively less
fishermen and less facilities. So, there has to be some
understanding between the fishermen of India and the
fishermen of Sri Lanka. Several rounds of talks have
taken place between these two groups, but we have still
not been able to reach an understanding. The fishermen of
India are demanding or requesting that they be allowed to
fish in our waters for 90 days in a year including the 52
Sundays each year, because on Sundays our fishermen do
not go to sea. However, there has still not been an
understanding. The next round of talks is expected to take
place in Chennai on the 5™ of March this year and during
that time, with the current understanding between the
people in the two countries, we can reach an amicable
solution or an agreement. In fact, the people in Tamil
Nadu had celebrated the victory of our Government and
the replacement of the former Government because they
believe that this Government would be more fair to the
Tamil people in Sri Lanka and, in turn, also understand
the issues that the Tamil people of Tamil Nadu have
regarding the Tamil people living in Sri Lanka. Hence, 1
request that we all look at it as a human problem which
exists between the fishermen of Sri Lanka and the
fishermen of India and not as a problem between two
governments, and try to solve this issue on a give-and-
take policy.

Further, our Government, in its Manifesto, had
promised great relief to the people, which has now been
granted. Similarly, relief to the fishermen has also been
promised and I am glad that the Minister today, in this
House, reiterated that these promises to the fishermen
will be granted as promised in the "Hundred-Day"
Programme of President Maithripala Sirisena. Under this
Programme, it is necessary to grant relief to the fishermen
on the equipment, nets and boats that they use for fishing.
The cost of fishing comes down as soon as you reduce
duties as promised in the "Hundred-Day" Programme of
President Maithripala Sirisena. Fish is an essential food
item for our people and today, through the export of fish
products, we earn a large component of the foreign
exchange required by our country. Under these
circumstances, the fishing industry is a very vital and
important industry, which has to be sustained and
developed. Towards this end, we should formulate
policies, implement them and empower the fishing
community to deliver what the country expects from
them. Thank you.

[17.L. 5.33]

oG §oedy OTem®E Oumn (Bewdus m6m

8B ®)

(wresryllg wHCass shdlrgwri - @Gusseafsr Urds

seflFreni)

(The Hon. Murugesu Chandrakumar - Deputy Chairman of

Committees)

Caxseryeu LrgldF Furhrwsi SeuisGer, &LHEDTLI,
Bireurp 2 ullfler euerhissr (Sl (hSSHID) FL_L eLPeVLD FIDLIHSLOT6ST
Qs allaurssslGe
BHBHEWIDEHBETH BT 2 BISEHSHG BTy ClpMaildsdlsrCmeir.
Qbss  FhsiTUILSSD
TliQ&TeTEHD il whisemer @)hs HewauuilGe (peiTeneudds

HVBHGICHTETUSDHF — FhGTLILID

BTET  6uL_

uggl  beTeui s

afl(pLbslesTGm6dr. @) s QUL UG B ewTeu T geir
eTliCETeTEnd  phSlwwrer  UrFfemerwrs (@) BLug
@hslw  @ueweuls UL Gsefler  SHEVIW QT

BLOUIGEHMEHETTGLL. YbSL UL GHET LeTermi GG TL_ddid
VLS ea) susmrulleorer sLHUGHseaflsy GlsriflevLilujb
6TBIGETS) 24 U 7 &5 5 65T 5.5 T 63T sLHEmmiflevrerisefler
UTUTHTTSHMSSH HTIPLD ST eTlg b OBTETIY (HBGL  (H
SITTIuTSSw Blenpsvend @ weHHullsVsresr Brer @)UGLTSI
CuAsGarenTy haHlTCmer. @by  eweuuilGe  Bredr
IBG  YuTHT b
FHUBSSTDTISET.  BTeug  Fev
BIAL_BI&HEhSEG (PeTL  BTeT  Yhss SLHEmTIflevreri
FBIGBIGaNET  HeweveursenLer  CuAwCuLrg)
@) Gurgb

SHL_MNEBMTeHIL

2 _enrwrHmbEUTgIDdn L,
BL_6)19-8 60 56160

" 1B T MB35 61T
3)psmeuts
Cprsd)
bSO BTG (hSHTDeT" 6Tt CFTeiTeTTIH6T. YHBe,

sLDasmruilGe  BlIHAeTEmTid;

UL &6 6THBISH 6T

B)51 @ FTSTreRT afl_wisvsv. @)hFlw Lereursaflsr sl

@) wemeurt
ETEUEMEVEHGH6T  BIHPHSHI, 6THIGNTSH HLMNBVIUDT bS5,

Gumresrp  wmflw UL G&B6T  6TBISETG  HL 6V
sLPEmrflevrerigaflssr eurpeursrrbensgd g et (BdleiTmeut.
SjeuiTser SL_HEmrlsd
2 LIGTENTHIGET LOHMID eUHVEHmOT HSSHIS SHIGOTH
Caewausmwit L5z GFiidlern BlewsvenwepwGur  BHrmIs6T

STBIGHETS) 1B esTeuirgeaflesr

9B SHTEBTHSTEMTLD.
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SLbS WSS SHTVSSD  eTing  HLHEDTIflevTeTieiT
ILalss OHTHMWHT L. WdHSSHIHGL  LeiTesrymest
@LeOleL DeUTSHERS G B)VGHUTHS SLHEDTIL Ll 1qw
20 Bl Qs Qbslu
eeuisefesr 95HIEMVBEMITTEL HeUTHOTS EUTIPEUTSTTID
ot flssin’ aCaTay GaalaTngl. GHHE 26
BITbSIoTer  Hiey eTL L LI GeusnT(HLb. [E]
sLPEpriflevreriger sthisearg &LPUrCsFdgis@HeT &bl

2_(HUT&HSLILILL_TeILD

HL_6VAGITHIGENETF FHyenT(HLELUTg) SL_DueL_ullerymed
eT(HGSULBILD  BLOIGHWEHHAT YT HHEG @ ITRSHIT
I WdsBIGMeT  THUBSSHIFSTDET.  @)bhHw  BesTeuismer

SSHIEP  BIDWHSTD,  SYpHG eTHlrTer  FLPHwrer
BL6UIGEMEHSB6T 6THHBLILIBDLELTSI, Sjhigh DY TIILTL L BIgeT,
QbFw  YTHEG OBHEGHBBT  CHTHEHSLILH S STMET.
Ltligul L @bdlw Bereuisemar bsLGsVewTeRT SyigLiLienL_uilGev
Qevsiens Grermiswd  alBalsSaTngl. yeTTeY, @)hs
BLAIGEMEBHET  BTHBEHSH LG H6L66VEIITENTS » S W|LD
2 peysmeru euarisSNGs sally, sLHEDTL ClFiisTn

6TLOGI  LDG&ETI6T  QUTPOUTHTIHMSL — LITFIBTHHaI0em6v.
BTBIGET  6ThiGengl  SLDEDTiflevrenigaflssr  surpemeu
Bypbsis T Qb BT D5

sy &SlarCnmrwr? stetugy CarTLiurss GCsefleure
U T DEWTETM] (3)(hdh%SeuevrT(H)LD.

sTaords@ ey Gudw wrewywlE T, CuirsrTegest
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Guiflsd EIQEET
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Sauisaflb liuenL_Gslul B Fev
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Question put, and agreed to.

Bill accordingly read a Second time.
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Resolved:

"That the Bill be referred to a Committee of the whole
Parliament.” [The Hon. M. Joseph Michael Perera.]
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Considered in Committee.

[/MR. DEPUTY SPEAKER in the Chair.]
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Clause 1 ordered to stand part of the Bill.
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CLAUSE 2.- (Amendment of section 49 of Act, No. 2 of 1996)
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Amendment put, and agreed to.
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Clause 2, as amended, ordered to stand part of the Bill.
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Clauses 3 and 4 ordered to stand part of the Bill.
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Enacting Clause and Title ordered to stand part of the Bill.

Bill reported with Amendments.
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Question put, and agreed to.

Bill, as amended, accordingly read the Third time, and passed.
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(The Deputy Speaker)
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Order, please! Before he starts, the Hon. Deputy Chairman
of Committees will take the Chair.
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Whereupon MR. DEPUTY SPEAKER left the Chair, and
MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN OF COMMITTEES took the Chair.
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(Mr. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Hon. Member, the Opposition has been allotted half
an hour and you have already taken 22 minutes. If the
Seconder is going to speak, then he can speak for eight
minutes.
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(The Hon. Lasantha Alagiyawanna)

I will take only two more minutes, Sir.
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It being 730 pm., MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN OF
COMMITTEES adjourned Parliament without Question put.

Adjourned accordingly until 1.00 p.m. on Thursday, 19th February,
2015.
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